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War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  March  '21,  1901. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings,  finding,  and  conckisions  of  a  board  of  officers  appointed 
by  War  Department  order  of  August  23,  1900,  to  investigate  and 
report  upon  the  claim  made  b}'  Maj.  William  F.  Smith,  United  States 
Army,  retired,  that  the  legend  of  the  atlas  of  the  Chickamauga  and 
Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission  regarding  the  origin  of  the 
plan  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley,  etc.,  is  incorrect,  together  with  a 
cop3^  of  the  indorsement  of  the  Secretary  of  War  approving  the  find- 
ing and  conclusions  of  the  board. 

Very  respectfull}',  Henry  P.  McCain, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
The  President  of  the  Chickamauga  and 

Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

War  Department,   Washington,  D.  C. 


War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington^  August  23,  1900. 

Sir:  Bj"  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  board  of  officers,  to 
consist  of  Maj.  Gen.  JohnR.  Brooke,  United  States  Army;  Col.  George 
L.  Gillespie,  Corps  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army;  Col.  Michael 
V.  Sheridan,  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  UnitedStates  Army,  is  hereby 
appointed  to  meet  at  Governors  Island,  New  York,  at  the  call  of  the 
president  of  the  board,  to  consider,  investigate,  and  report  upon  a 
claim  made  b}"  Maj.  William  F.  Smith,  United  States  Army,  retired, 
that  the  legend  of  the  atlas  of  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga 
National  Park  Commission  which  declares  that  '"At  daylight  of  Octo- 
ber 27  the  river  line  of  the  communication  with  Bridgeport  was  opened 
by  the  execution  of  a  plan  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley  devised  by 
General  Rosecrans"  is  incorrect,  and  that  he — Major  Smith — con- 
ceived the  plan  mentioned. 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  the  Chickamauga  and  Chatta- 
nooga National  Park  Commission  and  Major  Smith  furnish  the  board 
such  papers,  records,  and  information  as  may  be  pertinent  to  the 
question  at  issue,  and  he  also  directs  that  the  report  of  the  board  be 
forwarded  to  this  office. 

Ver}^  respectfully,  Wm.  H.  Carter, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  East, 

Governors  Island,  Neio  Y(yrh. 


REPORT. 


Headquakters  Department  of  the  East, 

Governors  Idand,  JVew  York  Clty^  Febrimrij  i,  1001. 

General:  The  board  of  officers  appointed  by  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  in  War  Department  order  of  August  23,  1900,  has  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  duty  confided  to  the  board  as  stated  in  the  order  convening  it  is — 

to  consider,  investigate,  and  report  npon  a  claim  made  by  ^Maj.  William  F.  Smith, 
United  States  Army,  retireil,  that  the  legend  of  the  atlas  of  the  Chickamauga  and 
Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission,  which  declares  that  "At  daylight  of  October 
27  the  river  line  of  the  communication  with  Bridgeport  was  opened  by  the  execution 
of  a  plan  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley  devised  by  General  Rosecrans, ' '  is  incorrect, 
and  that  he.  Major  Smith,  conceived  the  plan  mentioned. 

The  letter  of  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
March  26,  1900,  submitting  a  statement  of  his  claim  additional  to  the 
protest  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  November  15,  1S97,  was 
referred  to  the  board  on  the  daj^  of  its  organization  by  the  Adjutant- 
General  for  consideration  and  report.  This  letter  was  in  fact  a  reply 
to  the  report  of  Gen.  H.  ]\I.  DuiBeld,  dated  January  23,  1900,  to  whom 
the  protest  of  General  Smith,  November  15,  1897,  regarding  the  legend 
on  the  atlas  of  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Com- 
mission, had  been  referred  for  investigation.     This  legend  reads: 

At  daylight  of  October  27  the  river  line  of  the  communication  with  Bridgeport  was 
opened  by  the  execution  of  a  i^lan  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley  devised  by  General 
Rosecrans,  appro \ed  by  General  Thomas,  and  ordered  executed  by  General  (J rant 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith. 

The  statement  of  General  Smith's  claim  as  presented  to  General 
Duffield  is  marked  Appendix  8,  attached  to  a  letter  of  H.  V.  Boynton, 
chairman,  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 
addressed  to  the  board  under  date  of  October  30,  1900.  (Inclosure 
Al.) 

Tlie  claim  is  stated  specitirully  as  follows: 

The  claim  is  this:  That  Cieneral  Smith,  on  Octol^er  19,  1863,  alone,  and  without 
assistance  from  anyone,  fixed  upon  Browns  Ferry  as  the  best,  if  not  the  only,  place 
where  a  lodgment  could  be  made  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Tennessee  River,  and,  owing 
to  the  conformation  of  the  ground,  securely  held,  at  such  a  distance  from  the  enemy's 
batteries  that  a  bridge,  if  thrown  across  the  stream  at  that  point,  would  be  safe  from 
their  fire,  and  availal)le  for  the  nee<ls  of  the  military  situation. 
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It  would  therefore  appear  that  the  claim  of  General  Smith  is  that  he 
is  entitled  to  credit  for  both  the  selection  of  the  place  for  lodgment  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river  below  Lookout  Mountain,  in  cooperation 
with  the  troops  operating  from  Bridgeport,  and  for  the  special  meas- 
ures he  prepared  and  personally  executed  for  making  the  lodgment. 

From  the  special  pleadings  in  the  several  papers  prepared  by  Gen- 
eral Smith  one  might  infer  that  he  claims  also  that  the  successful  lodg- 
ment at  Browns  Ferry  was  the  controlling  means  by  which  relief  was 
given  to  Chattanooga,  and  that  in  consequence  he  is  entitled  to  the 
credit  for  the  success  of  the  cooperative  movements. 

The  board  has  carefully  read  the  official  papers  submitted  to  it,  as 
well  as  the  official  reports  and  dispatches  contained  in  the  printed  rec- 
ords of  the  war  of  the  rebellion  referring  to  the  time  of  the  Chicka- 
mauga  campaign  and  later,  and  the  printed  testimonials  of  officers 
before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  War  which  were  pertinent  to 
the  inquiry.  It  has  also  read  portions  of  the  diaries  and  other  papers 
and  books  bearing  upon  the  subject  which  were  written  at  the  time  of 
the  occurrence,  or  shortly  afterwards,  by  participants  in  the  campaign 
who  had  personal  knowledge  of  the  events  in  question.  The  board 
has  given  guarded  consideration  to  the  letters  written  in  answer  to 
inquiries  set  on  foot  since  the  controversy  began  some  years  ago. 
Two  members  of  the  board  aho  gave  the  greater  part  of  three  days  to 
a  close  personal  examination  of  the  ground,  including  Cameron  Hill, 
Lookout  Mountain,  Lookout  Valley  to  Wauhatchie,  and  the  north 
bank  of  the  river  from  Chattanooga  to  the  lower  end  of  Williams 
Island. 

An  inspection  of  the  official  map  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinit}"  enables 
one  to  appreciate  the  condition  of  the  main  arm}-  after  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga,  September  20  to  21,  1863.  Retiring  before  the  enemy 
after  the  disaster  of  the  21st,  General  Rosecrans  drew  up  his  arm}- 
behind  a  line  of  hast}"  intrenchments  formed  near  the  southern  limits 
of  the  city  with  pickets  established  along  Chattanooga  Creek.  An 
inner  line  of  defenses  was  afterwards  made  more  permanent  and  capa- 
ble of  holding  the  city  with  reduced  forces,  if  necessary.  The  railroad 
connecting  Chattanooga  with  Bridgeport,  forming  the  then  only  avail- 
able line  of  supplies  from  the  North,  after  leaving  Chattanooga  crossed 
Chattanooga  Creek  near  its  mouth,  followed  the  river  closely  to  the 
north  end  of  Lookout  Mountain,  which  was  passed  through  a  tunnel 
and  then  debouched  into  the  northern  end  of  Lookout  Valley,  a  little 
east  of  Wauhatchie. 

The  Chattanooga  Creek  Valley  and  the  Lookout  Creek  Valley  are 
connected  by  a  dirt  road  passing  over  the  north  end  of  Lookout  Moun- 
tain at  an  elevation  higher  than  the  railroad  track,  forming  the  most 
northerly  pass  of  the  mountain.  Its  distance  from  Chattanooga  Creek 
is  about  2  miles.  The  next  mountain  pass  to  the  southward  is  at  a 
distance  of  about  24  miles  from  the  point. 
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The  most  northerh'  pass — in  fact,  all  the  passes  in  the  mountain — 
was  necessarily  abandoned  when  the  Union  line  was  drawn  up  behind 
Chattanoog-a  Creek,  for  the  reason,  as  stated  b}^  General  Rosecrans, 
that  he  could  not  hold  this  pass  and  Chattanooga  at  the  same  time, 
thouo-h  the  precaution  was  taken  to  establish  batteries  on  Moccasin 
Point,  north  bank,  which  rendered  it  practicall}'  of  little,  if  any,  use 
to  the  enemy.  The  abandonment  of  the  pass  meant  the  a])andoimient 
of  Lookout  Valley  for  the  time  being,  together  with  the  .suspension  of 
rail  and  water  connection  with  Bridgeport.  General  Rosecrans,  how- 
ever, issued  orders  late  in  September  looking  to  the  reoccupation  of 
Lookout  Valley  b}'  reinforcements  then  on  their  wa}'  from  the  North, 
which  were  to  operate  from  the  left  bank  opposite  Bridgeport  in 
cooperation  witli  forces  to  be  sent  from  Chattanooga,  which  latter  were 
expected  to  cross  the  Tennessee  River  by  a  bridge  to  be  thrown 
"opposite  the  passage  over  the  extremity  of  the  mountain,"  since  tes- 
tified to  by  Genei'al  Rosecrans  and  other  officers  attached  to  his  head- 
quarters, as  "Browns  Ferry,"  where  the  bridge  was  built  October 
27,  1863. 

The  reinforcements  mentioned  were  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  corps. 
General  Hooker  commanding.  They  reached  the  vicinity  of  Bridge- 
port September  30,  the  day  on  which  General  Smith  arrived  at  Chat- 
tanooga from  New  York  Cit}"  under  orders  to  report  to  General  Rose- 
crans as  chief  engineer  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  General 
Smith  was  appointed  chief  engineer  in  orders  dated  October  3,  and 
was  immediately  put  in  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  defenses  of 
Chattanooga.  In  a  paper  appearing  in  the  North  American  Review  of 
December,  1885,  General  Rosecrans  states  that  on  General  Smith's 
assignment  to  duty  as  chief  engineer  he  was  told  what  the  plan  was  for 
opening  communication  with  Bridgeport  on  the  south  side  of  the  river, 
'and  what  preparations  were  in  progress  for  its  execution.  He  also 
states  that — 

a  sketch  was  made  of  the  river  and  route  to  Browns  Ferry,  the  route  by  which 
troops  would  be  able  to  communicate  from  the  Chattanooga  side  of  the  river  with 
Lookout  Valley  over  the  pontoon  bridge  which  we  were  straining  every  nerve  to 
secure.  The  plan  was  talked  over  with  General  Coulton,  and  a  copy  of  the  sketch 
was  sent  to  General  Hooker,  who  was  told  to  hurry  up  his  transportation  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  so  that  on  crossing  the  Tennessee  River  he  would  be  able  to  subsist  his 
troops  directly  from  Bridgeport. 

This  article  was  written  to  refute  implications  that  had  been  pub- 
lished in  a  previous  issue  of  the  North  American  Review,  that  Gen- 
eral Rosecrans  expected  to  evacuate  Chattanooga.  General  Rosecrans's 
statements  in  this  article  are  denied  ])y  Smith  so  far  as  the}'  relate  to 
him,  but  the  abundant  official  testimony  of  this  period  furnished  by 
telegrams  between  General  Rosecrans  and  his  subordinates,  and 
between  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Secretary  of  War, 
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quoted  hereafter,  show  that  active  measures  looking  to  the  relief 
of  Chattanooga  were  in  progress  at  that  particular  time,  the  execution 
of  which  was  delayed  from  time  to  time  only  by  circumstances  inci- 
dental to  war. 

BROWNS   FERRY. 

Up  to  October  19  General  Smith  had  made,  according  to  his  own 
statement,  no  reconnoissance  of  <"he  river,  above  or  below  Chattanooga, 
nor  had  studied  the  maps  of  his  depa.  tment.  and  his  personal  knowl- 
edge of  the  topography  of  Lookout  Valley  was  that  acquired  by  obser- 
vations taken  from  the  top  of  Cameron  Hill,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
river,  on  the  west  side  of  the  town.  On  the  19th  of  October  he  made 
a  reconnoissance  by  direction  of  General  Rosecrans  of  the  river  "in 
the  vicinity  of  Williams  Island  with  a  view  to  making  the  island  a 
cover  for  a  steamboat  landing  and  storehouses,  and  began  the  exami- 
nation near  the  lower  end  of  the  island."  He  followed  up  the  river  a 
short  distance  above  Williams  Island  and  came  unexpectedly  upon 
Browns  Ferry,  where  he  found  a  battery  in  position  covering  the 
crossing.  This  was  the  tirst  time  he  had  ever  heard  of  Browns  Ferry. 
An  inspection  of  the  opposite  bank  from  this  point  for  an  hour  or  more 
impressed  him  with  the  fact  that  this  ferry  was  a  suitable  place  to  cross 
the  river,  "in  connection  with  the  movements  to  be  made  from  Bridge- 
port to  open  the  river,"  and  a  few  days  later  he  was  "directed  to  make 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  expedition  to  effect  the  lodgment." 
(Smith's  Report,  S.  6-1,  p.  77.)^ 

The  same  day,  October  19,  General  Rosecrans,  with  members  of  his 
staff,  made  a  reconnoissance  of  the  lower  river  (General  Smith  start- 
ing with  them,  but  separating  from  them  after  crossing  the  river  at 
Chattanooga),  and  also  visited,  according  to  evidence,  Browns  Ferry, 
which  had  previoush'  been  selected  by  General  Rosecrans  as  the  prob- 
able place  of  crossing.  Returning  to  headquarters  after  the  comple- 
tion of  the  reconnoissance.  General  Rosecrans  found  orders  awaiting 
him  which  relieved  him  from  command  of  that  arm}'.  There  is  also 
evidence  that  General  Rosecrans  had  previously  visited  Browns  Ferry, 
accompanied  bv  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan. 

General  Smith  states  that  he  had  no  conversation  with  General 
Rosecrans  from  September  30  to  October  18  relative  to  shortening  his 
line  of  supplies,  and  had  none  after  the  return  from  the  reconnoissance, 
October  19,  when  he  ascertained  General  Rosecrans  had  been  relieved. 
He  also  states  that  he  had  no  conference  with  General  Thomas  the 
night  of  October  19  (Appendix  8,  inclosure  A  1).  The  dispatch  from 
General  Thomas  to  Hooker  that  same  night,  directing  him  to  use  all 
possible  dispatch  in  concentrating  his  command  and  preparing  to  move 

^NoTE. — This,  and  similar  references,  refer  to  the  serial  numbers  of  the  volumes 
of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 
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in  accordance  with  instructions  of  General  Rosecrans,  must,  therefore, 
have  been  sent  after  conference  with  General  Rosecrans,  and  not  with 
General  Smith  (Conduct  of  War  Supplement,  part  1,  p.  118).  Five 
days  later  (October  24)  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  then  with 
headciuarters,  telegraphed  to  Stanton,  Secretary  of  W^ar,  Washington: 

Grant  arrived  lai?t  night.  He  is  just  going  to  reconnoiter  an  important  position  that 
General  Smith  has  discovered  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Valley  and  which  will  be 
occupied  simultaneously  with  Hooker's  occupation  of  Raccoon  Mountain.  (S.  54,  p.  70.) 

Owing-  to  the  prominence  given  by  General  Smith  to  this  dispatch 
the  board  has  carefully  examined  the  records  regarding  the  precise 
location  where  General  Rosecrans  expected  to  bridge  the  river  ))elow 
Lookout  Mountain,  and  wcnild  here  note  that  General  Rosecrans  had 
under  consideration  as  early  as  September  26  a  bridge  crossing  at  the 
mouth  of  Lookout  Creek  (Dana  to  Stanton,  S.  50,  p.  201).  That  is,  the 
locality  had  been  selected,  though  the  exact  spot  had  been  left  undoubt- 
edly to  the  decision  of  the  moment  of  opening  operations.  General 
Smith,  after  a  reconnoissaucc  on  the  19th  of  October,  which  was 
directed  to  be  made  by  General  Rosecrans,  the  conditions  being  ripe 
for  starting  the  movements,  finds  a  favorable  crossing  for  the  cooper- 
ating force  from  Chattanooga  at  Browns  Ferry,  just  below  the  mouth 
of  Lookout  Creek,  known  alread}'  to  army  headquarters  since  Sep- 
tember 21,  inasmuch  as  a  })attery  had  l)een  placed  there  on  that  day  to 
cover  it  (S.  52,  pp.  827,  828).  The  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  stra- 
tegic relation  of  this  crossing  to  the  operations  proposed  to  l)e  conducted 
in  Lookout  Valley  was  well  known  to  General  Rosecrans — an  engineer 
officer  by  education  and  training — before  its  importance  was  brought 
accidentally  to  the  attention  of  General  Smith. 

The  board  can  not  believe  that  because  General  Rosecrans  had  not 
spoken  to  General  Smith,  as  the  latter  states,  about  the  specific  selec- 
tion of  Browns  Ferr}^,  he  had  therefore  formed  no  plan  for  making  a 
lodgment  upon  the  south  bank  below  the  point  of  the  mountain  within 
an  area  which  embraced  Browns  Ferry.  Nor  can  it  believe  that  because 
Browns  Ferry  was  not  accurately  located  on  Merrill's  map,  issued 
prior  to  arrival  at  Chattanooga,  General  Rosecrans  did  not  know  it  in 
its  true  place  immediately  after  he  had  occupied  Chattanooga. 

General  Smith  furnishes  a  cop}^  of  a  letter  from  Assistant  Secretary 
of  War  [Dana],  dated  May  22,  1895,  relating  to  the  reconnoissance  of 
October  19,  in  which  the  following  language  appears: 

*  *  *  I  remember  quite  distinctly  that  as  I  rode  across  the  bridge  over  the  Ten- 
nessee at  Chattanooga  and  i)roceeded  up  the  northern  slo])e  toward  the  hospital  I 
met  you  there  on  horsel)ack.  You  told  me  you  had  come  out  with  General  Rose- 
crans and  were  going  to  reconnoiter  down  the  line  of  the  river;  that  General  Rosecrans 
had  gone  in  the  hospital;  that  you  had  waited  for  him  as  long  as  you  could,  and  now, 
without  waiting  any  longer,  you  would  ride  on  with  me.  We  proceeded  together 
until  we  came  to  the  spot  where  the  road  divided,  one  branch  going  up  the  moimtain 
and  the  other  leading  down  toward  the  river.     I  took  the  mountain  path  on  my  way 
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to  Bridgeport,  while  you  went  down  in  the  direction  of  Browns  Ferry,  and  some- 
where about  there  you  thought  a  position  could  perhaps  be  found  which  would  enable 
us  greatly  to  shorten  the  road  from  Bridgeport.  This  was  the  first  time  that  I  remem- 
ber hearing  of  Browns  Ferry.     *    *    * 

Now,  it  i.s  known  that  General  Smith  had  never  heard  of  Browu.s 
Ferry  until  the  afternoon  of  October  19,  and  this  letter  reveals  that  if 
Mr.  Dana  had  knowledge  at  that  time  of  Browns  Ferr}',  he  must  have 
obtained  it  from  General  Roseerans  or  from  the  headquarters  staff. 
The  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  whether  General  Roseerans  actually 
selected  Browns  Ferry  himself  as  the  point  of  crossing,  or  actually 
visited  it  on  his  personal  reconnoissance  of  October  19,  or  before,  the 
fact  that  he  constanth'  referred  in  his  dispatches  to  the  mouth  of 
Lookout  Creek,  at  the  northern  end  of  Lookout  Valley,  as  one  of  the 
objectives  of  his  operations  to  recover  the  valley,  plainly  indicates  that 
he  had  selected  the  locality  in  his  own  mind,  and  that,  awaiting  com- 
pletion of  the  preparations  for  the  more  important  movement  of  Gen- 
eral Hooker,  the  exact  point  of  crossing,  for  the  cooperating  move- 
ment from  Chattanooga,  within  a  straight  reach  of  open  river 
extending  not  exceeding  8  miles  from  Lookout  Creek  to  the  head 
of  Williams  Island,  could  be  left,  without  neglect  of  prudent  precau- 
tion on  his  part,  to  be  determined  at  the  last  moment  by  a  final  and 
close  examination,  if  not  b}-  himself,  by  that  officer  to  whom  such 
examination  would  naturallv  be  confided,  viz,  General  Smith,  the 
chief  engineer.  The  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  duty  assigned  to 
General  Smith  October  19  of  reconnoitering  the  river  was  a  legitimate 
one  for  him  as  an  engineer  officer,  which,  if  intrusted  to  another 
officer,  would  probably  have  been  resented  by  him,  and  that  the  results 
of  the  final  operations  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley  confirmed  the 
wisdom  of  General  Rosecrans's  plans,  which  contemplated  a  crossing 
of  the  river  at  the  northern  end  of  the  valley  within  a  roach  which 
embraced  Browns  Ferry. 

It  seems  hardly  necessary,  in  view  of  the  records,  to  discuss  the 
priority  of  discovery  of  Browns  Ferry.  As  a  ferry  it  was  known  to 
department  headquarters  by  "Wood's  report  to  Roseerans,  dated 
August  23,  1863  (S.  52,  p.  137);  and  by  Whitaker's  dispatch  to  Cap- 
tain Moe,  assistant  adjutant-general,  September  21,  1863  (S.  52,  pp. 
827-828),  in  which  it  is  stated  that  infantry  and  artillery  are  posted  at 
Browns  Ferry,  descibed  as  located  3  miles  below  the  position  of  Colonel 
Champion's  command  at  a  point  "directly  opposite  the  base  of  Look- 
out Mountain." 

As  an  eligible  point  of  crossing  for  troops,  General  Reynolds  says 
Browns  Ferry  was  already  in  everybody's  mind  as  the  proper  place 
for  the  pontoon  bridge,  and  that  General  Roseerans  .selected  it  for 
that  purpose,  and  it  is  known  that  General  Reynolds  visited  the  ferry 
in   1895   and  identified   it   as   the  one  General  Roseerans   inspected 
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October  19.  General  Thomas,  in  his  official  report,  November  7, 1863, 
mentions  that  Browns  Ferry  had  been  selected  as  the  point  of  crossing 
1)et'ore  he  assumed  command  October  19,  and  that  the  boats  for  the 
required  bridge  were  nearl\^  completed;  and  General  Rosecrans  and 
the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  frequently  mention  the  immediate 
locality  in  field  dispatches  dated  prior  to  October  19.  Rosecrans 
specifically  refers  to  it  in  his  sworn  testimony  before  the  committee 
on  the  conduct  of  the  war,  April  22,  1S65.  (Report  Conduct  of  War, 
vol.  3,  2d  series,  p.  33,  Rosecrans's  Campaign.) 

Major  Bond,  senior  aid-de-camp  on  General  Rosecrans's  staff,  says  in 
his  diary,  written  at  the  time,  that  General  Rosecrans  on  reconnoissance 
of  October  19  visited  Browns  Ferry,  which  he  recorded  as  "the  pro- 
posed point  for  location  of  the  pontoon  bridge." 

General  Rosecrans,  at  the  third  annual  reunion  of  the  Arm}^  of  the 
Cumberland  at  Indianapolis,  December  15, 1869,  also  mentions  Browns 
Ferry  as  the  place  selected  b}'  him  for  bridging  the  Tennessee  River, 
below  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek,  which  statement  was  confirmed 
by  Generals  Sheridan  and  Granger.  The  chief  quartermaster  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  the  provost  marshal  of  Chattanooga  also 
refer  to  Browns  Ferry  as  well  known  at  headquarters  at  that  time. 

These  and  other  papers  lead  the  board  to  believe  that  Browns  Ferry 
in  its  true  place,  and  the  strategic  relation  of  this  crossing  to  plans 
projected  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley,  were  known  to  General 
Rosecrans  late  in  September,  1863,  immediately  after  the  occupation 
of  Chattanooga. 

In  a  military  sense,  the  northern  end  of  Lookout  Valley  embraces 
the  area  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Tennessee  River  extended  from  the 
north  point  of  Lookout  Mountain  downstream  to  where  Raccoon 
Mountain,  or  its  foothills,  closes  in  upon  the  river. 

A  crossing  of  the  river  within  this  limitation  would  fulfill  the  con- 
ditions of  the  plan  for  occupying  Lookout  Valley  outlined  by  General 
Rosecrans  in  his  several  dispatches  from  October  1  to  October  19, 
1863. 

PLAN    OF   OPERATIONS   PROJECTED   AND    EXECUTED. 

General  Thomas  assumed  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Ciun- 
berland  the  night  of  the  day  on  which  General  Rosecrans  was  relieved, 
October  19.  At  11  p.  m.  of  that  da}'  he  sends  a  dispatch  to  General 
Hooker  announcing  his  assumption  of  command,  in  which  he  says: 

You  will  use  all  possible  dispatch  in  concentrating  your  command  and  jireparing 
to  move  in  accordance  with  instructions  of  General  Rosecrans.  (Conduct  of  War 
Supplement,  part  1,  p.  118,  report  General  Thomas.) 

The  board  here  noted  that  neither  General  Thomas  nor  General 
Rosecrans  had  any  conference  with  General  Smith  the  night  this  dis- 
patch was  sent,  and  therefore  General  Thomas  knew  nothing  of  Gen- 
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eral  Smith's  reconnoissance  of  that  day,  nor  of  any  plan  he  may  have 
conceived  as  the  result  of  it  for  occupying  Lookout  Valley,  distinct 
from  that  of  General  Kosecraus  outlined  in  previous  dispatches. 

In  his  testimony  before  the  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war 
just  cited,  General  Thomas  explains  this  dispatch  by  saj'ing-: 

The  instructions  referred  to  in  the  above  were  to  concentrate  as  much  of  his  com- 
mand at  Bridgeport  as  he  could  safely  spare  from  guarding  the  railroad  between  that 
point  and  Nashville,  and  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  move  at  any  moment 
toward  Chattanooga  for  the  purpose  of  opening  communication  with  that  place  by 
river  and  by  rail.  Before  he  was  relieved  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
Cumberland,  General  Rosecrang  and  his  chief  engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  had 
consulted  together  as  to  means  of  relieving  the  army  of  Chattanooga  from  the 
perilous  condition  it  was  in,  owing  to  the  great  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies, 
and  had  partially  planned  the  movement  which  wag  left  to  me  to  be  completed 
when  I  assumed  command,  namely,  to  open  a  short  route  of  supplies  from 
Bridgeport.     *    *    * 

Gen.  eT.  J.  Reynolds,  then  chief  of  staff  to  General  Rosecrans,  fur- 
ther explains  the  same  dispatch  by  saying  that  the  "instructions  of 
General  Rosecrans"  referred  to  were  communicated  anew  to  General 
Hooker  in  a  dispatch  dated  that  morning  (October  19),  which  was  dic- 
tated by  General  Rosecrans  just  before  starting  on  the  reconnoissance. 
This  dispatch  has  not  been  found  in  the  records,  but  General  Reynolds 
refers  for  its  authenticity  to  the  dispatch  sent  by  Hooker  to  Granger 
of  that  date,  which  reads: 

Stevenson,  October  19,  9  a.  m. 
Dispatch  received.     Have  just  received  orders  from  Department  headquarters  to 
hold  my  command  in  readiness  to  march  at  short  notice.     *    *    * 

The  general  plan  for  the  movements  designed  to  reoccupy  Lookout 
Valley  is  mentioned  in  dispatches  dated  as  earh'  as  September  26,  viz: 
Dana  to  Stanton,  September  2(3  (S.  50,  p.  201);  Meigs  to  Stanton, 
September  27  (S.  52,  p.  890);  Rosecrans  to  Hodges,  September  30  (S. 
52,  p.  917);  Rosecrans  to  Hooker,  October  1  (S.  53,  p.  21);  Rosecrans 
to  Hooker,  October  4  (S.  53,  pp.  89,  90);  Dana  to  Stanton,  October  14 
(S.  50,  p.  216);  Dana  to  Stanton,  October  16  (S.  50,  p.  219);  Meigs  to 
Stanton,  October  16  (S.  53,  p.  413).  and  Rosecrans  to  Halleck,  Octo- 
ber 19  (S.  53,  pp.  477, 478). 

Operations  were  partially  suspended  owing  to  the  non  arrival  of 
Hooker's  transportation,  and  also  to  '\^'heeler^s  raid  on  the  line  of  com- 
munication between  Bridgeport  and  Nashville,  which  began  Septem- 
ber 30  and  continued  until  he  was  driven  across  the  river  October  13. 
Active  preparations  for  the  forward  movement  were  again  resumed 
about  October  4,  when  Hooker  is  again  instructed  regarding  the  cross- 
ing of  his  command  at  Bridgeport  (Gartield  to  Hooker,  S.  53,  p.  90). 
The  embarrassing  condition  of  affairs  shown  in  the  dispatches  of  the 
period  from  September  21  to  October  19,  and  the  measures  taken  to 
remedy  it,  reveal,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  constant  alertness  and 
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perspicacity  on  the  part  of  General  Rosecrans  and  his  subordinates  and 
a  due  appreciation  of  the  perils  of  the  situation.  Wise  precautions 
were  taken,  it  will  be  observed,  to  maintain  the  long-er  and  protected 
line  of  supplies  while  preparations  were  in  progress  to  seize  and  hold 
the  shorter  one. 

The  relief  of  General  Rosecrans  from  the  command  of  the  Army 
October  19  added  to  the  complication  of  matters,  but  the  contemplated 
operations  were  not  delayed  in  consequence,  for  General  Thomas  wisely 
directed  General  Hooker  that  nig-ht  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  carry 
out  General  Rosecrans's  instructions  to  concentrate  for  the  proposed 
movement  into  Lookout  Valley. 

The  concentration  of  Hooker's  force  at  Bridgeport  was  begun  at 
once,  but  was  not  completed  when  General  Grant  reached  Chattanooga 
October  23.  On  the  21:th  of  October  General  Grant  made  a  reconnois- 
sance  of  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry,  accompanied  by  General  Thomas 
and  General  Smith,  after  which  the  expedition  to  move  from  Chatta- 
nooga in  cooperation  with  Hooker's  movement  from  Bridgeport  was 
organized  and  placed  under  the  command  of  General  Smith  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  24th  on  the  completion  of  the  reconnoissance. 

On  October  24,  2.30  p.  m.,  Thomas  directs  Hooker  as  follows: 

*  *  *  The  Eleventh  Corps  and  one  division  of  the  Twelfth  will  be  concentrated 
at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Bridgeport  preparatory  to  crossing  the  Tennessee  River  and 
moving  up  the  south  side  to  take  possession  of  Raukius  Ferry.  *  *  *  We  will 
cooperate  at  Browns  Ferry  as  well  as  Rankins  Ferry.  Inform  yourself  with  regard 
to  the  roads  from  Rankins  Ferry,  via  Whitesides,  to  Browns  Ferry.  The  object  of 
the  movement  is  to  hold  the  road  and  gain  possession  of  the  river  as  far  as  Browns 
Ferry.     (War  Rebellion  Records,  Serial  No.  54,  pp.  43,  44.) 

The  movements  were  executed  as  projected.  Smith,  commanding 
the  troops  operating  from  Chattanooga,  started  from  Chattanooga  at 
3  a.  m.  Octoljer  27,  part  of  the  forces  float 'ng  down  the  river  in  pon- 
toon boats  to  Browns  Ferr}^  and  part  going  overland  by  north  side  of 
river  to  same  point,  and  succeeded  in  making  a  lodgment  on  the  south 
side  at  Browns  Ferry  by  7  a.  m.,  where  he  intrenched.  The  bridge 
was  completed  b}"  4.30  p.  m.  of  that  day.  Hooker  marched'  from 
Bridgeport  at  daylight  of  the  27th  of  October,  encamped  that  night  in 
the  vicinity  of  Whitesides,  and  next  day  penetrated  Lookout  Valley 
at  Wauhatchie  and  opened  communication  with  Smith  at  Browns 
Ferry  about  5  p.  m.  Part  of  his  command  went  into  camp  that  night 
at  Wauhatchie  and  the  residue  near  Browns  Ferry.  In  this  position, 
the  wings  separated  by  3  miles,  a  vigorous  attack  was  made  at 
midnight  b}^  the  enemy  in  a  movement  upon  the  center  by  forces 
pushed  from  the  main  army  confronting  Chattanooga  through  the  pass 
along  the  north  end  of  Lookout  Mountain  and  down  the  mountain  side. 
The  attack  was  successfully  resisted  by  Hooker.  No  attack  was  made 
upon  Smith.    Hooker  lost  in  his  engagement  about  400  killed,  wounded, 
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and  missing.  Smith  lost  about  20  killed  and  wounded  in  surprising 
the  passage  and  building  the  pontoon  bridge. 

As  the  success  of  the  general  plan  of  relief  depended  chieflj'^  upon 
Hookers  movement,  and  as  it  had  to  start  from  a  point  remote  from 
Chattanooga,  dispatches  from  General  Rosecrans,  the  Assistant  Secre- 
tary of  AVar,  and  others  relative  to  it  were  necessarily  frequent,  and 
in  them  the  board  notes  repeated  mention  of  prudent  instructions  given 
prior  to  October  19  regarding  every  contingency  of  concentration, 
defense,  and  supply,  as  well  as  regarding  the  urgency  of  securing  and 
holding  advance  supply  points  on  the  lower  river  as  far  up  as  the  head 
of  Williams  Island,  and  the  occupation  of  Lookout  Valley,  if  possible. 

While  these  preparations  were  going  on  equal  but  less  apparent 
attention  was  given  to  preparations  for  the  cooperative  expedition 
starting  from  Chattanooga. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  records  to  show  that  General  Rosecrans  at 
any  time  intended  to  abandon  Chattanooga  to  its  fate,  nor  any  inten- 
tion to  divert  Hooker  from  the  movement  originally  planned  to  recover 
Lookout  Valley,  though  provision  was  made,  it  is  true,  for  the  contin- 
gent transfer  of  part  of  his  forces  to  the  extreme  left  to  resist  a  threat- 
ened movement  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
board  the  record  is  clear  that  Rosecrans  fully  expected  to  hold  Chatta- 
nooga and  to  reopen  Lookout  Valley  as  a  supply  line. 

RESULTS   OF   THE    EXECUTION    OF   THE   PLANS. 

The  board  now  comes  to  the  official  reports  announcing  to  the 
authorities  the  fruits  of  these  two  cooperative  movements: 

1.  Thonuis  to  Ilalleck  (  War  Rehellioii  Records^  Serial  Ay>.  o^,  p.  JfO)^ 
11.30  p.  ?/i.,  October  ^7,  1863. — This  dispatch  contains  an  outline  pre- 
liminary report  upon  what  General  Smith  had  accomplished  and  what 
it  was  hoped  General  Hooker  could  accomplish: 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863— 11.30  p.  m. 

(Received  9  p.  m.,  28th.) 

Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  commanding  Hazen's  brigade,  Sheridan's  division.  Fourth 
Corps,  and  Turchin's  brigade,  Baird's  division.  Fourteenth  Corps,  floated  boats  of 
pontoon  bridge  down  the  river  from  Chattanooga  to  Browns  Ferry,  6  miles  below; 
landed;  surprised  and  drove  off  the  enemy's  pickets  and  reserves;  took  possession 
of  the  hills  commanding  debouche  of  the  ferry  on  southwest  side,  and  laid  bridge 
and  intrenched  the  command  strongly  enough  to  hold  the  bridge  securely. 

By  the  judicious  precautions  taken  by  General  Smith  before  starting,  and  the 
intelligent  cooperation  of  Generals  Turchin  and  Hazen,  commanding  brigades,  and 
Colonel  Stanley,  of  the  Eighteenth  Ohio,  commanding  boat  party,  this  was  a  com- 
plete success,  and  reflected  great  credit  on  all  concerned. 

Our  loss,  4  killed,  15  wounded;  enemj',  8  killed,  6  prisoners,  and  several  wounded. 

General  Hooker,  commanding  troops  composing  Eleventh  Corps  and  part  of 
Twelfth,  marched  from  Bridgeport  at  daylight  to-day  to  open  road  from  Bridgeport 
to  Chattanooga  and  take  some  position  protecting  river.  Two  brigades  of  Palmer's 
division.  Fourth  Corps,  should  have  reached  Rankins  Ferry  to  cooperate  with  Gen- 
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eral  Hooker  to-day.  The  Sixteenth  Ilhnois  reached  Kelleys  Ferry  to  cooperate  with 
General  Hooker.  If  General  Hooker  is  as  successful  as  General  Smith  has  been,  we 
shall  in  a  few  days  have  open  communication  with  Bridgeport  by  water,  as  well  as 
by  a  practicable  road  running  near  the  river  on  the  northern  bank. 

George  H.  Thomas, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Department. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General  in  Chief. 

2.  October  ^8.  Grant  to  HallecJc,  Chattanooga.,  8  p.  m.  {S.  Slf,  p. 
56.) — The  commander  of  the  military  division  likewise  notifies  the 
commander  in  chief  at  Washini^ton  of  the  success  attending  the  com- 
bined movements: 

General  Thomas's  plan  for  securing  the  river  and  south  side  road  hence  to  Bridge- 
port has  proven  eminently  successful.  The  question  of  supplies  may  now  be  regarded 
as  settled.     *    *    * 

It  will  be  noted  in  connection  with  this  dispatch  that  General 
Thomas  in  his  official  report,  November  7,  1863  (S.  54,  p.  42),  gives 
General  Rosecrans  credit  for  the  plan.  Previous  reference  has  been 
made  on  the  same  point  to  General  Thomas's  dispatch,  October  19,  to 
General  Hooker,  then  at  Stevenson,  directing  him  to  carry  out  General 
Rosecrans's  instructions. 

3.  Thomas  to  the  Adjutant- General,  November  7,  186S. — Report  on 
Browns  Ferry,  transmitting  reports  of  General  Hooker  and  General 
Smith  (S.  54,  p.  42,  and  Conduct  of  the  War  Supplement,  part  1,  p.  120): 

*  *  *  Preliminary  steps  had  already  been  taken  to  execute  this  vitally  impor- 
tant movement  before  the  command  of  the  department  devolved  on  me.  The  bridge 
which  it  Avas  necessary  to  throw  across  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry  to  gain  possession 
of  the  northern  end  of  Lookout  Valley  and  open  communication  with  Bridgeport  by 
road  and  river  was  nearly  completed. 

On  the  23d  orders  were  sent  to  General  Hooker  to  concentrate  the  Eleventh  Corps 
and  one  division  of  the  Twelfth  at  Bridgeport,  informing  him  at  the  same  time  what 
his  force  was  expected  to  accomplish,  and  that  a  force  from  this  place  would  cooperate 
with  him  by  establishing  a  bridge  across  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry  and  seize  the 
heights  on  the  south  or  Lookout  Valley  side,  thus  giving  him  an  open  road  to  Chatta- 
nooga when  his  forces  should  arrive  in  Lookout  Valley.  The  force  to  throw  the 
bridge  was  organized  by  Saturday,  the  24th,  and  the  boats  and  bridge  completed,  giv- 
ing General  Smith  two  days  to  examine  the  ground  with  the  two  brigade  commanders 
and  to  give  all  the  necessary  detailed  instructions  to  insure  success.     *    *    * 

*  *  *  The  bridge  was  successfully  thrown  across  the  river  on  the  night  of  the 
26th,  and  General  Hooker  reached  Lookout  Valley  and  communicated  with  this 
place  on  the  28th.  *  *  *  The  skillful  execution  by  General  Smith  of  the  work 
assigned  him  and  the  promptness  with  which  General  Hooker  with  his  troops  met 
and  repulsed  the  enemy  on  the  night  of  the  28th  reflects  the  greatest  credit  on  hoth 
those  officers  and  their  entire  commands.     *    *    * 

General  Thomas  here  explicitly  states  that  the  object  of  Hooker's 
and  Smith's  operations  was  to  gain  possession  of  the  south  bank  of 
the  Tennessee  River  and  to  open  the  road  for  a  depot  of  supplies  at 
Bridgeport,  and  that  October  19  "preliminary  steps  had  already  been 
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taken  to  execute  this  vitally  important  movement,"  and  that  the  boats 
then  building  were  to  be  used  for  a  bridge  to  be  thrown  across  the 
Tennessee  at  Browns  Ferry,  the  exact  location  of  which  the  records 
show  had  been  known  to  the  department  headquarters  since  August  23, 
1863  (S.  52,  p.  137).  This  report  also  shows  that  the  work  assigned  to 
General  Smith  was  confined  to  Browns  Ferry  crossing. 

4.  Referring  to  these  operations.  General  Thomas  states  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  War,  March  9,  1866  (Thomas,  Report 
Conduct  of  War,  supplement  vol.  1,  p.  119): 

The  seizure  of  Browns  Ferry  and  the  splendid  defense  of  Lookout  Valley  by 
General  Hooker's  command  decided  the  question  of  our  ability  to  hold  Chattanooga, 
for  steamers  began  immediately  to  carry  rations  from  Bridgeport  to  Kelleys  Ferry, 
leaving  but  about  8  miles  of  wagon  transportation  from  that  point  to  Chattanooga, 
and  repairs  were  commenced  on  the  railroad  south  of  the  Tennessee  River.  The 
enemy  made  no  further  attempt  to  regain  Lookout  Valley  after  it  had  slipped  from 
his  grasp,  and  confined  himself  to  an  occasional  cannon  shot  from  the  top  of  Lookout 
as  he  watched  our  trains  undisturbedly  moving  from  Kelleys  Ferry  across  the  valley 
bearing  rations  to  a  grateful  army. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  should  be  accorded  great  praise  for 
the  ingenuity  which  conceived  and  the  abiUty  which  executed  the  movement  at 
Browns  Ferry.  The  preparations  were  all  made  in  secrecy,  as  was  also  the  boat 
expedition  which  passed  under  the  overhanging  cliffs  of  Lookout,  so  much  so  that 
when  the  bridge  was  thrown  at  Browns  Ferry  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  sur- 
prise was  as  great  to  the  army  within  Chattanooga  as  it  was  to  the  army  besieging  it 
from  without. 

It  was  a  cooperative  movement,  and  General  Thomas,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  board,  desired  to  thank  each  commander  for  his  special  service — 
Hooker  for  his  movement  from  Bridgeport  and  Smith  for  his  from 
Chattanooga.  In  the  paragraph  referring  to  General  Smith's  conduct 
the  last  sentence  fully  explains  the  first  sentence  and  limits  the  credit 
given  to  General  Smith  to  the  part  he  took  at  Browns  Ferry.  It  can 
not  be  distorted  to  give  Smith  credit  for  conceiving  the  whole  move- 
ment. Hooker's  part  of  which  having  been  provided  for  at  the  time 
Smith  first  arrived  in  that  army,  September  30. 

5.  Smith's  report  to  Thomas  of  operations  for  making  a  lodgment 
on  south  side  of  river  at  Browns  Ferrv  (War  Reb..  S.  54,  p.  77): 

[Extract.] 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  for  making 
lodgment  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry : 

On  the  19th  of  October  I  was  instructed  by  General  Rosecrans  to  reconnoiter  the 
river  in  the  vicinity  of  Williams  Island,  with  a  view  to  making  the  island  a  cover 
for  a  steamboat  landing  and  storehouses,  and  began  the  examination  near  the  lower 
end  of  the  island.  Following  the  river  up  I  found  on  the  opposite  bank,  above  the 
head  of  the  island,  a  sharp  range  of  hills  whose  base  was  washed  by  the  river.  This 
range  extended  up  the  river  nearly  to  Lookout  Creek  and  was  broken  at  Browns 
Ferry  by  a  narrow  gorge,  through  which  ran  the  road  to  the  old  ferry  and  also  flowed 
a  small  creek.  The  valley  between  this  ridge  of  hills  and  Raccoon  Mountain  was 
narrow  and  a  lodgment  effected  there  would  give  us  the  command  of  the  Kelleys 
Ferry  road  and  seriously  interrupt  the  communications  of  the  enemy  up  Lookout 
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Valley  and  down  to  the  river  on  Raccoon  Mountain.  The  ridge  seemed  thinly 
picketed  and  the  evidences  were  against  the  occupation  of  that  part  of  the  valley  by 
a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  and  it  seemed  quite  possible  to  take  l)y  surprise  what 
could  not  have  been  carried  by  assault  if  heavily  occupied  l)y  an  opposing  force. 

The  major-general  commanding  the  geographical  division  and  the  major-general 
commanding  the  department  visited  with  me  the  ferry  a  few  days  after  this  recon- 
noissance,  and  were  agreed  as  to  the  importance  of  the  position  by  itself,  and  espe- 
cially in  connection  with  the  movements  to  be  made  from  Bridgeport  to  open  the 
river,  and  I  was  directed  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  expedition  to 
effect  the  lodgment.     *    *    * 

General  Smith  does  not  claim  in  this  report  that  he  originated  the 
general  plan  for  relieving  Chattanooga  b}'  way  of  Lookout  Valley,  but 
simply  that  he  was  charged  with  the  organization  and  conduct  of  the 
movement  which  started  from  Chattanooga  to  connect  at  Browns 
Ferr}'  with  Hooker's  movement  from  Bridgeport. 

6.  Thomas's  congratulatory  orders  (S.  54,  p.  68),  November  1,  1S63: 

Orders.]  Hdqrs.  DErARTMExx  of  the  Ccmberland, 

Chattanooga,  November  1,  1S63. 

The  general  comaanding  tenders  his  thanks  to  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  and  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  expedition  under  his  command,  consisting  of  the  brigades  of 
Brigadier-Generals  Turchin  and  Hazen,  the  boat  parties  under  Col.  T.  R.  Stanley, 
Eighteenth  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  the  pioneer  bridge  party.  Captain  Fox,  Michigan 
Engineers,  for  the  skill  and  cool  gallantry  displayed  in  securing  a  permanent  lodg- 
ment on  the  south  side  of  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry  and  in  putting  in  position  the 
pontoon  bridge  on  the  night  of  the  26th  instant.  The  successful  execution  of  this 
duty  was  attended  with  the  most  important  results  in  obtaining  a  safe  and  easy  com- 
riunication  with  Bridgeport  and  shortening  our  line  of  supplies. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas. 

C.  GODDARD, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

This  order  congratulates  General  Smith  and  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  expedition  for  the  gallant  and  efficient  services  rendered  in  secur- 
ing a  permanent  lodgment  at  Browns  Ferry. 

7.  General  Orders,  265,  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumber- 
land (S.  54,  p.  68),  November  7,  1863: 

General  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

No.  265.  i  CJiattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  7,  1863. 

The  recent  movements,  resulting  in  the  estal)lishm"ent  of  a  new  and  short  line  of 
comnmnication  with  Bridgeport  and  the  possession  of  the  Tennessee  River,  Avere  of 
so  brilliant  a  character  as  to  deserve  special  notice. 

The  skill  and  cool  gallantry  of  the  officers  and  men  composing  the  expedition 
under  Brig.  Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  consisting  of  the  brigades  of 
Brigadier-Generals  Turchin  and  Hazen,  the  boat  parties  under  Colonel  Stanley, 
Eighteenth  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  the  pontooneers  under  Captain  Fox,  Michigan 
Engineers  and  Mechanics,  in  effecting  a  permanent  lodgment  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river  at  Browns  Ferry  deserve  the  highest  praise. 

The  column  under  IMajor-General  Hooker,  which  took  possession  of  the  line  from 
Bridgeport  to  the  foot  of  Lookout  Mountain,  deserve  great  credit  for  their  brilliant 
success  in  driving  the  enemy  from  every  position  which  they  attacked.  The  bayo- 
net charge  made  by  the  troops  of  General  Howard  up  a  steep  and  difficult  hill  over 
200  feet  high,  completely  routing  the  enemy  and  driving  him  from  his  barricades  on 
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top,  and  the  repulse  by  General  Hooker's  command  of  greatly  superior  numbers 
who  attempted  to  surprise  him  will  rank  among  the  most  distinguished  feats  of  arms 
of  this  war. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas. 

C.  GODDARD, 

AssiMant  Adjutant-  General. 

Cooperative  movements  are  here  again  recognized  and  credit  is 
given  to  the  commanding  general  of  each  expedition  for  the  particular 
services  he  rendered. 

The  board  attaches  great  importance  to  the  testimony  of  General 
Rosecrans  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  War  (vol.  3,  p.  33, 
second  series).  It  is  full  and  detailed  as  regards  the  plans  projected  by 
Rosecrans,  and  was  given  in  1865,  only  seventeen  months  after  the 
occurrence,  when  the  details  of  the  proposed  operations  were  fresh  in  his 
mind  and  he  had  no  motive  in  coloring  his  statements.     (Inclosure  D  8.) 

The  stenographic  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  third  reunion  of 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  at  Indianapolis,  December  16,  1869,  in 
which  Generals  Rosecrans,  Sheridan,  Granger,  and  many  other  par- 
ticipants in  the  Chickamauga  campaign  took  part,  threw  important 
additional  light  upon  the  matter  under  consideration.  (Inclosure  D  11, 
pp.  76-80.)  [Note. — Incorporated  in  letter  of  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton, 
A  1,  pages  33-35.] 

The  board  invites  attention  also  to  General  Wilders  letter  of  Sep- 
tember 8,  1900,  forming  Inclosure  A  1,  page  35.  This  officer  led  the 
advance  in  t'he  original  movement  upon  Chattanooga,  August  to  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  and  gives  many  interesting  details  regarding  Chatta- 
nooga and  its  approaches  which  were  communicated  to  General 
Rosecrans  in  a  personal  conference  at  headquarters,  September  23, 
1863,  one  month  prior  to  the  joint  reconnoissance  of  the  river 
October  19  by  General  Rosecrans  and  General  Smith. 

Attention  is  also  invited  to  the  manner  in  which  the  legend  attached 
to  General  Thomas's  official  map,  1868,  illustrative  of  the  campaign  of 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  was  finally  adopted,  as  described  on 
page  31  of  inclosure  Al. 

CONCLUSIONS   OF   THE    BOARD. 

After  a  diligent  search  of  the  official  records  the  board  fails  to  find 
any  evidence  that  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  was  the  originator  of  the  plan 
for  the  relief  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  by  military  operations  to  be  con- 
ducted in  Lookout  Valley,  October,  1863.  On  the  contrary,  there  is 
abundant  evidence  in  the  official  records  to  show  that  the  plan,  which 
contemplated  crossings  of  the  Tennessee  River  at  Bridgeport  and  at 
the  northern  end  of  Lookout  Valley,  and  which  was  successfully  exe- 
cuted by  General  Thomas  October  26  to  28,  1863,  was  devised  and 
prepared  for  by  General  Rosecrans  before  relinquishing  command,  and 
that  its  execution  was  begun,  under  orders  issued  by  General  Thomas, 
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the  very  night  (October  19)  that  General  Rosecrans  was  relieved  f  rorii 
command  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland  and  without  consulta- 
tion with  General  Smith. 

There  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  General  Smith  took  any  part, 
whether  by  counsel  or  by  action,  in  the  operations  conducted  by  General 
Hooker  through  Lookout  Valley  from  the  direction  of  Bridgeport. 

In  conclusion,  the  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  legend  complained 
of  does  no  injustice  to  the  militar}'  record  of  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith. 

John  R.  Brooke, 

Major-  General. 
G.  L.  Gillespie, 
Colonel,  Qyrps  of  Engineers. 
M.  V.  Sheridan, 
Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
The  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
The  proceedings,  conclusions,  and  opinion  of  the  board  are  approved. 

Elihu  Root, 

Secretary  of  AVav. 
War  Department,  Fehruary  16,  1901. 


LIST  OF  INCLOSURES. 

A  1.  Letter  from  the  chairman  of  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National 
Park  Commission  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke,  dated  October  30,  1900,  which  is  a 
history  of  the  case  as  borne  out  by  the  official  records.  The  following  papers  accom- 
pany this  letter,  viz: 

1.  Copy  of  a  pamphlet  issued  by  General  Smith  in  1891,  entitled  "The  Relief 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  the  opening  of  the  short  line  of  communi- 
cation between  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  Bridgepoi't,  Ala.,  in  October,  1863. 
William  Farrar  Smith,  brevet  major-general,  United  States  Army." 

2.  Pamphlet  issued  by  General  Smith  in  1895,  entitled  "The  Reopening  of  the 
Tennessee  River  near  Chattanooga,  October,  1863,  as  related  by  Maj.  Gen.  George 
H.  Thomas  and  the  Official  Record.  Compiled  and  annotated  by  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen. 
William  Farrar  Smith." 

3.  A  newsjjaper  statement  of  his  case,  by  General  Smith,  in  the  Chattanooga 
Times  and  Philadelphia  Times  of  September  15,  1895. 

4.  Preliminary  reply,  October  5,  1895,  of  H.  V.  Boynton  to  this  paper  of  Gen- 
eral Smith. 

5.  Extended  reply,  January  26,  1896,  of  II.  V.  Boynton,  t^)  the  same  paper  of 
General  Smith. 

6.  General  Smith's  first  appeal  to  Hon.  Russell  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War, 
dated  November  5,  1897. 

7.  General  Smith's  second  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  November 
15,  1897. 

8.  Statement  of  General  Smith's  claim,  as  made  by  him  to  Gen.  H.  M. 
Dufiield. 

9.  Letter  of  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission  to 
General  Duffield  in  regard  to  the  claim  set  forth  in  paper  8,  dated  March  22, 
1898. 
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.  A  2.  Letter  of  Gen.  H.  M.  Duffield  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  January  23, 
1900,  transmitting  report  on  the  Browns  Ferry  case,  regardmg  who  deserved  credit 
for  the  conception  of  certain  flank  movement  at  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  in  1863. 

A  3.  Letter  of  Gen.  WiUiam  F.  Smith  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  March,  1900, 
which  is  a  reply  to  the  report  of  General  Duffield. 

A  4.  Letter  of  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  March  26,  1900, 
suljmitting  an  additional  statement  to  substantiate  his  claim  that  he  and  not  Gen- 
eral Rosecrans  conceived  the  idea  of  opening  the  Tennessee  River,  and  asking  for 
the  appointment  of  a  board  to  decide  the  question. 

B  1.  Letter  of  Gen.  William  F.  Smith  to  General  Gillespie,  dated  August  26,  1900, 
stating  that  he  would  like  to  see  the  reply  to  his  paper,  and  reply  to  it  if  he  finds  state- 
ments without  evidence.  Requests  Colonel  Gillespie  to  read  certain  independent 
statements,  and  mentions  them. 

B  2.  Letter  of  Gen.  William  F.  Smith  to  General  Gillespie,  dated  September  8, 
1900,  stating  that  he  will  not  be  able  to  send  the  histories  to  the  board,  for  he  does 
not  own  them,  but  will  send  to  the  recorder  titles  and  pages. 

B  3.  Letter  of  Gen.  William  F.  Smith  to  General  Gillespie,  dated  September  1-4, 
1900,  asking  to  have  presented  to  the  board  a  list  of  books  he  wishes  the  board  to 
consult,  etc. 

B  4.  Letter  of  Gen.  William  F.  Smith  to  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke,  requesting  that 
certain  books  be  examined  by  the  board,  dated  September  14,  1900. 

B  5.  Letter  of  Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  dated  September  20, 1900,  asking  the  board, 
when  discussing  the  question  of  his  protest  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  November, 
1897,  to  examine  certain  authorities. 

B  6.  Letter  of  Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  dated  September  20, 1900,  inclosing  a  revised 
list  of  books  he  requests  the  board  to  examine  while  discussing  the  subject  of  the 
Legend,  etc. 

B  7.  Letter  of  General  Smith  to  Colonel  Sheridan,  not  dated,  in  which  he  desires 
to  make  a  correction  in  a  letter,  copy  of  which  he  incloses,  written  by  Mr.  T. 
Williams. 

B  8.  Letter  of  Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  dated  October  8,  1900,  inclosing  the  follow- 
ing papers  for  the  information  of  the  board: 

1.  Extract  from  Van  Home's  Life  of  Thomas. 

2.  List  of  letters  received  at  various  times  from  well-known  parties. 

3.  Copy  of  letter  of  John  C.  Ropes,  dated  May  2,  1895. 

4.  Pamphlet  entitled  "The  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River  near  Chatta- 
nooga, October,  1863." 

B  9.  Letter  of  Gen.  William  F  Smith,  dated  October  8,  1900,  inclosing  the  follow- 
ing papers  which  were  sent  him  by  the  War  Department: 

1.  Copy  of  letter  of  R.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War,  dated  November  30,  1897. 

2.  Copy  of  letter  from  General  Smith  to  Col.  H.  M.  Duffield,  dated  April  3, 
1898. 

3.  Copy  of  letter  of  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds,  dated  May  20,  1895. 

4.  Map  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinity. 

5.  Copy  of  letter  of  John  C.  Ropes,  dated  May  2,  1895. 

6.  Extract  fro'm  Van  Home's  Life  of  Thomas,  from  page  154. 

7.  A  package  of  letters  from  various  sources  relating  to  the  matter. 

8.  A  pamphlet  entitled  ' '  The  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River  near  Chatta- 
nooga, October,  1863." 

9.  List  of  references  to  authorities. 

10.  List  of  letters  received  at  various  times  from  well-known  persons. 

B  10.  Letter  of  General  Smith  to  General  Gillespie,  dated  October  25, 1900,  explain- 
ing some  things  in  connection  with  his  claim,  and  especially  Mr.  Dana's  letter. 
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B  11.  Letter  of  General  Smith,  dated  December  29,  1900,  in  answer  to  one  from 
General  Gillespie  asking  certain  (luestions. 

B  12.  Letter  from  Hon.  Anthony  Higgins,  dated  September  21,  1900,  stating  that 
General  Smith  is  not  well,  and  that  he  requests  Mr.  Higgins  to  represent  him  before 
the  board.  Mr.  Higgins  asks  when  the  board  will  meet,  etc.  Carbon  answer  to 
Mr.  Higgins  inclosed. 

B  13.  Letter  of  Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  dated  September  28,  1900,  requesting  to  be 
fm-nished  with  a  list  of  the  papers  forwarded  by  the  War  Department  to  the  board. 
Carbon  answer  inclosed. 

B  14.  Letter  of  General  Brooke  to  General  Smith,  dated  November  26,  1900, 
relative  to  inability  of  board  to  meet  until  return  of  General  Gillespie  from  Porto 
Rico. 

B  15.  Letter  of  General  Brooke  to  Hon.  Anthony  Higgins,  dated  Decembers,  1900, 
asking  if  he  proposes  to  submit  any  argument  before  board,  and  if  so,  whether  or 
not  a  copy  of  said  argument  can  be  furnished  to  the  park  commission. 

B  16.  Letter  from  Hon.  Anthony  Higgins,  acknowledging  General  Brooke's  letter 
of  December  3,  1900.  States  he  has  not  yet  completed' the  preparation  of  his  paper, 
but  inquires  if  he  could  have  a  copy  of  any  paper  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  park 
commissioners.     Carbon  answer  herewith. 

B  17.  Letter  of  General  Brooke  to  Hon.  Anthony  Higgins,  relative  to  a  meeting  of 
the  board  called  for  Wednesday,  January  9,  1901. 

B  18.  Letter  from  Hon.  Anthony  Higgins,  acknowledging  communication  of  Jan- 
uary 7,  1901,  and  incloses  a  paper  prepared  on  behalf  of  General  Smith. 

B  19.  Copy  of  letter  to  Hon.  Anthony  Higgins,  dated  January  11,  1901,  inclosing 
copy  of  the  letter  of  the  chairman  of  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National 
Park  Commission  (paper  marked  A  1) . 

B  20.  Letter  from  General  Smith,  dated  January  21,  1901,  asking  that  he  be  per- 
mitted to  appear  before  the  board  in  person.     Carbon  answer  herewith. 

B  21.  Letter  of  General  Smith  to  General  Gillespie,  dated  January  24,  1901,  rela- 
tive to  being  permitted  to  appear  in  person  before  the  board. 

B  22.  Letter  from  Hon.  Anthony  Higgins,  dated  January  22,  1901,  inclosing  an 
additional  statement  in  behalf  of  General  Smith,  and  also  a  short  letter  from  General 
Smith  himself  upon  the  same  subject. 

B  23.  Letter  of  General  Smith,  dated  January  28, 1901,  submitting  a  paper  on  mat- 
ters which  he  intended  to  present  orally  to  the  board. 

C  1.  Letter  from  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  dated  September  4,  1900,  relative  to  cer- 
tain papers  furnished  General  Smith  which  have  not  been  returned,  and  asks  if  they 
have  been  referred  to  the  board.  Asks  if  he  can  see  General  Smith's  reply  to  Gen- 
eral Duffield's  report,  etc.     Carbon  answer  herewith. 

C  2.  Letter  of  Gen.  H.  Y.  Boynton,  dated  September  7,  1900,  asking  to  be  sent  a 
letter  of  General  Smith,  of  March  last,  to  Secretary  of  War,  discussing  report  of  Gen- 
eral Duffield.     Carbon  answer  herewith. 

C  3.  Letter  of  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  returning  letter  of  Gen.  William  ¥.  Smitli, 
transmitted  to  the  commission  by  letter  of  September  8,  1900. 

C  4.  Letter  from  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  dated  October  3,  1900,  relative  to  "The 
mistakes  of  Grant,"  in  the  North  American  Review  for  December,  1885. 

C  5.  Letter  from  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  dated  October  30,  1900,  submitting  to  the 
board  "such  papers,  records,  and  information"  in  the  commission's  possession  aa 
are  pertinent  to  the  claim  of  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith. 

C  6.  Letter  from  Gen.  H.  Y.  Boynton,  dated  November  12,  1900,  forwarding  copy 
of  atlas  issued  by  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commissi(jn,  the  first 
page  of  which  contains  the  full  text  of  the  legend  to  which  General  Smith  objects, 
and  Plate  YI  of  which  shows  the  positions  about  Browns  Ferry. 
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0  7.  Letter  from  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  dated  Novemlser  24,  19C0,  relative  to  Gen- 
eral Gillespie's  inquiry  about  the  sending  of  maps  by  General  Rosecrans's  order  to 
General  Hooker. 

C  8.  Letter  from  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  dated  November  24,  1900,  inclosing  a  letter 
written  by  Captain  Margedant,  September  4,  1895,  which  describes  the  maps  and 
plans  on  hand  before  the  relief  of  General  Rosecrans. 

C  9.  Letter  from  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  dated  November  27,  1900,  stating  that  the 
Park  Commission  have  the  names  and  addresses  of  16  survivors  of  the  Eighteenth 
Ohio  Battery,  and  have  sent  them  all  a  copy  of  the  inclosed  letter.  Answers  to  the 
letter  sent  these  survivors  are  herewith. 

C  10.  Letter  from  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  dated  November  30,  1900,  requesting  that 
ex-Senator  Higgins  submit  his  argument  to  the  board  in  writing,  to  the  end  that  if 
it  contains  errors  of  statement  the  Commission  may  have  an  opportunity  to  point 
them  out. 

D  1.  Copy  of  letter  from  the  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army,  dated  August 
25, 1900,  designating  names  of  officers  to  comprise  board  to  investigate  General  Smith's 
claim. 

D  2.  Copy  of  letter  to  the  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army,  dated  November 
12, 1900,  asking  that  the  board  appointed  to  rejjort  upon  the  matter  of  Maj.  William 
F.  Smith  be  authorized  to  visit  Chattanooga.  Letter  of  authority  from  Adjutant- 
General  herewith. 

D  3.  Letter  from  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  dated  January  11,  1901,  relative 
to  maps  on  file  concerning  Chattanooga  and  its  aj^proaches. 

D  4.  Letter  from  Frank  S.  Bond,  late  major  and  aid  de  camp  on  staff  of  General 
Rosecrans,  dated  December  27,  1900,  submitting  an  extract  from  his  diary  of  events 
kept  during  the  three  years  he  was  in  the  service. 

D  5.  Extract  from  article  by  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox  on  the  Chickamauga  crisis.  Scribner's, 
September,  1900,  page  332. 

D  6.  Extract  from  Memoirs  of  General  Grant,  vol.  2. 

D7.  Extract  from  the  Memoirs  of  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan  (pp.  298-302). 

D  8.  Extract  from  Rosecrans's  testimony  before  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Con- 
duct of  the  War  of  1865.     Report  of  committee,  part  3,  1864-65,  p.  32-33. 

D  9.  Letter  from  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  dated  November  26, 1900,  transmitting  three 
copies  of  a  half  tone  showing  the  western  slope  of  Lookout  Mountain. 

D  10.  Letter  of  Gen.  A.  W.  Greely,  dated  November  1,  1900,  forwarding  for  use 
of  the  board.  History  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  IV,  by  J.  F.  Rhodes;  The  Missis- 
sippi Valley  in  the  Civil  war,  by  Fiske. 

D  11.  Stenographic  report  of  the  proceedings  at  the  third  reunion  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  at  Indianapolis,  December  16,  1869. 

Note. — Where  duplicates  appear  in  the  above  list,  they  are  printed  but  once. 


THE  CASE  OF  THE  PARK  COMMISSION. 

[luclosure  A  1.] 

War  Department, 
Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Washington,  October  30,  1900. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  East,  Governors  Island,  Xeiv  York. 
General:  This  commission  has  been  notified  by  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  has  appointed  you  president  of  a  board  to  pass  upon  the 
accuracy  of  a  legend,  in  an  atlas  issued  by  this  commission,  which  attributes  the 
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authorship  of  the  plan  for  opening  the  Tennessee  River  hne  of  supphes  from  Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.,  to  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  in  October,  1863,  to  Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecrans.  The 
accuracy  of  this  legend  is  questioned  by  Maj.  William  F.  Smith,  United  States  Army, 
retired,  who  at  the  time  of  the  operations  referred  to  was  chief  engineer  of  the 
Department  of  the  Cumberland,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  of  volunteers,  and 
who  now  claims  that  the  plan  for  reopening  the  river  line  was  his  and  not  General 
Rosecrans' s. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  directed  this  commission  to  furnish  your  board  with 
"such  papers,  records,  and  information  as  may  be  pertinent  to  the  question  at  issue." 

That  portion  of  the  legend  to  which  General  Smith  objects  appears  in  tlie  atlas  of 
the  commission  for  map  No.  6  (coi)y  herewith)  in  the  following  form: 

At  daylight  of  October  27  the  river  line  of  communication  with  Bridgeport  was 
opened  by  the  execution  of  a  plan  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley,  devised  by  General 
Rosecrans,  a])i)roved  by  General  Thomas,  and  ordered  executed  by  General  Grant 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith. 

General  Smith's  contention,  which  has  reached  this  commission,  unofficially,  in 
various  forms,  is  that  the  authorship  of  the  entire  plan  set  forth  in  this  legend  should 
i  '0  ascribed  to  him.  His  last  request  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  an  official  inquiry 
in  the  case  is  as  follows: 

I  have  the  honor  to  ask  that  some  officer  of  the  United  States  Army,  on  the  active 
or  retired  list,  may  be  detailed  to  take  up  and  report  upon  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the 
legend  of  the  atlas  published  by  the  Chickamauga  Park  Commission  in  so  far  as  the 
legend  refers  to  the  authorship  of  the  plan  for  relieving  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
from  its  position  of  starvation  in  1863  (October). 

The  history  of  the  case,  which  this  commission  accepts  as  fully  borne  out  Ijy  the 
official  records,  is: 

(1)  That  the  plan  for  reopening  the  Tennessee  River  from  Chattanooga  to  Bridge- 
port by  the  advance  of  General  Hooker's  forces  from  the  latter  point  to  Lookout 
Valley,  there  to  meet  cooperating  troops  to  cross  from  Chattanooga,  was  devised  by 
General  Rosecrans  before  the  arrival  of  General  Smith  from  the  east,  and  that  before 
such  arrival  the  preliminary  orders  for  the  execution  of  the  plan  for  reopening  the 
river  line,  including  the  construction  of  a  steamboat  at  Bridgeport,  and  directions  to 
General  Hooker  to  cross  the  Tennessee  at  that  point  and  come  forward  at  once  to 
Chattanooga,  had  been  given  by  General  Rosecrans. 

(2)  That  this  movement  was  delayed  by  the  operation  known  as  the  Wheeler 
raid  on  the  mountain  lines  of  communication;  that  orders  for  the  original  movement 
were  repeated  by  General  Rosecrans  immediately  after  that  raid,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  pontoon  boats  for  a  ])ridge  to  Lookout  Valley  urged  forward  with  vigor;  that 
on  October  19,  1863,  after  ordering  General  Hooker  to  be  ready  to  move  forward. 
General  Rosecrans  rode  with  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds  and  Maj.  F.  S.  Bond,  of  his  staff,  to 
Browns  Ferry,  and  selected  that  as  the  place  for  throwing  a  pontoon  bridge  for  the 
crossing  into  Lookout  Valley  of  the  cooperating  force  from  Chattanooga,  and  that 
upon  returning  from  that  ride  he  received  the  order  relieving  him  and  placing  Gen. 
George  H.  Thomas  in  command. 

(3)  That  General  Thomas,  upon  assuming  command,  telegraphed  the  same  night 
(October  19)  to  General  Hooker  to  carry  out  General  Rosecrans' s  last  instructions, 
and  proceeded  to  perfect  the  details  of  General  Rosecrans's  plan;  that  upon  the 
arrival  of  General  Grant,  four  days  later,  the  plan  was  explained  to  him,  and  the 
next  day  its  execution  was  ordered,  the  throwing  of  the  bridge  and  occupation  of 
the  ojjposite  shore  being  confided  to  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  who  executed  this  part  of 
the  plan  in  a  brilliant  manner  during  the  night  of  October  26  and  morning  of  the  27th. 

(4)  That  General  Grant  in  his  dispatches  ascribed  the  plan  of  relief  to  General 
Thomas,  who,  in  turn,  testified  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War 
that  the  general  plan  was  General  Rosecrans's,  and  that  he  (Thomas)  had  completed 
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it  upon  assuming  command.  In  his  official  dispatches  he  gave  great  credit  to  General 
Smith  for  the  "skillful  execution  by  General  Smith  of  the  work  assigned  him." 

The  following  dates  will  be  found  convenient  in  the  further  examination  of  the 
case: 

The  Ai'my  of  the  Cumberland,  after  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  was  established  in 
Chattanooga  durmg  September  22,  1863. 

General  Hooker's  army  reached  Bridgeport  September  30. 

Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  reached  Chattanooga  September  30,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  pi- 
chief  engineer  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland  October  3. 

General  Kosecrans  was  relieved  the  evening  of  October  19,  and  Gen.  George  E. 
Thomas  immediately  assumed  command. 

General  Smith  fixes  October  19  as  the  date  of  his  first  visit  to  and  first  knowledge 
of  Browns  Ferry.  In  a  signed  communication  printed  in  several  newspapers,  among 
others  the  Philadelphia  Press  and  the  Chattanooga  Times,  the  date  of  the  latter  being 
September  15,  1895,  General  Smith  also  fixes  the  evening  of  October  19  as  the  time 
when  he  devised  his  plan  for  the  movement  to  reopen  the  river,  and  sets  forth  that 
he  laid  his  plan  before  General  Thomas  October  20. 

The  connection  of  General  Rosecrans  with  the  reopening  of  the  river  by  way  of 
Browns  Ferry  and  Lookout  Valley,  so  far  as  the  same  bears  upon  the  accuracy  of 
the  legend  called  in  question  by  General  Smith,  is  thus  set  forth  in  the  official 
records — the  references  being  to  the  serial  number  and  page  of  the  published  records 
of  the  war. 

The  day  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  reached  Chattanooga  from  Rossville  after 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  General  Rosecrans  ordered  Whitaker's  brigade  to  occupy 
the  heights  opposite  Lookout  Mountain.  These  were  known  as  Moccasin  Point. 
(Serial  No.  50,  p.  163.) 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

■  Chattanooga,  September  22,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Gordon  Granger: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  order  General  Whitaker's  brigade  at 
once  across  the  river  to  occupy  the  heights  opposite  the  point  of  Lookout  Mountain. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  SWAIM, 

Captain,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

September  24  General  Whitaker  reports  the  occupation  of  Browns  Ferry  by  the 
One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Illinois  and  one  section  of  the  Eighteenth  Ohio  Battery, 
and  fixes  the  position  as  3  miles  below  the  position  of  Colonel  Champion  (Ninety- 
sixth  Illinois),  which  was  at  Moccasin  Point.     (S.  52,  p.  828) : 

The  Ninety-sixth  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  the  Eighty-fourth  Indiana  and  Tenth 
Indiana  Battery,  Fortieth  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  one  section  Eighteenth  Ohio  Battery 
are  directly  opposite  the  base  of  Lookout  Mountain,  protecting  the  ferry.  The  One 
hundred  and  fifteenth  Illinois  Volunteers,  one  section  of  the  Eighteenth  Ohio  Battery 
at  Browns  Ferry,  about  3  miles  below  the  position  of  Colonel  Champion. 

This  report  was  received  the  same  day  at  General  Rosecrans' s  headquarters,  as 
appears  from  a  ja receding  dispatch  (S.  52,  p.  827). 

This  is  held  by  this  commission  to  dispose  of  General  Smith's  contention,  presented 
at  length  in  his  pamphlet  furnished  this  commission  (pp.  102, 103) ,  that  General  Rose- 
crans had  no  knowledge  of  the  real  Browns  Ferry,  but  supposed  it  to  be  at  the  mouth 
of  Lookout  Creek,  3  miles  above  and  opj^osite  ^Moccasin  Pomt.  The  map  with  which 
General  Smith  sustains  this  contention  is  one  of  the  series  of  progress  maps  issued  as 
the  army  advanced,  with  the  best  obtainable  information  of  the  country  in  advance. 
This  particular  map  was  issued  at  Stevenson,  Ala.,  September  8,  and  so  before  the 
entrance  of  any  Union  troops  into  Chattanooga.  It  was  soon  after  corrected  as  to  the 
position  of  the  ferries. 
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September  27  Quartermaster-General  3Ieigs  telegraphed  Secretary  Stanton  as  fol- 
lows (S.  52,  p.  890) : 

One  steamboat  and  a  few  flats  are  ready  for  service.  Another  steamboat  is  nearing 
completion.  For  another  the  machinery  is  at  Bridgeport.  The  water  is  too  low  at 
present  for  the  Pahit  Jiock,  the  captured  steamboat,  to  navigate  the  river,  and  the 
rebels  command  the  channel.  When  the  troops  understood  to  be  on  their  way  here 
arrive  General  Eosecrans  expects  to  recover  command  of  the  river  to  Bridgeport. 
Supplies  can  then  be  accumulated  by  water. 

General  Smith,  in  his  pamphlet  sent  this  conunission  (p.  97),  asserts  that  General 
]Meigs  as  late  as  October  16  was  ignorant  of  any  })lan  to  reopen  the  river,  and  argues 
from  that  that  General  Eosecrans  had  no  plan. 

When  General  Hooker,  in  command  of  the  forces  on  the  way  from  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  to  the  relief  of  General  Eosecrans  at  Chattanooga,  reached  Cincinnati 
he  telegraphed  General  Eosecrans,  September  29,  as  follows  (S.  48,  p.  177) : 

Will  General  Eosecrans  please  indicate  the  point  where  the  troops  will  leave  the 
railroad? 

September  30  General  Eosecrans  replied  (S.  48,  p.  179): 

Your  corps  will  pass  cUrectly  to  Bridgeport  without  reshipment  at  Tvasliville.  Field 
transportation  will  be  ready  for  you  at  Bridgeport. 

The  wagon  transportation  of  the  column  had  been  left  at  the  p]ast. 
September  30  Colonel  Hodges,  chief  quartermaster  at  Nashville,  telegraphed  Gen- 
eral Eosecrans  (S.  52,  947): 

Will  you  please  give  me  an  idea  as  to  where  the  troox)S  now  coming  in  will  be  for 
the  present? 

The  same  date  General  Eosecrans  replied  (S.  52,  p.  947) : 

Your  dispatch  of  this  morning  received.  The  troops  now  coming  in  will  operate  on 
the  Lookout  Valley  line,  unless  called  northward. 

The  contingency  of  calling  some  of  the  troops  northward  referred  to  the  possi- 
bility that  they  would  be  needed  to  assist  in  repulsing  the  Wheeler  raid.  It  turned 
out  that  this  raid  seriously  delayed  Hooker's  forward  movement  to  Chattanooga. 

September  26  Assistant  Secretary  Dana,  in  a  telegram  to  Secretary  Stanton,  thus 
indicated  General  Eosecrans' s  preparations  for  meeting  General  Hooker's  forces  in 
Lookout  Valley  (S.  50,  p.  201) : 

Eosecrans  is  about  to  lay  a  bridge  across  the  Tennessee  at  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek, 
so  that  he  can  operate  from  here  in  that  vallej'  without  crossing  the  mountain. 

And  again,  September  29,  Mr.  Dana  telegraphs  Mr.  Stanton  (S.  50,  p.  203): 

Hooker  will  first  be  stationed  at  Wauhatchie,  in  Lookout  Valley,  at  the  junction  of 
the  Chattanooga  and  Trenton  and  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroads. 

The  day  after  General  Smith's  arrival  at  Chattanooga  and  two  days  before  he  was 
assigned  to  duty,  namely,  October  1,  General  Eosecrans  telegraphed  General  Hooker, 
who  had  arrived  at  Bridgeport  September  30  (S.  53,  p.  25) : 

Put  down  a  pontoon  bridge  and  make  immediate  ]ireparation  for  crossing  your 
command  at  that  point. 

With  the  exception  of  the  last  dispatch  the  quotations  thus  far  made  from  the 
official  records  relate  to  a  period  antedating  General  Smith's  arrival  in  the  Western 
army.  Yet  in  the  face  of  these  records  he  declares  in  his  pamphlet  (j).  99)  that  up 
to  October  16  "no  line  emanating  from  him  [Eosecrans]  has  squinted  toward  a 
movement  to  recapture  Lookout  Valley,  nor  has  he  given  to  Dana  or  Meigs  any 
hint  of  such  a  plan  being  on  foot." 

It  is  held  by  the  commission  that  these  dispatches  make  it  perfectly  clear  that 
General  Eosecrans,  at  a  time  previous  to  the  arrival  of  General  Smith  at  Chattanooga, 
and  at  least  three  days  before  the  latter  was  put  on  duty  there,  and  nearly  three 
weeks  before  the  dav  which  General  Smith  himself  fixes  as  the'date  of  his  first  visit 
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to  Browns  Ferry,  had  fully  decided  upon  the  plan  of  opening  Lookout  Valley  by  an 
advance  of  General  Hooker's  troops  from  Bridgeport  in  cooperation  with  the  troops 
from  Chattanooga. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  1865,  General  Rosecrans  appeared  before  the  Committee  on 
the  Conduct  of  the  War  in  Washington,  and  upon  being  sworn,  testified  as  follows 
in  regard  to  his  plan  for  opening  the  line  of  supplies  through  Lookout  Valley  to 
Bridgeport: 

As  early  as  the  4th  of  October,  fourteen  days  after  the  battle,  I  called  the  attention 
of  General  Thomas  and  General  Garfield  to  the  map  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinity, 
and,  pointing  out  to  them  the  positions,  stated  that,  as  soon  as  I  could  possibly  get 
the  bridge  materials  for  the  purpose,  I  would  take  possession  of  Lookout  Valley, 
opposite  the  passage  over  the  extremity  of  the  mountain,  and  fortify  it,  thus  com- 
pletely covering  the  road  from  there  to  Bridgeport,  on  the  south  side  as  well  as  the 
river,  and  giving  us  practical  possession  and  use  of  both,  as  well  as  of  Lookout 
Valley;  because,  by  means  of  a  fortified  tete-de-pont,  after  our  fortifications  at  Chat- 
tanooga were  completed,  we  could  easily  concentrate  our  whole  force  to  fight  the 
enemy  if  he  entered  Lookout  Valley,  and  that  within  less  than  two  hours'  march, 
while"  he  could  not  approach  us  in  force  with  artillery  without  making  a  circuit  over 
Lookout  ^Mountain  by  way  of  Fricks  and  Stevens  Gap,  26  miles  southeast,  which 
would  take  two  or  three  days. 

An  interior  line  of  fortifications  was  laid  out  and  put  in  course  of  construction, 
designed  to  cover  our  depots  with  a  garrison  of  one  or  two  divisions  against  all  the 
forces  the  enemy  could  bring.  I  had,  moreover,  ordered  the  construction  of  small 
steamboats  and  barges  at  Bridgeport  to  run  thence  to  Chattanooga,  two  of  which  were 
well  advanced  when  the  army  crossed  on  its  advance  into  Georgia;  and  from  the 
23d  of  September  my  correspondence  and  my  staff  officers  will  testify  that  I  was  urg- 
ing the  quartermaster.  Captain  Edwards,  who  had  the  work  in  hand,  to  hasten  its 
completion,  which  it  was  hoped  would  be  the  case  by  the  time  we  were  ready  to  take 
and  hold  Lookout  Valley.  To  effect  this  General  Hooker  was  directed  to  concen- 
trate his  troops  at  Stevenson  and  Bridgeport,  and  advised  that  as  soon  as  his  train 
should  arrive,  or  enough  of  it  to  subsist  his  army  10  or  12  miles  from  his  depot,  he 
would  be  directed  to  move  into  Lookout  Valley  to  take  possession  of  that ;  and  every 
effort  was  made  to  complete  the  pontoons,  etc.,  to  connect  that  with  our  troops  at 
Chattanooga.  On  the  19th  of  October  I  examined  the  river  and  selected  a  point  for 
the  crossing  of  the  bridge  at  Ferry  to  connect  Hooker's  with  the  forces  at  Chatta- 
nooga. I  moreover  directed  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  to  reconnoiter  the  shore  above  Chat- 
tanooga, with  a  view  to  that  very  movement  on  the  enemy's  right  flank  which  was 
afterwards  made  by  General  Sherman. 

On  the  19th  of  October,  on  my  returning  from  selecting  the  position  of  the  pontoon 
bridge,  I  received  orders  to  turn  over  the  command  of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland 
to  Major-General  Thomas,  repair  to  Cincinnati,  and  report  from  there  by  letter  to 
the  Adjutant-General  for  orders.  (Report  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  vol.  3,  2d 
series,  p.  33,  of  Rosecrans  Campaigns.) 

This  testimony  was  given  by  General  Ro.secrans  April  22,  1865,  or  only  seventeen 
months  after  the  events.  So  far  as  the  official  record  refers  to  the  various  points  pre- 
sented it  accords  with  this  testimony. 

Gen.  Daniel  Butterfield,  who  was  General  Hooker's  chief  of  staff,  writing  this  com- 
mission under  date  of  September  12,  1900,  in  reply  to  a  letter  asking  for  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  plan  for  reopening  the  river  line  of  supplies,  says: 

I  left  Stevenson  by  General  Hooker's  orders,  and  through  telegraph  agreement  with 
General  Rosecrans,  for  Chattanooga  and  a  conference  and  agreement  with  General 
Rosecrans  as  to  our  proposed  march  to  the  relief  of  the  situation  at  Chattanooga  with 
our  forces.  General  Hooker  and  myself  had  gone  over  the  situation  and  our  factors 
and  conditions,  and  agreed  ui)on  the  movement  across  the  Tennessee  at  Bridgeport 
and  march  up  the  south  bank  of  the  river  to  a  point  to  be  selected  and  agreed  upon 
with  General  Rosecrans  for  our  debouchment  into  Lookout  Valley  near  Wauhatchie, 
and  clearing  and  protecting  the  movement  of  the  steamer  General  Le  Due,  bur  most 
efficient  quartermaster,  had  approaching  sufficient  state  of  completion  to  carry  forage 
and  rations  up  to  a  point  accessilile  to  Chattanooga,  all  of  which  was  done,  "and  are 
matters  of  history  by  the  records  of  our  movement.  I  have  nothing  accessible  to 
refresh  my  memory,  but  I  send  this  to  General  Le  Due  to  ask  him  to  write  you  fully 
on  the  subject. 

INIy  journey  to  Chattanooga  found  General  Rosecrans' s  headquarters  in  charge  of 
Gen.  Gordon  Granger,  an  old  personal  friend,  who  told  me  in  strict  privacy  and  con- 
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fidence,  upon  my  promise  that  I  would  under  no  circumstances  permit  it  to  be  known, 
that  he  had  in' his  possession  a  telegram  (showing  it  to  me)  from  Washington  to 
Rosecrans,  which  Rosecrans  had  not  seen  and  did  not  know  of  as  yet,  being  out 
inspecting  and  going  over  the  works  and  line,  whic-h  telegram  relieved  Rosecrans  of 
command  of  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  directed  him  to  turn  it  over  to  General 
Thomas. 

From  this  quotation  it  appears  that  General  Rosecrans  previous  to  October  19  had 
arranged  for  a  full  conference  with  (general  Hooker  through  General  Butterfield,  his 
chief  of  staff,  in  regard  to  the  details  of  the  proposed  movement  forward  into  Look- 
out Valley  at  Wauhatchie. 

A  communication  from  Gen.  W.  G.  Le  Due  shows  that  as  early  as  October  4  he 
was  actually  engaged  under  General  Hooker's  orders  in  rushing  the  completion  of  a 
small  steamboat  to  transport  supplies  to  Chattanooga. 

In  a  recent  letter  to  General  Butterfield,  which  he  has  placed  at  the  service  of  this 
commission,  General  Le  Due  writes: 

Rosecrans  had  arranged  almost  every  detail  of  the  movement,  as  you  well  know 
who  were  at  his  headquarters  to  arrange  plans  and  details,  when  he  was  relieved. 

In  regard  to  hastening  the  construction  of  the  steamboat  and  barges  which  Captain 
Edwards  was  building  at  Bridgeport  for  service  as  soon  as  the  river  line  could  be 
opened,  dispatches  S.  53,  pages  309,  323,  343,  and  347  sufiiciently  attest.  The  quot- 
ing of  one  will  be  sufficient  here: 

Rosecnins  to  Hooker. 

Chattanooga,  October  12. 
Push  Edwards  to  hasten  on  the  steamlioat.     The  preparation  of  that  is  of  primary 
importance  both  to  your  movements  and  mine. 

This  is  one  of  the  boats  for  which  General  Rosecrans  directed  General  Smith  to 
find  a  landing  place  below  Browns  Ferry  and  behind  Williams  Island.  According 
to  General  Smith's  own  claim  these  instructions  antedated  the  evolution  in  his  own 
mind  of  a  plan  for  reopening  the  river. 

As  to  the  urging  forward  the  construction  of  pontoons  for  a  bridge  to  Lookout 
Valley,  Col.  P.  V.  Fox,  who,  as  a  cajitain  in  the  First  Michigan  Engineers,  had  this 
work  in  charge,  declared  in  his  address  at  the  dedication  of  the  monument  of  his 
regiment  at  Chattanooga,  prepared  from  a  war-time  diary : 

We  had  boats  and  equipage  enough  completed  for  a  bridge  1,000  feet  long  when 
General  Rosecrans  was  relieved,  October  19. 

And  that  the  Browns  Ferry  bridge  when  thrown  was  ' '  900  feet  long. ' ' 

General  Grant's  report  contains  this  allusion  (S.  55,  p.  27)  to  the  plan,  which  in 
telegraphing  General  Halleck  (S.  54,  p.  56)  he  treated  as  General  Thomas's: 

Proceeding  directly  to  Chattanooga,  I  arrived  there  on  the  23d  of  October,  and 
found  that  General  Thomas  had  immediately,  on  being  placed  in  command  of  the 
Department  of  the  Cumberland,  ordered  the  concentration  of  Major-General  Hook- 
er's command  at  Bridgeport,  preparatory  to  securing  the  river  and  main  wagon  road 
between  that  place  and  Browns  Ferry,  immediately  below  Lookout  Mountain.  The 
next  morning  after  my  arrival  at  Chattanooga,  in  company  with  Thomas  and  Brig. 
Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  I  made  a  reconnoissance  of  Browns  Ferry  and 
the  hills  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  and  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Valley. 

General  Thomas,  in  turn^  in  his  official  report  [Nov.  7,  1863]  (S.  54,  p.  42),  thus  sets 
forth  that  the  plan  originated  with  General  Rosecrans: 

Preliminary  steps  had  already  been  taken  to  execute  this  vitally  important  move- 
ment before  the  command  of  the  department  devolved  on  me.  The  bridge,  which 
it  was  necessary  to  throw  across  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry  to  gain  possession  of  the 
northern  end  of  Lookout  Valley  and  open  communication  with  Bridgeport  by  road 
and  river,  was  nearly  completed. 

That  is,  that  these  preliminary  steps,  including  the  bridge  for  Browns  Ferry,  had 
been  taken  by  General  Rosecrans  previous  to  October  19 — the  date  when  General 
Smith  claims  to  have  evolved  his  plan. 
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General  Thomas,  in  his  report  to  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  made 
this  full  statement  in  regard  to  his  taking  command  and  proceeding  to  execute  the 
plan  for  reopening  the  river: 

Headquarters  Department  Cumberland, 

October  19,  1863—11  p.  m. 
Major-General  Hooker,  Stevenson: 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  H.  Thomas  directs  me  to  state  that,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  he  has  assumed  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
Cumberland.  He  desires  that  you  will  use  all  jiossible  dispatch  in  concentrating 
your  command  and  preparing  to  move  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  General 
Rosecrans,  leaving  proper  railroad  guards. 

J.  J.  Eeynolds, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

The  instructions  referred  to  in  the  above  were  to  concentrate  as  much  of  his  com- 
mand at  Bridgeport  as  he  could  safely  spare  from  guarding  the  railroad  between  that 
point  and  Nashville  and  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  move  at  any  moment  toward 
Chattanooga  for  the  purpose  of  opening  communication  with  that  place  ])y  river  and 
by  rail.  Before  he  was  relieved  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
General  Rosecrans  and  his  chief  engineer.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  had  consulted 
together  as  to  means  of  relieving  the  army  at  Chattanooga  from  the  perilous  condi- 
tion it  was  in,  owing  to  the  great  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies,  and  had  partially 
planned  the  movement,  which  was  left  to  me  to  be  completed  when  I  assumed  com- 
mand, namely,  to  open  a  short  line  of  supplies  from  Bridgeport. 

While  General  Thomas  relates  that  General  Rosecrans  had,  previous  to  his  relief, 
consulted  with  General  Smith  as  to  a  plan  for  reopening  the  river  line  of  supplies, 
General  Smith,  in  paragraph  3,  page  54,  of  his  reply  to  General  Duffield,  declares 
emphatically  that  "not  a  single  word  ever  passed  between"  them  on  the  subject, 
' '  nor  was  any  partial  plan  made  or  discussed  for  any  such  purpose. ' '  General  Smith 
further  says: 

In  making  this  statement,  General  Thomas  could  not  have  had  personal  knowledge 
of  such  an  occurrence,  and  must  have  taken  the  story  from  hearsay.  A  day  or  so 
after  arriving  at  Chattanooga,  I  gave  an  opinion  to  General  Rosecrans  about  his  line 
of  communications,  and  was  so  abruptly  challenged  as  to  the  value  of  my  opinion 
that  from  that  time  until  the  ISth  of  October  not  a  single  word  ever  passed  between 
us  as  to  any  "means  of  relie\ang  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies"  nor  was  there 
any  partial  plan  made  or  discussed  by  us  for  any  such  purpose.  On  the  18th  of  Octo- 
ber I  said  to  General  Rosecrans  that  I  was  going  the  next  day  to  make  a  reconnois- 
sance  for  a  specific  purpose.  I  went,  made  it  alone,  did  not  find  what  I  had  hoped 
for,  returned  to  headquarters  to  find  Rosecrans  relieved  from  command,  had  no  con- 
versation with  him  about  my  day's  work,  and  never  saw  him  afterwards.  The 
detailed  account  of  this  reconnoissance  I  will  give  as  a  supplement.  I  wish  here  to 
show  only  what  is  proved  from  the  record,  and  the  above  remarks  are  only  to  show 
wherein  General  Thomas  was  led  astray  by  incorrect  statements  of  others. 

And  yet  it  appears  from  General  Smith's  private  letter,  which  he  quotes  on  page 
59  of  the  same  paper,  that  in  some  way  he  had  been  informed  of  the  plan  for  Gen- 
eral Hooker  to  come  forward  into  Lookout  Valley. 

It  is  pertinent  to  add,  upon  the  authority  of  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds,  chief  of  staff, 
that  upon  the  morning  of  this  order  from  General  Thomas,  General  Rosecrans, 
before  starting  on  his  ride  to  Browns  Ferry,  sent  an  order  to  General  Hooker,  at 
Bridgeport,  directing  him  to  hold  his  command  in  readiness  to  march,  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  General  Thomas's  testimony,  quoted  above.  This  dispatch,  as  it  will  be 
noticed,  was  received  at  Stevenson  at  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  19th. 

Stevenson,  October  19,  J863 — 9  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Granger: 

Dispatch  received.  Have  just  received  orders  from  department  headquarters  to 
hold  my  command  in  readiness  to  march  at  short  notice.  Yours  will  be  the  only 
troops  left  on  the  line  when  I  leave;  therefore  I  can  not  relieve  them.  Confer  with 
General  Rosecrans  on  the  subject. 

Joseph  Hooker. 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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In  1868,  when  General  Thomas's  headquarters,  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
were  at  Louisville,  the  engineer  office,  being  ready  to  issue  General  Thomas's  official 
map  of  the  campaigns  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  wrote  to  General  Thomas's 
headquarters  for  such  corrections,  if  any,  as  it  was  thought  desirable  to  make  in 
the  legends  which  had  been  furnished  in  1865  with  the  map  to  the  engineer's  office. 
These  legends  as  first  submitted  to  the  engineer's  office  contained  this  paragraph, 
omitting,  as  will  be  seen,  any  part  that  General  Rosecrans  may  have  had  in  the  plan 
for  opening  the  river: 

On  the  19th  (October)  Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas  succeeded  General  Eosecrans 
in  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland.  General  Grant  arrived  in 
Chattanooga  on  the  23d,  and  approving  of  General  Thomas's  plans  they  were  carried 
into  execution.  General  Thomas  directed  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer, 
to  make  a  lodgment  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Tennessee  River,  at  Browns  Ferry, 
and  seize  the  range  of  hills  in  that  vicinity,  as  they  commanded  the  Kelleys  Ferry 
road.  In  connection  with  this  movement  General  Hooker  was  to  cross  the  Tennessee 
River  at  Bridgeport  and  advance  on  Wauhatchie. 

This  portion  of  the  legend  was  amended  at  General  Thomas's  headquarters  by 
returning  it  with  the  following  insertion,  showing  that  prior  to  being  relieved — that 
is,  prior  to  the  day  that  General  Smith,  as  he  himself  claims,  first  visited  Browns 
Ferry — General  Rosecrans  had  ordered  Hooker's  troops  to  advance  toward  Chatta- 
nooga for  the  purpose  of  opening  the  line  of  supplies: 

Prior  to  being  relieved  General  Rosecrans  had  ordered  the  concentration  of  Hook- 
er's troops  at  Bridgeport,  preparatory  to  advancing  along  the  line  of  the  railroad 
towardChattanooga.  On  assuming  command  of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  Gen- 
eral Thomas  ordered  the  immediate  execution  of  this  movement,  and,  after  consulting 
with  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  he  determined  upon  certain  other 
movements,  in  conjunction  with  General  Hooker's  advance,  looking  to  the  opening 
of  the  Tennessee  River  and  main  wagon  road  from  Bridgeport  to  Browns  Ferry,  it 
being  impossible  to  supply  the  army  at  Chattanooga  by  the  road  on  the  north  bank 
of  the  river. 

The  technicalities  by  which  General  Smith  seeks  to  limit  the  point  in  Lookout 
Valley  where  General  Rosecrans  intended  to  throw  his  bridge  to  the  exact  mouth  of 
Lookout  Creek  are  not  regarded  by  this  commission  as  of  any  force,  since  this  was 
not  only  a  thoroughly  unmilitary  point,  but  an  impossible  point  unless  the  throwing 
of  a  bridge  was  to  be  supported  by  a  sufficient  force  to  clear  Lookout  Valley  of  the 
enemy  and  drive  the  Confederate  army  off  Lookout  Mountain.  A  bridge  thrown 
at  this  point,  as  everyone  who  examines  it  sees  at  a  glance,  would  have  been  under 
the  plunging  fire  of  batteries  and  riflemen  upon  inaccessible  bluffs  on  the  opposite 
shore. 

Not  only  this,  but  the  haul  would  have  been  increased  by  several  miles  through 
tlie  deep  soil  of  rich  river  bottoms,  which  would  have  been  a  matter  of  most  serious 
importance  in  view  of  the  vrell  known  reduced  condition  of  the  train  animals. 
Besides,  such  route  of  supply  wagons  to  and  from  the  bridge  would  have  been  under 
artillery  fire  for  more  than  a  mile.  It  is  held  by  this  commission  that  to  assume  that 
an  officer  of  General  Rosecrans' s  attainments  would  have  attempted  to  throw  a  bridge 
at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek,  when  the  long-established  road  from  Chattanooga 
into  Lookout  Valley  crossed  at  Browns  Ferry,  much  nearer  Chattanooga  and  quite 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  enemy's  guns,  is  too  preposterous  for  serious  consideration. 
Undoubtedly  the  terms  "mouth  of  Lookout  Creek"  were  used  as  equivalent  to  the 
mouth  of  Lookout  Valley.  , 

While  no  official  decision  has  been  made  by  this  commission  because  of  the 
unofficial  agitation  of  the  various  claims  of  General  Smith,  its  members  have  given 
much  and  careful  study  to  all  questions  involved  in  the  present  discussion.  They 
have  satisfied  themselves  by  abundant  testimony,  and,  as  they  think,  beyond  pos- 
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sibility  of  doubt,  that  what  is  now  known  as  Browns  Ferry  has  been  so  known 
back  to  the  time  of  the  Indian  occupation  of  the  surrounding  country. 

Mr.  Jesse  Allison,  a  resident  of  Chattanooga  and  a  pilot  upon  the  Tennessee  River 
in  that  vicinity  for  a  long  term  of  years  before  the  war,  says  that  to  his  knowledge 
no  other  ferry  than  what  is  now  known  as  Browns  Ferry  has  ever  existed  within  his 
knowledge  of  the  river  between  that  point  and  Chattanooga. 

Mr.  Allan  Parker,  an  old  citizen  who  has  lived  all  his  life  in  Lookout  Valley,  near 
Browns  Ferry,  informs  members  of  the  commission  that  the  present  Browns  Ferry 
has  been  known  as  such  to  his  knowledge  for  seventy-five  years,  and  that  during  that 
time  there  has  been  no  ferry  above  it  from  Lookout  Valley,  either  by  that  or  any 
other  name. 

Much  has  been  made  at  times  in  the  course  of  this  discussion  of  a  claim  that  a 
ferry  existed  in  the  vicinity  of  Moccasin  Point,  and  it  has  been  attempted  to  estab- 
lish this  claim  by  reference  to  the  capture  and  recapture  of  a  ferryboat  at  the  foot  of 
Lookout  Mountain  above  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek.  Upon  prosecuting  inquiry 
into  this  matter,  the  commission  discovered  and  entered  into  correspondence  with 
members  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Illinois  Infantry  who  were  engaged  in 
navigating  this  boat  at  the  time  of  its  capture  by  the  Confederates.  It  turns  out  to 
have  been  a  boat  which  had  floated  down  from  the  vicinity  of  Chattanooga  and 
caught  upon  the  shoal  between  the  city  and  Lookout  Mountain.  The  boat  was  dis- 
lodged from  this  position  by  a  detail  from  the  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Illinois, 
and  in  the  attempt  to  take  it  to  the  vicinity  of  Williams  Island  it  came  under  the 
fire  of  the  Confederate  pickets  and  was  captured.  It  was  subsequently  recaptured. 
Full  information  in  regard  to  these  facts  in  writing  from  the  persons  engaged  in  the 
attempt  to  take  the  boat  down  the  river  is  now  in  the  possession  of  this  commission. 
The  boat  had  never  been  used  as  a  ferry  anywhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Lookout  Moun- 
tain or  Lookout  Valley. 

Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  chief  of  staff  to  General  Rosecrans  at  Chattanooga, 
answering  an  inquiry  as  to  the  authorship  of  the  plan  for  reopening  the  Tennessee 
River  line  of  supplies,  wrote  June  8,  1876,  as  follows,  to  General  Carman : 

I  left  Chattanooga  for  Washington  late  in  October  [15],  but  before  I  left.  Gen- 
eral Rosecrans  and  I  had  not  only  discussed  the  project  of  securing  Lookout  Valley, 
but  General  "Baldy"  Smith  had  been  sent  to  examine  the  river  and  report  a 
plan  for  bridging  it,  and  the  pontoons  were  nearly  completed  when  I  left.  I  was 
familiar  with  all  the  details  of  the  plan  and  aided  General  Rosecrans  in  perfect- 
ing them.  Whether  they  were  subsequently  changed  or  modified  in  execution  I 
can  not  now  say.  But  the  inception  of  the  general  plan  is  certainly  due  to  General 
Rosecrans. 

Capt.  William  Margedant,  recently  deceased,  at  Hamilton,  Ohio,  who  was  Gen- 
eral Roscrans's  topographical  engineer  at  the  time  of  the  Browns  Ferry  movement, 
has  exhibited  to  members  of  the  commission  photographs  of  the  river,  including 
Browns  Ferry  and  the  adjacent  shores,  taken  before  General  Smith  arrived  from  the 
Eastern  army,  by  direction  of  General  Rosecrans,  as  part  of  the  work  of  preparing 
for  opening  the  river  at  that  point. 

Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds,  chief  of  staff  to  General  Rosecrans,  who  rode  with  the  Gen- 
eral on  the  19th  of  October,  1863,  to  Browns  Ferry  for  the  purpose  of  examining  it 
with  a  view  to  throwing  a  bridge  at  that  point,  in  1895  visited  that  position  with  a 
member  of  the  commission.  He  clearly  recognized  it  as  the  point  to  which  he  rode 
with  General  Rosecrans  the  day  the  latter  was  relieved.  Upon  also  visiting  the  river 
in  the  vicinity  of  Moccasin  Point  and  opposite  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek,  he  was 
equally  certain  that  no  point  in  that  vicinity  had  been  examined  with  a  view  to 
bridging  the  river  at  that  location. 

Maj.  Frank  S.  Bond,  now  residing  in  New  York,  and  senior  aid  to  General  Rose- 
crans in  Chattanooga,  also  rode  with  the  general  and  General  Reynolds  on  October 
19  to  Browns  Ferry  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  a  point  for  a  practicable  crossing 
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for  General  Hooker's  command  into  Lookout  Valley.     He  said  of  his  recollections, 
in  a  letter  to  the  chairman  of  this  commission,  dated  November  7,  1895: 

They  are,  however,  ])erfectly  clear  as  to  the  fact  that  General  Rosecrans,  General 
Reynolds,  Gen.  Baldy  Smith,  and  I  started  early  on  the  niorninj^  of  October  19  to 
make  a  reconnoissance  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  for  the  jmrixh-e  of  selecting  a 
point  for  a  practicable  crossing  to  (Jeneral  Hooker's  connnand  into  Lookout  Valley. 
A  careful  examination  of  the  river  was  made  and  a  ])(iint  known  as  P>rowns  Ferry 
was  selected  for  such  crossing.  The  entire  day  was  spent  in  making  this  examina- 
tion, and  my  recollection  is  that  it  was  just  after  dark  when  we  returnecl  to  Chatta- 
nooga, and  tlie  general,  st()i>ping  at  (iencral  Thomas's  h('ad<|uarters,  there  learned 
that  the  order  relieving  him  from  command  had  ))een  received,  (ieneral  Smith, 
while  admitting  that  he  started  with  General  Rosecrans  to  make  an  examination  of 
the  river,  claims  that  the  general  stopped  at  some  hospital  en  route,  and  that  he. 
General  Smith,  went  on  by  himself  and  made  an  examination  of  the  river  on  his 
own  account.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  (luestioning  Genei'al  Smith's  state- 
ments as  to  his  personal  movements;  he  would  know  as  to  them  Ijetter  than  I.  I 
do  know,  however,  that  I  accompanied  General  Rosecrans,  with  General  Reynolds, 
in  making  that  reconnoissance,  and  that  the  point  on  the  river  known  and  believed 
to  be  Browns  Ferry  was  selected  as  the  best  point  for  a  crossing.  I  also  know  of 
my  own  knowledge  tliat,  previous  to  making  this  examination  of  the  river,  orders 
had  been  given  for  the  building  of  some  fifty  or  more  pontoons,  additional  to  tliose 
required  for  a  second  l^ridge  (at  Chattanooga) ,  and  that  these  were  intended  to  he 
used  for  such  crossing,  and  they  were  about  completed  on  the  day  (ieneral  Rosecrans 
made  his  selection  of  Browns  Ferry  as  the  point  where  he  intended  to  move  Gen- 
eral Hooker's  command  across  the  river.  I  have  also  a  distinct  recollection  that 
prior  to  this  examination  of  the  river  bank  I  accompanied  General  Rosecrans  a 
number  of  times  to  the  point  where  the  pontoons  necessary  for  this  movement  were 
being  constructed. 

This  is  a  statement  of  Major  Bond  long  after  the  event,  but  while  it  is  supported 
by  the  official  record,  General  Smith  furnishes  the  copy  of  a  record  made  by  INIajor 
Bond  at  the  time.  The  entry  in  his  daily  diary  for  October  19,  1863,  is  thus  quoted 
by  General  Smith  on  page  131  of  the  paper,  wdierein  he  lays  his  claim  before  General 
Duffield:     (Appendix  8.) 

October  19,  Chattanooga. — Took  long  ride  over  the  river  with  General  Rosecrans 
and  General  Smith.  Went  to  Browns  Ferry,  the  proposed  point  for  location  of 
pontoon  bridge,  pontoons  for  which  are  being  built,  and  are  nearly  finished,  at  Chat- 
tanooga. On  return  heard  General  Rosecrans  was  relieved  of  command,  with  orders 
to  report  at  Cincinnati.  Remainder  of  the  night  was  busy  getting  ready  to  start  in 
the  morning. 

Col.  A.  J.  Mackay,  chief  (juartermaster  on  the  staff  of  General  Thomas,  writing  to 
Major  Bond,  says: 

Let  me  here  say  that  I  fully  concur  in  your  statement  that  orders  had  been  given 
to  build  boats  for  bridging  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry  previous  to  the  arrival  of  Gen- 
eral Smith.  Upon  his  arrival  General  Smith  assumed  full  charge  and  direction  of 
the  work  to  open  the  "cracker  line,"  a  service  for  which  he  secured  the  recognition 
of  the  principal  generals. 

In  reference  to  General  Rosecrans' s  plans  for  the  Browns  Ferry  movement,  as 
they  had  developed  j^revious  to  General  Smith's  arrival  in  the  Western  army.  Captain 
Margedant,  topographical  engineer  of  the  department,  writes  to  this  commission 
that  he  had  already  prepared  for  General  Rosecrans  a  map  of  Browns  Ferry  and  its 
surroundings,  being  the  Browns  Ferry  where  the  pontoon  bridge  was  afterwards 
thrown,  and  that  at  this  point  he  had  on  his  map  sketched  in  the  boats  of  a  pontoon 
l)ridge;  and  further,  that  this  map  was  taken  from  his  headquarters  to  General 
Smith's  headquarters  immediately  after  General  Snnth  was  assigned  to  duty  as  chief 
engineer  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  by  Coast  Survey  officers  acting  under 
General  Smith's  orders. 

At  the  third  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cund)erland,  held  at 
Indianapolis  December  15  and  16,  1869,  General  Rosecrans,  who  met  his  comrades 
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for  the  first  time  after  his  reUef  at  Chattanooga,  being  called  upon  at  the  1)anquet, 
where  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan  presided  as  president  in  the  absence  of  General  Thomas, 
in  referring  to  the  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River  said: 

It  was  known  to  the  corps  commanders  almost  immediately  after  we  took  posses- 
sion of  Chattanooga,  the  objective  point  of  the  campaign,  that  I  intended  to  do  what 
I  could  to  move  General  Bragg's  boots  [laughter],  and  that  in  pursuance  of  that 
intention  I  directed  pontoon  bridges  to  be  built  with  the  utmost  raj^idity,  so  that 
we  could  get  the  use  of  the  roads  on  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee.  I  had  con- 
tracted with  two  of  the  heaviest  bridge-building  firms  in  the  comitry — one  in  Cleve- 
land and  one  in  Chicago — to  rebuild  tlie  railroad  bridges  across  the  Tennessee  and 
Running  Water  without  delay,  and  I  had  ordered  constructed  four  steamboats  for 
use  on  the  river.  The  hull  of  one  was  about  finished  and  the  calking  was  being 
done  on  another  before  we  crossed  the  river.  I  had  also  directed  other  pontoons  to 
be  constructed  by  which  we  could  throw  a  bridge  across  the  Tennessee  Ijelow  the 
mouth  of  Lookout  Creek,  on  which  to  march  and  take  possession  of  Lookout  V^alley. 
That  matter  was  known  to  the  corps  commanders,  and  it  was  known,  I  think,  to  my 
young  friend,  Phil.  Sheridan,  for,  though  a  division  commander,  he  used  to  be  down 
at  headquarters  frequently,  and  I  took  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  consulting  with  him. 

Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan,  interposing,  said: 

I  will  state  that  I  rode  in  company  with  General  Rosecrans  at  tiie  time  he  was 
looking  at  the  croe.sing  of  the  river,  when  he  was  making  arrangements  to  put  the 
bridge  across.     [Cheers.  ] 

General  Rosecrans  continued : 

At  an  early  period  after  his  arrival  I  directed  Gen.  Baldy  Smith,  he  having 
reported  to  me  and  been  made  chief  engineer,  toimake  a  careful  examination  of  the 
shore  opposite»the  mouth  of  the  Chickamauga  with  a  view  to  operations  as  soon  as 
General  Sherman  should  arrive.  On  the  19th  of  October  we  proceeded  to  examine 
the  exact  point  where  we  intended  to  cross  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  taking  jtos- 
session  ofXookout  Valley.  On  returning  that  evening  I  received  a  telegraphic  dis- 
patch announcing  my  removal  from  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
and  the  appointment»of  Major-General  Thomas  to  that  command.     *    *    * 

There  is  one  other  little  incident  which  1  will  tell  you,  l^ecause  it  concerns  riiyself, 
and  that  is:  After  the  orders  were  all  dispatched  and  sent  to  the  adjutant-general, 
and  orders  were  given  for  the  baggage  to  be  made  ready  for  my  departure  in  the 
morning.  General  Thomas  said:  "Now,  General,  I  want  you  to  be  kind  enough  to 
describe  the  exact  plan  for  the  taking  of  Lookout  Valley  as  you  proposed  it."  I 
went  over  it  again,  and  told  him  when,  where,  and  how  it  was  my  purpose  to  cross 
the  river;  how  to  occupy  Lookout  Valley  and  to  secure  the  use  of  the  road  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river. 

A  few  moments  after  Gen.  Gordon  Granger,  who  was  present  at  the  closing  inter- 
view with  General  Thomas  when  the  plan  for  opening  the  river  was  rehearsed,  asked 
General  Rosecrans  to  yield  to  him  for  one  moment,  and  said: 

I  am  not  going  to  make  a  speech.  I  have  nothing  to  say,  but  I  .simply  want  to 
confirm  what  the  General  has  said.  I  was  in  command  of  part  of  the  forces,  and  I 
saw  and  know  that  what  General  Rosecrans  has  said  is  true,  verbatim,  et  literatim, 
et  punctuatim. 

General  Rosecrans,  resummg,  said: 

Before  long  we  went  to  battle,  for,  don't  you  know,  we  wanted  to  command  Look- 
out Valley  and  have  the  use  of  the  river.  The  time  came  very  soon  for  the  execution 
of  that  plan,  and  it  was  executed.  The  plan  was  executed  and  Lookout  Valley  was 
taken.  The  river  was  opened  and  the  army  was  saved  and  supplied  with  bread. 
The  remarks  of  the  soldiers  that  they  could  defend  that  line  if  I  would  open  the 
cracker  line  were  about  right.     [Laughter.] 

At  the  conclusion  of  General  Rosecrans' s  remarks  General  Granger  added: 

I  simply  want  to  testify  to  the  truth  of  what  General  Rosecrans  has  said.  I  have 
got  it  in  writing.  It  is  a  matter  of  record.  The  plan  was  inaugurated  and  proposed 
by  the  two  friends  you  see  there — Gen.  Phil.  Sheridan  (I  think  you  call  him)  and 
Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecrans.  I  remember  the  night  of  the  discussion  in  General  Sheridan's 
tent  about  crossing  that  river,  and  when  we'd  cross  it,  and  where,  and  how,  and 
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what  was  neeesgary  to  cross  it  with.  And  then  what  the  General  han  spoken  of  took 
jilace.  It  was  tlie  right  plan,  of  course,  and  the  plan  was  followed  out,  and  tlie  plan 
was  successful,  and  the  result  showed  that  it  was  the  right  plan.  It  has  long  since 
been  said  that  it  was  a  bad  time  to  swap  horses  when  crossing  a  stream,  and  I  tliought 
it  was  a  bad  time  to  swap  commanders;  but  it  was  done,  and  (Jeneral  Thomas  and 
all  there  went  to  work  at  General  Kosecrans's  ]»lan  and  policy,  and  it  was  carried  out, 
and  carried  out  successfully.     [Apitlause  and  cheers.] 

All  of  the  above  remarks  were  stenographically  reported  by  Mr.  \V.  II.  l>rai)er,  of 
Indianapolis,  who  had  been  appointed  official  stenographer  of  the  society. 

( ien.  John  T.  Wilder,  the  well-known  commander  of  a  brigade  of  mounted  infantry, 
was  the  first  to  appear  before  Chattanooga  in  the  course  of  the  campaign.  He  closely 
patrolled  the  north  bank  of  the  river  from  the  mouth  of  the  North  Chickamauga  to 
the  Suck,  below  Williams  Island,  until  the. city  was  occupied  by  the  Union  forces. 

Soon  after  General  Smith's  claim  was  called  to  the  attention  of  this  Connnission, 
General  Wilder  made  a  verljal  statement  of  his  early  kn(jwledge  of  Browns  Ferry  to 
a  member  of  this  Commission.  Having  been  recently  asked  to  write  his  recollections 
of  his  visits  to  Browns  Ferry,  he  writes  as  follows: 

United  States  Pension  Agency, 
Knoxville,  Tenn. ,  Septembei-  S,  1900. 
Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  Waxhiiigto)!,  D.  C. 

De.\r  General:  I  have  just  returned  from  Chicago  and  find  your  letter  here.  On 
August  20  or  21,  1863,  my  command  arrived  on  the  north  l)ank  of  the  Tennessee 
River,  opposite  the  city  of  Chattanooga.  The  next  morning  I,  with  an  escort  of  one 
company,  and  with  William  Crutchfield,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Chattanooga,  who  had 
crossed  the  river  the  previous  night,  as  a  guide,  went  down  the  river  to  examine  all 
possible  fords  and  practical  crossings,  following  the  river  bank  as  far  down  the  river 
as  the  "Suck." 

Mr.  Crutchfield  pointed  out  Ross  Tow-head  as  a  ford;  the  bar  at  mouth  of  Lookout 
Creek.as  another  during  extreme  low  water;  Williams  Island  as  a  practical  ford,  below 
Avhich  point  there  was  no  practical  ford.  At  Browns  Ferry,  a  short  distance  above 
Williams  Island  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half  or  more  below  the  mouth  of  Lookout 
Creek,  a  wagon  road  reaches  the  river  from  Lookout  Valley,  on  the  south  side,  as  well 
as  from  the  Chattanooga  Valley,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river.  The  approaches  to 
this  ford  are  pretty  well  hidden  by  a  low  ridge  of  hills  running  parallel  to  and  on  the 
southeast  side  of  the  wagon  road. 

General  Rosecrans  had  signaled  me  from  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  to  make  and  forward 
to  him  a  sketch  and  description  of  the  topography  and  military  surroimdings  of  Chat- 
tanooga. This  I  did,  and  accompanied  it  with  a  sketch  map,  on  the  23d  of  August. 
After  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  on  Septend)er  23  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds  called  me  to 
his  headquarters  in  Chattanooga  and  asked  me  for  the  same  information,  which  I 
embodied  in  a  sketch  map  of  the  surrounding  country,  and  went  with  General  Rey- 
nolds to  the  office  of  General  Rosecrans,  where  we  found  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas 
and  tlie  same  William  Crutchfield.  I  immediately  produced  the  map,  and  with  the 
aid  of  Mr.  Crutchfield  explained  to  Generals  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  the  whole  situ- 
ation of  roads,  mountains,  ferries,  and  fords  near  Chattanooga. 

The  next  day  I  accompanieil  (ienerals  Reynolds  and  Rosecrans,  accompanied  by 
i\lr.  Crutchfield,  to  the  north  side  of  the  river,  at  Browns  Ferry,  and  explained  to 
General  Rosecrans  how  supplies  might  reach  Chattanooga  by  way  of  Kelleys  Fen-y, 
Lookout  Valley,  Browns  Ferry,  ancl  across  Stringers  Ridge  to  Chattanooga,  all  this 
route  being  beyond  the  reach  of  the  enemy's  guns  on  Lookout  Mountain.  Mr. 
Crutchfield  told  us  that  the  ferry  had  been  established  by  a  Cherokee  half-breed 
named  Brown,  and  who  was  reputed  to  have  murdered  many  travelers  for  robbery 
and  to  have  thrown  their  bodies  in  the  river  during  the  time  of  the  Cherokee  occu- 
pation of  the  country  by  the  Indians. 

I  know  that  (ieneral  Rosecrans  had  full  knowledge  of  the  location  of  Browns  Ferry 
and  its  possibilities  as  a  supply  route  from  Bridgeport  to  Chattanooga,  and  when  I 
left  him  after  the  visit  there — Browns  Ferry — he  was  discussing  the  plan,  afterwards 
adopted,  for  taking  possession  of  Browns  Ferry  )jy  a  night  attack  from  pontoon  boats 
dr(Ji)ped  down  the  river  in  the  darkness  from  Chattanooga. 

I  am,  truly  yours,  J.  T.  Wilokk. 

P.  S. — Mr.  Crutchfield  assured  General  Rosecrans  that  this  route  from  Kelleys 
Ferry  was  without  mountains  and  not  one-fourth  as  long  as  the  precipitous  and  rocky 
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route  across  Waldens  Ridge,  which  he  said  was  impracticable  because  of  the  impos- 
sibility of  sustaining  the  animals  required  for  transportation,  and  that  teams  could 
scarcely  haul  their  own  forage,  let  alone  supplies  for  the  army  at  Chattanooga. 

J.  T.  W. 

The  board  will  also  see  by  examining  the  second  paragraph  of  Gen.  T.  J.  Wood's 
report  to  General  Rosecrans,  dated  August  23,  1863  (S.  52,  p.  137),  that  this  officer  was 
calling  attention  to  the  crossing  at  Browns  Ferry,  the  road  at  that  pomtfrom  Chatta- 
nooga being  formerly  known  as  the  Nashville  Pike.  From  this  statement,  in  con- 
nection with  that  of  General  Wilder,  it  seems  clear  that  General  Rosecrans  was 
informed  in  regard  to  Browns  Ferry  and  the  roads  leading  therefrom  during  the 
•  last  week  in  August,  or  at  least  five  weeks  before  General  Smith  arrived  at 
Chattanooga. 

In  Van  Home's  History  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Volmne  I,  in  the  preface 
of  which  he  says  "the  materials  for  the  work  were  mainly  collected  and  compiled  by 
General  Thomas,"  in  the  course  of  his  discussion  of  the  reopening  of  the  Tennessee 
River  he  says,  page  393: 

In  anticipation  of  an  open  river,  steamboat  building  had  been  commenced  long 
before  at  Bridgei^ort,  and  a  steamboat  captured  at  Chattanooga  had  been  repaired. 
General  Rosecrans  had  in  view  the  opening  of  the  river  and  the  erection  of  store- 
houses on  Williams  Island,  situated  opposite  the  termination  of  Lookout  Valley,  and 
gave  orders  to  General  Hooker  to  concentrate  such  portions  of  his  command  at  Bridge- 
port as  the  safety  of  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Railroad  would  permit,  aTid  hold 
himself  in  readiness  to  move  toward  Chattanooga.  He  also  gave  orders  for  the  con- 
struction of  pontoons  for  a  bridge  down  the  river.  On  the  19th  he  directed  Brig.  Gen. 
W.  F.  Smith,  his  chief  engineer,  to  reconnoiter  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Williams 
Island,  with  a  view  to  making  the  island  a  cover  for  a  steamboat  landing  and  store- 
houses.    That  day  he  was  relieved  as  commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

This  is  followed  on  pages  395,  396  by  this  statement: 

*  *  *  The  same  day,  October  19,  the  day  the  command  of  the  army  was  form- 
ally relinquished  by  General  Rosecrans,  General  Thomas  directed  General  Hooker  to 
hasten  the  concentration  of  his  command  and  his  preparations  to  move,  in  accordance 
with  the  previous  instructions  of  General  Rosecrans. 

General  Grant  reached  Chattanooga  on  the  23d  in  the  evening,  and  the  projected 
plan  for  securing  a  lodgment  of  troops  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry, 
as  the  initial  step  in  opening  the  river  and  shorter  roads  to  Bridgeport,  was  at  once 
submitted  to  him.  The  day  following,  in  company  with  Generals  Thomas  and  Smith, 
he  made  a  thorough  reconnoissance  north  of  the  river,  with  reference  to  the  feasibility 
of  the  plan  proposed.  Agreeing  with  those  who  had  matured  the  scheme,  he  author- 
ized its  execution.  Fortunately,  the  preparations  were  far  advanced,  and  their  com- 
pletion required  little  time.  General  Smith  was  charged  with  the  enterprise  and 
directed  to  perfect  the  necessary  arrangements. 

It  is  just  to  General  Smith  to  add  that  this  account  also  presents  General  Thomas's 
strong  commendation  of  the  brilliancy  with  which  General  Smith  conceived  and  exe- 
cuted the  part  of  the  movement  assigned  to  him. 

Gen.  J.  G.  Parkhurst  was  provost  marshal  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  at  the  time  of 
the  movement  on  Browns  Ferry.  One  division  of  this  corps  was  in  the  force  coop- 
erating with  Hooker's  advance.  General  Parkhurst,  under  General  Thomas,  com- 
manded the  post  of  Chattanooga,  and  always  had  close  relations  with  the  (reneral 
and  his  staff.  In  reply  to  a  recent  letter  asking  for  his  recollections  upon  the  points 
at  issue,  he  writes: 

CoLDWATER,  MiCH.,  September  10,  1900. 

My  dear  Boyntox:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  2d  instant. 

At  the  time  of  the  "Browns  Ferrj-"  expedition  I  was  acting  as  provost  marshal. 
Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  to  which  General  Palmer  had  recently  been  assigned. 

It  was  the  understanding  of  General  Thomas's  old  staff  that  the  expedition  was 
conceived  by  General  Rosecrans,  and  was  ordered  by  General  Thomas  soon  after  he 
relieved  Rosecrans. 
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The  point  settled  upon  by  Eosecrans  was  a  ferry  about  2  miles  beloAV  Point 
Lookout,  and  Hazen's  and  Turchin's  brigades  were  selected  1)y  Ceneral  Thomas  for 
tlie  i'Xj)edition. 

J  had  no  means  of  being  posted  in  the  details,  but  have  a  distinct  recollection  that 
General  Thomas  gave  General  Rosecrans  all  the  credit  for  conceiving  tliis  plan  for 
the  relief  of  our  army. 

Very  truly,  yours,  ^    ^   ^ 

J.  G.  Parkhukst. 

Gen.  H.  Y.  Boynton, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

The  above  official  records,  and  other  papers  from  officers  of  note  who  partirijiated 
in  the  events  which  your  board  is  called  upon  to  review,  are  held  to  sustain  the 
general  accuracy  of  the  legend  called  in  question  by  General  Smith. 

Claims  of  General  Smith  to  the  contrary,  as  set  forth  in  pamphlets  and  news- 
paper communications,  have  been  informally  before  this  commission  since  1891. 
They  were  never  called  officially  to  its  attention  until  the  reference  by  tlie  adjutant- 
general  of  Gen.  H.  ]M.  Duffield's  report  to  the  Secretary  of  AVar. 

(General  Duffield,  whose  investigation  of  the  case  by  direct  order  of  Secretary  Alger 
was  wholly  independent  of  this  commission,  referred  to  it  a  paper  from  General 
Smith  containing  but  one  feature  of  his  claim,  namely,  the  discovery  of  Browns 
Ferry.  To  that  answer  was  made  and  some  other  features  of  the  case  discussed.  It 
is  understood  that  this  report  of  General  Duffield,  and  its  accompanying  papers,  lias 
been  placed  in  the  possession  of  your  board. 

The  various  forms  in  wliich  General  Smith's  claims  have  reached  this  commission 
are  these: 

1.  In  a  pamphlet  published  by  General  Smith  in  1891,  entitled,  "The  relief  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  the  reopening  of  the  short  line  of  communication 
l)etween  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  in  October,  1868;  William 
Farrar  Smith,  brevet  major-general,  U.  S.  A.,"  wherein  General  Smith  says: 

*  *  *  From  the  hills  on  which  I  was  at  work  I  looked  on  the  river  and  the 
northern  end  of  Raccoon  Mountain  daily,  and  it  finally  occurred  to  me  that  if  we 
could  seize  the  end  of  that  mountain  resting  on  the  river,  and  if  Hooker,  at  the 
same  time,  could  occupy  and  hold  the  passes,  we  could  make  a  depot  for  supplies  on 
Williams  Island,  and  from  there  supply  the  army  at  Chattanooga  by  wagons  over  a 
road  not  more  than  5  miles  in  length,  which  would  be  practically  reopening  the  river 
and  saving  the  army  from  the  fate  that  seemed  closely  impending. 

So  impressed  was  I  with  this  idea  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  of  October  I 
went  to  General  Rosecrans  and  told  him  that  I  desired,  on  the  tVillouing  day,  to 
reconnoiter  down  the  river  to  see  if  a  footing  could  not  be  gained  which  could  be 
held  and  thus  perhaps  give  us  relief.  General  Rosecrans  said,  "  ( Jo  ])y  all  means,  and 
1  will  go  with  you."  In  my  official  report  of  operations  afterwards  (from  courtesy) 
1  mentioned  that  as  an  order  from  General  Rosecrans.     *    *    * 

2.  In  a  pamphlet  published  by  General  Smith  in  1895,  entitled  "The  reopening  of 
the  Tennessee  River  near  Chattanooga,  October,  1863,  as  related  by  Maj.  Gen. 
George  H.  Thomas  and  the  Official  Record;  compiled  and  annotated  by  Bvt.  3Maj. 
Gen.  William  Farrar  Smith,"  in  which  it  is  said: 

It  was  only  after  Rosecrans's  paper  in  the  North  American  Review  appeared  that 
I  ever  took  any  steps  towards  vindicating  my  claims  to  the  credit  of  tiie  whole  move- 
ment. At  the  time  no  one  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumljerland  gave  the  credit  to  any 
other  person,  and  I  was  entirely  willing  to  let  my  actions  drift  into  history  in  an 
ordinary  way.  Of  late  it  has  become  a  question  almost  of  veracity  between  me  and 
certain  other  persons  who  are  not  willing  to  let  the  Official  Record  make  the  history 
of  the  war,  but  set  up  ex  parte  statements  based  on  nothing. 

3.  In  a  letter  from  General  Smith  to  Hon.  Russell  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  W'ar,  dated 
Wilmington,  Del.,  November  5,  1897,  in  which  this  occurs: 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  this  ai)i)eal  to  you  to  correct  the  official  misrepresenta- 
tion of  history  which  has  been  made  by  your  subordinates  in  the  War  Department. 


38 

I  make  this  appeal  to  you  as  the  only  source  to  which  such  apj^eals  can  be  made  and 
thr(jugh  whom  justice  can  be  done. 

In  a  series  of  maps,  entitled  "Atlas  of  Battlefields  of  Chickamauga,  Chattanooga,  and 
vicmity,"  a  copy  of  which  has  recently  come  into  my  possession,  there  is  found  in 
fhe  second  paragraph  of  the  legend,  under  the  head  of  Chattanooga,  the  following 
statement,  viz:  "At  daylight  of  October  27  the  river  line  of  communication  with 
Bridgeport  was  opened  by  the  execution  of  a  plan  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley 
devised  by  General  Rosecrans,  approved  by  (jeneral  Thomas,  and  ordered  executed 
by  General  Grant  under  the  immediate  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith."    *   *    * 

4.  After  General  Alger  had  referred  this  appeal  to  General  Duffield  for  consider- 
ation and  report,  General  Smith  laid  before  General  Duffield  a  paper  signed  by 
himself,  entitled  "The  Browns  Ferry  movement — The  claim  of  General  Smith 
stated." 

In  this  paper  his  claim  was  reduced  to  the  single  point  that  he,  and  not  General 
Rosecrans,  selected  Browns  Ferry  as  the  best  point  for  the  Ijridge  into  Lookout  Val- 
ley, and  the  claim  is  thus  stated: 

The  claim  is  this:  That  General  Smith,  on  October  19,  1863,  alone,  and  without 
assistance  from  anyone,  fixed  upon  Browns  Ferry  as  the  best,  if  not  the  only,  place 
where  a  lodgment  could  be  made  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Tennessee  River,  and,  owing 
to  the  conformation  of  the  ground,  securely  held,  at  such  a  distance  from  the  enemy's 
batteries  that  a  bridge,  if  thrown  across  the  stream  at  that  point,  would  be  safe  from 
their  fire  and  available  for  the  needs  of  the  military  situation. 

It  is  not  denied  that  General  Rosecrans  had  in  mind  the  desirability  of  establish- 
ing a  bridge  over  the  river  nor  that  he  visited  the  river — also  on  October  19,  1863 — 
for  the  purpose  of  selecting  a  site  for  a  bridge,  but  it  is  denied  that  he  visited  Browns 
Ferry,  where  tlie  bridge  was  thrown,  and  it  is  claimed  that  this  spot  was  selected, 
not  by  him,  but  by  General  Smith. 

The  matter  in  dispute,  therefore,  is  a  very  narrow  question  of  fact. 

5.  In  General  Smith's  comments  upon  General  Duffield' s  adverse  findings,  page 
56,  he  repeats  his  claim  to  the  whole  plan  as  set  forth  in  his  pamphlet  of'  1891,  and 
already  quoted. 

6.  In  his  letter  to  Secretary  Root  asking  for  the  appointment  of  a  board,  dated  Jan- 
uary 16,  1900,  as  quoted  on  page  25  of  this  communication,  which  is  construed  by 
this  commission  as  a  claim  to  the  authorship  of  the  entire  plan  for  relieving  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland. 

It  is  held  that  the  papers  already  produced  in  this  communication  demonstrate 
the  accuracy  of  the  legend  called  in  questioii  by  General  Smith  in  each  and  all  of 
these  various  forms  of  stating  his  claim. 

Although  this  commission  regards  the  claim  of  General  Smith  as  to  the  falsity  of 
the  legend  in  question  fully  disproved  by  the  matter  thus  far  presented,  it  is  impelled 
to  place  on  file  with  the  board,  although  through  partial  repetition,  its  dissent  from 
many  pohits  made  by  General  Smith  in  the  course  of  his  long  controversy  lest  the 
silence  of  the  commission  should  be  accepted  as  assent. 

General  Smith  insists  at  nnich  length  in  his  published  pamphlets  and  other  papers 
submitted  to  the  board  that  since  a  progress  map  issued  at  Stevenson,  Ala.,  before 
the  occupation  of  Chattanooga,  designates  Browns  Ferry  as  Williams  Ferry,  and 
places  Browns  Ferry  near  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek,  therefore  General  Rosecrans 
knew  nothing  of  the  real  location  of  Browns  Ferry,  since,  as  General  Smith  asserts, 
this  was  the  only  map  known  to  General  Rosecrans. 

In  this  connection  the  commission  deems  it  sufficient  to  call  attention  to  the 
reports  of  General  AVilder  and  General  AVhitaker,  the  latter  showing  that  the  real 
Browns  Ferry  was  occupied  under  orders  from  General  Rosecrans  as  early  as  the 
24th  of  September,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  General  Smith  from  the  Eastern  army. 

General  Smith  repeatedly  declares  that  a  ferry  existed  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout 
Creek,  and  that  General  Rosecrans  had  this  in  mind  in  all  of  his  plans,  and  rode  to  this 
point  with  General  Reynolds  on  the  day  of  his  relief,  instead  of  to  the  real  Browns 
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Ferry,  3  miles  below.  To  sustain  his  claim  of  a  ferry  at  the  mouth  of  Look(jut 
Creek  he  refers  to  the  capture  of  a  ferryboat  in  the  vicinity  of  Moccasin  Point,  and 
affirms  that  this  was  the  boat  used  in  an  established  ferry  at  that  point.  This,  how- 
ever, was  the  boat  of  a  horse  ferry  whicli  had  long  been  in  use  near  the  foot  of 
Marketstreet  in  Chattanooga,  and  which  hud  iloated  down  and  caught  upon  the  tow- 
liead  above  the  point  of  Lookout  Mountain.  This  was  a  ferry  operated  by  a  well- 
known  citizen  named  Long.  General  "Wilder  refers  to  it  in  his  dispatch,  serial  Xo. 
52,  page  122.  It  was  taken  off  the  tow-head  l)y  a  company  of  the  One  hundred  and 
fifteenth  Illinois  Infantry  of  (General  Whitaker's  brigade,  and  in  attempting  to  float 
it  down  to  Williams  Island  it  was  covered  by  Confederate  riflemen  at  the  foot  of 
Lookout  Mountain  and  captured.  It  was  soon  recaptured  and  taken  to  the  Union 
forces  operating  below  Browns  Ferry. 

To  sustain  his  contention  that  General  Rosecrans  had  continually  in  mind  the  throw- 
ing of  a  bridge  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek,  General  Smith  quotes  a  statement  of 
the  General  to  the  effect  that  he  intended  to  throw  his  bridge  across  the  Tennessee 
beyond  the  point  of  Lookout  INIountain.  As  the  whole  of  Lookout  Valley,  as  seen 
from  Chattanooga,  is  beyond  the  point  of  Lookout,  this  point  seems  to  the  con>mis- 
sion  to  be  entirely  without  force.  It  is  also  true  that  General  Thomas,  General 
Grant,  and  Mr.  Dana  used  the  terms  "mouth  of  Lookout  Valley "  and  "mouth  of 
Lookout  Creek ' '  as  apparently  synonymous. 

General  Smith  presents  the  various  dispatches  showing  energetic  work  on  the  part 
of  General  Rosecrans  in  restoring  several  lines  of  communication  north  of  the  river 
as  proof  that  he  was  not  at  work  upon  any  plan  for  opening  the  shorter  line  of  river 
supplies,  and  says  in  regard  to  this  matter: 

"If  General  Rosecrans  had,  as  he as.serted,  a  plan  for  opening  the  short  line  between 
Bridgeport  and  Chattanooga,  it  is  dilficult  to  understand  his  reason  for  Ijeginning  the 
repair  of  the  long  route." 

General  Thomas,  however,  seems  to  have  been  able  to  comprehend  this  matter, 
even  if  General  Smith  failed  to  appreciate  it,  wdien  he  telegraphed  to  General  Hal- 
leck  the  day  after  the  successful  opening  of  tliis  short  line: 

"I  intend  to  repair  the  roads  leading  to  Tracey  City  and  McMinnville,  two  termini 
of  laranch  railroads.  The  importance  of  the  position  of  Chattanooga  is  too  great  to 
neglect  any  means  of  supplying  or  reenforcing  it."     (Serial  No.  54,  p.  41.) 

In  the  same  way  the  telegram  of  Mr.  Dana  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  on  the 
23d  of  Octol^er,  saying:  "The  pontoons  are  done  for  a  bridge  across  to  Lookout  Val- 
ley as  soon  as  Hooker  has  moved  into  that  position,"  is  thus  disposed  of  by  General 
Smith:  "The  last  part  of  that  last  sentence  shows  that  ]\Ir.  Dana  did  not  appreciate 
the  plan." 

General  Smith  makes  the  point  that  as  no  orders  for  a  bridge  at  Browns  Ferry 
passed  through  his  hands  after  all  engineering  operations  had  been  placed  in  his 
charge  by  an  order  of  October  10,  consequently  there  could  have  been  no  orders  for 
the  completion  of  boats  for  such  a  bridge.  It,  however,  clearly  appears  from  what 
has  already  been  jiresented  that  General  Rosecrans  in  person  gave  orders  on  the  7th 
of  October  to  Capt.  P.  V.  Fox,  in  charge  of  pontoon  construction,  to  go  on  with  the 
building  of  boats,  which  afterwards  transjaired  were  for  Browns  Ferry,  and  that, 
according  to  Captain  Fox,  boats  for  a  bridge  1,000  feet  long  had  been  completed 
before  the  date  of  General  Rosecrans's  relief. 

In  his  second  pamphlet,  page  93,  General  Smith  declares  that  all  idea  of  opening 
the  river  line  seems  to  have  been  abandoned  by  October  9,  the  close  of  the  Wheeler 
raid,  a  statement  which  is  directly  contradicted  by  the  official  records  heretofore 
produced. 

On  the  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh  pages  of  the  same  pamphlet  [pages  94,  95,  96,  of 
this  reprint]  General  Smith  argues  that  if  there  was  a  jjlan  of  opening  the  river  as 
far  as  Shellmound,  nothing  further  was  heard  of  it  after  the  14th  of  October. 
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On  page  12  of  the  same  pamphlet  [96] ,  notwithstanding  it  is  clearly  established  that 
orders  for  boats  for  a  bridge  to  communicate  with  Lookout  Valley  were  given  by 
General  Rosecrans  on  the  7th  of  October,  General  Smith  declares  that  on  the  16th  of 
that  mouth:  " There  was  no  thought  on  the  part  of  anyone  at  the  time  of  putting 
together  materials  for  such  a  bridge." 

On  the  thirteenth  page  of  his  second  pamphlet  [97]  General  Smith  declares  that  Gen- 
eral ]\Ieigs,  who  was  supposed  to  possess  the  full  confidence  of  (xeneral  Rosecraus, 
was  "ignorant  of  any  such  plan,"  being  the  plan  for  opening  the  river  line.  And 
yet  in  serial  No.  52,  page  890,  of  the  official  records,  appears  the  following  from 
General  Meigs  to  Secretary  Stanton  under  date  of  Chattanooga,  September  27,  1803, 
three  days  before  General  Smith  arrived  from  the  eastern  army: 

*  *  *  One  steamboat  and  a  few  flats  are  ready  for  service.  Another  steamboat 
is  nearing  comi^letion.  For  another  the  machinery  is  at  Bridgeport.  The  water  is 
too  low  at  present  for  the  Paint  Itock,  the  captured  steamboat,  to  navigate  the  river, 
and  the  rebels  comn:iand  the  channel.  When  the  troops  understood  to  be  on  their 
way  here  arrive.  General  Rosecrans  expects  to  recover  command  of  the  river  to 
Bridgeport.     Suj)plies  can  then  be  accumulated  by  water.     *    *    * 

On  page  15  of  this  second  pamphlet  [97]  the  statement  telegraphed  by  Mr.  Dana  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  at  noon  on  the  16th  of  October,  that  General  Hooker  had  Ijeen 
ordered  to  prepare  for  the  opening  of  the  river.  General  Smith  disposes  of  in  a  foot- 
note by  the  brief  statement  that  "Mr.  Dana  was  misinformed  by  General  Rosecrans." 

In  this  second  pamphlet,  pages  31  and  32  [106],  appears  the  following: 

General  Boynton  further  says  that  on  the  19th  [October]  the  order  was  again 
given  by  Rosecrans  for  the  troops  at  Bridgeport  to  he  ready  to  move.  No  such  order 
of  that  date  is  in  existence  or  was  ever  issued. 

Also  that  on  the  same  night  (19th)  "General  Thomas  directed  General  Hooker  to 
be  ready  to  o])ey  the  order  given  him  in  the  morning  by  General  Rosecrans." 

That  account  of  General  Thomas's  order  of  October  19  is  much  like  General  Ro.se- 
crans's  ciuotation  from  General  Thomas's  report,  which  has  been  given  before. 

The  statement  here  referred  to  General  Smith  had  already  characterized  as  "a 
barefaced  forgery." 

The  authority  for  the  assertion  that  such  an  order  was  sent  and  in  the  terms 
described  is  in  a  statement  repeated  to  this  connnission  on  several  occasions  during 
the  consideration  of  the  Browns  Ferry  affair  by  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds,  at  the  time 
chief  of  staff  to  General  Rosecrans.  While  this  order  has  not  been  found  in  the 
records,  an  acknowledgment  of  its  reception  by  General  Hooker  at  Stevenson  at 
9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  October  19  is  found  in  Serial  No.  53,  page  482,  heretofore 
quoted  upon  page  13  of  this  communication  to  your  board,  and  in  order  that  this 
subject  may  consecutively  appear  at  this  point  is  here  reproduced: 

Stevenson,  October  19,  1863 — 9  a.  in. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Granger: 

Dispatch  received.  Have  just  received  orders  from  department  headquarters  to 
hold  my  command  in  readiness  to  march  at  short  notice.  Yours  will  be  the  only 
troops  left  on  the  line  when  I  leave,  therefore  I  can  not  relieve  them.  Confer  with 
General  Rosecrans  on  the  subject. 

Joseph  Hooker, 
Major- Oeneral,  Com manding. 

General  Smith  lays  much  stress  upon  a  letter  of  Mr.  Dana  to  liimself,  reproduced 
on  page  29  of  his  second  pamphlet  [104].  Mr.  Dana's  summing  up  of  the  matter 
thus  a^jpears  in  his  closing  paragraph: 

After  a  careful  study  of  the  documents  in  the  case,  and  after  reviewing  my  own 
recollection,  I  remain  convinced  that  the  credit  of  planning  as  well  as  executing  the 
occupation  of  Browns  Ferry  belongs  to  you  alone. 

It  is  held  by  this  commission  that  this  conclusion  of  Mr.  Dana  agrees  with  its  own, 
namely,  that  after  Browns  Ferry  was  fixed  upon  as  the  point  for  the  throwing  of 
the  bridge,  the  details  for  opening  communication  with  Lookout  Valley,  which,  after 
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all,  was  simply  an  incident  of  the  general  plan,  were  confided  to  General  Smith. 
And  this  position  of  the  commission  agrees  with  the  statement  in  Van  Home's  His- 
tory, Volume  I,  page  396,  that  "  General 'Smith  was  charged  with  the  enterprise  and 
directed  to  perfect  the  necessary  arrangements." 

General  Smith  at  various  times  has  quoted  the  following  from  (Teneral  Thomas's 
report  as  fully  sustaining  his  claim  to  originating  the  general  i)lan  for  oinniing  the 
river  line  of  supplies: 

To  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  should  be  accorded  great  praise  for  the 
ingenuity  which  conceived  and  ability  which  executed  the  movement  at  Browns 
Ferry. 

The  commission  holds  that  this,  interpreted  by  the  official  records,  clearly  shows 
that  it  refers  to  the  preparation  and  execution  of  the  details  of  the  plan  for  throw- 
ing the  bridge  at  Browns  Ferry,  after  this  was  decided  upon,  and  which  lie  did  most 
brilliantly  perform. 

The  commission  has  no  desire  to  present  a  rejoinder  to  the  reply  of  General  Smith 
to  the  report  of  Gen.  H.  M.  Duffield  now  before  your  board.  In  view  of  tlie  volumi- 
nous quotations  from  the  official  records  bearing  upon  the  case,  this  commission  is 
quite  content  to  rest  this  portion  of  the  case  without  appearing  to  enter  into  an  argu- 
ment before  your  board. 

There  are,  however,  two  points  in  the  private  letters  subnutted  by  General  Smith, 
as  an  appendix  to  this  reply,  to  which  attention  is  called  as  sustaining  the  contention 
of  this  commission. 

Writing  home  at  the  time — the  night  after  the  successful  occupation  of  JSrowns 
Ferry — General  Smith  says,  "I  have  been  congratulated  all  around  to-day  on  my 
part,"  which  seems  to  indicate  that  at  the  time  he  did  not  consider  his  part  the 
whole.  It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  this  "part"  of  his  is  fully  recognized  by 
the  commission  in  the  legend  to  which  General  Smith  takes  exception,  in  the  same 
way  tliat  the  parts  of  General  Rosecrans,  General  Thomas,  (ieneral  Grant,  General 
Hooker,  and  the  parts  assigned  to  and  executed  by  General  Hazen  and  General  Tur- 
chin  were  also  included  in  the  legend. 

Writing  privately  also  on  the  31st  of  October  the  General  thus  sets  forth  his  part 
of  the  operation  as  he  then  understood  it: 

On  the  19th  of  October  I  was  scoutmg  along  the  river  bank  3  or  4  miles  below  here 
and  I  came  to  a  place  that  attracted  my  attention.  On  the  other  side  of  the  river 
was  a  sharp  ridge  of  hills  a  mile  and  a  half  long,  the  base  of  which  was  washed  by 
the  river.  Between  this  ridge  and  a  high  rugged  mountain  was  a  narrow  valley, 
which  was  a  strong  place  for  us,  and  would  give  us  a  good  share  of  tlie  river  if  we 
owned  it,  and  would  also  give  us  an  opportunity  of  aiding  Hooker  on  his  march  to 
seize  the  rest  of  the  river  should  he  meet  with  any  heavy  force.  Its  inunense  imi)i)r- 
tance  struck  me,  and  I  found  a  deep  gorge  in  the  liills  through  which  ran  a  road  for  an 
old  ferry.  I  sat  down  on  the  bank  of  the  river  for  two  hours  within  a  thousand  feet 
of  a  rebel  picket,  who  thought  me  some  soldier  not  on  duty,  and  as  I  sat  there  I  con- 
ceived a  ])lan  for  the  capture  of  that  hill  which,  if  taken,  would  make  Hooker's  work 
easy  and  give  our  soldiers  and  animals  something  to  eat  and  save  Chattanooga  to  us. 
That  day  General  Thomas  took  command  and  I  proposed  it  to  him  and  asked  him  to 
go  and  look  at  the  place  and  see  for  himself.  General  Grant  came  then,  and  the  day 
after  he  came  I  took  the  two  down  and  showed  them  the  promised  land.  They  were 
both  impressed  with  the  great  value  of  it,  and  I  was  allowed  to  arrange  the  details 
myself.     *    *    * 

This  seems  to  show  conclusively,  in  General  Smith's  own  words,  that  at  the  time 
he  first  visited  Browns  Ferry  he  was  fully  aware  that  Hooker's  column  was  to 
attempt  to  seize  the  rest  of  the  river,  and  also  to  show  plainly  that  he  tlien  had  in 
mind  only  a  plan  for  bridging  the  river  and  opening  communication  with  ( Jeneral 
Hooker's  column  when  it  should  reach  Lookout  Valley. 

The  park  commission  rests  its  case  upon  the  above  presentation  of  official  records 
and  the  unofficial  information  obtained  during  several  years  of  careful  attention  to 
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the  subject.  It  has  no  desire  to  argue  the  question  at  issue,  except  as  the  facts  pre- 
sented constitute  an  argument,  regarding  it  as  quite  unnecessary,  if  not  presumptuous, 
to  assume  to  discuss  the  mihtary  points  involved  in  the  plans  for  reopening  the  river 
line  of  supplies  for  the  army  at  Chattanooga  before  your  honorable  l)oard. 

The  conclusion  of  the  national  commission  is  that  in  the  legend  to  which  Brigadier- 
General  Smith  takes  exception  overmuch  credit  is  given  to  him  and  the  two  brigades 
under  his  command,  at  the  expense  of  Major-General  Hooker  and  the  six  and  a  half 
brigades  of  his  command,  for  the  parts  taken  by  them,  respectively,  in  opening  com- 
munication between  Chattanooga  and  Bridgeport,  in  that  it  is  not  made  plainly  to 
appear  therein  that  Hooker's  was  the  principal  movement  and  Smith's  was  coopera- 
tive. (See  General  Thomas's  official  report,  p.  42,  serial  No.  54,  War  Eeoords;  also 
dispatch  Thomas  to  Hooker,  pp.  40,  47,  same  volume. )  This  error  has  since  been 
partially  corrected  in  the  text  of  the  more  recent  historical  tablets  which  have  been 
placed  upon  the  field. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

For  the  commission : 

H.  V.   BOYNTON, 

CJKiirmmi. 


Appendix. 


Herewith  are  submitted  copies  of  the  chief  papers  in  the  long  discussion  of  the 
Browns  Ferry  affair  now  in  possession  of  this  commission.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
until  the  commission  was  informed  that  the  case  had  been  submitted  to  General 
Duffield  for  consideration  and  report  most  of  these  papers  relate  to  public  discussions 
of  the  matter,  which,  so  far  as  this  commission  was  concerned,  were  entirely  unofficial. 

The  papers  submitted  are  as  follows: 

1.  Copy  of  pamphlet  issued  by  General  Smith  in  1891,  entitled  "  The  relief  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  the  opening  of  the  short  line  of  communication 
between  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  in  October,  1863.  William 
Farrar  Smith,  brevet  major-general,  United  States  Army." 

2.  Pamphlet  issued  by  General  Smith  in  1895,  entitled  "The  reopening  of  the 
Tennessee  River  near  Chattanooga,  October,  1863,  as  related  byMaj.  Gen.  George  H. 
Thomas  and  The  Official  Record.  Compiled  and  annotated  by  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Wil- 
liam Farrar  Smith." 

3.  A  newspaper  statement  of  his  case  by  General  Smith  in  the  Chattanooga  Times 
and  Philadelphia  Times  of  September  15,  1895. 

4.  Preliminary  reply,  October  5,  1895,  of  H.  V.  Boynton  to  this  paper  of  General 
Smith. 

5.  Extended  reply,  January  26,  1896,  of  H.  V.  Boynton  to  the  same  paper  of  Gen- 
eral Smith. 

6.  General  Smith's  fii-st  appeal  to  Hon.  Russell  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
November  5,  1897. 

7.  General  Smith's  second  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  AVar,  dated  November  15, 1897. 

8.  Statement  of  General  Smith's  claim,  as  made  by  him  to  Gen.  H.  M.  Duffield. 

9.  Letter  of  this  commission  to  General  Duffield  in  regard  to  the  claim  set  forth  in 
paper  8,  dated  March  22,  1898. 

In  addition  to  these  papers  there  were  sent  from  the  files  of  the  War  Department 
to  General  Smith  General  Duffield' s  report  on  the  case,  sustaining  the  correctness  of 
the  legend  in  question,  together  with  the  accompanying  papers  of  that  report.  These 
latter  were  as  follows: 

1.  Letter  of  instructions  from  Secretary  Alger,  November  30,  1897,  with  General 
Smith's  appeal  and  letter  from  him  to  Senator  Proctor. 
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2.  General  Smith's  pamphlet,  "  The  Reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,"  etc.,  with 
maps  attached. 

3.  Reply  of  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission  to  Cien- 
eral  Smith's  appeal,  March  22,  1898. 

4.  General  Smith's  rejoinder  to  the  above,  April  3,  1898. 

5.  Copy  of  letter  of  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Reynolds  to  General  Smith,  May  20,  1895. 

6.  Copy  of  letter  of  May  23,  1 895,  from  same  to  same. 

7.  Letter  of  Gen.  11.  V.  Boynton,  January  12,  1898,  stating  conversation  with  f  ien. 
John  T.  Wilder. 

8.  Letter  of  Maj.  Frank  S.  Bond  to  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  November  7,  1898. 
There  was  also  forwarded  to  General  Smith  from  the  files  of  the  Department  a 

"summary  and  review  of  the  claim  of  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  for  the  information  of  tlie 
Secretary  of  War,"  by  this  connnission,  dated  February  2,  1900. 

As  none  of  these  papers  have  been  returned  to  the  War  Department  l)y  Gen- 
eral Smith,  the  supposition  is  that  he  has  forwarded  them  to  your  l)oard.  If  they 
had  been  in  the  files,  they  would  have  been  submitted  as  a  part  of  the  case  of  this 
commission. 


THE    CASE    OF    GENERAL    SMITH. 

[Preface. — The  legend  of  the  atlas  of  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission 
declares  that  '•  at  daylight  of  October  27  the  river  line  of  the  communication  with  Bridgeport  was 
opened  by  the  execution  of  a  plan  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley,  devised  by  General  Rosecrans," 
etc. — Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  who  was  in  command  at  Chattanooga  on  the  27th  of  October, 
reports  that  "to  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  should  be  accorded  great  praise  for  the 
ingenuity  which  conceived  and  the  ability  which  executed  the  movement  at  Browns  Ferry."— 
Report  of  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  Supplement,  vol.  1,  part  1,  p.  119. — Report  of 
Thomas.] 

TABLE   OF   CONTENTS. 

Evidence  taken  from  official  record  and  remarks  thereon. 

Summary  of  evidence. 

Report  of  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conducrt  of  the 

War  and  analysis  thereof. 
Summary  of  analysis  of  above.  ■» 

Personal  statement  of  history  of  reconnoissance  and  movements  connected  with  my 

capture  of  the  hills  at  Browns  Ferry,  with  extracts  from  letters  written  i)y  me  to 

my  home.- 


Wilmington,  Del.,  March — ,  1900. 
To  the  Hon.  Elihu  Root, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  submitted  a  reply  to  the  report  of  IL  M.  Duffield,  esq.,  as  to  the 
truth  or  falsity  of  the  legend  of  the  atlas  of  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga 
National  Park  Commission,  wherein  it  is  stated  that  Gen.  William  S.  Rosecrans 
devised  the  plan  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley,  carried  out  October  27,  1863. 

I  will  quote  from  the  Official  Record  up  to  October  19,  1863,  all  that  pertains  to 
the  subject  of  the  lines  of  communications  between  Bridgeport  and  the  army  at 
Chattanooga  to  ascertain,  as  we  proceed,  whether  any  of  those  high  in  authority 
ever  looked  to  the  opening  of  the  line  by  the  river  and  south  of  it,. according  to  the 
plan  carried  out  October  27,  1863,  or  even  approximating  to  that  plan. 
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First,  the  historian  of  the  commission  says  (1): 

These  cotemporaneous  dispatches  leave  no  doubt  that  General  Rosecrans  had  in 
mind  the  general  plan  of  recovering  Lookout  Valley  and  opening  the  river  to  Bridge- 
port by  operations  as  far  up  (down)  the  river  as  the  head  of  Williams  Island; 

It  would  not  take  a  very  astute  mind  to  see  that  the  short  line  could  not  be 
reopened  w'ithout  capturing  and  holding  some  part  of  it.  I  will  assume  that  the 
author  of  the  report  means  by  a  "  general  plan ' '  some  proposed  operation  for  securing 
by  land  or  river,  or  both,  a  line  for  the  transportation  of  the  necessary  army  supplies 
from  Bridgeport  to  Chattanooga  within  the  limits  of  the  capacity  of  the  transporta- 
tion department.     Of  particular  and  feasible  plans  there  were  but  few  possiljle. 

First,  the  capture  and  holding  of  Lookout  Mountain,  which,  with  the  holding  of 
Lookout  Valley,  would  have  placed  the  army  where  it  stood  on  the  23d  of  Septem- 
ber, with  its  communications  assured  over  the  short  line  and  no  question  of  al)ility 
to  supply  the  army  from  Bridgeport  as  long  as  there  were  supplies  there. 

Second,  the  holding  of  Lookout  Valley  without  the  occupation  of  Lookout  Moun- 
tain. This  would  have  given  the  use  of  the  short  line  and  the  river  to  a  point 
sufficiently  near  Chattanooga  to  come  within  our  capacity  for  transportation,  and 
thus  have  relieved  the  stress  of  the  army  existing  during  the  month  of  October,  1863. 

Third,  holding  the  passes  in  Raccoon  Mountain  and  a  position  on  the  river  at  the 
northern  end  of  the  mountain.  If  the  latter  were  supported  by  the  troops  in  the 
passes  this  would  give  control  of  the  river  as  far  as  Williams  Island,  but  not  of  the 
road  south  of  the  river  for  transportation  of  supplies  into  Chattanooga.  This,  how- 
ever, would  give  a  shorter  road  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  to  Chattanooga. 

Lastly,  the  plan  carried  out  by  General  Thomas,  to  seize  and  fortify  the  hills  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry  and  build  a  bridge  there  to  allow  any 
necessary  support  from  the  army  at  Chattanooga.  On  the  same  morning  that  these 
hills  were  seized  a  sufficient  force  was  to  cross  the  river  at  Bridgeport  and  march  on 
Wauhatchie.  The  hills  at  Browns  Ferry  were  seized  on  the  27th  of  October,  the 
bridge  was  completed  by  10  o'clock  a.  m.  of  that  day,  and  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
28th  Hooker  marched  into  Wauhatchie,  and  .both  river  and  southern  road  were 
open.  The  record  shows  that  such  a  plan  was  not  matured  by  Rosecrans  or  even 
hinted  at  by  himself  or  by  anyone  under  him.  I  certainly,  from  my  position,  should 
have  known  of  it,  for  a  bridge  and  other  engineering  work  was  required,  and  there 
is  no  record  of  any  such  w^ork  being  ordered  of  the  engineer  department. 

I  will  give  a  copy  of  the  order  of  October  10,  defining  my  position,  to  show  that  I 
must  have  received  and  carried  out  orders  for  any  plan  requiring  engineer  work  (2): 

October  10. — Brig.  Gen.  AV.  F.  Smith,  being  the  senior  officer  in  his  corps  in  this 
department,  is  announced  as  chief  engineer.  All  troops  on  engineer .  duty  and  all 
engineering  operations  will  he  under  his  profemonal  control.^ 

Now,  my  contention  is  simply  this:  That  there  is  not  a  tittle  of  evidence  to  show 
that  any  such  plan  as  that  carried  out  by  Thomas  w'as  ever  hinted  at  in  the  record, 
and  that  no  plan  suggested  in  the  record  up  to  and  including  the  19th  of  October 
was  feasible  or  carried  with  it  any  probability  of  success.  'The  only  evidence  against 
this  statement  is  that  given  in  the  report  to  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War 
by  General  Thomas  in  1866,  and  that  endenee  I  shall  show  later  was  contradicted 
by  General  Rosecrans  himself  on  the  18th  and  19th  of  October  and  by  other  portions 
of  the  record  of  that  time. 

On  the  24th  of  September  Rosecrans  had  abandoned  Lookout  Mountain  and  the 
short  line  to  Bridgeport.  Supplies  were  to  be  sent  via  Jasper  over  Waldens  Ridge. 
He  also  ordered  a  survey  for  a  road  from  Jasper  eastward,  which  should  be  safe  from 
artillery  tire  from  the  left  bank  of  the  Tennessee  River.  Two  trestle  bridges  were 
laid  at  Chattanooga  to  connect  with  the  new  lines  of  communication.  These  bridges 
could  be  maintained  only  when  the  river  was  low,  but  the  chief  engineer  was  ordered 


^  Italics  throughout  are  by  General  Smith. 
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to  forward  lumber  to  replace  them  by  pontooiiH.  The  first  was  finished  October  6 
and  was  the  only  bridge  thrown  at  Chattanooga  until  after  the  battle  of  Missionary 
Ridge.  At  this  time  General  Meigs,  the  Quartermaster-General  of  the  Army,  was 
sent  to  Tennessee  to  examine  into  the  matters  connected  with  his  department,  to 
report  on  matters  of  impox'tance  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  to  give  advice  and 
instructions  to  all  connected  with  the  administration  of  transportation  in  that  military 
department.  From  his  report  to  Stanton,  September  27,  I  take  the  following 
extract  {?>): 

I  have,  with  General  Rosecrans,  visited  the  lines  of  defense  of  this  place.  *  *  * 
When  the  river  rises,  the  bridges  will  go;  *  *  *  when  the  troops  understood  to 
l)e  on  their  way  here  arrive.  General  Rosecrans  expects  to  recover  command  of  the 
river  to  Bridgeport.  *  *  *  Animals  still  in  very  fair  condition;  *  *  *  plenty 
of  them  here  and  at  Nashville.  *  *  *  I  have  ordered  shii)  carpenters  to  be  sent 
from  Louisville  to  Ituild  boats  at  Bridgeport. 

The  inference  drawn  from  these  extracts  is  that  Rosecrans  had  a  plan  for  recovering 
the  short  line  in  which  Meigs  must  have  had  some  confidence,  or  he  would  not  have 
ordered  mechanics  from  Louisville  to  build  boats  which  wefe  of  no  use  until  the 
river  was  controlled  by  us  beyond  Waldens  Ridge.  On  the  16th  of  October,  from 
Nashville,  (4)  he  advises  Rosecrans  that  plenty  of  tools  are  available  for  work  on  the 
long  route,  without  a  hint  as  to  the  plan  for  opening  the  short  line.  On  the  same 
day,  later,  at  Louisville,  he  tells  the  Secretary  of  the  "vital  importance  that  he 
[Rosecrans]  get  possession  of  the  river,  at  least  as  far  as  the  reljel  batteries  on  Look- 
out will  permit  him  to  use  it"  *  *  *  (5)  and  "repair  the  roads  over  AValdens 
Ridge.  *  *  *  It  will  require  inuch  work,  arid  more  time  tJian  I  fear  can  he  spared.^' 
That  is,  the  chances  were  that  we  had  not  time  to  save  ourselves  by  either  plan. 
Garfield  also  on  the  same  day  writes  Rosecrans  two  letters  with  suggestions  as  to 
improvement  of  the  long  route,  but  with  no  reference  to  the  opening  of  the  short 
route,  any  plan  for  which  must,  perforce,  have  been  known  to  him  as  well  as  to  Meigs. 
Evidently,  therefore,  they  looked  to  safety  from  the  long  route.  To  return  a  little: 
On  the  30th  of  September,  Colonel  Hodges,  chief  quartermaster,  asks  (6): 

Please  give  me  an  idea  as  to  where  the  troops  now  coming  in  will  be  for  the 
j->resenf. 

The  answer  was  ( 7 ) : 

The  troops  coming  in  will  operate  on  the  Lookout  Valley  line  unless  called  north- 
ward— 

Leaving  a  fair  inference  that  the  movement  was  to  be  made  soon.  There  was  then 
no  possiljility  of  any  cooperation  from  the  army  at  Chattanooga,  for  there  were  no 
boats  for  bridges  for  cooperation,  the  first  bridge  for  Chattanooga  being  completed 
only  on  October  6;  therefore,  so  far  as  any  immediate  move  under  orders  of  Octol)er 
1,  4,  or  12  w'as  concerned,  they  looked  to  the  occupation  of  Lookout  Valley  or  Rac- 
coon Mountain  from  the  passes  to  the  river,  without  any  bridges  below  Lookout. 
On  the  12th  of  October  Rosecrans  sends  to  Hooker  as  follows  (8) : 

Can  you  have  a  column  of  one  division  to  move  up  to  Shellmound  and  jiush  an 
advance  to  Whitesides,  to  start  by  daylight  in  the  morning?  They  can  take  ten  days' 
rations  in  haversack  and  knapsack.     Answer. 

To  which  Hooker  replies  (9): 

I  can  do  it,  but  only  with  infantry.  I  should  prefer  to  have  a  battery  to  accom- 
pany the  column,  but  as  the  horses  have  but  just  arrived,  I  doubt  if  they  will  be  in 
readiness  that  early. 

And  then  Rosecrans  says  (10): 

I  will  delay  the  order  till  your  batteries  are  ready.  Hasten  their  preparation  and 
report  when  ready.      The  object  is  to  get  j)0!<nession  of  the  line  of  the  river  up  to  this  jilace. 

After  which  we  hear  nothing  more  of  the  idea,  the  intention  of  which  is  so  vaguely 
stated  to  be  "the  possession  of  the  river  to  this  jilace"  (Chattanooga).     Now,  can 
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that  order  to  Hooker  be  construed  into  a  plan  similar  or  even  approximating  to  th;it 
carried  out  by  Thomas  October  27,  1863? 

The  route  from  Shellmound  to  Chattanooga  by  road  would  not  be  shortened  to  any 
extent,  and  would  be  over  "Waldens  Ridge  and  not  within  the  limits  of  our  capacity 
for  transportation.  Would  the  occupation  of  Whitesides  by  a  brigade  give  Rosecrans 
the  river  up  to  Williams  Island?  Would  that  same  move  and  position  of  troops  give 
him  the  river  up  to  Chattanooga?  Could  he  have  meant  to  assault,  carry,  and  hold 
Lookout  Mountain  with  a  division  or  any  force  under  Hooker's  connnand?  It  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  this  movement  is  without  a  cooperating  bridge  across  the 
Tennessee,  for  which  no  order  had  been  given,  and  for  which  Rosecrans  knew  at  7.30 
p.  m.  on  the  18th  of  October  that  no  boats  were  being  built.  This  inquiry,  made  of 
Hooker,  ivas  furnished  to  Dana,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  as  an  order  for  concen- 
tration of  troops  with  a  view  to  (11)  "seizing  the  passes  of  Raccoon  Mountain  and 
occupying  Shellmound,  and,  if  possible,  Lookout  Valley,"  with,  as  an  eventuality,  the 
hope  of  a  recapture  of  Lookout  Mountain.  But  Rosecrans' s  dispatch  to  Halleck, 
October  16,  seems  to  preclude  any  idea  of  such  a  result  as  the  cai)ture  of  Lookout,  as 
is  seen  in  his  estimate  of  Bragg's  force  as  compared  with  his  own.  In  this  same  dis- 
patch he  complains  that  he  has  not  a  railroad  to  Chattanooga  and  that  the  roads  are 
bad.  Not  a  word  about  transportation  by  river,  and  this  only  three  days  before 
being  relieved. 

The  roads  are  very  heavy.  Our  future  is  not  bright.  Had  we  the  railroad  from 
here  to  Bridgeport,  and  the  whole  of  Sherman's  and  Hooker's  troops  brought  up,  we 
shoulil  not  probal)ly  outnumber  the  enemy.  This  army,  with  its  back  to  l)arren 
mountains,  roads  narrow  and  difficult,  while  the  enemy  has  the  railroad  and  the  corn 
in  his  rear,  is  at  much  disadvantage  (12). 

On  the  14th,  however,  Rosecrans,  without  waiting  for  Hooker's  rejwrt  as  to  his 
ability  to  take  batteries  with  him,  gave  an  order  (13)  to  begin  at  once  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  on  a  graded  bed  from  Bi-idgeport  to  Battle  Creek.  With  reference 
to  this  section  of  the  long  route,  Meigs  telegraphed  to  Stanton,  October  16  (14) : 

The  roads  from  Bridgeport  to  Battle  Creek  will,  after  the  rises,  l)e  almost  impass- 
able, and  I  will  send  forward  tools  and  urge  upon  the  generals  commanding  the 
importance  of  straining  every  nerve.     The  troops  must  do  the  work. 

From  the  extract  above  it  is  evident  that  General  Meigs  at  this  time  was  not  look- 
ing forward  to  any  relief  by  the  way  of  a  movement  on  Shellmound  and  Whitesides. 
On  the  15th,  at  10  a.  m.,  Mr.  Dana  (15),  reporting  the  state  of  the  roads,  etc.,  says: 
"Troops  here  receiving  half  rations;  it  will  soon  become  necessary  for  all  persons 
except  soldiers  to  leave  here;"  and  on  the  16th  (16),  at  12  m. : 

Our  couriers  report  that  from  Bridgeport  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  the  mud  is  up 
to  their  horses'  liellies.  *  *  *  Day  before  yesterday  the  nuiles  attached  to  the 
empty  train  returning  to  Bridgeport  were  too  weak  to  haul  the  wagons  up  the  moun- 
tain without  douljling  the  teams,  though  they  went  on  the  easiest  of  all  our  roads 
which  had  just  been  put  in  thorough  order.  (See  also  report  (17)  of  Tucker.) 
General  Brannan  tells  me  he  could  not  possibly  haul  away  the  artillery  with  the 
horses  that  are  left.  *  *  *  Nothing  can  prevent  the  retreat  of  the  army  from 
this  place  within  a  fortnight,  and  with  a  vast  loss  of  public  property,  and  possibly 
life,  except  the  opening  of  the  river.  General  Hooker  has  been  ordered  to  prepare 
for  this,  but  Rosecrans  thinks  he  can  not  move  till  his  transportation  arrives  from 
Nashville.  *  *  *  It  should  have  been  in  Bridgeport  on  the  14th,  but  is  not  yet 
reported. 

No  order  for  preparation  has  been  issued  later  than  that  of  the  12th,  which  did 
not  order  concentration. 

On  the  same  day,  at  4  p.  m.,  Dana  reports  (IS): 

I  have  just  had  a  full  conversation  with  General  Rosecrans  upon  the  situation. 
He  says  the  jwssession  of  the  river  as  far  up  as  Williams  Island,  at  least,  is  a  sine  qua 
non  to  the  holding  of  Chattanooga,  but  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  make  any 
movement  toward  gaining  such  possession  until  General  Hooker's  troops  are  concen- 
trated and  his  tran'jportation  gets  up.     Hooker's  troops  are  now  scattered  along  the 
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line  of  the  railroad  and  can  not  be  got  together  before  next  Wednesday  \_October  21'\. 
The  wagons  ranst  all  have  arrived  by  that  time,  and  if  the  enemy  does  not  interfere 
sooner  the  movement  upon  Raccoon  Mountain  and  Lookout  Valley  may  then  be 
attempted. 

Now,  what  has  become  of  a  movement  of  a  division,  with  ten  days'  rations  on 
person,  on  Shellmound,  with  a  brigade  at  Whitesides,  which  Rosecrans  stated 
explicitly  was  for  the  purpose  of  getting  "possession  of  the  line  of  the  river  up  to 
this  place ' '  (Chattanooga)  ?  A  movement  announced  on  the  16th,  without  any  bridge 
ordered  for  a  crossing  below  Lookout,  with  no  arrangements  for  the  troo{)s  to  jirotect 
bridge  layers,  could  not  have  looked  forward  to  any  cooperation  with  or  aid  from  the 
troops  at  Chattanooga,  and  must  therefore  have  been  deemed  of  strength  to  protect 
iti^elf  in  Lookout  Valley  or  the  passes  in  Raccoon  Mountain  against  Bragg' s  best 
efforts.  Bragg  was  bound  to  make  such  efforts,  for  the  starvation  of  our  army- by 
holding  that  line  between  Bridgeport  and  Chattanooga  was  the  campaign  Bragg  was 
making  against  Rosecrans  (19).  (See  Bragg' s  and  Longstreet's  reports.)  This  plan, 
then,  by  no  possibility  could  be  the  one  carried  out  by  Thomas  on  the  27th  of  Octoljcr. 
Rosecrans  tells  Halleck  at  5  p.  m.  of  this  same  day  (October  16)  (20):  "We  can  not 
feed  Hooker's  troops  on  our  right."  Why  not?  Our  right  would  have  been  in 
Lookout  Valley,  and  if  he  could  maintain  them  there  he  would  hold  the  short  line. 
"*  *  *  Our  future  is  not  bright."  And  then  he  goes  on  to  tell  what  is  necessary 
to  secure  the  position  at  Chattanooga,  suggestions  which  would  have  taken  months 
to  carry  out,  and  our  life  Avas  measured  by  days. 

Now,  it  seems  proper  to  say  here  that  had  Rosecrans  given  an  order  on  the  16th 
in  precisely  the  words  that  General  Thomas  used  on  the  24th,  the  short  line  could 
liave  been  opened  by  the  21st  of  October  at  the  latest. 

I  have  stated,  in  my  own  account  of  this  matter,  that  my  boat  builders  were  all  at 
v>\.:-^5  on  material  for  a  second  bridge  at  Chattanooga,  and  that  Thomas's  first  order 
to  me  was  to  lay  it  at  once.  When  he  determined  to  carry  out  the  plan  ordered  on 
the  24th  he  aljandoned  temporarily  the  idea  of  a  second  bridge  at  Chattanooga,  and 
sufficient  boats  and  material  were  to  be  taken  for  the  bridge  at  Browns  Ferry.  On 
the  16th,  at  the  time  Rosecrans  telegraphed  "Our  future  is  not  bright,"  though  we 
had  not  sufficient  boats  for  a  bridge  at  Chattanooga,  we  had  sufficient  for  a  bridge  at 
Browns  Ferry,  where  the  river  is  much  narrower  and  the  banks  steeper.  As  for  the 
wagons,  Thomas  (21)  would  not  allow  any  to  be  taken.  Giving  Hooker  five  days  to 
concentrate,  he  should  have  been  ready  by  the  21st.  It  took  four  days  to  get  boats 
and  materials  ready  and  to  instruct  the  chiefs  of  brigades  detailed  for  the  capture  of 
the  position,  to  instruct  the  officers  connected  with  the  movement  of  the  boats,  and 
to  fix  the  point  at  which  the  bridge  was  to  be  begun,  so  on  the  16th  Rosecrans  had 
everything  that  Thomas  had  on  the  21st,  and  the  short  line  might  have  been  opened 
by  the  21st  by  Rosecrans  had  he  had  in  hiB  mind  the  i)lan  adoi^ted  by  Thomas. 

To  return  to  the  history  developed  by  the  record.  On  the  17th  (22)  Morgan  was 
directed  to  take  his  command  to  Harrisons  Landing  on  the  Tennessee  above  Chatt;.- 
nooga,  and  Howard  was  to  replace  his  force,  thus  stretching  Howard  from  Bridgeport 
to  Anderson,  guarding  and  working  on  the  long  route.  (23)  On  the  same  day  Rose- 
crans gave  orders  to  put  the  railroad  in  running  order  to  Jasper,  6  miles  beyond  Bat- 
tle Creek  on  the  long  route.  On  this  day  also  Ro.secrans  sent  this  order  to  Hooker  at 
10  p.  m.  (24): 

If  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  cross  the  Tennessee  in  force  above  us,  it  will  be  necessary 
for  your  command  to  come  up.  The  general  commanding  directs  you  to  make  such 
preluninary  preparations  as  will  enable  you  to  move  promptly  and  effectually.  To 
this  end  the  Twelfth  Corps  ought  to  be  as  far  down  as  is  consistent  with  the  protec- 
tion of  the  exposed  points  of  the  railroad.     *    *    * 

If  Sherman  comes  in  from  Huntsville,  the  general  commanding  will  be  able  to  con- 
centrate and  move  your  entire  strength  at  once,  according  to  circumstances.  "We 
must  have  the  river,  and  that  soon."     Here  is  an  order  for  a  partial  concentrojtion  to 
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be  ready  lo  move  if  the  enemy  crosses  above  Chattanooga,  and  most  certainly  not  looking 
to  a  move  on  Lookout  Valley.  As  an  afterthought,  when  Sherman  arrives,  Rose- 
crans  can  concentrate  and  move  Hooker's  entire  strength  at  once,'  and  according  to 
circumstances.  Then  follows  what  maybe  a  jilatitude  or  an  axiom.  That  "we 
must  have  the  river,  and  that  soon."  This  is,  however,  according  to  the  record,  the 
last  order  by  Rosecrans  having  reference  to  concentration  of  Hooker's  force.  To 
this  order  I  shall  refer  in  the  analysis  of  the  report  of  General  Thomas  in  1866  to 
the  Committee  on  Conduct  of  the  War. 

On  the  18th  of  October  Rosecrans  telegraphed  to  Hooker  as  follows  (25) : 

It  will  be  necessary  to  make  extraordinary  efforts  to  get  the  road  passable  from 
Bridgeport  to  Jasper  [on  the  long  route] .  *  *  *  It  will  require  almost  superhmnan 
efforts  to  sustain  us  here.  That  steamboat  must  be  got  ready  so  that  we  can  freight 
to  Shellmound,  and  thus  shorten  wagon  transportation.  This  will  require  us  to  hold 
both  sides  of  the  river  and  fortify,  but  make  our  depot  on  this  side.  I  must  confide 
the  pushing  up  of  repairs  to  the  wagon  roads  *  *  *  to  your  care,  as  *  *  *  the 
active  authority  and  intervention  of  officers  of  high  rank  are  absolutely  necessary  to 
the  preservation  of  our  army. 

This  dispatch  has  reference,  first,  to  the  repair  of  the  wagon  roads  on  the  long  route; 
second,  to  holding  the  river  as  far  up  as  Shellmound  and  no  farther,  for  otherwise  no 
fortifications  would  be  needed  and  no  depot  required  at  Shellmound.  I  have  already 
shown  that  water  transportation  to  Shellmound  did  not  shorten  our  line  of  communi- 
cation sufficiently  to  bring  it  within  the  limits  of  our  capacity  for  supplying  the  army 
at  Chattanooga,  which  capacity  was  daily  diminishing.  There  are  no  other  inferences 
possible  from  the  above  dispatch,  and  so  up  to  the  18th  of  October  no  idea  was  devel- 
oped of  any  movement  similar  to  that  adopted  by  Thomas  on  the  24th  at  2.30  p.  m. 
At  7.30  p.  m.  of  the  18th  Rosecrans  telegraphed  to  Halleck  (26) : 

Our  pontoon  bridge  restored  [it  had  been  impassable  for  three  days] ;  boats  [for] 
a  second  underway;  roads  horrid;  forage  and  animals  failing. 

The  foregoing  dispatch  is  given  as  showing  from  the  highest  authority  that  at  that 
day  and  hour  there  was  but  one  bridge  at  Chattanooga;  that  under  the  orders  of  Rose- 
crans we  were  at  work  on  a  second,  also  for  Chattanooga,  and  that  at  that  time,  to 
his  knowledge,  no  bridge  was  l)eing  prepared  for  crossing  the  river  below  Chattanooga. 
This  fact  also  recurs  in  the  analysis  of  the  report  of  General  Thomas  before 
referred  to. 

On  the  19th  of  October,  at  6.30  \:>.  m.,  Rosecrans  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the 
order  removing  him  from  command,  saying  (27),  "Will  be  executed  immediately." 
An  hour  and  forty  minutes  later  he  telegraphed  this  reply  to  the  following  message 
of  the  18th  from  Halleck : 

*  *  *  Why  give  up  tp  the  enemy  the  passes  of  Lookout  Mountam?  By  holding 
them  can  you  not  cover  your  railroad  and  river  communications  with  Bridgeport? 
Would  it  not  be  best  to  regain  them  even  at  a  heavy  cost? 

The  terms  of  his  reply  are  as  follows  (28): 

Sherman's  movement  will  operate  favorably  and  the  cavalry  force  will  ])e  timely. 
Lookout  was  given  up  temporarily,  because  we  could  not  then  safely  hold  it.  It  was 
isolated  from  us  Ijy  distance  and  the  defile  of  Chattanooga  Creek.  We  expect  to 
retake  it  as  soon  as  we  are  prepared  to  hold  it.  That  could  only  be  done  when  the 
railroad  being  secured,  the  depots  replenished,  and  Hooker's  transportation  provided. 
Without  that  he  can  not  subsist  in  a  suitable  position. 

Rosecrans  here  states  plainly,  and  with  good  reasons,  why  Lookout  Mountain  was 
given  up.  He  goes  on  to  say  that  it  will  be  retaken  when  it  can  be  held,  and  gives 
the  conditions  under  whicli  this  can  be  done.  They  were,  however,  such  that  the 
whole  power  of  the  Government  could  not  have  fulfilled  them  before  the  army  at 
Chattanooga  had  become  a  mob  climbing  Waldens  Ridge  to  reach  food  and  safety. 
The  claim  of  the  historian  (29)  of  the  commission  is  that  Rosecrans  devised  a  gen- 
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eral  plan  for  getting  the  short  Une  without  tlie  recapture  of  Lookout,  and  that  he 
devised  the  particular  plan  carried  out  by  Thomas  on  the  27th  of  October  l)y  a 
cooperative  movement  via  Browns  Ferry.  It  has  never  been  asserted  that  Rosecrans 
visited  and  selected  the  place  for  the  crossing  at  Browns  Ferry  before  the  19th  of 
October.  "What,  then,  was  the  purpose  of  the  orders  of  October  1-4  and  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  12th?  Could  it  be  possible  that  any  of  those  orders  could  open  the  river 
to  Chattanooga,  as  General  Kosecrans  averred  was  the  intention  on  the  12th  in  the 
dispatch  to  Hooker?  Now,  when  Rosecrans  wrote  the  dispatch  at  8  p.  m.  on  the  19th, 
if  he  had  in  his  mind  the  plan  for  reopening  the  river  by  a  cooperative  movement  at 
Browns  Ferry,  would  he  not  have  stated  to  Halleck,  to  make  his  own  record  clear, 
a  movement  would  have  been  begun  to-morrow  to  secure  the  short  lines  without  the 
capture  of  Lookout,  or  exjjressed  some  idea  similar  to  that?  Rosecrans,  in  his  testi- 
mony in  1865  (30),  two  years  after  the  event,  states: 

On  the  19th  of  October  I  examined  the  river  and  selected  a  point  for  the  crossing 
of  the  bridge  at  ferry  to  connect  Hooker's  with  the  forces  at  Chattanooga. 

Ferry  is  a  little  indeterminate,  for  he  had  said  before  that  on  the  4tli  of  October  he 
had  told  Generals  Thomas  and  Garfield  that  "as  soon  as  I  could  possibly  get  the 
bridge  materials  for  that  purpose  I  would  take  possession  of  Lookout  Valley  oppo- 
site the  passage  over  the  extremity  of  the  mountain"  (where  a  ferry  existed)  "and 
fortify  it,  thus  completely  covering  the  road  to  Bridgeport  on  the  south  side,  as  well 
as  the  river."  That  description  applies  to  the  hill  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek 
on  its  left  bank,  and  to  no  other  spot  in  that  ridnity. 

General  Rosecrans's  testimony,  therefore,  comes  in  conilict  with  General  Duffield's 
belief  that  Rosecrans  was  too  capable  an  engineer  to  have  selected  the  mouth  of 
Lookout  Creek  as  the  place  for  crossing. 

To  this  testimony  General  DufReld  objects,  because  he  says  the  l)ridge  was  not 
necessarily  to  be  laid  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek.  That  is  i^ossible,  but  Mr. 
Dana  says  on  the  26th  of  September  and  on  the  4th  of  October  that  the  bridge  was 
to  be  laid  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek.  To  Mr.  Dana's  testimony  the  historian 
oljjects,  because  "  he  does  not  give  his  authority."  Mr.  Dana  generally  gives  the 
authority  for  his  statements  as  to  operations,  and  it  is  highly  improbable  that  he 
would  have  sent  to  the  Secretary  doubtful  information.  Sloreover,  who  but  ( Jeneral 
Rosecrans  could  have  given  this  information?  Not  the  Engineer  Department,  surely, 
for  at  that  date  they  had  not  enough  boats  for  the  first  Chattanooga  bridge. 

The  historian  finds  ample  proof  that  Rosecrans  on  the  "19th  of  October  visited  the 
place  where  the  bridge  was  laid,  and  selected  that  as  the  crossing  place."  Then,  on 
his  return,  he  found  the  order  removing  him,  and  later  in  the  evening  sent  to 
Halleck  the  dispatch  quoted  on  page  9,  which  contains  no  hint  of  Browns  Ferry  or 
of  any  movement  independent  of  the  capture  of  Lookout  IMountain. 

I  may  say  here,  as  apropos  of  much  of  the  discussion  of  the  subject  of  the  mis- 
taken name  for  the  ferry  above  Williams  Island,  that  it  was  altogether  longer  than 
it  merited.  Mr.  John  C.  Ropes  sent  me  the  information,  and  thought  that  perhaps 
when  General  Rosecrans  gave  his  testimony  he  still  went  by  the  map  of  "Chatta- 
nooga and  the  vicinity,"  which  would  have  made  his  testimony  agree  with  the 
geography. 

General  Duffield,  ciuoting  Mr.  Dana's  dispatch  of  the  16th  of  October,  says:  "  Wil- 
liams Island  was  but  a  short  distance  from  Browns  Ferry."  That  is  the  truth,  but, 
as  explained  above,  if  the  river  was  controlled  to  Williams  Island,  the  roads  to  it 
east  of  Raccoon  Mountain  would  not  necessarily  be  in  our  possession,  and  a  bridge 
at  Browns  Ferry  might  not  be  j^ossible  or  profitable. 

Mr.  Dana  is  properly  quoted  as  saying,  on  the  16th,  that  Rosecrans  says: 

The  possession  of  the  river  as  far  up  [down]  as  the  head  of  Williams  Island  at 
least   is  a  f^ine  qua  non  to  the  holding  of  Chattanooga.      *     *     *     The  wagons 
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[Hooker's]  must  have  all  arrived  ]jy  that  time  [Wednesday],  and  if  the  enemy  does 
Hdt  interfere  sooner,  the  movement  upon  Raccoon  Mountain  and  Lookout  Valley 
may  then  be  attempted. 

The  opinion  of  the  historian  on  this  dispatch  is  that  "obviously  no  movement 
upon  Raccoon  Mountain  by  crossing  the  river  at  Moccasin  Point  is  here  contem- 
plated." I  agree  entirely  with  the  military  opinion  thus  expressed.  The  remain- 
ing part  of  the  sentence,  "but  a  movement  from  the  neighborhood  of  Williams 
Island,"  I  do  not  think  is  correct,  taking  facts  into  consideration,  and  they  have 
been  lately  under  the  eye  of  the  historian.  The  facts  against  that  last  statement  are 
that  under  the  orders  of  October  10  all  engineer  big  op  rat  ions  were  under  my  professional 
control.  I  had  received  no  orders  to  make  a  bridge  to  cross  the  river  below  Chat- 
tanooga, nor  to  begin  any  of  the  engineer  operations  necessary  to  the  laying  of  such 
a  bridge,  and  as  late  as  the  18th  of  October  Rosecrans  states  that  a  second  bridge  is 
tinder  way  for  Chattanooga,  and  therefore  no  boats  could  be  building  for  a  bridge 
near  \yilliams  Island.  From  a  close  analysis  of  the  dispatches  and  orders  in  the 
record,  it  follows  that  the  order  for  movement  on  the  1st  of  October — the  explana- 
tion of  that  movement  on  the  4th  of  October — the  suggestion  on  the  12th,  of  sending 
a  division  to  Shellmound  with  ten  days'  rations  on  the  person,  had  they  been  carried 
out,  would  have  meant,  beyond  question,  only  an  operation  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river,  unsupported  )iy  any  cooperative  movement  by  the  troops  at  Chattanooga.  If 
so  large  a  force  as  Hooker's  had  been  sent  toward  Lookout  Valley,  the  movement 
would  have  caused  a  close  watch  to  be  kept  on  the  river.  This  would  have  destroyed 
all  hope  of  seizing  the  hills  at  Browns  Ferry,  which  was  the  vital  essence  of  the  plan 
carried  out  by  Thomas.  Therefore,  as  no  boats  were  building  for  a  l)ridge  to  cross 
at  "Williams  Island,  a  move  by  Rosecrans  simply  on  Lookout  Valley,  before  a  ])ridge 
was  built,  was  something  more  than  hazardous.  I  do  not  see  why  the  historian 
omitted  to  call  attention  to  the  dispatch  of  October  18,  Avith  reference  to  fortifying 
both  sides  of  the  river  at  Shellmound,  to  establish  a  dejDot  there.  That  seems  to 
have  a  very  important  bearing  upon  the  intentions  of  General  Rosecrans  as  late  as 
the  18th.  Now,  during  the  time  from  the  1-lth  on,  every  effort  had  been  directed  to 
constructing  a  railroad  to  Jasper  and  to  the  repair  of  the  routes  from  Jasper  to  Chat- 
tanooga. To  this  the  advice  and  orders  of  Meigs  and  Garfield  have  been  added  in 
the  same  direction,  and  one  is  left  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  various  analyses  by 
Mr.  Dana  of  the  character  of  the  commanding  general  have  been  wonderfully 
accurate. 

I  naust  intrude  one  dispatch  later  than  the  19th  of  October.  It  is  from  Mr.  Dana, 
and  of  the  24th,  10  a.  m.  (31): 

Grant  arrived  last  night,  wet,  dirty,  and  well.  He  is  just  going  to  reconnoiter  an 
important  position  which  General  Smith  has  discovered  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout 
Valley,  and  whii'h  will  1)e  occupied  from  here.  *  *  *  This  movement  will  prob- 
ably take  place  within  three  days. 

The  historian  quotes  this  dispatch  to  show  that  the  movement  was  against  Lookout 
Valley,  but  he  is  silent  in  regard  to  Mr.  Dana's  statement  that  "General  Smith  has 
discovered"  the  position.  The  historian  must  feel  very  sure  of  his  case  if  he  can 
accept  as  testimony  the  end  of  a  dispatch,  while  he  rejects  the  beginning  of  the  saiBe 
document.  It  maj'  be  that  ]Mr.  Dana  here  becomes  an  authority  on  the  place  that  is 
to  be  occupied,  when  that  place  is  Lookout  Valley.  This  is  on  page  14  of  his  report 
[149],  yet  no  farther  back  than  page  13  IVIr.  Dana  is  qtioted,  when  the  place  in  ques- 
tion is  Lookout  Creek,  and  we  are  told  that  his  statements  are  not  conclusive.  [149]. 
Says  the  historian:  "He  does  not  state  his  authority  for  the  location  of  the  bridge. 
It  is  obvious  that  in  sttch  an  intended  movement  the  place  of  crossing  wotild  be  kept 
as  secret  as  possible."  Why  not  apply  that  to  page  14?  Dana  had  twice  before,  on 
September  26  and  on  October  4,  reported  that  Rosecrans  was  going  to  lay  a  bridge  at 
the  mouth  of  Lookotit  Creek,    "so  that  he  could  operate  in  that  valley  without 
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crossing  the  mountain."     Rosecrans  had  tlierefore  discussed  the  matter  of  bridges 
to  cross  into  Lookout  Valley  with  Dana. 

Dana's  dispatch  of  the  16th,  4  p.  m.,  which  was  a  "full  conversation,"  is  silent  on 
the  subject  of  a  cooperative  movement  ])y  a  bridge,  and  tliis  would  hardly  be  left 
out,  as  Mr.  Dana's  reports  were  necessarily  full.  The  adopted  plan  had  been  laid  in 
detail  before  General  Thomas  on  the  20th  of  October,  and  neither  General  Thomas 
nor  his  chief  of  staff,  General  Reynolds,  would  have  called  Browns  Ferry  a  dis- 
covery of  mine  had  Rosecrans  ever  spoken  of  that  to  either  of  them  as  a  crossing 
place.  Dana's  information  of  that  kind  always  came  from  headquarters,  as  he  had 
the  right  to  demand  it. 

Summary. 

summary  of  evidence  as  furnished  by  the  record,  showing  plans  for  improv- 
ing the  long  route  or  shortening  the  line  of  supplies  from  bridgeport  to 

chattanooga. 

September  27,  1863. — Meigs  states  to  Stanton  that  Rosecrans  expects  to  recover  com- 
mand of  the  river  to  Bridgeport  when  reenforcements  arrive. 

Orders  were  given  to  forward  the  P^leventh  and  Twelftli  Corps  to  Stevenson  and 
Bridgeport  v/ithout  stopping  at  Nashville.  That  would  have  been  a  concentration  of 
Hooker's  command,  but  Wheeler's  raid  began  September  30  ami  broke  up  that  plan, 
as  the  troops  were  required  on  the  railroad'for  its  protection. 

September  30. — Hodges  is  told  that  these  troops  are  to  operate  in  Lookout  Valley 
unless  called  northward. 

October  1. — Hooker  is  directed  to  jnit  down  a  pontoon  liridge  at  Bridgeport  and  be 
ready  to  cross  his  conunand. 

October  4- — Garfield  explains  order  of  October  L 

October  9. — Railroad  repaired  and  operating  again  from  Nashville  to  Bridgeport. 

October  2^.— Hooker  asked  to  send  a  division  to  Shellmound  with  ten  days'  rations 
on  person.  Purpose:  "To  get  possession  of  the  river  to  this  place"  (Chattanooga). 
No  boats  ordered  and  none  making  to  connect  this  division  with  the  army  at  Chat- 
tanooga. This  suggestion  was  given  to  Mr.  Dana  as  an  order  to  concentrate  and  seize 
Raccoon  Mountain. 

October  14- — Railroad  ordered  between  Bridgeport  and  Jasper. 

October  16. — Letter  from  Meigs  with  reference  to  repairs  on  long  route,  and  to  Secre- 
tary explaining  vital  necessity  of  getting  to  river  near  Chattanooga;  no  plan  sug- 
gested, and  therefore  no  idea  of  any  plan  to  be  taken  up  by  R(jsecrans.  Two  letters 
from  Garfield  to  Rosecrans  liaving  reference  to  condition  of  long  route  and  sugges- 
tions about  the  administration;  no  reference  to  possibility  of  shortening  line. 

Dana  reports  condition  of  road  and  animals;  necessity  of  retreat  within  a  fortnight 
unless  the  river  is  opened.  States  that  Hooker  has  been  ordered  to  prepare  for  this 
(meaning  order  of  October  12,  movement  to  vShellmound),  but  Rosecrans  waits  for 
Hooker's  wagons.  (Thomas  directed  movement  without  wagons.)  (See  dispatches 
of  Dana  and  Hooker  referred  to. ) 

Dana  reports  full  conversation  with  Rosecrans.  Hooker  can  be  concentrated  by 
October  21,  "and  if  the  enemy  does  not  interfere  sooner  the  movement  on  Raccoon 
Mountain  and  Lookout  Valley  may  then  be  attempted."  No  orders,  however,  to  the 
engineer  department  of  any  intended  operation,  and  no  l^oats  building  for  a  liridge 
below  Chattanooga. 

October  17. — General  Morgan  ordered  to  Harrisons  Landing  and  Howard  to  extend 
to  Anderson  from  Bridgeport. 

Hooker  ordered  to  lay  the  railroad  to  Jasper. 

Rosecrans  at  10  p.  m.  tells  Hooker  that  if  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  cross  in 
force  above  Chattanooga  he  (Hooker)  must  be  ready  to  move  promptly  and  effect- 
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ually;  therefore,  to  move  the  Twelfth  Corps  as  far  down  as  is  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  the  railroad.  As  Howard  is  already  stretched  along  the  long  route,  and  as 
nothing  is  said  about  the  Eleventh  Corps,  it  is  conclusive  that  Hooker  is  expected  to 
move  to  meet  Bragg  to  the  north  of  Chattanooga  and  not  toward  Lookout  Valley. 

As  seemingly  an  afterthought,  Rosecrans  adds  that  if  Sherman  comes  in  he  can 
then  move  Hooker's  entire  strength,  according  to  circumstances.  Possibly  that  may 
mean  toward  Lookout  Valley.  Sherman  was  at  that  date  at  or  near  Corinth,  ]Miss. 
This  is  the  last  order  for  concentration  given  by  Rosecrans  to  Hooker. 

October  IS. — Rosecrans  informs  Halleck  that  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Chattanooga  is 
restored  (it  was  broken  for  three  days)  and  that  a  second  bridge  (for  Chattanooga) 
is  under  way. 

Innes  acknowledges  receipt  of  order  to  extend  railroad  to  Jasper. 

October  19. — Rosecrans  is  removed,  acknowledges  receipt  of  order,  and  tells  Hal- 
leck when  Lookout  ^Mountain  can  be  retaken  and  the  position  of  the  army  made 
secure.  No  hint  of  any  possible  plan  for  reopening  the  short  line  by  any  plan  he  has 
in  view. 

Analysis  of  Report  of  General  G.  H.  Thomas. 

In  discussing  the  report  of  General  Thomas,  dated  March  9,  1866,  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  I  wish  to  begin  by  stating  that  no  one  ever  had  a 
more  sincere  friendship  for  General  Thomas  than  myself.  This  friendship  began 
years  before  the  war,  and  no  one  has  ever  had  more  faith  in  his  integrity  and  truth- 
fuhiess.  If  his  report,  made  nearly  three  years  afterwards,  conflict  with  the  othcial 
record  of  the  time  under  consideration,  it  will  be  understood  that  I  charge  the  con- 
tradiction to  a  memory  not  fortified  with  contemporary  documents,  and  to  the  fact 
that  the  circumstances  were  not  necessarily  known  to  General  Thomas  personally, 
nor  would  they  at  the  time  have  impressed  themselves  upon  his  memory. 

On  October  19,  11  p.  m.,  he  sends  to  Hooker  the  following  order: 

He  desires  that  you  will  use  all  possible  dispatch  in  concentrating  your  commana, 
and  preparing  to  move  in  accordance  with  the  instruction  of  General  Rosecrans, 
leaving  proper  railroad  guards. 

In  his  report  to  the  committee,  Thomas  says: 

The  instructions  referred  to  in  the  above,  were  to  concentrate  as  much  of  his  com- 
mand at  Bridgeport  as  he  could  safely  spare  from  guarding  the  railroad  l)etween 
that  point  and  Nashville,  and  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  move  at  any  moment 
toward  Chattanooga  for  the  purpose  of  opening  connnunicati(,)ns  with  that  place  by 
river  and  by  rail.  Before  he  was  relieved  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
Cuml>erland,  (ieneral  Rosecrans  and  his  chief  engineer.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith, 
had  consulted  together  as  to  means  of  relieving  the  army  at  Chattanooga  from  the 
perilous  condition  it  was  in,  owing  to  the  great  difficulty  of  obtaining  supjilies,  and 
had  partially  planned  the  movement  which  was  left  to  me  to  be  completed  when  I 
assumed  command,  namely,  to  open  a  short  route  of  supplies  from  Bridgeport. 

And  later  he  says: 

Preliminary  steps  had  already  been  taken  to  execute  this  vitally  important  move- 
ment before  the  command  of  the  department  devolved  upon  me.  The  bridge  which 
it  was  necessary  to  throw  across  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry  to  gain  possession  of  the 
northern  end  of  Lookout  Valley  and  open  communications  with  Bridgeport  by 
road  and  river  was  nearly  completed. 

Let  us  now  take  these  statements  of  Thomas  one  at  a  time  and  compare  them  with 
the  record  made  from  day  to  day,  and  at  the  time  of  the  events.  This  comparison 
will  develop  the  discrepancies  between  this  record  and  his  report  made  in  1866. 
Also  bear  in  mind  that  for  most  of  these  statements  he  must  have  accepted  what  he 
was  told  by  others,  as  he  had  not  been  in  a  position  to  learn  them  for  himself. 

First;  he  refers  to  his  order  to  Hooker,  and  says  that  the  latter  was  instructed  by 
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Rosecrans  to  concentrate  as  nmch  of  liis  i-oniinand  aw  he  could  sjiart!  from  guarding 
the  railroad,  and  to  hold  iiiiiiHelf  in  readiness  to  move  at  any  moment  toward 
Chattanooga. 

Rosecrans's  instructions  to  Hooker,  beginning  Octol)er  1,  are  as  follows: 

October  1. — He  directs  him  to  ])ut  down  a  bridge  an<l  to  make  inmiediate  prepara- 
tions for  crossing  at  Bridgeport. 

October  4. — Cavalry  raid  causes  i)ostponement  of  movement;  "Rosecrans  hopes 
soon  to  bring  Hooker's  troops  across  the  river." 

October  1,.'. — Inquires  if  Hooker  can  move  a  division  to  .Shellmound  and  a  ))rigade 
to  Whitesides. 

October  12. — Informs  Hooker  that  he  will  delay  order  till  Hooker's  batteries  are 
ready. 

October  17. — He  indorses  on  a  report  by  McCook,  "General  Hooker  must  rephu-e 
him  at  Battle  Creek,  Jasper,  and  Amlerson."  This  refers  to  General  Morgan's 
forces. 

October  17. — He  sends  the  following  order: 

If  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  cross  the  Tennessee  in  force  above  us,  it  will  l)e 
necessary  for  your  command  to  come  up.  The  general  commanding  directs  you  to 
make  such  preliminary  preparations  as  will  enalile  you  to  move  promptly  and 
effectually.  To  this  end  the  TwelftJi  Corp.^  ought  to  be  as  far  down  as  is  consistent 
with  the' protection  of  tlie  exposed  points  of  the  railroad.  *  *  *  If  Sherman 
comes  in  from  Huntsville,  the  general  commanding  will  be  able  to  concentrate  and 
move  your  entire  strength  at  once,  according  to  circumstances.  We  must  have  the 
river,  and  that  soon.     *     *     * 

There  is  no  order  here  to  concentrate,  as  stated  by  Thomas. 

The  suggestion  "of  concentration  on  October  12  was  never  followed  up  by  an  order. 
There  is  an  order  to  distribute  his  command  on  October  17,  and  on  the  same  date 
we  tind  an  order  to  be  ready  to  move  to  meet  a  crossing  if  made  above  Chattanooga— 
that  is,  to  throw  his  force  by  the  long  route  back  of  Chattanooga,  against  a  force 
operating  on  the  Union  left. 

Second.  This  movement  by  Hooker  was  for  the  purpose  of  opening  conununica- 
tions  with  Chattanooga  by  river  and  rail. 

The  correspondence  on  this  subject  is  as  follows: 

October  W  {quoted  heiore).—"*  *  *  The  object  is  to  get  possession  of  the  line  of 
the  river  up  to  this  place." 

October  14. — Referring  to  a  railroad  from  Bridgeport  to  Jasper  on  the  long  route, 
he  (Rosecrans)  indorses  on  a  report,  "The  road  to  be  Ijegun  at  once." 

October  16. — General  Meigs  telegraphs  Stanton  that  roads  from  Bridgeport  to  Battle 
Creek  are  in  very  bad  condition,  but  that  he  is  urging  the  importance  of  repairing 
tliem. 

October  16. — General  Meigs  to  Rosecrans:  has  made  arrangements  for  supply  <jf 
tools  and  urges  repair  of  long  route. 

October  16. — Rosecrans  complains  to  Halleck  that  the  roads  are  very  bad  and  that 
lie  has  no  railroad  to  Bridgeport. 

October  16. — Garfield  writes  twice  to  Rosecrans  regarding  repairs  to  the  long  route 
over  which  he  (Garfield)  was  then  traveling. 

October  17. — Rosecrans  orders  Hooker  to  build  a  railroad  from  Bridgeport  to  Jasper. 

October  18. — Rosecrans  telegraphs  to  Hooker  that  extraordinary  efforts  will  be 
necessary  to  put  the  road  in  order  from  Bridgeport  to  Jasper;  also  that  a  steamer 
nuist  be  got  ready  for  freighting  to  Shellmound. 

October  19. — Rosecrans  telegraphs  to  Halleck  that  Lookout  Mountain  could  not  be 
held  until  the  railroad  was  secured. 

There  is  no  very  clear  idea  to  be  obtained  from  the  above,  but  this  nuicdi  is  evident, 
that  all  efforts  were  being  made  to  improve  the  long  route.  In  the  very  first  one 
the  river  is  spoken  of  as  a  line  of   transportation,  but  without  further  explanation. 
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and  when  such  a  river  route  is  more  fully  exjilained  on  the  18th,  it  in  only  to  be 
used  as  far  as  Shellmound.  Can  any  of  these  routes  be  called  a  ' '  river  and  rail ' '  route 
in  the  sense  that  applies  to  the  line  opened  under  Thomas? 

Third.  "General  Rosecrans  and  his  chief  engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  AV.  F.  Smith,  had 
consulted  together  as  to  the  means  of  relieving  the  army,  *  *  *  and  had  par- 
tiallv  planned  the  movement  *  *  *  to  open  a  short  route  of  supplies  from 
Bridgeport. ' ' 

In  making  this  statement  General  Thomas  could  not  have  had  personal  knowl- 
edge of  such  an  occurrence,  and  must  have  taken  the  story  from  Irearsay.  A  day  or 
so  after  arriving  at  Chattanooga  I  gave  an  opinion  to  General  Rosecrans  about  his  line 
-of  communications  and  was  so  abruptly  challenged,  as  to  the  value  of  my  opinion, 
that  from  that  time  until  the  18th  of  October  not  a  single  word  ever  passed  between 
us  as  to  any  "means  of  relieving  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies,"  nor  was  there 
any  partial  plan  made  or  discussed  by  us  for  any  such  purpose.  On  the  18th  of 
October  I  said  to  General  Rosecrans  that  I  was  going  the  next  day  to  make  recon- 
noissance  for  a  specific  ])urpose.  I  went;  ma<le  it  alone;  did  not  find  what  I  had 
hoped  for;  returned  to  headquarters  to  find  Rosecrans  relieved  from  command; 
had  no  conversation  with  him  about  my  day's  work,  and  never  saw  him  afterwards. 
The  detailed  account  of  this  reconnoissance  I  will  give  as  a  supplement.  1  wish  here 
to  show  only  what  is  proved  from  the  record,  and  the  above  remarks  are  only  to 
show  wherein  General  Thomas  was  led  astray  by  incorrect  statements  of  others. 

Fourth:  "Preliminary  steps  had  already  been  taken  to  execute  this  vitally  impor- 
tant movement  [opening  the  short  route  for  supplies]  before  the  command  devolved 
upon  me.  The  bridge  which  it  was  necessary  to  throw  across  the  river  at  Browns 
Ferry  to  gain  possession  of  the  northern  end  of  Lookout  Valley  and  open  communi- 
cations with  Bridgeport  by  road  and  river  was  nearly  comjjleted." 

October  18 — 7.30  p.  m. — Rosecrans  telegraphs  Halleck:  "*  *  *  Our  pontoon 
bridge  restored.  Boats  [for]  a  second  underway."  Thus  the  completed  bridge  was 
laid  down  on  the  6th,  broken  on  the  loth,  and  restored  on  the  18th,  the  day  before 
Rosecrans  was  relieved  from  command.  And  on  the  same  day  the  boats  for  the 
second  bridge  for  Chattanooga  were  not  ready.  As  all  the  supplies  had  to  cross  the 
river  to  reach  the  army,  the  necessity  for  the  second  bridge  is  manifest.  Lumber 
was  hard  to  get,  logs  had  to  be  cut,  rafted,  and  sawed,  which,  with  unsatisfactory 
appliances,  was  very  slow  work.  Standing  in  great  need  of  the  second  bridge,  every 
effort  was  bent  upon  it,  and  no  boats  were  being  Ijuilt  for  any  other  bridge. 

Summing  up,  it  appears  that  Hooker  had  received  no  order  to  concentrate  of  the 
nature  stated  1  )y  Thomas. 

Rosecrans  had  been  working  for  a  rail  and  wagon  route  and  a  water  and  wagon 
route  before  being  relieved.    No  specific  plan  of  a  rail  and  water  route  is  in  evidence. 

Rosecrans  and  I  had  not  consulted  together  as  to  means  of  relieving  Chattanooga, 
nor  had  Ave  partially  jilanned  any  movement  whatever. 

No  preliminary  steps  had  been  taken  to  execute  this  movement,  for  no  boats  had 
been  built  except  for  the  second  bridge,  nor  had  any  been  ordered. 

The  natural  deduction  from  the  above  facts  is  that  Thomas  in  his  report  has  mMe 
statements  on  points  on  which  he  was  grossly  misinformed  or  misled. 

It  has  now  been  clearly  shown  from  the  War  Record  that  the  testimony  of  General 
Thomas,  given  above,  can  be  entirely  eliminated  from  this  question  of  Rosecrans 
devising  the  plan  carried  out  by  Thomas  on  the  27th  of  October,  1863. 

The  remainder  of  his  report  pertinent  to  the  subject  is  contained  in  the  following 
extract,  viz: 

To  Brig.  Gen.  "W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  should  be  accorded  great  praise  for  the 
ingenuity  which  conceived  and  the  ability  which  executed  the  movement  at  Browns 
Ferry. 

Can  there  be  possibly  more  than  one  meaning  to  the  words  "the  ingenuity  which 
conceived  the  movement  at  Browns  Ferry?" 
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Personal  Statement  of  Gen.  WiLLiA>r  F.  Smith  on  the  Opening  of  the  Tennessee 

River,  October  27,  1863. 

I  arrived  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  on  the  30th  of  September,  and  reported  to  Gen- 
eral Rosecrans,  in  accordance  with  my  orders  received  in  New  York  City  on  the  day 
of  tlie  news  of  tlie  battle  of  Chickamanga.  I  arrived  at  Nashville  Avithont  detention, 
and  waited  there  three  or  four  days  for  the  raid  to  be  made,  which  I  expected  would 
be  the  result  of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  Finally,  not  being  able  to  wait  longer, 
I  left  Nashville,  reaching  Bridgeport  after  twenty-four  hours'  travel.  There  learning 
that  the  journey  with  escort  and  with  the  trains  would  be  a  long  and  tedious  one,  I 
took  my  horse  and,  with  my  aid,  proceeded  over  the  mountains  by  what  was  known 
as  the  Haley  Trace  to  Chattanooga,  arriving  there  late  in  tlie  afternoon.  On  report- 
ing to  General  Rosecrans,  who  was  an  old  acquaintance  of  mine,  he  asked  me  to 
accept  his  hospitality  until  I  could  get  settled  for  myself,  which  I  did,  and  was  with 
him  three  or  four  days.  During  that  time  I  was  engaged  in  looking  about  the  army 
and  the  lines,  and  in  one  of  the  conversations  I  had  with  General  Rosecrans  I  told 
him  he  would  not  be  able  to  supply  his  army  by  the  route  over  which  the  supplies 
then  came — a  longer  route  than  I  myself  had  taken  to  get  there — and  it  would  be 
necessary  for  him  to  shorten  his  line  of  communication.  To  this  he  replied,  "Come 
with  me  to  the  commissary's  and  I  will  show  you  that  we  are  receiving  supplies  very 
much  in  excess  of  our  requirements,"  and  seemed  to  think  my  opinion  entirely 
erroneous.  On  the  night  of  the  30th  of  September  we  heard  of  the  crossing  of  the 
Tennessee  River  ])y  General  Wheeler,  of  the  Confederate  cavalry,  and  the  beginning 
of  his  famous  raid,  which  kept  the  army  very  much  excited  for  some  days.  This 
raid  was  over  and  the  railroad  again  in  use  by  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  of  October, 
but  the  loss  of  animals  and  supplies  in  the  very  large  train  destroyed  by  Wheeler  at 
once  began  to  be  felt  in  Chattanooga,  so  that  the  army  was  very  shortly  put  on  half 
or  three-quarter  rations.  To  add  to  this,  the  rains  began  at  once  and  rendered  the 
roads  almost  impassable.  Meanwhile,  I  was  made  chief  engineer  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  The  order  assigning  me  to  this  duty  was  published  on  the  3d  day  of 
October,  and  I  entered  on  my  duties  by  beginning  the  construction  of  boats  for 
1  )ridges  and  also  laying  out  the  lines  of  fortifications. 

At  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  Chattanooga  there  were  two  trestle  bridges  over  the 
river  only  available  for  the  low  water  then  existing,  and  work  was  immediately  begun 
on  boats  and  material  for  the  pontoon  bridge,  which  was  finished  and  laid  on  the 
6th  of  October,  and  was  the  only  bridge  in  use  there  up  to  and  after  the  battles  of 
November,  with  the  exception  of  the  flying  bridge  which  I  established  just  above. 
This  was  capable  of  carrying  only  one  wagon  and  its  team  at  a  time.  During  all 
this  time  the  state  of  affairs  at  Chattanooga  was  growing  daily  worse  by  reason  of  the 
loss  of  mules  from  overwork  and  starvation,  and  also  by  the  loss  of  artillery  horses 
from  the  latter  cause.  I  was  very  hard  at  work  attending  to  various  engineering 
duties  on  my  hands,  these  duties  being  principally  the  superintending  of  the  work 
on  the  fortifications.  Our  purpose  was  then  to  make  a  system  of  fortifications  which 
would  be  able  to  stand  a  siege  with  a  small  garrison  and  thus  diminish  the  number 
of  men  required  to  hold  the  position  at  Chattanooga.  During  all  this  time  no  con- 
versation ever  took  place  between  General  Rosecrans  and  myself  with-  reference  to 
obtaining  control  of  any  part  of  the  old  route  by  river  and  road  to  Bridgeport.  This 
road  was  in  length  only  about  27  miles  from  Chattanooga,  as  against  the  60  or  70 
miles  of  mountain  route  for  supplies.  I  finally  became  convinced  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  us  to  collect  provisions,  ammunition,  and  forage  sufficient  to  maintain  the 
garrison  for  the  fortifications.  In  fact  as  we  then  stood  it  was  impossil)le  for  us  to 
fall  back  over  the  mountains  and  take  with  us  anything  except  what  the  soldiers 
could  carry  on  their  persons.  In  superintending  these  fortifications  I  had  daily  to 
ride  on  the  hills  surrounding  Chattanooga,  and  from  them  I  looked  down  upon  the 
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face  of  Raccoon  Mountain.  In  studying  over  carefully  the  situation  of  the  army, 
and  trying  to  think  of  some  means  by  which  it  could  be  relieved,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  if  we  could  hold  the  passes  on  Raccoon  Mountain  and  the  northern  end  of  the 
mountain  abutting  on  the  river,  and  could  manage  to  support  that  position  on  the 
river  from  the  troops  in  and  near  the  passes,  it  would  give  us  the  control  of  the  river 
up  as  far  as  Williams  Island ;  then  by  using  the  north  side  of  that  island  or  the  adja- 
cent shore  of  the  river  we  might  have  a  depot  for  supplies  practically  sheltered  from 
any  artillery  fire  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  it,  or  from  any  infantry  attack 
that  could  be  made  against  it.  Thinking  that  this  idea  might  turn  out  to  be  of  value, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  of  October  I  went  to  General  Rosecrans  and  told  him 
that  I  proposed  to  go  down  the  river  on  a  reconnoissance  the  next  day  to  see  if  we 
could  not  make  some  lodgment  on  Raccoon  Mountain  that  would  give  us  the  river 
up  to  that  point.  General  Rosecrans  said:  "That  is  a  very  good  idea,  and  I  will  go 
down  with  you." 

I  wished  to  make  the  reconnoissance  in  my  own  way,  and  knew  that  if  he  went 
with  me  I  should  go  where  he  wanted  me  to  go,  and  not  necessarily  where  I  wanted 
to  go.  So  I  said  to  the  general  that  it  would  be  a  long  day's  work,  and  I  had  to 
start  very  early  in  the  morning,  to  which  he  replied,  "Fix  your  hour  and  I  will  be 
ready."  Then  I  said,  "We  will  start  at  8  o'clock,"  which  we  did.  Besides  (jeneral 
Rosecrans  and  myself  there  were  two  or  three  of  his  staff  belonging  to  the  party  whom 
I  do  not  recollect  now.  Shortly  after  crossing  the  Tennessee  River  our  road  led  by 
the  hospital,  which  was  filled  with  the  wounded  from  Chickamauga.  General  Rose- 
crans, on  coming  up  to  the  hospital,  said,  "  I  must  go  in  and  see  the  boys  for  a  little 
while."  I  said,  "  General,  recollect  we  have  a  long  day's  work."  "I  will  not  be 
more  than  fifteen  minutes."  He  and  his  staff  went  in,  leaving  me  alone  on  the  road, 
I  having  no  desire  to  go  into  the  hospital.  I  waited  there  for  about  half  an  hour, 
when  Mr.  Dana,  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  came  along  on  his  way  over  the 
mountains  to  Bridgeport.  Mr.  Dana  was  there  to  represent  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  to  give  him  daily  the  fullest  information  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  the 
army,  its  intended  movements,  etc.  I  said  to  Mr.  Dana,  "I  am  waiting  here  for 
General  Rosecrans.  I  have  waited  for  half  an  hour,  and  as  I  am  going  down  the 
river,  I  can  not  afford  the  time,  so  I  will  leave  him  to  follow  on  if  he  chooses,  and  I 
will  go  on  with  you  as  far  as  our  paths  lie  together."  Reaching  the  point  where 
the  road  turned  up  over  the  mountain  we  separated  and  I  went  down  toward  the  river 
bank  and  he  went  toward  Bridgeport.  I  began  my  examination  near  the  lower  end 
of  Williams  Island,  studying  carefully  the  topographical  features  of  the  country,  but 
could  find  nothing  that  I  thought  would  answer  for  a  position  to  be  held  against  a 
strong  attacking  force.  I  then  aljandoned  all  idea  of  carrying  out  the  plan  which 
had  come  into  my  mind,  and  which  had  caused  this  reconnoissance,  and  started  back 
for  headquarters. 

Not  long  after  leaving  the  river  bank  I  saw  in  front  of  me  and  to  the  right  an 
artillery  battery.  As  I  knew  of  no  battery  in  that  place  I  turned  my  horse  and  went 
in  to  it,  asked  the  captain  why  the  battery  was  there,  and  he  said,  ' '  To  defend  the  cross- 
ing here  at  Browns  Ferry."  We  were  on  one  of  two  high  banks,  with  a  road  leading 
between  them  to  the  river.  On  the  opposite  side  was  a  range  of  steep  hills,  about" 
100  to  150  feet  in  height,  and  directly  opposite  our  position  was  a  gorge  between  the 
hills,  with  a  good  road  leading  down  to  the  river.  These  two  roads  constituted 
Browns  Ferry,  all  but  the  boat.  The  topographical  features  of  the  locality  attracted 
my  attention,  and  upon  further  talk  with  the  captain  I  found  that  they  had  an 
agreement  with  the  picket  on  the  other  side  that  persons  going  down  the  river  should 
not  be  fired  upon.  I  went  down  and  sat  on  the  bank  until  it  was  so  dark  that  I 
could  see  nothing.  I  examined  the  hills  opposite  as  well  as  possible  to  see  whether 
men  could  scramble  up  them  or  not,  the  gorge  Isetween  them  as  far  as  I  could  see  it, 
and,  what  was  of  much  importance,  the  distance  and  position  of  the  reserve  of  pick- 
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ets,  and  the  sui^porting  force  near  it  guarding  that  portion  of  tlie  valley.  It  seemed 
to  me  that  if  those  hills  eonld  be  taken  by  surprise  and  held  and  a  bridge  built  across, 
bringing  the  Army  of  the  Cundx^rland  to  within  less  tlian  3  miles  of  Lookout  ]\Ioun- 
tain,  our  position  there  would  prevent  Bragg' s  army  from  defending  the  passes  in 
Raccoon  Mountain,  by  being  forced  to  present  their  flank  to  us  in  their  movements. 
Then,  if  on  the  same  day  that  we  seized  these  heights,  a  force  should  leave  Bridge- 
port for  Lookoiat  Valley  we  could  be  assured  that  it  would  not  be  stopped  by  Con- 
federate forces,  and  that  on  reaching  Lookout  Valley  the  whole  army  would  be 
practically  united  to  defend  it,  and  the  short  lines  of  communication  by  road  and 
river  thus  recaptured.  I\Iy  exanunation  being  over,  owing  to  darkness,  I  started 
back  for  the  headquarters.  I  was  confident  that  this  movement  would  be  a  sucu-ess, 
I)rovided  we  could  surprise  and  capture  these  hills,  and  that  I  thought  was  more 
than  probable.  Then  came  the  (piestion  as  to  whether  General  Rosei^ans  would 
approve  of  the  plan. 

From  my  experience  with  him  I  thought  he  probably  would,  but  lluit  in  a  <lay  or 
two  he  would  get  hold  of  some  other  idea  and  lose  faith  in  this  plan.  On  arriving  at 
headquarters  I  found  that  he  had  been  relieved  from  command,  and  that  (ieneral 
Thomas  was  in  his  place,  which,  from  my  knowledge  of  General  Thomas,  seemed  to 
me  to  be  a  great  change  for  the  better.  I  have  no  recollection  of  seeing  General 
Rosecrans  that  night — at  any  rate,  for  more  than  a  very  short  conversation,  and  the 
subject  of  my  examination  of  the  day  was  not  mentioned  between  us.  The  next 
morning  I  went  in  to  report  to  General  Thomas  and  say  what  was  customary  on  such 
occasions;  that  I  desired  him  to  select  liis  chief  engineer  to  suit  himself  without  ref- 
erence to  me,  as  I  had  taken  the  place  unwillingly  at  the  outset.  General  Thomas 
replied  that  he  desired  no  change,  and  directed  me  to  put  down  a  second  bridge  at 
Chattanooga.  I  said:  "General,  I  have  sufficient  boats  for  a  bridge  here,  but  if  you 
will  listen  to  a  story  of  a  reconnoissance  I  made  yesterday  you  may  alter  your  uiind 
about  the  bridge,  at  least  for  the  present."  I  then  went  on  and  explained,  as  stated 
here,  what  I  had  found  the  day  before  and  what  I  thought  could  be  done,  and  asked 
the  general  to  think  of  it  and  let  me  know.  After  a  few  hours  he  sent  for  me  to 
say  that  he  had  ])een  consulting  witli  some  of  the  highest  officers  of  his  army,  and 
they  said  that  the  plan  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  art  of  war;  that 
I  only  wanted  notoriety  by  a  big  slaughter,  and  that  if  he  approved  of  my  plan  he 
would  lose  two  of  his  best  brigades.  To  this  I  said  I  thought  the  officers  were 
wrong  about  the  art  of  war;  that  I  knew  that  they  were  wrong  as  far  as  I  was  con- 
cerned, for  I  had  held  during  the  war  that  every  officer  who  was  guilty  through 
ignorance  or  ambition  of  needlessly  causing  the  death  of  a  soldier  was  guilty  of  mur- 
der. General  Thomas  then  approved  of  the  plan,  and  I  went  to  work  from  that 
minute  to  carry  it  out.  The  order  to  General  Hooker,  was  issued  on  the  24th,  and 
on  the  25th  I  was  ready  to  move.  The  movement,  however,  did  nottake  place  until 
the  night  of  the  26th  and  27th.  At  daylight  of  the  morning  of  the  27th  we  had  the 
coveted  hills,  the  gorge  was  well  protected  by  our  force,  and  at  10  o'clock  that  morn- 
ing the  bridge  was  completed.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  28tli  Hooker  with  his  com- 
mand marched  into  Wauhatchie.  The  valley  of  Lookout  was  held.  Hooker  was  in 
close  communication  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  we  had  control  of  the 
short  road  to  Bridgeport  and  the  river. 

In  my  report  of  this  affair,  from  a  spirit  of  courtesy,  I  said  I  made  the  reconnois- 
sance by  order  of  General  Rosecrans,  which  was  literally  true,  as  he  approved  of  it, 
as  seen  by  the  above  statement.  Some  people  asserted  that  I  was  with  Rosecrans 
the  whole  day,  and  that  the  party  followed  the  river  as  closely  as  possible  to  Browns 
Ferry.  In  my  report  I  say  that  I  began  the  examination  near  the  lower  end  of  Wil- 
liams Island  and  worked  upstream.  That  route  was  certainly  ncjt  to  find  a  crossing 
into  Lookout  Valley,  which  was  above  Williams  Island,  and  my  only  purpose  in  tak- 
ing that  route  must  have  been  to  examine  Raccoon  Mountain,  as  Williams  Island, 
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without  a  point  held  on  the  mountain,  would  have  had  no  military  value,  as  was  seen 
after  our  occupation  of  the  valley. 

Supplement  to  Personal  Statement. 

After  the  above  personal  statement  was  made  I  accidentally  found  some  extracts 
from  my  letters  from  Chattanooga  to  my  home.  These  were  made  some  years  since, 
had  been  mislaid,  and  I  thought  them  lost.  I  api^end  all  the  extracts,  though,  like 
letters  to  one's  home,  they  may  ho  a  little  egotistical.  It  was  my  habit  to  write  daily, 
and  sometimes  more  than  once  a  day,  generally  before  going  to  bed  or  early  in  the 
morning,  and  I  will  certify  that  these  extracts,  made  some  years  ago,  are  true  copies 
from  the  letters  written  from  Chattanooga  at  the  dates  given.  Owing  to  finding 
these  extracts  I  have  made  one,  and  only  one,  change  in  the  i:)ersonal  statement,  and 
that  was  in  the  date  of  arriving  at  Chattanooga,  which  I  had  there  put  as  the  28th, 
29th,  or  30th  of  September. 

[Kxtracts  from  letters  home,  written  at  Chattanooga,  1863.] 

Wednesday  nigld,  October  14- —  *  *  *  It  lias  rained  most  of  the  day  and  is  still 
raining,  and  I  think  with  horror  of  the  long  impassable  roads  between  here  and  our 
supplies.  We  are  really  in  a  very  dangerous  condition,  and  this  place  may  have  to 
be  given  up,  because  we  can  not  get  enough  to  eat  so  far  from  the  depot.  I  have 
not  dared  to  write  lest  the  letter  should  miscarry,  but  this  goes  by  General  Garfield, 
w'ho  I  trust  will  not  be  captured.     I  have  been  here  a  fortnight  to-night.     *     *     * 

Haine  date  as  above. — We  will  have  a  change  of  commanders,  and  General  Thomas 
is  to  Ije  the  man.  I  don't  know  how  he  will  do,  but  he  has  the  confidence  of  this 
army  to  a  far  greater  degree  than  Kosecrans,  and  will,  I  think,  do  far  better,  for 
Rosecrans  has  many  of  McClellan's  weaknesses,  and  some  of  them  exaggerated. 

Monday  morning,  October  19. — I  wrote  you  a  long  letter  last  night,  and  it  is  now  on 
the  road.  Mr.  Dana  goes  unexpectedly,  and  I  send  to  say  that  I  am  well,  and  the 
rain  has  gone,  and  the  sky  is  bright,  and  the  pack  mule  is  ready,  and  I  am  off  for  a 
couple  of  days.     Mr.  Dana  expects  to  go  to  Washington.     *    *    * 

Same  date,  evening. — Went  over  the  river  and  took  a  long  ride.  *  *  *  To-day 
the  order  has  come  relieving  Rosecrans  and  putting  Thomas  in  command,  so  that  I  am 
again  all  at  sea  as  to  what  will  be  my  fate,  as  he  may  not  want  me  as  chief  engineer, 
though  he  told  me  he  had  urged  Rosecrans  to  make  me  chief  of  staff.  I  am  sorry  for 
poor  Rosy,  for  he  has  worked  hard  and  done  his  best,  but  he  has  no  administrative 
talent,  and  so  we  have  been  going  to  the  bad  ever  since  I  came  here.  He  has  been 
a  good  friend  of  mine,  and  I  feel  grateful  to  him  for  it.     *    *    * 

Same  date  ( Ocfol>cr  19) . — I  shall  give  Thomas  up  if  he  does  not  get  this  river  open 
for  us  in  six  days,  for  by  that  time  we  shall  have  to  fall  back  if  we  do  not  succeed. 

Note. — This  was  evidently  written  after  my  return  from  the  reconnoissanc^e.  It 
shows  plainly  that  I  had  a  plan  all  worked  out  which  I  felt  confident  would  give  us 
the  country  south  of  the  river. 

*    *     *    This  morning  I  wrote  two  notes  and  sent  one  by  Mr.  Dana. 

Tuesday  night,  October  20. —  *  *  *  It  bids  fair  to  rain  again,  and  if  so,  our  new 
general  will  be  swamped  before  he  gets  fairly  in  command.  We  are  looking  for 
Grant,  and  I  presume  he  will  be  along  in  a  day  or  two. 

T]i(tr>i(laii  riigtif,  October  22. —  *  *  *  (jeneral  Thomas  is  going  into  his  new 
work  with  diligence  and  a  clearness  that  I  hope  augurs  well  for  the  future  of  this  army. 
*  *  *  Captain  West  came  in  to-night,  having  1  )t*en  five  days  on  the  road  from  Ste- 
venson, and  he  says  the  rf)ads  are  simply  shocking.  We  look  for  General  Grant 
to-morrow,  and  I  trust  my  friend,  Mr.  Dana,  will  come  back  with  him.     *     *    * 

Friday,  October  23. — Mr.  Dana  came  back  and  I  asked  him  to  e(jme  and  stay  with 
me.  *  *  *  he  remarked  that  General  Grant  thought  highly  of  me,  and  had  said 
that  Franklin  and  myself  were  the  ablest  officers  in  the  Army.  *  *  *  He  then 
told  me  that  General  Grant  would  take  my  opinion  alxjut  things  here  and  would  rely 
on  my  knowledge  and  my  judgment,  so  that  I  find  myself  here  with  more  influence 
than  I  ever  had  when  I  had  the  Sixtli  Corps.  Grant  is  now  here,  and  to-morrow  I 
am  looking  for  a  conversation  that  will  fix  my  status.  *  *  *  Grant  is  here  and  I 
feel  that  this  torpid  animal  of  an  army  will  wake  up  and  begin  to  move,  and  that  we 
shall  be  saved  from  ruin  and  keep  Chattanooga.  *  *  *  This  terrible  storm  is 
fixing  us  just  here,  and  in  three  or  four  days,  but  before  you  get  this,  you  will  get 
news  of  a  fight  and  I  hope  a  successful  one  to  us. 
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Saturda;/  night,  10.30,  October  £4,  1863.— To-day  I  liad  a  ride  with  General  ('.rant 
and  showed  him  something  new,  ratlier  a  l)right  i(h>a  of  mine  I  thought,  which  ':■>.  to 
be  acted  upon  in  al)out  forty-eight  hours,  and  I  was  informed  by  Orant  that  the 
order  was  being  made  out  making  me  chief  engineer  of  the  "  Division  of  the  Missis- 
sippi," and  so  I  said  to  I\Ir.  Dana,  "I  am  fartlier  off  than  ever  from  a  commaiKh" 
Mr.  Dana  said  that  he  liad  said  to  Grant  that  I  wanted  a  c(jmmand,  and  tlie  g(>iieral 
repHed  that  I  had  to  stay  witli  him  as  he  wanted  the  lienetit  of  my  knowledge. 
*  *  *  I  hoi)e  to  be  in  command  of  a  divisio*i  for  one  day  this  Aveek,  and  if  I  am 
successful  it  will  give  Grant  an  excuse  for  demanding  my  promotion.  *  *  *  our 
tilings  look  brighter  now  that  we  have  new  commanders,  and  I  trust  you  will  have 
no  more  of  the  lugubrious  from  me. 

Sunday  nig] d,  October  i^.'t. — To-morrow  night  will  be  an  anxious  niglit  for  me.  *  *  * 
Tuesday,  if  1  succeed,  I  hope  this  army  may  stand  in  a  fairer  position  than  it  does  now. 

Monday,  OctoJier  26,  3. SO  p.  m. — My  expedition  starts  to-night,  and  to-morrow  I 
may  be  fighting  all  day.  *  *  *  Ilooker  moves  to-morrow,  and  1  fear  will  get  a 
whipinng,  though  T  sincereh'  hope  not,  for  it  is  a  vital  fjuestion  to  us. 

Note. — See  Mr.  Dana's  dispatches  of  the  25th  and  27th  of  October,  vol.  54,  \)\>.  70 
and  72. 

Tuesday  night,  October  27. — I  am  nearly  dead  and  have  to  go  across  the  river  again 
to  my  troops  to-night  and  sleep  out  in  the  open  air,  and  am  here  only  to  write  to  you 
a  short  note  which  is  going  by  express  to  New  York,  and  so  you  will  get  it  before 
you  get  my  letter  of  last  night.  *  *  *  I  j)lanned  an  enterprise  and  worked  out 
the  details  and  to()k  connnand  and  carried  it  to  a  most  perfect  success,  with  4,000 
men  engaged  and  a  loss  of  killed  and  wounded  of  about  23.  *  *  *  I  passed  a 
most  anxious  night,  for  if  any  one  of  my  little  particulars  had  been  neglected  and  had 
miscarried,  instead  of  success  I  shcjuld  meet  with  disaster,  when  disaster  to  nie  was 
ruin  to  this  army.  *  *  *  Thank  God,  who  gave  us  the  suc-cess,  1  have  been  con- 
gratulated all  around  to-day  for  my  part.  This  morning  at  3  o'clock  I  was  on  the 
bank  alone  in  the  dark  waiting  to  hear  my  boats,  loaded  down  with  men,  come  to 
hie,  and  listening  to  hear  the  rel)els  open  on  them;  and  they  came  so  silently  I  did 
not  know  it  until  they  were  a1)reast  of  me,  then  an  hour  of  sharp  skirmishing  and 
the  coveted  ground  was  mine,  and  not  to  be  wrested  from  me  by  ten  times  my  num- 
bers. *  *  *  Last  night  was  foggy  and  the  fog  was  a  necessity,  and  to-night,  when 
I  don't  care,  the  full  moon  liglits  U})  the  river  as  the  sun. 

]]'(:dncfiday  niglit,  October  2,S. — To-day  Hooker  came  in  and  joined  onto  me,  and 
now  we  have  the  river  and  can  supply  our  troops,  and  will  not  have  to  leave  Chat- 
tanooga. 

It  is  a  breathing  spell  for  us  all,  and  the  men,  who  are  getting  gaunt  as  wolves  (all 
except  me) ,  look  cheerful  now,  and  will  work  hard  to  finish  up  our  roads  and  fortiti- 
cations.  *  *  *  i  t^[\\  give  you  a  long  account  (Dana's  Report,  vol.  54)  of  this  in 
a  day  or  two,  if  I  can  find  time,  and  then  you  can  add  a  page  to  my  history.  I  think 
I>ragg  will  fall  liack  now,  for  we  learn  he  has  hard  work  to  keep  himself  alive  where 
he  is,  and  now  that  Hooker  lias  joined  us  we  can  sua])  our  fingers  at  him. 

P.  S. — In  the  morning:  Hooker  was  attacked  last  night,  and  I  was  up  all  night. 

tSuturday  night,  October  31. — On  the  19th  of  Octolier  I  was  scouting  along  the  river 
bank  3  or  4  miles  below  here,  and  I  came  to  a  place  that  attracted  my  attention. 
On  the  other  side  of  the  river  was  a  sharp  ridge  of  hills  a  mile  and  a  half  long,  the 
base  of  which  Mas  washed  by  the  river.  Between  this  ridge  and  a  high,  rugged 
mountain  was  a  narrow  valley,  which  was  a  strong  placi;  for  us  and  would  give  us  a 
good  share  of  the  river  if  we  owned  it,  and  would  also  give  us  an  opportunity  of  aid- 
ing Hooker  on  his  march  to  seize  the  rest  of  the  river  should  he  meet  with  any 
lieavy  force.  Its  immense  importance  struck  nie,  and  I  found  a  <lee])  gorge  in  the 
hills,  through  which  ran  a  road  for  an  old  ferry.  I  sat  down  on  tlie  liank  t>f  the 
river  for  two  hours,  within  a  thousand  feet  of  a  rebel  picket,  who  thought  me  some 
soldier  not  on  duty,  and  as  I  sat  there  I  conceived  a  plan  for  the  capture  of  that  hill, 
which,  if  taken,  would  make  Hooker's  work  easy  and  give  our  soldiers  and  animals 
sometiiing  to  eat  and  save  Chattanooga  to  us.  That  ilay  General  Thomas  took  com- 
mand, and  I  projiosed  it  to  him  and  asked  him  togo  and  look  at  the  place  and  see  for 
himself.  (Jencnil  <  irant  came  then,  and  the  day  after  he  came  I  took  the  two  down 
and  showed  them  the  promised  land.  They  were  lioth  impressed  with  the  great 
value  of  it,  and  I  was  allowed  to  arrange  the  details  myself.  Mr.  Dana  suggested 
that  I  be  allowed  to  command  the  expedition,  and  that  was  done.  *  *  *  Then 
two  hours'  work  with  the  axes  and  we  could  not  be  driven  out.  The  thing  was  done, 
and  I  thanked  God  who  had  given  us  so  signal  a  success  when  the  risks  were  so 
great  and  where  the  stake  was  so  immense.  *  *  *  The  next  day  Hooker  came 
into  the  valley  which  we  already  occupied,  liut  posted  his  troojjs  so  carelessly  that 
he  was  nearly  overwhelmed   and  all  our  gains  nearly  lost  by  gross  carelessness. 
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*  *  *  Now  we  haul  provisions  9  miles  in  place  of  65.  *  *  *  I  thnik  General 
Grant  and  General  Thomas  are  going  to  ask  for  my  promotion,  *  *  *  l)nt  then 
I  want  to  get  back  my  old  date  or  else  the  pill  will  be  as  bitter  as  ever.     *     *     * 

P.  S. — I  got  my  new  aqua  scutum  and  my  only  coat  cut  on  the  shoulder,  but  it 
went  no  deeper. 

Note. — I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  two  hours  which  I  stated  I  passed  in  the 
examination.  In  my  personal  statement  I  was  careful  not  to  overestimate  the  time. 
The  extract  must  be  correct.  Roseci%ns  is  said  to  have  been  at  Browns  Ferry  and 
to  have  returned  just  before  dark.  He  was  not  there  during  my  visit,  nor  did  the 
captain  of  the  battery  mention  his  visit.  Had  he  been  there  and  gone  he  wouLl 
have  arrived  at  headquarters  much  before  dark,  for  it  was  a  short  3  miles.  He 
would  not  have  gone  by  the  river  between  Moccasin  Point  and  Browns  Ferry,  as 
the  road  was  all  under  fire  of  the  picket  of  the  enemy. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  F.  Smith. 
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GENERAL  SMITH'S  FIRST  ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  HIS  CLAIM. 

The  Relief  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  the  Reopenini;  of  the  Short 
Line  of  Communication  between  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  in 
October,  1863. 

[\Vm.  Fiirrar  Smith,  brevet  luajor-geniTal,  V.  S.  Army.     WihiiiuKton,  Del.,  1891.] 


I  have  been  asked  by  friends  to  put  in  print  an  acconnt  of  the  rehef  of  the  starvinfi; 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  at  Chattanooga,  })y  the  reopening  of  the  short  Hne  of  coin- 
munication  -with  Bridgeport,  in  Alabama,  in  October,  1863.  The  movement  wliich 
effected  this  -was  the  seizure  of  the  hills  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  River 
and  the  gorge  between  them,  where  there  had  been  a  ferry  called  Browns  Ferry. 
This  capture  and  occupation  gave  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  interior  lines  in  its 
connection  with  Lookout  Valley,  and  thus  prevented  the  occupation  by  the  enemy 
of  the  passes  in  Raccoon  Mountain  on  the  short  road  between  Chattanooga  and 
Bridgeport,  or,  being  occupied,  allowed  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  to  attack  the 
passes  in  the  rear  and  also  to  attack  any  reenforcing  column  in  the  flank.  A  glance 
at  the  map  will  show  the  peculiar  advantages  of  the  position  at  Browns  Ferrj^,  and 
the  history  of  the  entire  movement  shows  that,  the  Browns  Ferry  hills  being  occHi- 
pied,  Hooker's  column  marched  into  Lookout  Valley  with  hardly  a  shot  tired,  and 
the  short  line  to  Bridgeport  was  held  and  covered. 

Wm.  Farrak  Smith, 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.,  U.  S.  Army, 
Late  Chief  Engineer,  Armi/  of  the  Cumherhvud. 

errors    and    omissions    for    pamphlet    on    relief    of   the    army  of    the    CUMBERLAND. 

[Note:  The  errors  and  omissions  set  forth  have  been  corrected  in  this  reprint.] 


THE  relief  of  THE  ARMY  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND  AND  THE  REOPENING  OF  THE  SHORT 
LINE  OF  COMMUNICATION  BETWEEN  CHATTANOOGA,  TENN.,  AND  BRIDGEPORT,  ALA., 
IN   OCTOBER,   1863. 

The  situation  on  the  24th  of  September,  1863,  was  as  follows,  viz:  On  that  day 
Lookout  Mountain  was  given  up  by  the  Federal  forces  and  occupied  ])y  those  of 
Bragg.  This  involved  the  loss  of  Lookout  Valley  and  the  short  line  of  communica- 
tion with  Bridgeport,  the  terminus  of  railroad  transi)ortation  and  tlie  depot  of  sup- 
plies for  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  forcing  a  haul  of  from  50  to  70  miles  over  bad 
mountain  roads  and  through  alluvial  valleys.  We  find  from  the  reports  of  Bragg 
and  Longstreet  tliat  after  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  Longstreet  recommended  a 
movement  to  the  north  of  Chattanooga,  with  the  alternative  of  a  march  on  Nashville 
or  Knoxville  as  circumstances  might  determine: 

The  suggestion  of  a  movement  by  our  right  immediately  after  the  battle  to  the 
north  of  the  Tennessee  and  thence  upon  Nashville  requires  notice  only  because  it 
will  find  a  i)lace  on  the  files  of  the  Department.  Such  a  movement  was  utterly 
impossible  for  want  of  transportation.  Nearly  half  our  army  consisted  of  reenforce- 
ments  just  l)efore  the  battle  withouf  a  wagon  or  an  artillery  horse,  and  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  a  third  of  the  artillery  horses  on  the  field  had  In-en  lost.  The  railroad  l)ri(iges, 
too,  had  been  destroyed  to  a  point  south  of  Ringgold,  and  on  all  the  loads  from 
Cleveland  to  Knoxville.  To  these  insnrmounta))le  difiiculties  were  added  the  entire 
absence  of  means  to  cross  the  river  excejit  by  fording  at  a  few  jirecarious  ])oints  too 
deep  for  artillery,  and  the  well-known  danger  of  sudden  rises,  by  which  all  com- 
munication would  be  cut,  a  contingency  which  did  actually  happen  a  few  days  after 
the  visionary  scheme  was  proposed.     But  the  most  serious  objection  to  the  ])roi)osi- 
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tion  was  its  entire  want  of  military  propriety.  It  abandoned  to  the  enemy  our  entire 
line  of  communication  and  laid  open  to  him  our  depots  of  .supplies,  while  it  placed 
us  with  a  greatly  inferior  force  beyond  a  difiicult  and  at  times  impassable  river  in  a 
country  affording  no  subsistence  to  men  or  animals.  It  also  left  open  to  the  enemy, 
at  a  distance  of  only  10  miles,  our  battlefield  with  thousands  of  ourwounded  and  his 
own,  and  all  the  trophies  and  supplies  we  had  won.  All  this  was  to  be  riske<l  and 
given  up  for  what?  To  gain  the  enemy's  rear  and  cut  him  off  from  his  depot  of  suj)- 
plies  by  the  route  over  the  mountains,  when  the  very  movement  abandoned  to  his 
unmolested  use  the  Ijettcr  and  more  practicable  route,  of  half  the  length,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  proposition  was  not 
even  entertained,  whatever  may  have  been  the  inferences  drawn  from  subsequent 
movements. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Braxton  Bragg,  General. 

On  this  question  Bragg  had  other  and  very  sound  views,  as  appears  from  the  fol- 
lowing extract  in  the  same  report: 

*  *  *  As  soon  as  it  was  seen  that  we  could  be  subsisted  the  army  was  moved 
forward  to  seize  and  hold  the  only  communication  the  enemy  had  with  his  supplies 
in  the  rear.  His  mod  important  road  and  the  shortest  by  half  to  his  depot  at  Bridgeport 
lay  along  the  south  bank  of  the  Tennessee.^  The  holding  of  this  all-important  route  was 
confided  to  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet's  command,  and  its  possession  forced  the 
enemy  to  a  road  double  the  length,  over  tiro  ranges  of  monntains,  byrvagon  transportation. 
At  the  same  time  our  cavalry,  in  large  force,  was  thrown  across  the  river  to  operate 
on  this  long  and  difficult  route.  These  dispositions,  faithfully  sustained,  insured  the 
C)icm]/'s  spiedy  evacuation  oj  Chattanooga  for  want  of  food  and  forage.  Possessed  of  the 
shortest  route  to  his  depot,  and  the  one  by  which  reenforcements  must  reach  him, 
tee  held  him  cd  our  mercy  and  his  destruction  was  only  a  cpxestion  of  time. 

Holding  those  views  and  acting  upon  that  ])lan,  it  was  evidently  Bragg*s  para- 
mount duty  to  take  all  measures  to  see  that  such  a  vital  advantage  was  not  wrested 
from  him. 

THE   SITUATION   ON   THE   24tH    OF   OCTOBER. 

The  plan  seemingly  worked  well  and  was  near  its  fulfillment  in  just  one  month, 
for  Grant  arrived  on  the  scene  October  23,  and  describes  in  his  Memoirs  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  on  the  24th  of  October: 

This  country  afforded  but  little  food  for  his  (Rosecrans's)  animals,  nearly  10,000 
of  which  had  already  starved,  and  not  enough  were  left  to  draw  a  single  piece  of 
artillery  or  even  the  ambulances  to  convey  the  sick.  The  men  had  been  on  half 
rations  of  hard  bread  for  a  considerable  time,  with  but  few  other  supplies  except  beef 
driven  from  Nashville  across  the  country.  The  region  along  the  road  became  so 
exhausted  of  food  for  cattle  that  by  the  time  they  reached  Cliattanooga  they  were 
much  in  the  condition  of  the  few  animals  left  alive  there — "on  the  lift."  Indeed, 
the  beef  was  so  poor  that  the  soldiers  were  in  the  hal)it  of  saying,  with  faint  face- 
tiousness,  that  they  were  living  on  half  rations  of  hard  bread  and  beef  dried  on  the 
hoof.     [Italics — Grant's.] 

No  language  could  more  strongly  or  faithfully  depict  the  condition  of  the  army  at 
that  time,  and  General  Grant  is  positive  in  his  assertion  as  to  the  effect  of  a  retreat. 
Therefore,  under  the  then  existing  conditions,  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  could 
not  remain  where  it  was  and  a  retreat  was  destructive  to  it. 

HOW    TO    CHANGE    THIS    STATE    OF    AFFAIRS. 

The  only  possible  way  to  do  that  was  to  reopen  the  short  line  of  communication 
with  Bridgeport  or  tight  a  general  battle  and  defeat  Bragg,  to  do  which,  as  is  seen  by 
Grant's  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  army  and  its  artillery  horses,  was  to  be 
considered  as  impossible. 

'  Italics  throughout  are  by  General  Smith. 
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HOW    TO    HECAI'TITKE    THE    SIIOKT    LINK    OF    COMMUNICATION. 

The  routes  from  the  Cliattanooga  Valley  into  that  of  Lookout  were,  first,  by  the 
nose  of  Lookout  ^lountain,  overlooking  the  Teunessee  River;  second,  by  a  road  up 
Lookout  Mountain,  starting  from  near  the  northern  extremity,  thence  along  the 
mountain  about  10  miles  to  Johnsons  Crook,  and  so  to  Trenton,  in  Lookout  Valley; 
third,  11] I  Chattanooga  Valley  along  the  eastern  slope  of  Lookout  to  Coopers  Gap, 
and  so  over  the  mountain  to  Trenton.  The  battery  at  the  extremity  of  IMoccasin 
Point,  across  tiie  Tennessee  from  Lookout  Mountain,  entirely  swept  the  first  road,  so 
that  it  could  not  be  used  during  the  day,  and  therefore  it  was  a  difficult  matter  for 
the  Confederates  to  reenforce  troops  in  Lookout  Valley.  Its  mouth  was  hardly  more 
than  20-  miles  from  Chattanooga,  and  if  we  could  secure  a  position  there  we  could 
i-eenforce  our  troops  in  less  than  an  hour.  Longstreet  says  in  his  report:  "The 
enemy's  position  was  such  that  he  could  reenforce  from  any  point  of  his  lines  in  half 
an  hour,  while  I  could  only  reenforce  from  my  nearest  point  in  about  three  hourx.  He 
would  have  the  benefit  of  his  artillery,  and  we  could  not  cross  the  mountain  with 
ours."  We  would  thus  have  interior  lines  with  the  disparity  in  distance  increasing 
as  we  went  toward  the  northern  flanks  of  the  two  armies.  The  vital  advantage,  how- 
ever, of  holding  a  point  in  Lookout  Valley  was  that  a  force  marching  across  it  to  hold 
or  defend  the  passes  in  Raccoon  Mountain  would  expose  its  flanks  to  an  attack  from 
our  army,  and  a  hostile  force  in  those  passes  could  be  attacked  from  the  rear  by  our 
troops.  If,  then,  such  a  point  in  Lookout  Valley  could  be  secured  and  held,  it  made 
the  march  of  a  reenforcing  column  from  Bridgeport  a  very  simple  military  question, 
and  such  a  column  once  in  Lookout  Valley  covered  the  line  to  Bridgeport  and  would 
be  in  close  contact  with  the  other  troops  of  the  army.  To  have  moved  a  force  from 
Bridgeport  without  such  a  foothold  in  Lookout  Valley  would  liave  been  to  expose 
that  force  to  an  attack  without  any  prospect  of  assistance  from  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, no  troops  from  which  could  have  hoped  to  gain  a  footing  with  the  enemy  in 
force  in  Lookout  Valley.  The  whole  enterprise  seemed  to  turn  upon  the  opportunity 
to  gain  possession  there  by  a  surprise.  Browns  Ferry  was  admiraljly  adapted  for  the 
work  of  effecting  a  lodgment.  The  road  through  the  gorge  connected  with  all  the 
roads  in  the  valley,  and  it  was  sufficiently  far  from  the  batteries  on  Lookout  ^Nloun- 
tain  to  make  a  bridge  safe  from  anything  but  chance  shots. 

The  hills  on  the  south  side  of  'the  river  at  Browns  Ferry  were  caj^tured  on  the 
morning  of  the  27th  of  October,  just  before  daylight.  The  bridge  connecting  our  new 
possession  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumlierland  was  completed  before  noon  of  that  day. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  28th  the  troops  of  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps  marched 
into  the  valley  and  connected  at  Browns  Ferry,  having  met  only  skirmishers,  and 
the  short  line  to  Bridgeport  was  recaptured  at  a  trifling  cost  of  life  and  secured  to 
us,  except  from  the  chances  of  a  general  engagement,  in  which  our  interior  lines  gave 
us  great  advantages.     On  this  point  I  quote  from  the  report  of  General  Longstreet: 

About  October  31  Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  Major-General  Breckinridge,  and 
myself  were  ordered  to  examine  this  position  with  a  view  to  a  general  battle.  It  was 
decided  that  an  attack  was  impracticable;  that  the  only  route  by  which  our  troops 
could  reach  the  field  was  a  difficult  mountain  road  only  practicable  for  infantry  and 
entirely  exposed  to  the  enemy's  batteries  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  His  positions 
were  connected  l>y  a  short  and  easy  route,  while  ours  would  have  been  separated  by 
a  mountain,  impassable  to  artillery  except  by  a  detour  of  some  50  miles,  and  hardly 
practicable  for  infantry.  Our  position  was  so  faulty  that  we  could  not  accomplish 
that  which  was  hoped  for.  We  were  trying  to  starve  the  enemy  out  by  investing 
him  on  the  only  side  from  which  he  could  not  have  gathered  supplies. 

On  the  subject  of  the  last  sentence,  Bragg  says: 

The  disastrous  loss  of  these  advantages  and  our  subsequent  operations  in  conse- 
quence must  be  the  subject  of  a  future  communication.  (See  Bragg's  rej)ort  (juoted 
above. ) 
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WHOSE    WAS    THE    PLAN? 

The  following  is  a  dispatch  from  Charles  A.  Dana,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  to 
the  Secretary: 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.  ,  October  33, 1863. 

No  change  in  the  situation  here.  Ten  days'  rations  on  hand.  Thomas  firmly 
resolved  to  hold  at  all  events.  Rain  heavy  since  midnight  and  roads  worse'  to-day 
than  yesterday. 

An  immediate  movement  for  the  occupation  of  Raccoon  Mountain  and  Lookout 
Valley  is  indispensable,  but  Hooker,  though  ordered  ten  days  since  to  concentrate 
his  forces  for  the  purpose,  has  not  done  so,  but  waits  on  the  ground  that  his  wagons 
have  not  arrived  from  Nashville.  The  fact  is,  however,  that  about  100  have  arrived, 
and,  besides,  Thomas  will  not  allow  him  to  take  any  wagons  at  all  in  this  movement. 
But  Hooker  seems  to  show  no  zeal  in  the  enterprise.  It  will  necessarily  wait  some- 
what for  the  arrival  of  Grant,  who  was  not  able  to  make  the  whole  distance  of  55 
miles  on  horseback  yesterday,  but  will  get  in  before  night. 

The  interior  line  of  fortifioations  is  so  far  advanced  that  General  Smith  tells  me 
only  one  day's  work  more  is  needed  to  make  them  tenable  and  the  place  temporarily 
safe  with  a  garrison  of  10,000  men,  though  the  works  will  still  be  far  from  linished. 
The  pontoons  are  done  for  a  bridge  across  to  Lookout  Valley  as  soon  as  Hooker  has 
moved  into  that  position. 

The  last  part  of  that  last  sentence  shows  that  Mr.  Dana  did  not  appreciate  the  jjlan. 
It  may  have  been  the  plan  confided  to  him  by  Rosecrans. 

DANA    TO    SECKETARY    OF    WAR. 

Chattanooga,  October  24,  1863 — 10  a.  m. 
Grant  arrived  last  night,  wet,  dirty,  and  well.     He  is  just  going  to  reconnolter  an 
important  jMsiiion  tvhich  General  Smith  has  discorered  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Valley, 
and  which  will  be  occupied  from  here  simultaneouslj^  with  Hooker's  occupation  of 
Raccoon  Mountain.     This  movement  will  probably  take  place  within  three  days. 

To  one  who  understands  the  military  principle  involved  in  the  movements  to  seize 
the  hills  at  Browns  Ferry  it  will  be  apparent  that  the  movements  from  Chattanooga 
and  the  occupation  of  Raccoon  Mountain  should  not  be  simultaneous. 

The  operation  of  occupying  the  "important  position"  in  Lookout  Valley  waa 
effected  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  just  three  days  after  the  above  dispatch  was 
sent. 

October  25,  1863—11  a.  m. 
The  force  which  will  cross  at  Browns  Ferr}'  to  occupy  the  mamelon  at  the  mouth 
of  Lookout  Valley  will  consist  of  three  brigades,  of  which  the  first,  under  Hazen, 
will  proceed  to  the  spot  in  the  pontoons  of  which  the  bridge  to  be  thrown  across 
there  will  be  composed.  The  other  two  march,  the  distance  being  about  4  miles, 
and  all  are  to  be  on  the  ground  before  daylight  Tuesday  morning. 

This  expedition  to  Lookout  Valley  will  probably  l)e  commanded  by  General  Smith. 
Reconnoissance  yesterday  showed  the  rebels  have  only  a  cavalry  picket  at  Browns 
Ferry  and  no  force  on  the  mamelon.     Cold;  cloudv;  no  rain. 

[C.  A.  Dana.] 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

General  Thomas  reported  the  affair: 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863 — 11.30  p.  m. 
(Received  9  p.  m.,  28th.) 

Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  commanding  Hazen's  brigade,  Sheridan's  division.  Fourth 
Corps,  and  Turchin's  brigade,  Baird's  division.  Fourteenth  Corps,  floated  boats  of 
pontoon  bridges  down  the  river  from  (Jhattanooga  to  Browns  Ferry,  6  miles  below; 
landed,  surprised  and  drove  off  the  enemy's  pickets  and  reserves,  took  possession  of 
the  hills  commanding  cZe^oMc/ie  of  the  ferry  on  southwest  side,  and  laid  bridge  and 
intrenched  the  command  strongly  enough  to  hold  the  bridge  securely. 

By  the  judicious  precautions  taken  by  General  Smith  before  starting  and  the  intel- 
ligent cooperation  of  Generals  Turchin  and  Hazen,  commanding  brigades,  and  Colonel 
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Stanley,  of  the  Eighteenth  Ohio,  commanding  boat  party,  this  was  a  complete  success 
anil  I'eflected  great  credit  on  all  concerned. 
Our  loss — 4  killed,  15  wounded;  enemy — 8  killed,  6  prisoners,  and  several  wounded. 
General  Hooker,  connnanding  troops  composing  Eleventh  Corps  and  partof  Twelfth, 
mirrJied  f rota  Bridgeport  at  daylight  to-day  to  open  road  from  Bridgeport  to  Chatta- 
nooga and  take  some  position  protecting  river.  *  *  *  if  General  Hooker  is  as 
successful  as  General  Smith  has  been,  we  shall  in  a  few  days  have  open  communica- 
tion with  Bridgeport  by  water,  aa  well  as  by  a  practicable  road  running  near  the 
river  on  the  northern  bank. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Department. 
Maj.  Gen.  H   AV.  Halleck, 

General  in  Chief. 

THOMAS  TO   HALLECK. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  28,  1863 — lip.  m. 
Hooker  reached  Browns  Ferry  to-day  about  3  p.  m.  Met  with  no  serious  opposi- 
tion. The  enemy  still  hold  Lookout  Mountain  in  considerable  force.  The  wagon 
road  is  now  open  to  Bridgeport.  We  have,  besides,  two  steamboats,  one  at  Bridge- 
port and  one  here,  which  will  be  started  to-morrow.  We  have  also  another  steam- 
boat here  undergoing  repairs;  will  be  ready  for  work  as  soon  as  portions  of  her 
machinery  (sent  for  to  Nashville)  arrive.  By  this  operation  we  have  gained  two 
wagon  roads  and  the  river  to  get  supplies  by,  and  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  be  pretty 
well  supplied.     *    *    * 

GENERAL    THOMAS    ORDERS    THANKS. 

Orders.]  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  November  1,  1863. 

The  general  commanding  tenders  his  thanks  to  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  and  the 
ofiicers  and  men  of  the  expedition  under  his  command,  consisting  of  the  brigades  of 
Brigadier-Generals  Turchin  and  Hazen,  the  boat  parties  under  Col.  T.  R.  Stanley, 
Eighteenth  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  the  pioneer  bridge  party.  Captain  Fox,  Michigan 
Engineers,  for  the  skill  and  cool  gallantry  displayed  in  securing  a  permanent  lodg- 
ment on  the  south  side  of  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry,  and  in  putting  in  position  the 
pontoon  bridge  on  the  night  of  the  26th  instant.  The  successful  execution  of  this  duty 
was  attended  ivith  the  most  important  results  in  obtaining  a  safe  and  easy  communication 
with  Bridgeport  and  shortening  our  line  of  supplies. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas. 

In  a  later  report  General  Thomas  says: 

To  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  should  be  accorded  great  praise  for  the 
ingenuity  which  conceived  and  the  ability  which  executed  the  movement  at  Browns 
Ferry.  *  *  *  When  the  bridge  was  thrown  at  Browns  Ferry  on  the  morning  of 
the  27th,  the  surprise  was  as  great  to  the  army  within  Chattanooga  as  it  was  to  the 
army  besieging  it  from  without.  (Vol.  I,  p.  398,  History  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, by  Van  Home. ) 

DANA   TO    secretary    OF   WAR. 

Bridgeport,  October  26,  1863 — 2  p.  m. 
The  movement  for  the  occupation  of  Raccoon  Mountain  and  Lookout  Valley  was 
to  have  begun  this  morning.  Everything  is  ready  at  Chattanooga,  and  Palmer  will 
be  at  Rankins  Ferry  in  season;  but  Hooker  is  behindhand,  and  it  is  postponed  until 
t<t-inorrow.  The  forces  sent  from  here  are  Howard's  two  divisions  and  Geary's, 
10,000  men  in  all. 

Chattanooga,  October  28,  1863 — 5 p.  m. 
Everything  perfectly  succes-sful.     The  river  is  now  open,  and  a  short  and  good 
road  in  our  possession  along  the  south  shore.     We  had  an  insignifit-ant  skirmish  near 
Wauhatchie.     The  great  success,  however,  is  General  Smith's  operation  at  the  mouth 
of  Lookout  Valley.     Its  brilliancy  can  not  be  exaggerated. 

[C.  A.  Dana.] 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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That  General  Grant  then  thought  he  knew  who  had  phmned  aii'l  executed  the 
delicate  part  of  this  operation  appears  to  be  shown  by  his  letter  of  November  12  to — 

E.  M.  Stantox, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Sir:  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  be  placed  on 
the  list  for  promotion  to  the  rank  of  major-general.     He  is  possessed  of  one  of  the 
clearest  military  heads  in  the  Army;  is  very  practical  and  industrious.     No  man  in 
the  service  is  better  qualified  than  he  for  our  largest  commands. 

As  the  recapture  of  the  short  line  of  communication  was  the  only  affair  of  the 
slightest  importance  which  occurred  in  the  three  previous  weeks  spent  l)y  Grant  at 
Chattanooga,  the  credit  for  that  must  have  been  largely  in  his  mind  when  that  letter 
was  written. 

In  summing  up  the  results  of  the  Browns  Ferry  movement  it  must  not  l)e  forgot- 
ten that  success  there  alone  made  it  possil>le  for  Sherman's  force  to  reach  Chatta- 
nooga, which  in  its  turn  made  possible  the  victory  of  Missionary  Ridge. 

WHO    HAS   CLAIMED   THE    PLAX. 

1.  Gen.  Ulysses  S.  Grant. — In  his  Memoirs  he  writes: 

The  next  day,  the  2-lth,  I  started  out  to  make  a  personal  inspection,  taking  Thomas 
and  Smith  with  me,  besides  most  of  the  members  of  my  personal  staff.  We  crossed 
to  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and,  moving  to  the  north  of  detached  spurs  of  hills, 
reached  the  Tennessee  at  Browns  Ferry,  some  3  miles  below  Lookout  Mountain, 
unobserved  by  the  enemy.  Here  we  left  our  horses  back  from  the  river  and 
approached  the  water  on  foot.  There  was  a  picket  station  of  the  enemy  on  the 
opposite  side  of  about  20  men  in  full  view,  and  we  were  within  easy  range.  They 
did  not  fire  upon  us  nor  seem  to  be  disturbed  by  our  presence.  They  must  have 
seen  that  we  were  all  commissioned  officers.  But  I  suppose  they  looked  upon  the 
garrison  of  Chattanooga  as  prisoners  of  war,  feeding  or  starving  themselves,  and 
thought  it  would  be  inhuman  to  kill  any  of  them  except  in  self-defense. 

That  night  I  issued  orders  for  opening  the  route  to  Bridgeport — "a  Cracker  line," 
[Italics — Grant's]  as  the  soldiers  appropriately  called  it.  They  had  been  so  long  on 
short  rations  tliat  my  Jirst  thought  ivas  the  establishment  of  a  line  over  which  food  might 
reach  them. 

To  any  person  who  knew  of  the  war,  only  that  which  is  to  be  learned  from  these 
Memoirs,  the  single  conclusion  drawn  from  the  foregoing  extract  would  be  that  the 
morning  after  Grant's  arrival  at  Chattanooga,  without  hint  from  any  person,  he 
had  taken  the  general  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  his  chief  engi- 
neer directly  to  the  proper  point,  shown  it  to  them,  and  returned  to  write  out  the 
order  for  the  opening  of  t\\v  "Cracker  line." 

Now,  a  glance  at  Dana's  dispatch  of  the  23d  of  October,  before  Grant's  arrival,  will 
show  that  Thomas  had  given  orders  with  reference  to  a  movement  of  Hooker's  troops 
in  connection  with  a  bridge  into  Lookout  Valley,  while  his  dispatch  of  the  24th  states 
that  Grant,  having  arrived  the  night  before,  was  going  to  look  at  an  important  point 
discovered  before  his  arrival;  gives  a  synopsis  of  the  plan  to  be  carried  out,  and  says 
"the  movement  will  probably  take  place  within  three  days."  Thomas,  in  his  report, 
says: 

*  *  *  The  force  to  throw  the  bridge  was  organized  ])y  Saturday,  the  24th,  and 
the  boats  and  bridge  completed,  giving  General  Smith  two  days  "to  examine  the 
ground  with  the  2  Ijrigade  commanders  and  to  give  all  the  necessary  detailed 
instructions  to  insure  success.^  General  Hooker  reported  on  the  26th  that  he  would 
be  ready  to  move  on  the  27th  at  daylight. 

2.  Gen.  William  S.  Rosecrans. — General  Rosecrans,  in  the  North  American  Review 
for  December,  1885,  put  forward  a  specific  claim,  in  much  detail  as  to  statements, 

^  This  was  the  day  on  which  General  Grant  says  he  took  Thomas  and  myself  tec 
see  Brown's  Ferry,  and  according  to  Thomas  my  preparations  were  then  ail  made 
and  I  was  waiting  for  Hooker. 
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but  withmit  any  corrolxirative  evidence,  except  the  fact  that  he  had  issued  orders 
which  were  of  record,  for  Hooker  1o  be  ready  to  move  his  troops  across  the  Tennes- 
see River  at  Bridgeport. 

Generals  Boynton  and  Turchin,  in  their  respective  liistories  of  the  campaign  and 
battle  of  Chickamauga,  have  made  the  same  claim  for  General  Ilosecrans,  giving  no 
evidence  whatever,  and  on  being  interrogated  as  to  their  authority  for  tlui  assertion, 
have  given  General  Rosecrans's  verbal  statements,  and  his  paper  to  which  reference 
has  been  made  above. 

This  account  of  General  Rosecrans  is,  then,  the  only  one  with  which  I  have  to  deal, 
and  as  that  will  i-equire  reference  to  many  extracts  of  official  papers,  I  shall  put 
tlume  references  into  an  appendix  and  give  in  the  body  of  these  pages  only  my  own 
personal  history  of  the  matter,  so  far  as  I  have  ever  known  it. 

I  arrived  at  Chattanooga  on  the  29th  or  30th  of  September,  and  was,  contrary  to 
my  own  desires,  appointed  chief  engineer  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  The  order 
was  published  on  the  3d  of  October.  On  the  reorganization  of  the  army  a  general 
order  was  published  on  the  10th  of  October,  an  extract  from  which  is  given  to  show 
what  my  duties  were  as  chief  engineer: 

October  10. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  being  the  senior  officer  of  his  corps  in  this  depart- 
ment, is  announced  as  chief  engineer.  All  troops  on  engineer  duty  and  (dl  cnijineer- 
ing  operationi^  will  he  under  his  jyrnfe^sional  control. 

The  duty  of  laying  out  and  pushing  on  the  defensive  works  and  keeping  the  bridges 
up  took  all  my  time,  and  I  never  volimteered  any  advice  as  to  any  movements,  nor 
was  I  ever  asked  to  give  any  opinions;  so  that  there  was  never  any  conversation 
between  General  Rosecrans  and  myself  as  to  any  plan  for  retaking  possession  of  the 
short  line  of  communication  between  Chattanooga  and  Bridgeport,  the  actual  terminus 
of  railroad  facilities.  I  saw  (as  I  suppose  did  all  others  of  the  army)  the  order  for 
Hooker  to  concentrate  his  troops  so  as  to  be  ready  to  move  promptly  from  Bridge- 
port, but  no  hint  in  any  way,  shape,  or  manner  was  ever  conveyed  to  me  that  the 
engineer  department  of  the  staff  would  have  anything  to  do  in  connection  with  any 
movement  of  Hooker's  command.  I  could  only  suppose  that  Hooker  would  be 
ordered  to  make  a  move  in  the  direction  of  the  Raccoon  Mountain  passes,  which  it 
W'as  probably  supposed  by  Rosecrans  would  relieve  the  terrible  strain  then  on  the 
army.  I  could  not  suppose  that  Hooker  would  move  into  Lookout  Valley  without 
some  preparation  being  made  for  a  connection  with  the  troops  at  Chattanooga,  for 
that  would  be  to  court  his  destruction  while  the  Chattanooga  troops  were  powerless 
to  help,  and  yet,  as  no  word  was  said  to  me  about  bridges,  I  concluded  that  some  plan 
was  in  the  mind  of  General  Rosecrans  wdiich  I  could  not  fathom,  and  which  he  was 
keeping  to  himself,  although  not  usually  a  secretive  man.  The  condition  of  affairs, 
however,  was  getting  so  that  work  on  fortifications  seemed  useless,  as  in  a  few  days 
there  would  be  nothing  to  put  into  them  but  guns  and  starving  soldiers. 

This,  of  course,  gave  to  me,  as  I  suppose  to  all  involved,  much  serious  thought. 
From  the  hills  on  which  I  was  at  work  I  looked  on  the  river  and  the  northern  end 
of  Raccoon  Mountain  daily,  and  it  finally  occurred  to  me  that  if  we  could  seize  the 
end  of  that  mountain  resting  on  the  river,  and  if  Hooker  at  the  same  time  could 
occupy  and  hold  the  passes,  we  could  make  a  depot  for  supplies  on  Williams  Island, 
and  from  there  supply  the  army  at  Chattanooga  Ijy  wagons  over  a  road  not  more  than 
5  miles  in  length,  which  would  be  practically  reopening  the  river  and  saving  the  army 
from  the  fate  that  seemed  closely  impending. 

So  impressed  was  I  with  this  idea  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  of  October  I 
went  to  General  Rosecrans  and  told  him  that  I  desired  on  the  following  day  to  recon- 
noiter  down  the  river  to  see  if  a  footing  could  not  be  gained  which  could  be  held  and 
thus  perhaps  give  us  relief.  General  Rosecrans  said,  "Go  by  all  means,  and  1  will 
go  with  you."     In  my  official  report  of  operations  afterwards  (from  courtesy)  I  men- 
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tioned  that  as  an  order  from  General  Rosecrans.  We  started  early  and  our  road  led 
us  by  the  hosintal,  into  which  Rosecrans  said  he  must  go  for  a  few  minutes. 

I  waited  for  half  an  hour,  and  Mr.  Dana,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  coming  along 
on  his  way  to  Bridgeport,  I  joined  him,  saying  I  had  a  hard  day's  work  ahead  of 
me  and  could  not  wait  longer.  I  saw  no  more  of  Rosecrans  until  evening,  and  then 
he  was  no  longer  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  I  parted  from  Mr. 
Dana  at  the  foot  of  Waldens  Ridge  and  went  south  to  the  river,  going  up  along  the 
bank,  making  careful  inspection  of  the  opposite  shores  for  a  favorable  position  for 
the  purpose  desired.  I  had  passed  above  Raccoon  Mountain  and  the  head  of  Wil- 
liams Island,  and  gave  up  all  hope,  having  found  nothing  which  could  be  made  useful 
in  the  way  proposed.  As  I  was  about  to  turn  my  horse's  head  toward  Chattanooga 
I  caught  sight  of  a  battery  behind  an  earthwork  and  rode  into  the  works  to  ask  the 
purpose  of  that  position. 

The  captain  said  the  battery  was  there  to  guard  the  passage  of  the  river  at  Browns 
Ferry,  and  standing  with  him  I  could  see  the  road  leading  down  through  the  gorge 
opposite.  I  was  attracted  by  the  topography  of  the  opposite  shore,  and,  learning 
from  the  captain  that  the  pickets  did  not  fire  on  each  other,  I  went  down  to  the 
water's  edge  and  spent  the  time  until  dark  in  looking  at  the  hills  and  estimating  the 
distance  to  the  smoke  of  the  picket  reserves.  Given  a  successful  surprise,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  problem  was  simple.  On  returning  to  Chattanooga  I  learned  that 
General  Rosecrans  had  been  relieved,  and  I  said  no  word  to  him  of  my  work  that  day. 

The  following  morning  I  went  to  report  to  General  Thomas,  and  the  first  order  he 
gave  me  was  to  throw  another  bridge,  there  being  then  but  one,  across  the  river  west 
of  the  town.  I  then  said,  "I  have  only  so  many  boats,  which  will  be  wanted  else- 
where, if  you  approve  a  plan  I  have  to  explain  to  you,"  and  I  told  him  what  I  had 
foimd  the  day  before  in  my  reconnoissance. 

General  Thomas  held  it  under  consideration  for  a  few  hours,  and  then  told  me 
of  objections  made  to  it  by  some  persons  unmentioned.  I  answered  the  objec- 
tions, and  was  then  told  to  go  on  and  make  the  necessary  preparations.  The  only 
point  after  this  about  which  his  advisers  made  difficulty  was  the  time  of  starting 
Hooker's  command.  I  insisted  upon  making  the  effort  at  Browns  Ferry  the  morning 
that  Hooker  left  Bridgeport,  urging  that  if  he  began  his  march  a  day  before  I  made 
my  attempt  Lookout  Valley  would  be  filled  with  Bragg's  troops,  and  that  I  should 
fail.  The  argument  at  once  satisfied  General  Thomas,  and  it  was  the  last  we  ever 
had.  General  Grant  arrived  on  the  night  of  the  23d.  Of  course  his  approval 
became  necessary,  and  on  the  24th  he  visited  the  place  and  at  once  gave  his  consent 
to  carrying  out  the  plan.  He  took  with  him  a  large  staff  and  all  went  down  to  the 
river  bank.  I  was  in  mortal  fear  lest  the  unwonted  appearance  of  such  a  party 
should  cause  suspicions  of  some  intended  movement  and  a  closer  guarding  of  the 
ferry  and  valley.  The  official  reports  of  Generals  Turchin  and  Hazen  and  Colonel 
Stanley  gave  in  detail  the  account  of  the  affair,  and  reference  is  made  to  them. 

October  27,  1863—3.30  p.  m. 
General  Reynolds: 

This  place  can  not  be  carried  now.  I  shall  come  into  headquarters  unless  the 
General  moves.  A  regiment  has  just  gone  up  the  mountain  and  all  is  quiet,  so  I 
supi)ose  the  sharpshooters  have  left  the  Suck. 

Smith,  Brigadier-General. 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  here  that  in  the  hurry  and  press  of  matters  at  the  time  of 
making  my  report  I  did  not  give  sufficient  credit  to  the  individual  efforts  which 
aided  me  in  carrying  out  the  details  of  the  affair  at  Browns  Ferry.  Without  the 
zealous  and  efficient  labors  of  Captain  Fox,  who  commanded  a  battalion  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Michigan  engineers,  the  bridge  could  not  have  been  made  or  thrown. 
W^ithout  the  untiring  energy  and  intelligence  of  my  confidential  aid  and  assistant, 
Capt.  Preston  C.  F.  West,  some  details  necessary  to  success  would  have  been  lacking. 
Either  of  the  officers  away,  the  whole  affair  might  have  been  a  failure. 
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appendix  to  account  op  capture  of  browns  ferry. 

October  27,  1863. 

The  analysis  of  the  official  papers  bearing  upon  the  claim  of  General  Rosccrans  to 
the  plan  for  the  recapture  of  the  short  line  of  communication  between  BridgeiJort 
and  Chattanooga  is  given  as  an  appendix,  to  clear  a  long  and  perhaps  tiresome  dis- 
cus.sion  from  the  body  of  the  account,  and  leave  optional  to  the  reader  to  read  or  to 
omit.  Every  extract  following  is  taken  from  the  Official  Record  of  the  Rebellion, 
except  where  other  authority  is  given. 

Rosecrans,  in  opposition  to  earnest  advice,  gave  up  Lookout  IVIountain  on  the  24th 
of  September,  1863.  The  act  was  deliberate  and  effect  known,  as  is  seen  Ijy  the 
following  order: 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  September  84,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  Ducat: 

The  general  commanding  directs  you  to  proceed  immediately  to  make  a  careful 
survey  of  the  most  practicable  route  for  a  wagon  road  from  this  place  to  Jasper,  on 
the  right  of  the  Tennessee  River.  Hold  in  view  the  location  of  a  road  that  can  be 
made  most  expeditiously  and  wirl  be  safe  from  the  enermfs  artillery  from  the  other  side 
of  the  river.     *    *    * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Garfield, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

The  expectation  was  that  the  enemy  would  occupy  the  country  from  Lookout  to 
Bridgeport. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  September  ^4,  1863 — ^p.Jii. 

(Received  4.25  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General  in  Chief: 

*  *  *  The  great  point  is  to  have  troops  at  Stevenson  and  Bridgeport,  to  secure  those 
points  and  the  railroad.  We  can  hold  this  jjoint  //  we  can  keep  up  communication  and 
supplies.     *    *    * 

W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Major-  General. 

The  dispatch  to  Halleck  of  2  p.  m.  of  the  24th  of  September,  taken  in  connection 
with  the  order  to  Colonel  Ducat  of  the  same  day,  seemingly  indicates  that  Rosecrans 
expected,  by  holding  the  railroad  from  Nashville  to  the  Tennessee  River,  to  use  the 
mountain  road  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  and  to  find  that  suthcient  for  giving 
hini  supplies.  September  27,  three  days  after  the  short  line  had  been  given  up  by 
the  withdrawal  from  Lookout  Mountain,  General  Meigs,  who  had  served  for  years 
in  the  Engineer  Corps,  to  which  Rosecrans  belonged,  and  who  might  be  supposed  to 
be  in  the  latter' s  confidence  so  far  as  hopes  and  j)lans  were  concerned,  telegraphs  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  as  follows: 

*  *  *  When  the  troops  understood  to  be  on  their  way  here  arrive  Creneral 
Rosecrans  expects  to  recover  command  of  the  river  to  Bridgeport.  Supplies  can  then 
be  accumulated  by  water.     *    *    * 

Rosecrans  had  then  some  plan  for  recovering  the  control  of  the  river,  as  to  whether 
vague  or  well  defined  there  is  at  present  no  clew. 

Chattanooga,  September  28,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  St.  C.  Morton,  Chief  Engineer. 

General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  you  to  hurry  forward  tlie  work  of 
sending  lumber  for  the  pontoon  bridge.  You  need  not  send  any  more  timber  for 
magazines  at  present.     *    *    * 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  on  the  following  day  hv.  writes  to  hurry 
forward  lumber  for  a  pontoon  bridge.  As  the  bridge  at  Chattanooga  was  on  trestles, 
and  liable  to  be  carried  away  on  a  rise  of  the  river,  this  order  must  have  been  sent 
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with  a  view  to  a  pontoon  bridge  at  Chattanooga.  The  next  dispatch,  of  the  29th,  to 
Col.  Thomas  A.  Scott,  looks  to  a  concentration  at  Bridgeport,  perhaps  to  protect  the 
terminus  of  the  railroad  and  "secure  his  command"  in  that  way;  perhaps  for  aggres- 
sive purposes  and  to  recover  territory. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  September  20,  1863. 

Thomas  A.  Scott: 

Your  dispatch  received.  All  the  eastern  troops  must  concentrate  at  Bridgeport 

with  all  possible  dispatch.  Every  effort  and  will  must  be  bent  to  this.     Please 

report  progress  frequently.  We  will  want  to  secure  our  cornrnaiul  [there?] 

The  order  to  Hooker  on  the  30th,  with  reference  to  tools,  would  seem  to  have  ref- 
erence only  to  making  and  repairing  roadways,  and  not  to  intrenchments,  as  they 
are  required  only  by  reason  of  the  "nature  of  the  country,"  and  yet  the  roads  from 
Bridgeport  into  Lookout  Valley  did  not  require  such  extra  precautions.  Perhaps  an 
approach  to  a  bridge  was  in  contemplation. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  September  30,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker, 

Commanding  Corps. 
The  general  commanding  directs  you  to  furnish  your  command  with  the  tools 
allowed  it  by  the  War  Department  and  an  extra  wagonload  of  tools  to  each  division. 
The  nature  of  country  through  vjhich  you  are  to  operate  requires  that  special  care  be  taken 
in  this  matter.     *    *    * 

The  following  dispatch  is  the  first  indicating  clearly  a  purpose  in  the  concentration 
at  Bridgeport: 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  September  30,  1S63. 
Colonel  Hodges: 

Your  dispatch  of  10  this  morning  received.  The  troops  coming  in  ifUl  operate  on 
the  Lookout  Valley  line  unless  called  northward.     *    *    * 

There  was  a  fear  lest  Bragg  should  cross  the  river  above  Chattanooga.  On  the 
30th,  however,  Wheeler  began  his  celebrated  raid,  which  kept  everything  west  of 
the  Tennessee  River  in  a  most  excited  and  busy  state  for  several  days. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  September  30,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  Granger: 

******* 
He  may  be  needed  very  soon,  as  General  Crook  ha.s  been  fighting  to-day  to  resist 
the  crossing  of  a  rebel  force  at  AVashington. 

Very  respectfully,  your  oljedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Garpield, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

The  following  order  of  October  1  to  Hooker  was  sent  before  Wheeler's  operation 
was  fairly  developed,  but  is  specific  to  the  effect  that  one  bridge  was  to  be  thrown  at 
Bridgeport  to  replace  the  trestle  bridge  there,  and  the  remaining  boats  held  ready  to 
be  sent  up  the  river,  as  the  same  change  was  required  there,  viz,  the  replacing  of  a 
trestle  bridge  by  one  of  boats.  The  last  sentence  shows  a  definite  plan  to  operate 
with  Hooker's  command  somewhere  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  from  Bridgeport. 
Up  to  this  time,  however,  there  is  not  a  line  to  indicate  any  intended  cooperation 
required  on  the  part  of  General  Morton,  chief  engineer  of  the  army  and  commander 
of  the  Pioneer  Brigade  of  the  army,  and  surely  from  him  wa.s  required  time  to  mature 
his  arrangements  and  collect  his  "  material." 
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Headqi'arters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chuttanouga,  October  1,  186S. 
Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker: 

The  major-general  comniandino:  directs  you  to  select  from  the  pontoons  and  lumher 
at  Bridgeport  sufiicient  materials  tor  one  l)ridgeat  that  plac(M'oinp(ist'd  wholly  of 
pontoons.  The  remaining  hoats  ■will  be  held  in  readiness  for  shipment  np  tlu-  river. 
Make  jirovisiou  for  saving  the  lumber  of  the  trestle  bridge  there  in  case  the  river 
rises.  Put  down  a  pontoon  bridge  and  ma  Ice  immediate  preparation  for  crossing  your  com- 
mand at  that  point. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Garfield, 
Brigadier-(/eiierat  and  Cldef  of  »S7a//'. 

So  early  as  October  2  came  the  necessity  for  lessening  \\\c  daily  food  of  the  soldiers, 
as  is  shown  by  the  following  order: 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  2,  186:h 
Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  until  further  orders  only  two-thirds 
rations  will  be  issued  to  your  command,  and  when  you  consider  it  sufficient,  only 
one-half  rations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  McMichael. 
ifajor  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Same  to  Major-General  McCook,  IVIajor-General  Crittenden,  and  Major-General 
Granger. ) 

hooker  has  asked  for  maps. 

Nashville,  Octobers,  1863 — 9 p.  m. 
General  Garfield,  Chattanooga: 

General  Hooker  requests  that  maps  of  the  country  in  which  he  is  to  operate  may 
be  sent  to  him  at  Stevenson;  also  instructions  as  to  the  portion  of  the  railroad  his 
command  is  to  guard. 

J.  Bates  Dickson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  Term.,  Octobers,  186S. 
Capt.  William  E.  Merrill: 

The  general  commanding  directs  you  to  forward  by  courier  at  once  a  complete  set 
of  maps  to  General  Hooker  at  Bridgeport,  and  make  provision  for  supplying  his  divi- 
sion commanders  as  soon  as  they  arrive. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Garfield, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

After  the  publication  of  the  following  order  I  might  be  supposed  to  know  some- 
thing of  the  operations  of  the  engineer  department  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Special  Field  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

No.  263.  I  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  Octobers,  1863. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  having  reported  for  duty,  is  announced  as  chief  of 
engineers  of  the  department,  and  all  engineer  officers  will  report  to  him. 

Wheeler's  raid  had  caused  orders  to  be  given  to  Hooker  seemingly  in  conflict  with 
the  order  of  October  1,  and  the  following  orders  are  explanatory  of  the  situation: 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  4,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 
Major-General  Hooker,  Stevenson: 

Your  dispatches  of  yesterday  are  received.  The  general  commanding  does  not 
desire  you  to  draw  your  forces  back  from  Bridgeport.  Put  the  jxtntoon  bridge  in 
order,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  crossing  the  river.  Maps  have  been  ordered  sent  you 
from  Na.'ihi'd/e.  We  hope  to  hear  soon  where  the  rebel  cavalry  intend  to  strike. 
Our  cavalry  is  in  i)ursuit  and  fighting  them  in  rear. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  4,  1863 — 8.30  p.  m, 
Major-General  Hooker,  Stevenson: 

Your  dispatch  and  General  Butterfield's  of  11  a.  m.  to-day  are  received.  It  was  tbe 
intention  of  the  general  commanding  to  put  your  force  across  the  river  at  Bridgepojt 
as  soon  as  you  were  supplied  with  field  transportation,  and  the  dispatch  of  October  1 
was  written  with  that  in  view.  Since  then  the  bulk  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  has 
crossed  the  river  and  is  now  rapidly  approaching  the  line  of  railroad  between  Bridge- 
port and  Nashville.  The  general  commanding  directs  you  to  take  the  necessary  steps 
to  protect  the  railroad  and  at  the  same  time  push  forward  the  preparations  for  crossing' 
the  river  as  soon  as  the  situation  will  warrant  it.     *    *    * 

The  general  commanding  hopes  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  will  soon  be  destroyed 
and  that  he  may  be  able  to  bring  your  whole  command  forward  to  this  side  of  the 
river.     I  have  just  sent  you  a  set  of  maps.     I  hope  soon  to  supply  your  officers. 

J.  A.  Garfield, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

the  bridge  was  to  be  commenced  on  the  5th. 

Stevenson,  October  4,  1863 — 5.30  p.  in. 
Brigadier-General  Garfield, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Chattanooga: 
Major-General  Howard  will  build  the  bridge  at  Bridgeport  to-morrow  morning,  as 
ordered  in  dispatch  of  October  1.     The  opposite  shore  is  not  occupied. 

Joseph  Hooker, 
Major-Oeneral  Commanding. 

Chattanooga,  October  4,  1863. 
******* 

Engineers  are  now  engaged  upon  the  pontoon  bridge  across  the  Tennessee  at  inuuth 
of  Lookout  Creek.  Nothing  done  yet  on  interior  fortifications  here,  without  which  a 
verv  large  garrison  is  necessary. 

[C.  A.  Dana.] 
[Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War."] 

Compare  with  dispatch  of  Rosecrans  of  October  18. 

The  above  disjaatch  is  specific,  showing  that  to  Mr.  Dana  were  made  known  all  the 
plans  that  passed  through  the  fertile  brain  of  General  Rosecrans.  From  a  dispatch 
from  General  Meigs  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  October  5,  8  p.  m.,  will  be  seen 
the  real  condition  at  Chattanooga  at  that  time. 

October  5,  8  p.  m. 

*  *  *  ipj^g  pontoon  bridge  will,  I  think,  be  completed  early  to-morrow.  The 
rise  in  the  river,  which  steadily  increases,  has  rendered  the  other  two  bridges  impas- 
sable. A  ferry  rope  and  flatboat,  and  a  steamboat  (the  Paint  Rock),  captured  and 
repaired,  afford  the  means  of  crossing  at  present.  The  river  is  about  1,000  feet  wide, 
and  is  now  deep  enough  for  navigation  at  this  point.  The  rebel  guns  on  Lookout 
Mountain,  however,  command  the  cliannel  at  its  base. 

M.  C.  Meigs, 
Quartermaster-  Genera  I. 

To  Secretary  of  "War. 

Now,  when  General  Rosecrans  was  relieved  (October  19)  there  was  one  pontoon 
bridge  and  a  flying  bridge  at  Chattanooga,  and  boats  and  flooring  for  another  had 
but  just  been  completed,  which  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  I  was  ordered  by  General 
Thomas  to  lay  at  Chattanooga,  as  will  be  seen  from  my  statement  in  the  body  of  this 
paper. 

October  5,  186.3—9  a.  m. 
P.  S. — The  courier  has  arrived  with  the  package  of  maps.     Your  dispatch  of  this 
date  just  received. 

******* 

Joseph  Hooker, 
Major-General  Commanding. 
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General  Hooker  was  ordered  to  put  down  one  pontoon  bridge  at  Bridgeport,  and 
hold  the  remaining  boatn  and  material  ready  to  send  up  the  river.  On  October  5  he 
reports:  *  *  *  "On  learning  there  were  pontoons  sufficient  to  complete  two 
bridges,  I  directed  their  use  for  that  purpose,  in  place  of  trestles,  which  seem  too 
insecure  for  reliance  at  this  season.  Bridges  will  ])e  completed  over  both  streams 
to-morrow."  Later,  October  6,  10  a.  m.,  *  *  *  "All  of  the  infantry  and  two 
batteries  of  the  Eleventh  Corjis  are  at  Bridgeport.  As  at  present  advised,  Imt  one 
pontoon  bridge  will  be  thrown  across  the  river  at  that  point."     *    *    * 

If  tlie  remaining  boats  were  wanted  for  a  bridge  from  Chattanooga  to  Lookout 
Valley,  it  would  have  taken  a  train  a  week  to  transport  them,  and  every  wagon  was 
needed  for  rations. 

If  General  Hooker  at  that  time  had  been  informed  of  the  vital  importance  of  a 
bridge  across  the  Tennessee  River  in  connection  villi  liis  move  on  Lookout  Vdlley,  it  is 
not  at  all  j^robable  that  he  would  have  thought  of  disobeying  his  orders  and  directed 
the  laying  of  a  second  bridge  at  Bridgeport.  On  the  1st  of  October  Hooker  was 
ordered  to  make  immediate  preparation  for  crossing  the  river,  holding  all  boats  except 
for  the  one  bridge  in  readiness  to  be  sent  up  the  river.  No  order  was  ever  given  to 
ship  the  superfluous  boats,  and  it  is  safe  to  infer  that  the  Engineer  Department  had 
never  been  informed  of  any  j)Ian  looking  to  the  bridge  into  Lookout  Valley,  and  yet  on  the 
4th  Mr.  Dana  says  the  engineers  were  then  engaged  on  such  a  bridge,  of  course  at 
Chattanooga. 

A  ferryboat  (an  old  scow)  had  been  used  between  Lookout  Creek  and  Moccasin 
Point,  which  had  been  captured  by  the  enemy  and  recaptured.  The  mouth  of 
Lookout  Creek  and  Moccasin  Point  were  covered  by  the  artillery  of  the  enemy,  and 
no  bridge  could  have  been  thrown  there  until  Lookout  Mountain  was  in  our  possession. 

On  October  9  the  raid  was  over,  and  Hooker's  troops,  ordered  October  1  to  make 
immediate  preparation  for  crossing  the  river,  could  then  move  without  leaving  a  line 
of  communication  in  danger  behind  them. 

Nashville,  October  9,  1S63 — 10.10  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Garfield, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  road  will  be  opened  through  by 
noon.     I  start  immediately  from  here  with  stores  and  forage  direct  for  the  front. 

Wm.  p.  Innes, 
Colotiel  and  Military  Superintendent. 

In  place,  however,  of  a  concentration  of  Hooker's  troops,  Hooker  was  ordered  to 
relieve  General  Morgan,  commanding  Second  Division  Reserve  Corps,  from  duty  on  the 
railroad,  and  the  latter  was  ordered  to  concentrate  at  Andersons  Crossroads  to  protect  trains 
there.  If  Rosecrans  opened  the  short  line  the  road  over  the  mountains  would  become 
useless  innnediately.  Therefore  at  this  date  the  movement  by  Hooker  was  not 
imminent. 

The  following  order  is  given  merely  to  show  that  I  should  have  had  knowledge  of 
what  was  going  on  in  the  way  of  making  maps  by  the  Engineer  Department: 

Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chcdtanooga,  Tenn.,  October  9,  1863. 
Corps  commanders  will  cause  the  division  topographical  engineers  to  report  forth- 
with wluit  they  have  done  in  fulfillment  of  orders  from  these  headquarters  and  to 
show  them  their  work,  and  afterwards  to  forward  what  they  have  at  once  to  Briga- 
dier-General Smith,  chief  engineer,  at  these  headquarters.  They  will  also  report  their 
work  daily  to  topographical  department.  Officers  failing  to  comply  with  this  or  the 
standing  order  of  the  topographical  department  without  satisfactory  reasons  will  be 
arrested  and  tried  for  disobedience  of  orders. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Rosecrans: 

C.  Goddard, 
A ssistant  A  dju tant-  Gen eral. 
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On  the  10th  Hooker  was  directed  to  order  a  corduroy  road  lorated  and  made  from 
Bridgeport  to  Battle  Creek  (all  useless  if  the  short  line  were  opened),  and  with  speci- 
fications for  a  very  durable  road  which  would  require  days  of  labor  to  complete. 

Headquarters  of  the  Departmext  of  the  Cimberlaxd, 

Chattanooga,  October  10,  1863. 
Major-General  Hooker,  Stevenson: 

Please  direct  General  Howard  to  put  troops  under  an  able  officer  to  locate  and 
make  a  corduroy  and  repair  two  wagon  roads  froni  Bridgeport  to  Battle  Creek — one 
for  going  and  the  other  for  returning  trains.  One  should  be  imdevtaken  and  com- 
pleted before  the  other  is  begun.  The  corduroy  should  be  of  the  most  permanent 
kind — three  heavy  stringers  or  sleepers,  then  the  cross  pieces  or  corduroy  of  logs,  not 
less  than  8  or  10  inches  in  diameter,  tied  at  proper  distances  l)y  forks. 

W.  S.  Rosecrans,  Major-General. 

The  trains  coming  down  into  the  valley  of  the  Tennessee  from  Jasper  were  inter- 
fered with  on  the  11th  of  October  and  a  force  was  sent  to  drive  away  the  enemy. 

Waldexs  Ridge,  Ocloher  11,  1863 — 11.50  a.  m. 
Captain  Merrill: 
The  train  is  forced  to  stop.     They  have  killed  a  large  number  of  our  mules. 

Berry,  Acting  S'ujnal  Officer. 

Headqu.arters,  October  11,  1863 — 1.05  p.  m. 
Lieutenant  Berry  : 

Where  is  the  train  stopped? 

Merrill,  Captain,  etc. 

Waldens  Ridge,  October  11,  1863—1.30  p.  m. 
Captain  Merrill: 
Train  stopped  in  the  road  at  Big  Suck.     Firing  continues. 

Berry, 

Z/ieutenant  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  11,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  James  B.  Steedmax. 

Gexeral:  The  general  commanding  directs  you  to  send  250  picked  sharpshooters 
and  two  pieces  of  artillery  as  quick  as  possible  down  the  Haley  trace  road  to  a  point 
where  the  enemy  are  firing  upon  our  train  and  endeavor  to  drive  them  away.  Send 
them  in  charge  of  a  good,  reliable,  discreet  officer,  and  order  him  upon  his  arrival  to 
report  the  condition  of  things  there;  the  force  of  the  enemy;  whether  they  can  be 
driven  away ;  and  if  he  can  not  drive  them,  the  force  that  is  necessary  for  that  purpose. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Fullerton, 
Major  and  Assista^it  Adjutant- General. 

The  following  report  will  show  that  this  short  line  from  Jasper  was  effectually 
closed: 

Hdqrs.  Eighteexth  Kextucky  Volunteer  Ixfantry, 

Camp  near  Williams  Island,  October  13,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Garfield,  Chief  of  Staff. 

Gexeral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  Haley  trace  road  cleared  of  dead  animals 
and  broken  wagons.  The  enemy  in  considerable  force  yet  occupy  the  opposite  bank 
of  the  river.  The  force  under  command  of  Major  Shane,  Ninety-eighth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  failed  to  dislodge  them,  the  artillery  (Napoleon  guns)  having  proved 
ineffective,  nor  do  I  think  guns  of  longer  range  could  be  used  with  much  advantage. 
^Vork  upon  the  road  is  suspended,  as  for  nearly  4  miles  the  men  are  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  sharpshooters.  Trains  passed  over  the  new  route  up  the  mountain  yesterday. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

HUBB.IED    K.    MiLWARD, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Returning  to  the  11th  of  October  we  tind  that  General  ^lorgan  is  ordered  to  pnt.a 
heavy  force  on  the  repair  of  the  road  from  Battle  Creek  to  Jasper,  Avhieli  is  heavy 
work  over  the  long  road  axd  tif<eless  if  Rosrcrcnift  had  a  plan  for  opening  the  "short  line" 
to  Bridgeport. 

General  INIorgan  has  but  just  now  been  relieved  to  go  to  Andersons  Cross  Roads. 

Chattanooga,  October  11,  18G3. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Care  Major- General  Howard  : 
Collect  the  men  of  the  Third  Ohio  and  Eighteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  also  any  other 
regiments  or  detachments  not  belonging  to  General  Hooker's  commimd,  unite  them 
to  your  command,  and  proceed  with  the  whole  without  delay  to  Battle  (!reek. 
Repair  the  road  from  Battle  Creek  to  Jasper,  and  thence  in  the  direction  of  Chatta- 
nooga. Detail  fatigue  parties  and  employ  citizens  if  you  can  to  advantage,  and  provide 
material  for  a  bridge  over  the  Sequatchie  River  to  replace  the  one  burned.     *    *    * 

J.  A.  Garfield,  Brig.  Gen.,  Chief  of  Staff. 

A  report  is  here  given  to  show  the  condition  of  the  roads  and  animals: 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 
Andersons  Cross  Roads,  Tenn.,  October  IS,  186S. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

H'dq'rs  Depf.  of  the  Cumberland,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  road  up  the  mountain  is  in  good  order 
and  being  fa.st  improved.  I  have  relays  of  fatigue  men  at  each  beud  to  lift  u-agons. 
Am  using  all  my  tools  in  rejiairing  roadbed.  I  allow  no  trains  to  enter  after  5  p.  m., 
as  they  can  not  get  through  after  that  time  l)efore  dark,  and  have  no  jtroper 
camping  place  on  the  summit.  Teams  are  also  exhausted  at  that  hour  by  their  day's 
travel.     *    *    * 

Moccasin  Gap  was  on  the  line  from  Chattanooga  to  Browns  Ferry  and  the  river 
road  to  Jasper.  Bragg,  whose  plan  has  been  given  heretofore,  knew  that  it  was  vital 
to  him  to  hold  the  "short  line,"  which  was  reaUy  Jiis  campaign  agninst  Rosecrans. 
If  the  following  order  had  any  effect,  it  would  be  to  make  Bragg  pay  increased  atten- 
tion to  his  holding  of  Lookout  Valley,  and  thus  vastly  increase  the  chances  against 
Rosecrans' s  success,  either  by  a  movement  of  Hooker  or  a  movement  on  Lookout 
Valley,  or  both.     *    *    * 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  12,  18GS. 
Col.  D.  McCooK, 

Mouth  of  the  Chickamauga  : 
I  wish  to  send  a  party  back  toward  Moccasin  Gap  to  build  some  small  tires,  and 
some  smoke,  so  concealed  as  to  make  an  appearance  of  a  strong  reenforcement  con- 
cealed, and  keep  up  this  camp  till  further  orders.  You  understand  the  object.  I 
confide  in  your  intelligence  to  execute  the  order  successfully.  It  must  be  near  roads 
and  water. 

W.  S.  Rosecrans,  Major-Genend. 

Now  we  come  to  some  correspondence  bearing  upon  the  plan  which  Rosecrans 
seems  to  have  had  in  his  mind. 

It  must  be  kept  in  view  that  the  plan  which  Thomas  followed  with  success  was  to 
make  no  movement  from  Bridgeport  until  a  foothold  was  secured  in  Lookout  Valley,  lest 
the  movement  from  Bridgeport  shoMliX  fill  Lookout  Valley  with  hostile  troops  and  make 
the  capture  of  the  hills  at  Browns  Ferry  impossible.  The  correspondence  would  seem 
to  indicate  no  disposition  to  enter  Lookout  Valley,  for  the  contemplated  movements 
would,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  have  at  once  caused  the  enemy  to  take  steps 
to  check  Hooker;  and  yet  Rosecrans  specifies  tlie  ()bject  to  possess  the  river  to 
Chattanooga. 
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HEADQfARTERS    DEPARTMENT   OF   THE    CUMBERLAND, 

ChaUanooga,  October  12,  1863. 
Major-General  Hooker,  Stevenson: 

Can  you  have  a  column  of  one  division  to  move  up  to  Shellmound  and  push  an 
advance  brigade  to  Whitesides,  to  start  by  daylight  in  the  morning?  Tltey  can  take 
ten  days'  rations  m  haversack  and  knapsack.     Answer.     Any  news  from  cavalry? 

W.  S.  Rosecrans,  Major-General. 

Stevenson,  October  12,  1863—7.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Rosecrans: 

I  can  do  it,  but  only  with  infantry.  I  should  prefer  to  have  a  battery  to  accom- 
pany the  column,  but  as  the  horses  have  but  just  arrived  I  doubt  if  they  will  be  in 
readiness  that  early.     Not  a  syllable  from  the  cavalry  to-day. 

Joseph  Hooker, 
Major-  General  ( 'om  manding. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  12,  1863. 
Major-General  Hooker,  Stevenson: 

I  will  delay  the  order  till  your  batteries  are  ready.  Hasten  their  preparation  and 
report  when  ready.  The  object  is  to  get  possession  of  the  line  of  the  river  up  to  this 
place.     *    *    * 

W.  S.  Rosecrans,  Major-General. 

Rosecrans  has  now  a  new  plan,  which  is  to  move  a  dwmon  to  Shellmound  and  push 
an  advance  hrigade  to  Whitesides,  half  way  to  Chattanooga;  he  delays  orders  until 
batteries  are  ready,  and  directs  Hooker  to  hasten  preparations.  Such  a  move  as 
Rosecrans  proposed  on  the  12th,  to  send  one  division  to  Shellmound  and  one  hrigade 
from  there  to  Whitesides,  was  the  only  one  with  a  definite  plan  to  carr\'  out  a  defined 
purpose  that  the  "Official  Record"  of  the  war  gives.  It  was  entirely  in  the  direc- 
tion of  what  I  supposed  the  order  to  Hooker  of  October  1,  unaccompanied  by  instruc- 
tions to  the  Engineer  Department,  and  also  unaccompanied  by  any  instruction  to 
troops  to  cover  the  landing  of  the  engineers,  foreshadowed. 

I  have  no  disposition  to  claim  any  plan  but  that  which  was  followed,  which  Rose- 
crans, when  the  article  was  written  for  the  North  American  Review,  did  not  seem  to 
grasp.  It  was  the  little  principle  involved  that  gave  to  the  plan  any  vitality,  and  it 
would  have  been  abandoned  if  Thomas  had  followed  some  advice  given  him  and 
ordered  Hooker  to  move  the  day  before  Browns  Ferry  was  captured.  I  think  such  a 
plan,  as  well  as  that  outlined  by  Rosecrans  in  his  order  referred  to  here,  would  have 
been  a  failure,  attended  with  great  loss  of  life  and  loss  of  all  hojie. 

The  only  chance  of  success  lay  in  effecting  a  surprise  to  get  our  foothold  at  Browns 
Ferry,  and  that  was  only  made  possible  by  Longstreet's  utter  indifference,  as  is 
shown  by  the  reports. 

The  following  dispatch  is  given  because  it  was  evidently  deemed  of  great  Importance 
for  Hooker's  movements  as  well  as  those  of  Rosecrans.  While  that  is  not  apparent, 
it  may  be  positively  stated  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  the  followed  plan  for  ttie 
recapture  of  the  ' '  short  line. ' ' 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  12,  1863. 
Major-General  Hooker,  Stevenson: 

*  *  *  Push  Edwards  to  hasten  on  the  steamboat.  The  preparation  of  that  is  of 
primary  importance,  both  for  your  movements  and  mine. 

W.  S.  Rosecrans,  Major-General. 

Now  comes  the  explanation  by  Mr.  Dana  to  the  Secretary  (»f  War  as  to  Rosecrans' s 

plans  as  developed  thus  far: 

October  14 — 12  m. 

The  necessity  of  opening  the  river  being  thus  imperative.  General  Rosecrans  has 
ordered  Hooker  to  concentrate  his  troops  preparatory  to  seizing  the  passes  of  Raccoon 
Mountain  and  occupying  Shellmound,  and,  if  possible,  Lookout  Valley.  If  this  can 
be  done  we  shall  greatly  shorten  our  lines  of  wagon  transportation.  If  we  could  regain 
Lookout  Mountain  we  could  use  water  all  the  way.     *    *    * 
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Mr.  Dana  is  reporting  to  the  Secretary  of  "War  what  the  liopes  of  holding  Chatta- 
nooga are  as  he  learns  them  from  the  lips  of  Rosecrans.  He  gives  to  the  Secretary 
the  statement  that  Rosecrans  proposes  that  Hooker  shall  seize  the  jjasses  of  Raccoon 
Mountain  and  occupy  Shellmound,  and,  if  possible,  Lookout  Valley,  adding,  "If  we 
could  capture  Lookout  Mountain  we  covld  use  voter  all  the  way."  The  occupation  of 
Shellmound  did  not  solve  the  problem.  The  occupation  of  Lookout  Valley  and  the 
passes  did.  But  Rosecrans' s  intention  is  that  Hooker  shall  capture  Lookout  Vidley 
if  possible,  and  only  expresses,  not  a  hope,  but  a  statement  that  the  "cajiture  of 
Lookout  Mountain  would  give  us  the  river  all  the  M-ay."  Thomas  began  by  capturing 
Lookoid  Valley,  or  rather  making  it  untenable  l)y  the  enemy,  and  then  he  moved 
Hooker  and  gained  the  river  to  within  2J  miles  of  Chattanooga,  over  which  21-  miles 
a  road  of  gold  would  have  been  cheap  for  the  country. 

There  is  certainly  not  a  line  from  Rosecrans  or  Dana  with  reference  to  the  pro^iosed 
movement  akin  in  any  way  to  the  plan  by  which  Thomas  succeeded,  and  yet  we 
are  at  noon  of  October  14- 

The  following  circular,  from  its  tenor,  would  seem  to  show  that  Rosecrans  was  not 
looking  forward  to  retaking  his  short  line,  but  to  a  system  of  fortifications  requirmg 
but  a  portion  of  the  army  to  hold  the  place  while  the  remainder  fell  back  to  be 
nearer  the  base  of  supplies.  For  any  aggressive  movement  there  was  no  necessity 
for  any  such  strain  upon  the  nerves  or  energy  of  the  men  to  complete  the  interior 
defenses. 

Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  13,  1863. 

The  general  commanding  desires  to  return  his  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  of 
this  command  for  their  assiduity  and  energy  in  finishing  our  exterior  defensive 
works  to  completion. 

He  finds  it  necessary  to  ask  a  continuation  of  that  energy,  assiduity,  and  labor  to 
complete  the  interior  defenses  with  all  possible  dispatch;  the  highest  mterests  are  at 
stake  on  their  speedy  completion.  Let  every  nerve  be  strained  and  every  energy 
taxed  to  effect  the  object.  The  general  commanding  confidently  appeals  to  the 
commands  on  fatigue  duty  to  expedite  these  essential  labors. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Rosecrans: 

C.   GODDARD, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

On  the  14th  of  October,  as  appears  from  the  following  papers,  General  Rosecrans 
ordered  the  building  of  a  railroad  of  6  miles  in  length  to  shorten  the  road  over  the 
mountain,  which  would  have  taken  certainly  three  weeks  of  time,  while  the  army 
was  absolutely  starving,  and  at  that  time  four  days  would  have  captured  the  "short 
line"  by  Thomas's  method,  which  would  have  rendered  the  additional  railroad 
valueless. 

[First  indorsemeiit.] 

Headuuarteks  Eleventh  Corps, 

October  l.j,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

I  don't  know  how  depejident  the  army  at  Chattanooga  is  upon  the  present  line  for  supply, 
but  I  think  the  railroad  might  be  extended  so  as  to  save  wagon  transportation  for  at 
least  6  miles  with  very  little  expense.  I  forward  the  quartermaster's  rejiort  for  the 
general's  information. 

O.  O.  Howard,  Major-General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

October  14,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  and  instructions  thereon  of  the  major- 
general  commanding  department. 

Joseph  Hooker,  Major- General. 


[Third  indorsement.] 
The  road  to  Ije  Ijegun  at  once. 


W.  S.  R. 
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General  Howard,  at  least,  had  never  been  informed  of  the  condition  of  the  army  at 
Chattanooga  or  of  any  plan  for  the  recovery  of  the  short  line,  and  yet  he  was  in  thf 
advance  from  Bridgeport  and  had  built  the  bridge  there. 

The  difficulties  are  increasing  on  the  road,  and  yet  General  Rosecrans  looks  to  the 
road  over  the  mountain  rather  than  to  a  capture  of  the  "short  line"  by  any  plan  yet 
devised  by  him. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

CImttanooga,  October  14,  1863 — 10  p.  m 
Major-General  Howard,  Bridgeport: 

Rains  will  render  a  pontoon  bridge  necessary  across  the  Sequatchie  near  Jasper. 
Please  inquire  at  once  if  there  be  spare  pontonier  force  and  wagons  at  your  post  to 
send  to  Battle  Creek,  haul  the  materials  from  thence,  and,  aided  by  General  Morgan's 
men,  put  up  the  structure.     Answer. 

'     ^V.  S.  Roseckans,  Major-General. 

the  reply. 

Headquarters  Eleventh  Corps,  < 

October  15,  1S63—1.15  a.m. 
Major-General  Rosecrans. 

General:  Your  dispatch  received.  Have  ordered  boats  to  proceed  without  delay 
by  river,  and  wagons  by  land,  to  Battle  C^reek,  there  to  load. 

0.  0.  Howard,  Major-General. 

Howard's  efforts  are  given  in  the  following  report: 

Headquarters  Eleventh  Corps, 

October  16,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Garfield,  Chief  of  Staff :  • 

The  pontoons  wore  taken  to  Battle  Creek  without  difficulty  l^y  water,  but  the  pon- 
toon wagons  loaded  with  the  i»lanking  took  all  day  yesterdaj'  to  get  through.  The 
wa,ler  rose  2  feet  and  more  in  the  l)ottom,  rendering  about  a  mile  of  the  road  almost 
impaesable.  It  has  now  subsided,  and  the  trains  are  passing.  I  have  put  on  as  nuich 
force  as  I  can  work  corduroying  the  road.  The  timber  is  very  large,  and  must  be 
cut  and  split  into  slaljs.  The  boat  was  rescued  from  the  high  water  and  raised  on 
llatboats,  so  that  work  now  goes  on  without  interruption. 

O.  O.  Howard,  Major-General. 
(Copy  to  General  Hooker. ) 

On  the  same  day  Garfield,  en  route  for  Washington  with  the  report  of  the  l)attle  of 
Chickamauga,  reports  on  the  condition  of  a  part  of  the  short  road  from  Jasper: 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-first  Kentucky  Volunteers, 
On  Waldens  Ridge,  6  miles  from  Andersonti,  October  16,  1863. 
[Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecrans:] 

*  *  *  I  learned  on  the  way  that  the  rebels  are  clearing  away  the  ground  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  at  the  Narrov.-s,  to  plant  a  battery.  If  they  do  this  the 
Haley  road  will  be  of  no  further  use,  day  or  night,  till  the  peninsula  is  cleared  of 
rebels.  The  creek  just  ahead  of  us  was  6  feet  deep  last  night  when  we  arrived,  but 
we  can  cross  it  now.  I  have  directed  Colonel  Price  to  bridge  it.  It  only  needs  a 
bridge  30  feet  long,  which  can  be  made  in  a  day.     *    *    * 

The  situation  on  the  16th  at  12  m.  is  given  by  the  following  disitatch  t(j  the  Secre- 
tary of  War: 

Nothing  can  prevent  the  retreat  of  the  army  from  this  place  within  a  fortnight, 
and  with  a  vast  loss  of  public  property  and  possibly  of  life,  except  the  opening  of  the 
river.  General  Hooker  has  been  ordered  to  prepare  for  this,  but  Rosecrans  thinks 
he  can  not  move  till  his  transportation  arrives  from  Nashville,  from  which  place  it 
marched  on  the  8th.  It  should  have  been  in  Bridgeport  on  the  14th,  but  is  not  yet 
reported.  The  telegraph  between  there  and  here  is  1)roken,  however,  and  it  now 
requires  ten  to  twelve  hours  for  couriers  to  make  the  distance. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  difficulties  General  Rosecrans  seems  to  be  insensible  to 
the  impending  danger,  and  dawdles  with  trifles  in  a  manner  which  can  scarcely  be 
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imagined.  Having  completed  his  report,  whicli  he  pent  off  for  Wasliington  by  Gen- 
eral Gartield  j'csterday,  he  is  now  much  oceui)ied  irith  the  viap  offhe  buttlcjirld  and 
with  the  topogrnplij/  oftlir  coimtri/  hcturen  here  and  Biirnsidi's  loin'r po.^ts.  IMo^-t  prob- 
ably the  enemy  contenii)Iates  crossing  in  that  region,  but  we  are  no  longer  able  to 
pursue  him,  hardly  to  strike  a  sudden  blow  at  his  tlank  Itefore  he  shall  have  crushed 
Burnside.  Meauwliile,  with  plenty  of  zealous  and  energetic  ofticcrs  n-ady  to  do 
whatever  can  l)e  done,  all  this  precious  time  is  lost  Ix'cause  our  dazed  and  mazy  com- 
mander can  not  perceive  the  catastro])he  that  is  close  upon  us  mtrjii:  ///.s'  viiiid  upmi 
i/ic  Dicaiis  of  jjreventing  it.  I  never  saw  anything  which  seemed  so  lamentable  and 
hopeless. 

A  rebel  officer  last  evening  shcjuted  to  one  of  our  pickets  that  Bragg  had  been 
relieved  and  either  Johnston  or  Longstreet  put  in  his  place. 

Reports  from  our  cavalry,  which  Rosei-rans  will  forward  to-day,  make  the  rebel 
loss  in  the  recent  raid  2,000  men  and  5  guns.  Thirty-eight  men  captured  v:  our  uni- 
form were  summarily  executed.     Nothing  heard  from  forces  of  Sherman. 

[C.  A.  Uana.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

^Secretary  of  War.'] 

On  the  same  day,  four  hours  later,  th(!  following  report  is  made; 

Chattanooga,  October  16 — 4  P-  m. 

I  have  just  had  a  full  conversation  witii  General  Rosecrans  upon  the  situation.  He 
says  the  possession  of  the  river  as  far  up  as  the  head  of  Williams  Ishmd  at  least,  is 
?i.vii('qnanou  to  the  holding  of  Chattanooga,  but  that  it  is  imjiossilile  for  him  to 
make  any  movement  toward  gaining  such  possession  mitil  General  Hooker's  troops 
are  concentrated  and  his  transportation  gets  up.  Hooker's  troops  are  now  scattered 
along  the  line  of  the  railroad  and  can  not  be  got  together  before  next  Wednesday. 
The  wagons  must  all  have  arrived  by  that  time,  and  */  the  enemy  does  not  interfere 
sooner,  the  movement  upon  Raccoon  INIountain  and  Lookout  Valley  may  then  be 
attemjited.  I{(>secran-'<,  hoirever,  expects  that  as  soon  as  the  vh'atlier  iriU  allow  the  enemy 
irUl  cross  the  river  in  force  on  our  left,  and  then  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  fight  a 
battle  or  else  to  retreat  from  here  and  attempt  to  hold  the  line  of  the  Cumberland 
IMountains.     *     *     * 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  dispatch  that  Rosecrans  had  faced  the  possibility 
of  being  obliged  to  hold  the  line  of  the  Cumberland  IMountains,  ('.  e.,  to  give  up 
Chattanooga.  Now,  on  the  16th  of  October  Rosecrans  could  not  have  retreated 
over  Waldens  Ridge,  nor  could  he  have  moved  far  to  fight  a  battle  outside  of  his 
lines.  His  men  were  too  weak  for  a  lengthened  march  and  a  battle.  He  had  no  horses 
for  his  artillery  nor  draft  animals  of  any  kind  for  his  ammunition.  Under  the  idea 
of  a  crossing  by  Bragg  to  the  northward,  which  idea  Bragg  repudiates,  the  only  pos- 
sible ^vay  for  Rosecrans  to  get  the  short  line  of  march  to  head  Bragg  off  was  by 
Bridgeport,  to  turn  the  south  fiank  of  the  Great  Cumberland  Plateau.  This  required 
the  reopening  of  the  "short  line,"  which,  from  the  account  of  Mr.  Dana,  was  not  in 
the  thoughts  of  General  Rosecrans. 

On  the  same  day,  one  and  one-half  hours  after  Mr.  Dana's  report,  Rosecrans  utters 
the  following  wail  to  Halleck,  in  which  there  is  no  hope  of  a  reopening  of  the  "short 
line"  nor  any  outlook  of  promise  within  the  limits  of  human  jirobability.  AVhen 
the  disjiatch  of  5.30  of  the  16th  of  October  was  sent  there  was  in  Rosecrans's  mind  no 
plan  for  opening  the  "short  line"  to  Bridgeport: 

******* 

The  enemy  will  probably  operate  on  our  left  flank,  either  to  cross  the  river  and 
force  us  to  quit  this  place  and  light  them  or  lose  our  communications.  They  will 
thus  separate  us  from  Burnside.  We  can  not  feed  Hooker's  troops  on  oar  right,  nor  can 
v.v  spare  them  subsistence  from  our  left  depots  and  communications,  nor  Jnis  he  trans/xirta- 
tion  to  move.  The  rains  have  raised  the  river  and  interrupted  our  pcjntoon  bridges. 
The  roads  are  very  heavy.  Our  future  is  not  bright.  Had  we  tlu!  railroad  from  iicre 
to  Bridgeport,  and  the  whole  of  Sherman's  and  Hooker's  trooj)S  brought  up,  ire 
should  not  probably  outnundier  the  enemy.  This  army,  with  its  back  to  barren  moun- 
tains, roads  narrow  and  difficult,  while  the  enemy  has  the  railroad  and  the  corn  in 
his  rear,  is  at  much  disadvantage.  To  secure  this  position,  at  least  McMinnville 
should  be  made  a  strong  fortilied  depot,  Kingston  the  same,  and  for  ulterior  opera- 
tions twenty  thousand  or  more  troops  put  in  Tennessee  at  easy  points  to  cover  the 
railroad  and  subsist  until  called  tu  the  front. 


80 

Meigs's  ideas  at  8  p.  m.  of  that  date  are  given  as  follows: 

Louisville,  October  16,  1863— 8  j)-  m. 

(Received  9  a.  m.,  17th.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

*  *  *  The  rebel  cavalry,  General  Hooker  informed  me  at  Stevenson,  had  been 
attacked  a  second  time  and  dispersed  into  small  parties.  If  this  be  so,  the  Twelfth 
Corps  can  be  called  forward  by  General  Rosecrans.  It  appears  to  me  of  vital  impor- 
tance that  he  get  possession  of  the  river,  at  least  as  far  as  the  rebel  batteries  on  Look- 
out Mountain  will  permit  him  to  use  it — that  is,  either  to  5  or  6  miles  of  Chattanooga — 
to  repair  the  roads  over  Waldens  Ridge,  so  as  to  make  it  possible  to  throw  full 
supplies  of  rations  and  forage  into  Chattanooga  by  wagon  trains.  It  vill  require  much 
vjork  and  more  time  than  I  fear  can  he  spared.  This  labor  must  be  performed  by  the 
troops.  The  roads  from  Bridgeport  to  Battle  Creek  will,  after  the  rains,  be  almost 
impassable.  It  was  very  bad  when  I  came  through.  I  will  send  forward  tools,  and 
urge  upon  the  generals  commanding  the  importance  of  straining  every  nerve  upon 
this  work.     The  trooj^s  must  do  the  work. 

M.  C.  Meigs,  Quartermaster-General. 

General  Meigs  at  the  same  time,  October  16,  8  p.  m.,  took  the  responsibility  of 
going  over  the  head  of  Rosecrans  and  telegraphing  to  General  Hooker,  not  with  refer- 
ence to  securing  any  "short  line,"  the  plan  for  which  he  would  have  known  had  it 
then  been  developed  in  Rosecrans' s  mind,  but  for  the  making  of  the  route  by  Jasper 
practicable  for  the  supply  of  enough  of  rations  to  maintain  a  starving  army.  The 
dispatch  would  leave  the  inference  that  help  must  come  from  the  subordinates. 

Major-General  Hooker: 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  a  corduroy  road  be  made  to  beyond  Battle 
Creek  in  direction  of  Jasper,  with  a  good  bridge  over  Battle  Creek.  Twenty-five 
hundred  each  of  picks,  spades,  and  axes  went  to  Stevenson  a  week  ago,  yet  General 
Howard  had,  when  I  saw  him,  tools  only  for  300  men.  Please  send  them  forward. 
I  have  ordered  more  tools  to  be  sent  from  Nashville.  I  think  the  road  should  be  so 
located  that  a  covered  way  or  epaulement  may  be  thrown  up  to  protect  it  from  the 
enemy  across  the  Tennessee  where  it  is  near  the  river.  A  large  body  of  troops,  with 
tools  for  both  earth  and  rock  work,  ought  to  be  set  to  work  immediately  on  the  ascent 
and  descent  of  Waldens  Ridge.  This  is  essential  to  supplying  the  army  by  that 
route.  As  the  road  is,  after  these  rains,  the  supply  over  it  will  be  impossible.  Forage 
depots  and  posts  to  rest  and  feed  mules  should  be  established  at  the  base  of  the  moun- 
tain on  each  side.  Teams  too  weak  to  climb  the  mountain  could  haul  forage  to  these 
points.  I  shall  work  here  to-morrow  and  then  return  to  Nashville,  and  will  prob- 
ably be  in  Stevenson  in  a  few  days.  If  the  rebel  cavalry  is  dispersed,  can  you  not 
call  forward  the  Twelfth  Corps? 

M.  C.  MeictS,  Quartermaster-General. 

General  Garfield  gives  a  picture  of  the  road  near  Battle  Creek  on  his  trip  to  Steven- 
son in  the  following  disjiatches: 

Headquarters  LTnited  States  Forces, 
Battle  Creek,  Tenn.,  October  17,  1863— 9.30  a.m. 
[General  Rosecrans.] 

My  Dear  General:  Have  just  arrived  here.  Encamped  last  night  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Little  Sequatchie,  which  was  too  high  to  be  forded  till  this  morning.  We 
came  over  with  the  ambulance  at  6  o'clock.  Trains  are  waiting  on  l>oth  sides  of  the 
crossing.  Empty  trains  can  cross  now;  loaded  ones  by  2  p.  m.  We  passed  three 
empty  trains,  of  100  wagons  in  all,  since  we  left  Andersons,  and  met  the  same  num- 
ber of  trains,  in  all  175  wagons,  loaded  with  forage  and  rations. 

The  pontoon  bridge  across  the  Sequatchie  at  Jasper  will  be  done  by  noon  to-day. 
There  is  a  good  pontoon  bridge  across  Battle  Creek  here.  General  Morgan  is  doing 
as  well  on  the  road  as  he  can  with  his  scant  supply  of  tools.  He  has  failed  to  get 
them  either  from  Bridgeport  or  Stevenson  and  has  sent  to  Nashville.  The  trains  on 
the  road  are  being  pushed  forward  with  energy.  I  think  you  will  make  a  decided 
gain  by  establishing  a  feeding  station  for  the  animals  on  Waldens  Ridge,  under  charge 
of  Colonel  Price,  Twenty-first  Kentucky  Volunteers.  Every  train  must  halt  there 
long  enough  for  one  feed  and  half  the  trains  must  stop»there  over  night.  By  leaving 
forage  there  it  will  sa\e  hauling  it  to  Chattanooga  and  back.     There  is  no  forage  at 
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all  on  the  mountain.  Another  temporary  forage  depot  somewhere  in  Sequatchie 
Valley — say  halfway  V)etween  Andersons  and  Jasper — and  another  here  will  be  of 
great 'service.  Half  (he  muleswe  suwuntfie  mountain  had  wAJiukj  to  eatand  were  looking 
very  had. 

■  *  *■  *  *  *  *  * 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  Garfield, 

Brigadier-General  of  Voluntrert^. 

Stevenson,  October  17,  1863 — 8  )>.  ni. 
Major-General  Rosecrans: 

1  reached  Bridgeport  at  1  p.  ra. ,  called  on  General  Howard,  and  found  a  large  detach- 
ment of  his  men  at  work  corduroying  the  road  to  Battle  Creek.  1  met  I\Ir.  Stanton, 
who  has  made  careful  examination  of  the  grading  lietweeu  Bridgeport  and  Jasper. 
He  says  there  are  nearly  ties  enough  for  the  track,  and  with  a  sufficient  force  properly 
distributed  he  can  complete  a  tramway  in  five  or  six  days.  1  am  satisfied  it  will  be 
of  great  service  to  complete  it  at  once. 

I  called  on  Captains  Pxlwards  and  Dudley.  The  steamboat  will  be  finished  next 
week.  The  railroad  bridge  at  Bridgeport  is  getting  on  well.  Two  spans  are  up  and 
the  trestles  nearly  all  up.  The  rest  of  the  bridge,  I  should  think,  could  be  completed 
in  one  week.     *    *    * 

From  these  it  would  appear  that  so  late  as  October  17  at  1  p.  m.  ( Jeneral  Howard 
was  at  work  on  the  route  by  Jasper  and  there  was  no  hint  of  any  movement  by 
Bridgeport  across  the  Tennessee. 

On  the  17th  of  October  Rosecrans  has  ordered  a  work  begun  on  the  "long  haul," 
the  execution  of  which  would  have  outlasted  the  staying  qualities  of  the  Army  of  the 

Cumberland. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  17,  1863. 
Col.  W.  P.  Innes,  Nashville: 

The  general  commanding  has  determined  to  put  the  railroad  from  Bridgeport  to 
Jasper,  12  miles,  in  running  order.  The  road  is  graded  for  that  distance,  and  General 
Hooker  has  been  directed  to  put  it  in  order  and  have  the  ties  cut,  connnencing  at 
Bridgeport  end.  The  general  directs  you  to  provide  track  and  track  layers  as  soon 
as  General  Hooker  is  ready  for  them  and  push  the  road  to  completion  as  soon  as 
l)0ssible. 

There  is  a  bridge  to  be  built  at  Battle  Creek  and  a  small  one,  some  30  feet  long, 
between  there  and  Bridgeport.  Communicate  with  General  Hooker  in  regard  to  the 
road  and  give  him  every  assistance  in  your  power. 

C.   GODDARD, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  17 ,  1863 — lOji.ni. 
Major-General  Hooker: 

If  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  cross  the  Tennessee  in  force  above  us,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  your  command  to  come  up.  The  general  commanding  directs  you  to 
make  such  preliminary  preparations  as  will  enable  you  to  move  promptly  and  effec- 
tually. To  this  end  the  Twelfth  Corps  ought  to  be  as  far  down  as  is  consistent  with 
the  protection  of  the  exposed  points  of  the  railroad.  The  presence  of  our  cavalry  in 
the  direction  of  Athens,  as  directed  in  the  order  to  General  Mitc;hell  sent  to  your 
care,  will  secure  us  against  heavy  raids  in  the  direction  of  the  lower  valley  of  the 
Tennessee. 

Your  artillery  will  not  be  indispensable,  since  ice  have  16  reserve  batteries  icliich 
v:e  can  not  keep  equipped  for  u-ant  of  horse  feed.  The  horses  will  be  sent  up  the  valley 
soon  if  we  do  not  get  forage. 

If  Sherman  comes  in  from  Huntsville,  the  general  commanding  will  be  al)le  to 
concentrate  and  move  your  entire  strength  at  once,  according  to  circumstances.  We 
must  have  the  river,  and  that  soon.  He  desires  you  to  .send  scouts  to  ol)tain  news 
from  Sherman  and  to  direct  Cieneral  Crook  to  do  so  also.  Generals  Mitchell  and 
Crook  must  keep  open  communication  with  you  and  carry  out  tlie  orders  for  foraging. 
The  general  commanding  desires  careful  estimates  of  the  available  forage  in  the 
country  where  they  are. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  C.  (ioddard, 

Lieutenant -('olonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

20002—01 6 
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Now,  if  Bragg  had  moved  to  tiirn  the  left  flank  of  Kosecrans,  Hooker  could  have 
joined  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  via  the  short,  line  in  less  than  one-third  the  time 
it  would  have  taken  to  go  by  the  Jasper  route,  l)ut  Rosecrans  does  not  hint  at  the 
"short  route"  in  the  directions  to  Hooker  of  10  p.  m.,  October  17. 

Halleck  seems  to  have  waked  up  to  the  trouble  and  the  cause  of  it,  as  is  evinced  by 
his  dispatch  to  follow: 

Washington,  Octoher  18,  1863—10.40  a.  m. 

(Received  11  a.  m.,  19th.) 
Majoj--General  Rosecrans, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.: 

Every  available  man  has  been  sent  to  assist  you.  As  fast  as  cavalry  can  be  organ- 
ized and  equipped  it  will  be  sent  forward.  Bvt  you  already  have  more  men  andanimals 
than  yon,  can  feed.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  Sherman  was  directed  to  open  a  line  on 
the  Tennessee  River  to  Athens.  At  last  advices  he  had  reached  Bear  Creek  and 
would  probably  cross  the  river  at  Eastport  or  Florence.  He  has  already  drawn  a 
large  force  of  the  enemy  against  his  line,  thus  effecting  a  diversion  in  your  favor. 
Why  give  up  to  the  enemj/ tJie  pasfifs  of  Lool-out  Monntainf  By  holding  tliem  can  you 
not  cover  your  railroad  and  river  communications  with  Bridgeport?  Would  it  not  be 
best  to  regain  them,  even  at  a  heavy  cost? 

H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief. 

On  that  day  Rosecrans  sends  to  Halleck  this  dispatch : 

Chattanooga,  October  18,  186.) — 7.30  p.  m. 

(Received  11.35  p.  m.,  l!)th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief: 

Enemy  in  front.  Rumor  of  his  mo\dng  a  corps  up  as  if  to  cross  at  Washington. 
River  at  a  stand.  Our  pontoon  bridge  restored.  Boats  [for]  a  second  under  way. 
Roads  horrid.  Forage  and  animals  failing,  (ireat  efforts  making  to  supply  deficien- 
cies. Rumored  fighting  of  (xeneral  Burnside's  command,  60  miles  north  of  Knox- 
ville.     Weather  unsettled.     No  news  from  Sherman. 

W.  S.  RosECKANs,  Major- General. 

No  hope  expressed  of  opening  the  ' '  short  line, "  or  of  intention  to  make  the  effort. 

Amid  the  wail  of  the  above  telegram  it  is  necessary  to  call  attention  to  the  state- 
ment ' '  Our  pontoon  bridge  restored.  Boats  for  a  second  under  way;  "  and  to  recollect 
that  this  was  made  at  7.30  p.  m.  of  the  18th  of  October.^ 

On  this  same  day  Rosecrans  says  to  Hooker: 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  18,  1863. 
INIajor-General  Hooker,  Stevenson: 

It  will  be  necessary  to  make  extraordinary  efforts  to  get  the  road  passable  from 
Bridgeport  to  Ja.'iper.  Also  to  have  rations  thrown  into  Stevenson  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible.    It  mill  require  almost  superhuman  efforts  to  srustain  tis  here. 

That  .steamboat  7nust  be  got  ready,  so  that  ve  can  freight  to  Shellmound,  and  thus  shorten 
our  vxtgon  transportation.  This  will  require  us  to  hold  both  sides  of  the  river  and  for- 
tify, but  make  our  depot  on  this  side.  I  must  confide  the  pushing  up  of  the  repairs 
to  the  wagon  roads  and  seeing  that  our  supplies  are  brought  forward  to  your  care,  as 
the  remoteness  of  our  position  and  the  necessity  of  the  active  authority  and  interven- 
tion of  officers  of  high  rank  are  absolutely  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  our  army. 

W.  S.  Rosecrans,  Major- General. 

A  positive  statement  there  of  a  hoj^e  only  to  open  the  river  to  Shellmound,  fortifying 
on  both  sides,  and  this  dispatch  sent  the  day  before  Rosecrans  turned  over  the  com- 
mand, demanded  "extraordinary  efforts"  on  the  wagon  road  from  Bridgeport  to 
Jasjwr — the  old  road  which  starved  the  animals  and  carried  only  a  percentage  of  food 
to  the  soldiers.  Rosecrans  states  that  "it  will  require  almost  superliuman  efforts  to 
sustain  us  here."     In  less  than  ten  days  the  river  was  ours,  with  a  loss  of  less  than 

^This  "second  bridge"  refers,  of  course,  to  one  for  Chattanooga,  which  was  a  mili- 
tary necessity,  as  one  bridge  was  not  enough  to  do  the  work  re(iuired,  and  that 
broken  left  the  army  witli  its  back  to  an  impassable  stream.  This  seccjnd  ])ridge  was 
therefore  the  first  thing  for  Thomas  to  consider  and  order  on  assuming  command. 
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ten  men.  C'ould  Rosecrans  have  written  that  dispatch  with  th(i  successful  plan  in 
his  mind?  The  Shellmound  project  would  have  allowed  the  use  of  the  railroad  (when 
repaired)  to  Shellmound.  (The  holding  of  Shellmound  and  I)otli  sides  of  the  river 
did  not,  however,  lessen  the  difRctilties  sufficiently  to  allow  the  army  to  recover  and 
supi)ort  itself  at  Chattanooga,  and  Rosecrans  in  this  dispatch  to  Hooker,  dated  Octo- 
ber 18,  almost  throws  himself  into  the  arms  of  Hooker  to  ask  his  aid.)  The  stibjoined 
telegram  from  Howard  shows  that  he  had  not  heard  of  the  carefully  developed  plan 
confided  to  Generals  Thomas  and  Conlton,  and  was  not  aware  of  the  straits  to  which 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was  reduced. 

BRIDC4EPORT,  October  19,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith, 

Chief  Engineer,  Department  of  the  Cumberland: 
Shall  I  commence  to  build  a  bridgehead  for  the  railroad  bridge  at  tliis  point,  which 
will  take  250  men  thirty  days  to  complete? 

O.  0.  Howard,  Major-General. 

On  the  morning  on  which  I  have  stated  that  I  made  the  reconnoissance  of  Raccoon 
Mountain  by  myself,  Rosecrans  sent  to  Thomas  to  say: 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  19,  1863. 
Major-General  TnoirAS, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Army  On'pi^. 
(tENEkal:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  notify  you  that  he  had  started  to 
reconnoiter  the  other  side  of  the  river  and  would  probably  be  gone  some  hours.     He 
wishes  you  to  take  command  in  the  meantime. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  R.  S.  Thoms, 

CajHain  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

Had  the  plan  for  reopening  the  short  line  been  thoroughly  elaborated  and  explained 
to  others,  myself  among  them,  why  was  such  a  reconnoissance  needed  so  late  as  the 
19th  of  October? 

To  examine  Raccoon  Mountain  for  positions — yes;  but  for  the  other  plan,  conceived 
a.'*  stated,  liefore  October  2 — no.  Nearly  two  hours  after  acknou'ledging  receipt  of  order 
relienng  him  from  duty  Rosecrans  sent  the  following  telegram: 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  10,  1S6S — S  p.  m. 

(Received  2.30  a.  m.,  20th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Ch  ief: 
Your  dispatch  of  the  18th  received.  Sherman's  movement  will  operate  favorably, 
and  the  cavalry  force  will  be  timely.  Lookout  was  given  up  temj)orarily  because 
we  could  not  then  safely  hold  it.  It  was  isolated  from  us  by  <Ustance  and'the  defile 
of  Chattanooga  Creek.  We  expect  to  retake  it  as  soon  as  we  are  prei)ared  to  hold  it. 
Tliut  could  lie  done  only  when  the  railroad  being  secured,  the  depots  replenished,  and 
Hooker's  transportation  provided.      Without  that  he  can  not  submt  in  a  suitable  position. 

W.  S.  Rosecrans,  Major-General. 

A  dispatch  sent  at  such  a  time,  which  was  imnecessary  except  for  self  justification, 
woul<l  naturally  have  contained  his  best  hopes  and  last  plans  for  recovering  his  lost  line. 

Theplanexposed,  then,  is  to  retake  "Lookout,"  which  "was  given  up  temporarily." 
This  certainly  was  not  the  plan  adopted  by  Thomas,  and  was  an  impossibiUty  before 
the  arrival  of  Sherman's  army.  The  army  might  have  held  out  three  weeks.  When 
does  Rosecrans,  in  this  final  dispatch,  say  the  short  line  could  be  recovered? 

When  the  railroad  being  secured,  the  depots  replenished,  and  JlooJcer's  transporta- 
tion provided.      Without  that  he  can.  not  suLsiM  in.  a  suitable  position. 

In  less  than  eight  days  from  the  hbur  of  sending  that  dispatch  the  river  was  ours 
without  any  of  those  conditions,  and  therefore  by  following  no  plan  of  Rosecrans.^ 

^Rosecrans  says  Lookout  Mountain  cannot  be  taken  until  Hcjoker's  transportation 
is  furnished.  Dana  says  that  Thomas's  jilan  was  such  that  he  would  not  allow 
Hooker  to  take  wagons.  Could  two  jilans  be  even  similar  with  such  a  difference  in 
one  condition. 
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In  this  record  is  there  any  evidence  of  on// ^^kn  developed  l)y  Rosecrans?  That 
he  had  given  certain  orders  is  true;  but  no  order  looked  to  anything  like  a  precise 
plan.  Rosecrans  could  not  have  carried  out  the  plan  adopted  by  Thomas  without 
some  orders  or  conference  with  the  engineer  department,  and  there  is  not  a  line  hint- 
ing at  any  cooperation  by  the  engineers.  In  no  way,  shape,  or  manner,  by  written 
or  spoken  word,  did  he  ever  intimate  to  me  that  a  bridge  would  be  needed  for  con- 
nection with  Lookout  Valley. 

I  have  explained  the  exjiression  in  my  report,  and  that  expression  looks  forward  to 
anything  but  the  occupation  of  Lookout  Valley. 

Eosecrans  has  placed  great  stress  upon  Thomas's  assertion  in  his  report,  which  will 
be  given  further  on. 

Thomas  could  only  have  had  reference  to  the  order  for  Hooker  to  be  ready  to  cross 
the  river.  Thomas  had  never  heard  from  Rosecrans  of  the  jilan  which  he  adopted, 
for  his  first  order  to  me  was  to  use  my  boats  in  a  second  bridge,  and  Rosecrans's  dis- 
patch of  Odoher  18,  7.30  j^-  m-,  says:  "Our  pontoon  bridge  restored.  Boats  for  a 
second  under  way.'' ^  There  were,  therefore,  no  boats  being  built  for  Browns  Ferry, 
and  General  Thoinas  was  in  error  in  his  statement  in  his  report.  He  ordered  those 
boats  to  be  used,  as  intended  by  Rosecrans,  for  a  second  bridge  at  Chattanooga.  He 
had  to  be  talked  to  and  convinced  that  the  plan  was  feasible  before  he  consented  to 
it,  and  it  is  preposterous  to  suppose  that,  having  learned  of  such  a  plan  from  Rosecrans, 
he  should  assert  that  to  me  belonged  the  credit  for  the  ingenuity  ichich  conceived  and 
the  ability  which  executed  the  plan. 

Thomas's  report,  November  7. 


Preliminary  steps  had  already  been  taken  to  execute  this  vitally  important  move- 
ment before  the  command  of  the  department  devolved  on  me.  The  bridge  irhich  it 
uns  necessary  to  tliroir  ((cro.^s  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry  t(  >  gain  possession  of  the  northern 
end  of  Lookout  Valley  and  open  communication  vnth  Bridgeport  by  road  and  nver  was 
nearly  completed.  * 

On  the  2;M  orders  were  sent  to  General  Hooker  to  concentrate  the  Eleventh  Corps 
and  one  division  of  the  Twelfth  at  Bridgeport,  informing  him  at  the  same  time  what 
his  forc^  was  expected  to  accomplish,  and  that  a  force  from  this  ]>lace  would  cooperate 
with  him  by  establishing  a  bridge  across  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry  and  seizing  the 
heights  on  the  south  or  Lookout  Valley  side,  thus  giving  him  an  open  road  to  Chattanooga 
when  his  forces  should  arrive.     *     *     * 

It  now  remains  only  to  take  up  the  statement  of  Rosecrans  in  his  paper  published 
in  the  North  American  Review  for  December,  1885,  which  was  written  twenty-two 
years  after  the  events,  and  which  has  for  corroboration  only  the  extract  from  the 
report  of  Thomas  quoted  above. 

To  answer  this  paper  is  a  different  matter  from  the  analysis  of  telegrams  and  reports, 
for  it  leads  to  a  direct  conflict  of  statement. 

General  Rosecrans,  in  the  paper  to  which  I  have  referred,  says: 

I  had  been  working  with  indefatigable  energy  to  get  ready  the  pontoons  and  mate- 
rial for  a  third  pontoon  bridge,  which  was  indispensable  for  securing  and  holding  con- 
trol of  the  south  side  of  the  river  from  Bridgeport  to  Chattanooga. 

On  the  5th  of  Octol)er  at  8  p.  m.  Meigs  reports  watching,  on  that  morning,  the  lay- 
ing of  the  pontoon  bridge,  which  "will,  I  think,  be  completed  early  to-morrow.  *  *  * 
A  ferry  rope,  and  flatboat  and  a  steamboat  *  *  *  afford  the  means  of  crossing  at 
present."  This  was  then  the  first  bridge,  commenced  tiro  days  after  my  assignment  to 
duty.  October  6,  General  Morton,  commanding  Pioneer  Brigade,  reports  to  me  that 
forty  boats  are  in  the  bridge,  "which  will  be  completed  to-night  unless  the  number  of 
boats  is  found  to  be  insufficieid."  There  was  evidently  at  that  time  no  question  of  a 
second  bridge,  and  much  less  of  a  third. 

'See  Rosecrans's  dispatch  to  Halleck  of  October  18  with  reference  to  .scro/u^ bridge. 
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General  ]\Iorton  reports  on  the  liridge: 

Headquarters  Pioneer  Brigade, 

Chattanooga,  Term.,  October  If),  ItS'fiS. 
Brigadier-General  Smith, 

Chief  Engineer  Department  of  the  Cnmher/and. 
General:  The  ofticer  in  ehiirge  of  the  bridge  reports  great  quantities  of  driftwood 
against  (7;  enough,  in  his  opinion,  to  carry  it  away.     I  will  proceed  immediately  to 
the  bridge  and  see  that  everything  is  done  to  cut  away  the  drift  if  possible.     I  would 
like  to  have  instructions. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  J.  St.  C.  Morton, 

Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 

I  have  stated  that  as  late  as  the  19th  of  October  there  was  bid  one  pontoon  bridge  con- 
necting Chattanooga  with  the  right  bank  of  the  Tennessee  River.  The  above  dis- 
patch from  General  Morton,  commanding  Pioneer  Brigade,  makes  the  statement 
good  until  the  15th  of  the  month. 

A  dispatch  from  Rosecrans,  already  quoted  and  dated' Odo6er  IS,  7.30 p.  m.,  says: 
"Our  pontoon  bridge  restored.  Boats  for  a  second  under  way;"  and  yet  Rosecrans,  in  his 
paper,  asserts  "  while  completing  the  first  tivo  bridges  Gen.  William  F.  Smith  arrived, 
and  was  assigned  to  duty  as  chief  engineer."  A  reference  to  the  cjuoted  order  will 
show  October  3  as  the  date  of  my  assignment.  General  Roseerans's  statement  is  at 
variance  with  those  of  Meigs  and  Morton  and  with  his  dispatch  of  the  18th  of  October. 

Quoting  again : 

Hooker  was  advised  that  as  soon  as  his  wagon  trains  could  be  ready  to  move  he 
would  be  ordered  to  cross  the  river  at  Bridgeport  and  follow  the  line  of  the  road  up 
to  the  vicinity  of  Wauhatchie.  He  was  to  l)e  put  in  connection  with  the  rest  of  the 
army  by  a  pontoon  bridge  across  the  Tennessee  River  at  or  near  Browns  Ferry,  so 
that  in  case  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  crush  him  there  would  be  no  ditticulty  in 
receiving  support  from  us  by  the  short  route  across  the  neck  of  land  between  Chatta- 
nooga and  Browns  Ferry. 

Hooker  was  more  than  once  ordered  to  be  ready  to  cross  at  Bridgeport,  but  there 
is  not  a  line  to  show  that  Hooker  ever  received  any  intimation  as  to  what  he  was  to 
do.  When  was  the  bridge  to  be  thrown,  after  or  before  Hooker  arrived  at  Wau- 
hatchie? If  before,  there  would  have  been  a  necessity  for  a  detail  of  troops  to  seize 
and  occupy  territoif  ij  for  the  sontJtern  end  of  the  bridge  and  specific  instructions  as  to 
landing,  etc.  I  hardly  think  General  Rosecrans  will  as.sert  that  any  such  detail  was 
made.  There  is  also  entire  absence  of  orders  to  the  Engineer  Department.  In  liis 
dispatch  to  Hooker  of  October  18  Rosecrans  requires  "extraordinary  efforts"  on  the 
repairs  of  road  from  "Bridgeport  to  Jasper."  The  whole  array  could  not  have 
made  the  road  by  Jasper  to  Chattanooga  passable  in  six  weeks. 

Tft(d  steamboat  must  be  got  ready  so  that  we  can  freigJtt  to  Shellmound,  and  thus  .shorten 
our  wagon  transportation.  This  will  require  us  to  hold  botli  sides  of  tJie  river  and  fortify, 
but  make  our  depot  on  this  side. 

Thus,  on  the  18th,  in  his  last  order  to  Hooker,  Rosecrans  gives  his  plan,  which  is 
only  to  acquire  the  river  on  the  left  bank  as  high  as  Shellmound  and  fortify.  Could 
anything  be  more  different  from  the  plan  pursued?  No  lisp  of  Browns  Ferry  or  a 
third  bridge. 

Rosecrans  continues: 

The  great  difficulty  was  to  obtain  material  for  this  third  pontoon  bridge.  *  *  * 
So  urgent  was  I  to  have  this  completed  that  I  personally,  and  almost  daily,  visited 
the  work.  Colonel  Stanley  was  running  the  sawmill  to  cut  out  what  materials  we 
had  and  searching  among  the  houses  for  more. 

*  *  *  He  [General  Smith]  was  told  what  the  plan  was  for  opening  connnuni- 
cation  with  Bridgeport  on  the  south  side  of  tlie  river  and  what  ])reparations  were  in 
progress  for  its  execution. 

The  last  sentence  is  a  very  bald  assertion  by  General  Rosecrans  without  any  cor- 
roboration.    He  never  contided  to  me  his  plan,  and,  in  fact,  until  the  evening  of  the 
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18th  of  October  no  word  ever  passed  between  us  having  reference  to  the  shortening 
of  our  Hne  of  communications.  I  knew  of  the  order  to  Hooker,  as  did  everyone  else 
m  the  army,  and  I  sujiposed  that  Hooker  was  to  move  from  Bridgeport  tovmrd  Waii- 
Jiatchie.  I  did  not.  suppose  he  would  get  far  in  that  direction.  As  for  telUng  me 
"what  preparations  were  in  progress  for  its  execution,"  General  Rosecrans  is  in 
error,  for  up  to  the  time  of  his  leaving  there  were  no  preparations  whatever  in  progress 
unless,  perhaps,  Howard's  bridge  at  Bridgeport  might  be  considered  in  that  light, 
and  that  was  not  in  progress  at  that  time,  October  3.  The  orders  to  Hooker  of  Octo- 
ber 1,  occasionally  renewed,  were  the  only  preparations  ever  made  so  far  as  I  ever 
knew  or  heard  of,  and  certainly  the  official  records  are  silent  on  the  subject.  He 
goes  on  to  say  of  the  confidences  to  me  "and  moreover  that  upon  the  arrival  of  the 
troops  then  on  tJteir  way  I  intended  to  drive  the  enemy  from  Missionary  Ridge." 

This  confidence  nmst  have  been  made  on  October  3,  for  I  was  chief  engineer.  Hooker 
not  up,  and  on  Oi-tober  2  Hooker  was  at  Nashville.  Thus,  in  nine  days  after  giving 
up  Lookout  Mountain,  he  had  a  sure  plan  for  the  recapture  of  the  "short  line,"  and 
had  expressed  his  determination  to  drive  the  enemy  from  Missionary  Ridge  as 
soon  as  the  troops  then  on  their  way  arrived.  On  the  16th,  two  weeks  after  this 
asserted  confidence  to  me,  Rosecrans,  in  a  telegram  to  Halleck,  says: 

Had  we  the  railroad  from  here  [Chattanooga]  to  Bridgeport  and  the  whole  of  Sher- 
man's and  Hooker's  troops  V)rought  up  we  should  not  probably  outnumber  the  enemy. 

Was  it  not  then  impossible  for  him  at  that  time  to  talk  of  driving  the  enemy  from 
a  position  almost  impregnable  to  assault,  and  with  an  inferior  force? 

I  am  very  positive  that  no  such  intentions  were  ever  confided  to  me.  I  was  at  that 
time  fortifying  the  place  so  that  it  could  be  held  by  a  comparntively  small  force.  Why? 
"I  requested  him  to  examine  the  river  above  Chattanooga  with  a  view  of  ascertain- 
ing its  capabilities  and  adaptation  for  a  movement  on  the  enemy's  right  at  the  north 
end  of  Missionary  Ridge."  In  short,  while  we  were  starving,  (xeneral  Rosecrans 
had  planned  the  moile  of  retaking  the  "short  line,"  and  had  also  planned  the  battle 
of  Chattanooga,  fought  on  the  23d,  24th,  and  25th  of  November. 

This  was  all  new  to  me  when  I  first  read  it.  I  never  went  up  the  river  above 
Chattanooga  until  the  7th  of  November,  and  I  am  certain  that  up  to  that  time  the 
plan  for  the  coming  battle  had  never  entered  into  the  mind  of  anyone  at  Chattanooga. 

A  sketch  was  made  of  the  river  and  route  to  Browns  Ferry,  the  route  by  which 
the  troops  would  be  able  to  communicate  from  the  Chattanooga  side  of  the  river  with 
Lookout  Valley,  over  tlie  pontoon  bridge  which  we  were  straining  every  nerve  to  secure. 

No  such  sketch  was  ever  made  by  me  or  by  my  direction,  nor  did  I  ever  see  any 
such  sketch.  When  I  arrived  at  Browns  Ferry  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  Octo- 
ber and  asked  the  name  of  the  place,  I  am  sure  I  heard  of  Browns  Ferry  for  the  first 
time. 

Continuing: 

The  plan  was  talked  over  with  General  Thomas  and  Gen.  Th.  L.  Coulton,  and  a 
copy  of  the  sketch  was  sent  to  General  Hooker,  who  was  told  to  hurry  up  his  trans- 
portation as  rapidly  as  possible,  so  that  on  crossing  the  Tennessee  River  he  would  be 
able  to  subsist  his  troops  directly  from  Bridgeport. 

If  any  such  conference  took  place,  I  am  certain  that  on  the  20th  of  October  General 
Thomas  had  entirely  forgotten  it.  I  do  not  know  who  Gen.  Th.  L.  Coulton  was  or 
why  he  should  have  been  taken  into  a  knowledge  of  plans  which,  if  they  leaked  out 
and  got  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  might  have  been  easily  nipped  in  the  bud.  I 
can  not  find  General  Coulton's  name  in  the  volumes  of  The  Record  pertaining  to  the 
time  and  place  now  being  considered. 
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Rosecrans,  again: 

On  the  19th  of  October  Gon.  W.  F.  Smith  acconipaniiHl  me  in  a  ride  along  tliix  route 
and  the  Ti'imcKxre  nrav  Uromts  Fernj.  We  returned  about  sun^iet,  when  I  found  the 
telegram  awaiting  which  released  me  from  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.' 

General  Rosecrans  is  again  in  error.  He  left  headtjuurters  witii  me  that  morning, 
but  went  into  the  hospital,  an  he  said,  for  a  few  minutes.  I  waited  half  an  hour  or 
more  and  then  went  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains  below  Williams  Island  and  began 
my  examination.  I  arrived  at  Browns  Ferry  shortly  before  sunset  and  remained 
there  taking  notes  until  I  could  no  longer  see  the  surface  of  the  hills  across  the  river. 
When  I  arrived  at  headquarters  Rosecrans  had  been  relieved. 

Now,  if  Rosecrans  had  explained  to  me  on  the  3d  of  October  the  plan  of  a  move- 
ment l)y  Browns  Ferry,  it  is  hardly  possible  that  I  should  not  have  been  far  advanced 
with  my  preparations,  which  could  only  have  l)een  made  after  a  close  study  of  the 
ground  on  l)oth  sides  of  the  river.  What  earthly  reason  could  there  have  been  for 
his  taking  me  on  the  19th  of  October  along  "this  route,"  i.  c,  the  route  by  which  the 
troops  would  communicate  "with  Lookout  Valley  over  the  pontoon  bridge  which  we 
were  .'■^training  every  nerve  to  secure."  The  purpose  for  whi(!h  I  made  the  examina- 
tion is  found  in  the  subjoined  extract  from  my  report,  and  from  that  it  will  be  seen 
that  /  began  below  the  head  of  Williams  Island,  which  was  entirely  unnecessary  if  Rose- 
crans had  two  weeks  before  perfected  his  plans,  even  to  the  sketches. 

On  the  18th  of  October  I  was  instructed  by  General  Rosecrans  to  reconnoiter  the 
river  in  the  vicinity  of  Williams  Island  with  a  view  to  making  the  island  a  cover  for 
a  steamboat  landing  and  storehouses,  and  began  the  examination  near  the  lovx'r  end  of 
the  island.  Following  the  river  up,  I  found  on  the  opposite  bank,  above  the  head  of 
the  island,  a  sharp  range  of  hills  whose  base  was  washed  by  the  river.  This  range 
extended  up  the  river  nearly  to  Lookout  Creek,  and  was  broken  at  Browns  Ferry  by 
a  narrow  gorge,  through  which  ran  the  road  to  the  old  ferry,  and  also  flowed  a  small 
creek.  The  valley  between  this  ridge  of  hills  and  Raccoon  Mountain  was  narrow, 
and  a  lodgment  effected  there  would  give  us  command  of  the  Kelleys  Ferry  road 
and  seriously  interrupt  the  communication  of  the  enemy  up  Lookout  Valley  and 
down  to  the  river  on  Raccoon  Mountain.  The  ridge  seemed  thinly  picketed,  and 
the  evidences  were  against  the  occupation  of  that  part  of  the  valley  by  a  large  force 
of  the  enemy,,  and  it  seemed  quite  possible  to  take  by  surprise  what  could  not  have 
been  carried  by  assault,  if  heavily  occupied  by  an  opposing  force.     *    *    * 

Of  Rosecrans' s  vague  ideas  Avhich  he  communicated  at  various  times  to  Dana  and 
Meigs  we  get  no  two  alike  on  different  days,  an,d  none  like  the  plan  adojjted.  Meigs, 
on  the  16th  of  October,  at  8  p.  m.,  looks  forward  to  Rosecrans  getting  possession  of 
the  river  to  within  5  or  6  miles  of  Chattanooga. 

On  the  same  day  Dana  reports  that  Rosecrans  says  the  holding  of  the  river  to  Wil- 
liams Island  is  a  necessity — to  be  able  to  hold  Chattanooga.  That  day  Rosecrans's 
l)lan  was  held  to — long  enough  to  impress  Meigs  and  Dana.  On  the  19th,  however, 
he  is  waiting  for  certain  conjunctions  of  conditions  to  retake  Lookout  Mountain.  That 
plan  has  never  been  developed  and  would  be  studied  with  interest.  Thomas  held 
the  river  to  w-ithin  3  miles  of  (Chattanooga  without  retaking  Lookout  Mountain. 
Now  as  to  Hooker's  knowledge  of  the  plan,  w^hich  Rosecrans  says  he  explained  fully 
and  accompanied  with  a  sketch : 

The  order  from  Thomas  to  Hooker  to  concentrate  is  dated  October  24,  2.30  p.  m., 
and  is  very  much  in  detail,  and  properly  gives  to  the  general  who  is  to  do  the  work 
the  object  of  the  movement — the  roads  to  l)e  watched  and  the  cooperations  he  might 
expect. 

^In  his  paper  Rosecrans  calls  this  "a  ride  along  this  route — near  Browns  Ferry." 
In  his  note  (October  19)  to  Thomas  he  says  he  is  going  to  reconnoiter  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river.  In  my  report  1  say  I  reconnoitered  for  a  special  i)urpose,  which  had 
no  reference  to  Browns  Ferry. 


That  Hooker  had  never  had  the  plan  given  to  him  at  an  earlier  date,  and  that  he 
failed  to  see  (he  consequence  of  the  seizure  of  the  hills  at  Browns  Ferry,  is  shown  by  his 
reply  to  the  order,  as  follows: 

Stevenson,  October  24,  1S63 — 7.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Reynolds: 

I  am  informed  by  the  people  familiar  with  country  on  south  side  of  Tennessee 
River  that  the  direct  route  from  Bridgeport  to  Browns  Ferry  is  not  practicable  for 
wagons,  and  in  order  to  take  artillery  to  that  point  it  will  l)e  necessary  to  take  the 
road  to  within  2  miles  of  Trenton,  and  from  there  turn  down  Lookout  Creek  Valley; 
that  there  are  several  bridle  paths  leading  from  the  crest  of  Lookout  Mountain  into 
the  valley  between  Trenton  and  the  river,  and  that  infantry  can  descend  the  north 
slope  of  Lookout  at  many  points.  My  informants  are  men  who  have  grazed  their 
stock  on  Lijokout  Mountain.  From  the  official  map  furnished  me,  there  appears  to  he  an 
ascent  to  the  south  of  wind  is  called  Hotel  Institute.  If  this  is  the  case,  from  my  present 
knowledge  of  the  means  at  hand  at  Chattanooga  to  prevent  enemy's  infantry  ascending  the 
mountain  from  the  south  side,  lean  see  no  reason  for  Ids  not  detaching  two-thirds  of  liis 
force  to  thwart  the  execution  of  their  [yonr'\  purposed  object.  I  may  be  incorrect  in  7ny 
views  of  this  movement,  from  tlw  limited  opportunity  I  have  had  in  comparison  uith  others 
to  gain  correct  information,  and  only  state  the  foregoing  with  the  hope  tlutt  I  may  he  in  error. 

Joseph  Hooker,  Major- General. 

Hooker  is  afraid  of  encountering  two-thirds  of  the  entire  force  of  Bragg;  he  there- 
fore does  not  see  the  significance  of  the  movement  on  Browns  Ferry. 

' '  I  may  be  incorrect  in  my  views  of  this  movement  from  the  limited  opportunity  I 
have  had  in  comparison  with  others  to  gain  correct  information.'^  "Does  Hooker  show, 
then,  that  Rosecrans  had  given  him  the  plan  shortly  after  he  arrived  at  Stevenson, 
and  when  he  first  received  order  to  ccjncentrate,  or  at  any  later  day  when  Rosecrans 
renewed  the  order?  He  does  not  believe  in  the  movement.  This  explains  in  part 
Dana's  dispatches  as  given  herewith. 

Bridgeport,  October  26,  1S63—2  p.  m. 

The  movement  for  the  occupation  of  Raccoon  Mountain  and  Lookout  Valley  was 
to  have  begun  this  morning.  Everything  is  ready  at  Chattanooga  and  Palmer  will 
be  at  Rankins  Ferry  in  season,  but  Hooker  is  behindhand  •  and  it  is  postponed  till 
to-morroiv.  The  forces  sent  from  here  are  Howard's  two  divisions  and  Geary's — 10,000 
men  in  all. 

Bridgeport,  October  21,  1863 — 6. .30  a.  m. 

Troops  are  now  just  moving  out  for  Shellmound  and  Raccoon  JVIountain.  No  evi- 
dence to  show  that  the  rebels  will  oppose  the  undertaking.  Hooker  came  here  from 
Stevenson  last  night.  He  is  in  an  unfortunate  state  of  mind  for  one  who  has  to  cooperate — 
fauK-Jindiny,  criticising,  dissatisfied.  No  douJit  tlie  chaos  of  Rosecrans' s  administr(dion  is 
as  bad  as  lie  describes,  but  he  is  quite  as  truculent  toivard  the  plan  he  is  noiv  to  execute  as 
toward  the  impotence  and  confusion  of  the  old  rigime. 

[C.  A.  Dana.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Now,  one  word  as  to  the  condition  of  the  army  at  Chattanooga  when  Rosecrans 
was  relieved.     He  says  in  this  paper: 

The  author  [General  Grant]  goes  on  to  give  the  pitiable  condition  in  which  the 
Army  of  tlie  Cumberland  was  at  a  date  which  he  does  not  state,  but  leaves  the  impli- 
cation that  it  was  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  at  Chattanooga.  I  affirm  that  when  I 
left  it,  on  the  20th  of  October,  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was  in  no  such  condi- 
tion *  *  *  as  to  supplies,  rations,  or  fuel.  *  *  *  Doubtless  the  animals  were 
thin,  because  forage  was  scarce. 

Some  of  Rosecrans' s  dispatches  will  be  given  or  referred  to,  showing  a  different 
picture  from  that  drawn  above.  He  acknowledges  a  loss  of  400  wagons,  which 
should  mean  2,400  mules — a  desperate  loss,  not  made  up  in  any  way  before  he  left. 

October  12  he  telegraphed  the  President: 

*  *  *  Our  danger  is  subsistence  [want  of  it,  rather].  *  *  *  Enemy's  side  of 
valley  full  of  corn.  Every  exertion  will  be  made  to  hold  what  we  have  and  gain 
more,  after  which  we  must  put  our  trust  in  God,  who  never  fails  those  who  truly 
trust. 

But  Bragg  also  was  a  devout  man. 
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Rosecrans  to  Hooker  October  16:  "AVe  must  have  some  kind  of  roughness  [long 
forage]  fur  our  mules  when  they  oome  to  StevensdU,  or  they  will  soon  die.  None  up 
lure.     Please  try  to  have  it  supplied  till  hay  i-an  be  sent  from  Xasliville." 

No  //'(//  at  Chattanooga  and  apparently' none  at  Bridgeport.  Animals  died  in  con- 
sequence.    October  12  he  telegraphed  to  Halleek: 

*  -x-  *  ip},g  roads  are  very  lieavy.  Our  future  is  not  bright.  To  secure  this 
position  wants  McMinnville  and  Kingston  strongly  held  and  20, ()()()  trooi)s  ]int  in 
Tennessee. 

Ten  days  from  tliat  Tlionuis  had  changed  the  condition  witliout  reinforcements. 
Garfield  says  on  the  17th:  "There  is  no  forage  at  all  on  the  mountain" — Waldens 
Ridge. 

The  subjoined  order  shows  that  to  keep  animals  from  starving  at  Chattanooga 
they  had  to  be  sent  by  cars  to  Nashville. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

CliattancHxja,  Odohcr  18,  ISGS. 

Major-General  Hooker  : 

The  general  commanding  has  sent  a  number  of  animals,  which  the  scarcity  of 
forage  will  not  permit  us  to  retain  at  this  place,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant-C'olonel 
Synipson,  quartermaster,  en  route  to  Nashville,  where  they  can  be  proj^erly  cared 
for.  He  directs  that  these  animals  be  sent  from  Stevenson  on  the  emjity  cars  return- 
ing to  Nashville,  and  that  they  be  shipped  as  soon  as  practicable  after  tlieir  arrival, 
that  they  may  not  consume  what  little  forage  there  is  in  and  alxmt  Stevenson. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

('.    GODDARD, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistajit  ^Id/vtant-detieral. 

October  18  Rosecrans  telegraphs  to  Hooker:  *  *  *  "It  will  require  almost 
superhuman  efforts  to  sustain  us  here,"  which  is  different  in  tone  from  his  statement 
in  the  North  American  Review,  denying  Grant's  description  of  affairs  October  23. 

General  Rosecrans  quotes  from  Grant: 

They  [the  general  officers  at  Chattanooga]  pointed  out  on  the  maps  the  line  marked 
with  a  red  or  blue  pencil,  which  Rosecrans  had  contemplated  falling  back  upon. 

And  says — 

no  officer  *  *  -^  ever  told  him  that  I  contemplated  falling  back.  The  line,  if 
any,  which  was  pointed  out  to  him  was  the  line  of  connnunication  by  way  of  Browns 
Ferry,  to  be  established  lietween  the  troops  in  Chattanooga  and  the  troops  to  come 
into  Lookout  Valley     *     *     *     and  had  no  reference  whatever  to  a  line  of  retreat. 

Mr.  Dana's  dispatches  to  Stanton  show  that  Rosecrans  looked  to  holding  the  line  of 
the  Cumberland  IMountain  if  Bragg  crossed  the  river  above  Chattanooga,  and  also  to 
a  retreat  if  the  river  could  not  be  used  as  far  vip  as  "Williams  Island. 

For  the  explanation  of  Rosecrans  as  to  the  lines  "pointed  out,"  is  it  not  very 
remarkable  that  a  i)lan,  the  success  of  which  involved  a  surprise  and  therefore  should 
be  kept  secret,  was  sketched  on  a  map  and  exjjosed  at  headciuarters  and  discussed  ])y 
the  officers  who  were  calling  on  Grant?  It  seems  too  inqiro))al)le  a  stoi-y  to  tell  of 
any  general,  and  certainly  of  Thomas.  No  such  aketcli,  tratt  ever  wade  until  after  the 
river  was  won. 

One  misquotation  of  General  Rosecrans  is  important  to  this  discussion. 

General  Thomas,  in  his  rejjort  of  the  reo])ening  of  the  river,  dated  November  7, 
says: 

Prelim i na ri/  Klf'p><  ]ii.i<\  already  been  taken  to  execute  this  vitally  nu])or(ant  move- 
ment. 

Rosecrans  quotes  as  follows: 

In  pursuance  of  tlie  plan  of  Generat  Jionecrans,  tlie  e.rerution  of  irhirh  Jiad  been  deferred 
until  Hooker' a  transportation  cotdd  he  got,  etc. 
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The  discrepancy  between  the  report  and  Rosecrans's  translation  of  it  is  extraordi- 
nary, and  nnexplainable. 

Rosecrans  to  Halleck,  October  18,  7.30  p.  m.:  *  *  *  "Forage  and  animals  fail- 
ing.    Great  efforts  making  to  sujiply  deficiencies." 

To  Meigs,  same  date:  *  *  *  "  Relays  will  be  necessary  to  maintain  onr  position 
here.     It  will  require  great  effort. ' ' 

To  Hooker,  same  date:  *  *  *  "It  will  require  almost  superhuman  efforts  to 
sustain  us  here. ' ' 

From  Dana  to  Stanton,  October  16:  "Nothing  can  prevent  the  retreat  of  the  army 
from  this  place  within  a  fortnight     *     *     *     except  the  opening  of  the  river." 

I  could  have  jiaved  the  streets  of  Chattanooga  with  the  bones  of  draft  animals 
in  the  vicinity,  and  for  the  movement  of  the  7th  of  November  (irant  ordered  impress- 
ment of  private  animals  of  officers  to  draw  batteries.  The  remainder  of  Rosecrans' s 
article  in  the  North  American  Review  contains  assertions  at  variance  with  my  state- 
ment. So  far  as  I  know  they  are  not  corroborated  by  a  single  line  of  official  corre- 
spondence, all  of  which  that  is  of  record  and  pertains  to  the  subject!  have  given  in 
this  pai^er. 

Rosecrans  probably  had  many  plans,  none  of  which  were  matured,  as  can  be  seen 
from  the  records,  and  which  were  changed  daily.  He  never  gave  the  slightest  idea, 
so  far  as  I  have  heard,  to  anyone  that  a  movement  on  Browns  Ferry  formed  a  part 
of  any  plan.  The  whole  history  of  the  time  shows  that  he  had  no  thought  of  the 
principle  of  the  Browns  Ferry  movement,  which  was  to  secure  a  footing  in  Lookout 
Y alley  first.  Rosecrans' s  forces  were  "doshing"  aromid  east  of  Bridgeport  in  a  way 
to  have  attracted  attention  and  made  success  impossible  but  for  the  fact  that  Long- 
street  was  in  command  in  Lookout  Valley  and  was  at  loggerheads  with  Bragg. 

Had  Rosecrans  had  the  real  plan  in  his  mind  he  would  have  allowed  no  recon- 
noissances  in  Lookout  Valley,  and  would  have  had  everything  ready  and  mo\'ed  as 
soon  as  Wheeler's  raid  was  over,  say  October  10.  He  would  then  have  continued  in 
his  independent  command. 

In  the  North  American  Review  Rosecrans,  in  speakmg  of  his  interview  with  Grant 
at  Stevenson  October  21,  says: 

The  suggestions  to  which  the  author  [General  Grant]  alludes  were  a  detail  of  the 
plan,  already  explained,  for  establishing  commmiication  between  the  army  at  Chatta- 
nooga and  Hooker's  troops  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  which  were  to  l)e  brought 
up  by  the  way  of  Wauhatchee  to  Lookout  Valley.  Doubtless  they  were  "excellent 
suggestions,"  for  they  were  precisely  the  ones  which  the  author  of  the  Century 
article  [General  Grant]  followed. 

Now,  Rosecrans' s  dispatch  to  Halleck  of  October  19,  written  after  he  hud  been 
relieved  from  command,  shows  that  he  at  that  time  had  no  plan,  unless  the  expressed 
idea  of  retaking  Loohnd  Mountain  at  some  indefinite  time  in  the  future  might  be 
called  a  plan.  That  was  certainly  not  the  plan  followed  by  Grant  six  days  after,  and 
therefore  could  not  have  been  among  the  "excellent  suggestions"  of  Rosecrans  to 
Grant,  and  it  follows  that  Grant  could  not  have  gone  to  Chattanooga  with  any  such 
plan  in  his  mind. 

Wm.  Farrak  SMrPH. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Since  this  paper  was  written  I  have  received  two  letters  from  Col.  (formerly 
Capt.)  P.  V.  Fox,  who  ran  the  two  sawmills  and  made  all  the  bridges  that  were  made 
at  Chattanooga  during  my  term  of  service  as  chief  engineer  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  His  letters  are  dated  August  19  and  September  11,  1891,  and  are  full 
of  interesting  details  as  to  his  preparations  for  the  work  accomplished  at  Browns 
Ferry.     In  the  first  letter  Colonel  Fox  says: 

I  never  heard  that  the  place  for  the  bridge  was  Browns  Ferry  until  told  by  you 
(confidentially).  *  *  *  Colonel  Stanley  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
running  the  sawmills  or  making  the  boats. 


Chatt<uwn<!a  SVo^ 
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In  the  second  letter  Colonel  Fox  says: 

I  regret  that  I  can  not  fix  the  exact  date  that  yon  took  me  to  near  Browns  Ferry 
and  showed  me  where  the  bridge  was  to  be  laid  and  the  materials  to  be  packed  nntil 
wanted.  ]My  recollection  is  that  it  was  abont  five  days  prior  to  the  movement,  and 
strict  secrecy  enjoined.  My  own  men  did  not  know  until  the  26th  of  October  where 
the  bridge  was  to  be  laid. 

\\  .    r  .  S. 


GENERAL  SMITH'S  SECOND  PRESENTATION  OF  HIS  CLAIM,  1895.' 

The   History   oi-^   the   Browns  Ferry   Oper.\tion   in   186:^,  as  taken    from    the 
Official  Record  op  the  War. 

The  question  as  to  who  planned  the  movement  for  reopening  the  Tennessee  River 
as  a  line  of  communication  and  supplies,  by  securing  a  permanent  foothold  in  Look- 
out Valley,  was  never  brought  before  the  public  until  December,  1885,  when  General 
Rosecrans  in  a  bitter  article  in  the  North  American  Review  attacked  General  Grant 
for  using  an  expression  in  a  paper  on  Chattanooga,  publisheil  in  the  November  issue 
of'the  Century  Magazine,  in  which,  inferentially,  General  Grant  claimed  the  ])lan  as 
his  own.  General  Rosecrans  asserted  that  he  was  the  sole  author  of  the  plan  in 
question,  and  made  statements  in  much  detail  to  substantiate  his  claim.  As  his 
paper  was  written  twenty-two  years  after  the  event,  and  is  unsupported  by  reference 
to  a  single  outside  authority,  it  is  presumable  that  it  was  written  from  his  own  mem- 
ory, a  presumption  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  he  is  at  various  points  in  direct 
conflict  with  his  own  and  other  correspondence  in  the  Official  Record,  and  also  with 
his  gwoni  testimony  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  given  in  1865,  _ 
two  years  after  the  occurrences  which  he  discusses,  and  when  his  memory  was  sup- 
posably  much  less  liable  to  play  tricks  with  him.  Twenty-two  years  is  a  long  period 
for  a  human  memory  to  stand  the  test  of  being  able  to  furnish  forth  a  statement  of 
facts  for  history  without  having  any  support  from  official  or  other  papers  which 
would  be' useful  to  direct  it  and  stimulate  a  reader's  faith.  Since  the  publication 
of  the  paper  referred  to  in  the  North  American  Review  other  persons  have  made 
the  same  claim  for  General  Rosecrans,  having  little  or  no  personal  knowledge  of 
the  question  and  advancing  no  authorities  to  reenforce  their  unfounded  assertions. 
Under  this  latter  class  will  come  Gen.-  H.  Y.  Boynton,  one  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  National  Military  Park  at  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga,  whose  very  office 
should  preclude  the  introduction  by  him  of  any  matter  into  the  history  made  in  that 
locality  which  will  find  no  place  in  the  pages  of  any  historian  wlio  analyzes  the 
published  Official  Records  of  that  period. 

I  propose  to  furnish  from  those  records  a  history  of  every  effort  made  from  the 
24th  of  September,  1863,  not  only  looking  forward  to  the  l)etterment  of  the  lines  of 
supplies  in  use  between  Bridgeport  and  Chattanooga,  but  to  the  acquiring  of  the 
whole,  or  any  valuable  portion  of  the  short  line  on  the  left  ])ank  oi  the  Tennessee 
River  from  Chattanooga  to  Bridgeijort,  given  up  on  the  24tli  of  Seijtember  and  rees- 
tablished on  the  27th  and  28th  of  October  of  that  year.  (References  to  OlTicial 
Record  will  give  page  and  serial  number  of  volume  only. ) 

After  the  army  withdrew  to  Chattanooga  on  the  22d  of  September,  1863,  it  took 
up  a  line  about  3^  miles  in  length  from  the  mouth  of  Chattanooga  Creek  on  the 
south  to  Citico  Creek  on  the  north.  The  right  bank  of  tlie  river  only  was  occupied 
above  and  below  the  line  saround  the  town  of  Chattanooga,  and  with  only  the  force 
necessary  to  watch  fords  and  ferries,  and  prevent  or  give  nf)tice  of  crossings  to  turn 
the  flanks  of  the  army.  The  abandonment  of  the  country  south  of  Chattanooga 
Creek  carried  with  it  tlie  loss  of  the  short  road  to  Bridgeport  over  the  nose  of  Look- 
out Mountain  (about  28  miles  in  length) ,  and  compelled  the  use  of  the  longer  roads 

1  Throughout  this  reprint  of  General  Smith's  second  i)amphlet,  "Vol."  in  his 
footnote  references  should  be  "Serial  No." 
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over  Waldens  Ridge,  the  shortest  of  which  was  about  double  the  length  of  the  one 
throughout  Lookout  Valley  and  the  passes  in  Raccoon  Mountain.  Rosecrans  on  the 
24th  of  Sejitember  ordered  his  supplies  by  the  longer  road,  and  that  same  day  ordered 
a  survey  for  a  road  via  Jasper  on  the  right  of  the  river  which  should  be  safe  from 
the  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.'  The  valley  of  Lookout 
on  the  short  line  was  promptly  occupied  by  the  enemy,  who  on  the  same  day  i^p- 
tured  a  ferryboat,  which  had  been  used  from  Moccasin  Point  to  near  the  mouth  of 
Lookout  Creek.  ^  Bridges  to  communicate  with  the  right  bank  at  Chattanooga  on 
the  new  line  of  supplies  thus  became  an  absolute  necessity,  and  for  want  of  boats, 
two  trestle  bridges  were  thrown  to  be  replaced  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  by 
pontoon  bridges,  the  lumber  for  which  the  chief  engineer  was  ordered  to  send  for- 
ward from  below.*  General  Rosecrans  as  early  as  the  27th,  three  days  after  aban- 
doning it,  expressed  an  expectation  of  recovering  the  short  line,  ' '  when  reenforcements 
should  arrive."  *  He,  however,  develoj^ed  no  plan  of  action  which  is  of  record.  On 
the  30th  of  September  General  Wheeler  began  his  celelirated  raid  on  the  communi- 
cations, and  all  use  of  the  railroad  between  Nashville  and  Bridgeport  for  moving 
supplies  was  stopped  until  the  9th  of  October.^  During  the  raid  about  350  wagons 
(500  says  Rosecrans)*  belonging  to  trains  in  the  Sequatchee  Valley  were  captured — 
the  wagons  burned  and  the  mules  killed  or  driven  off.''  The  loss  of  so  much  trans- 
portation and  suj^plies  crippled  the  army  seriously,  and  its  effects  were  felt  immedi- 
ately, and  lasted  for  months.  The  arrival  of  tlie  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps  under 
Hooker  at  Nashville  during  the  last  days  of  September  was  opportune,  as  the  troops 
of  the  Twelfth  Corps  were  rapidly  thrown  to  unprotected  points  on  the  railroad,  and 
much  damage  thereby  avoided.  General  Rosecrans  was  undoul jtedly,  as  he  expressed 
to  General  Meigs,  quoted  above,  looking  forward  to  using  Hooker's  connnand  to 
reopen  the  line  of  supplies  through  Lookout  Valley,  for  on  the  1st  of  October® 
Hooker  was  ordered  to  put  down  a  pontoon  bridge  at  Bridgeport  and  make  immedi- 
ate preparations  for  crossing  his  command.  He  had  been  previously  ordered  to 
secure  a  large  supply  of  tools  for  his  command,  "the  nature  of  the  country  through 
which  you  are  to  operate  requires  that  special  care  be  taken  in  this  matter."'-*  The 
object  of  this  order  will  never  be  known.  The  roads  into  Lookout  Valley  were  in 
good  condition,  and  no  extra  amount  of  tools  could  be  required  for  repairs.  Perhaps 
they  were  required  for  the  construction  of  a  bridgehead  to  which  he  refers  in  his 
testimony  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  War.'"  Reference  to  this  will  be 
made  later  on. 

Wheeler's  raid  interfered  with  the  arrival  of  the  troops  at  Bridgeport,  and  with 
the  order  of  October  1,  as  to  concentration.  Howard's  corps  (Eleventh),  however 
(numbering  about  6,000),  arrived  at  Bridgeport  by  the  3d"  and  the  bridge  there  was 
laid  by  the  6th.''-  (I  was  appointed  chief  engineer  of  the  department  October  3.  See 
page  62,  O.  R.  53. )  At  Chattanooga  a  pontoon"  bridge,  to  replace  the  trestle  bridges, 
rendered  impassable  by  a  rise  in  the  river,  was  begun  on  the  5th  and  finished  on  the 
6th.'*    When  the  pontoon  bridge  was  being  laid  to  connect  Chattanooga  with  the  new 
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line  of  supplies  from  Bridgeport  there  was  hut  ajintboat  and  ferry  rojje  and  a  .finall  sframer 
(the  Paint  Rock)  to  keep  open  communication  vllh  the  rigid  hank.^  AVith  the  addition 
of  a  flying  bridge,  placed  above  the  pontoon  bridge  at  a  later  date,  no  other  bridge  icas 
laid  at  Chattanooga  until  after  the  battle  of  Chattanooga  in  November,  a  constant  and 
imperative  need  for  boats  and  bridge  material  for  other  places  arising  aa  fast  as  they 
could  be  gotten  out  in  sufficient  lengths  for  river  bridges.  The  fact  that  but  one 
l)ontoon  bridge  was  laid  while  General  Rosecrans  was  in  command^  is  proven  up 
to  7.30  p.  m.  of  October  18  by  authorities  cited,  and  also  l)y  sundry  dispatches  fmm 
Mr.  Dana  of  about  October  18.' 

The  modification  of  the  orders  to  Hooker  of  the  1st  of  October  by  the  letter  of 
October  4  placed*  him  in  charge  of  the  protection  of  the  portion  of  the  railroad 
between  Wartrace  and  Bridgeport,  and  on  that  day  the  Twelfth  Corps  had  the  guard- 
ing of  the  road  from  "Wartrace  to  Tantalon  and  the  Eleventh  Corps  had  the  road  from 
Tantalon  to  Bridgeport.*  On  the  7th  of  October  this  disposition  of  Hooker's  com- 
mand was  seemingly  made  more  lasting  by  relieving  from  railroad  duty  the  division 
of  Gen.  J.  D.  ^lorgan^  (Reserve  Corps,  Army  of  the  Cumberland)  and  ordering  it  to 
Andersons  Crossroads  to  protect  the  wagon  road  at  that  point.  The  hoj^e,  however, 
still  existed,  as  expressed  by  Rosecrans  on  October  4,^  that  after  the  destruction  of 
Wheeler's  force  Hooker's  command  might  be  brought  across  the  river.  As  this 
movement,  however,  did  not  seem  imminent.  Hooker  was  ordered,  October  7,  to 
begin  the  repair  of  the  wagon  road  from  Bridgeport  to  Jasper,  under  the  idea  that** 
"a  large  part  of  our  supplies  must  for  the  present  be  Vjrought  over  that  route." 

The  same  day*  the  pontoons  not  in  use  at  Bridgeport  w'ere  ordered  to  be  j^ut  in 
immediate  readiness  for  use  up  the  river.  On  the  10th, '"  Morgan,  before  ordered  to 
xVndersons  Cross  Roads,  was  directed  to  establish  his  headquarters  at  Battle  Creek, 
and  begin  a  thorough  repair  of  the  road  to  Jasper  and  beyond."  On  the  same  day 
Hooker  was  ordered  to  put  a  force  at  Avork  constructing  two  substantial  corduroy 
roads  from  Bridgeport  to  Battle  Creek. 

The  damage  done  by  the  raid  to  the  railroad  was  repaired,  and  trains  set  in  motion 
on  the  9th,  but  in  place  of  ordering  a  concentration  of  Hooker's  forces  at  Bridgeport 
for  a  movement  across  the  river  to  reopen  the  short  line,  the  idea  seems  to  have  been 
abandoned,  when  heavy  repairs  were  ordered  on  the  route  via  Jasper.  With  any 
successful  plan  put  in  operation,  three  days  at  the  most  would  have  been  required  to 
complete  the  work  of  recapturing  the  short  line.  The  other  route  would  have  taken 
months  to  have  made  of  it  a  decent  wagon  road.  The  whole  of  the  road  from  Bridge- 
port to  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  about  40  miles,  was  in  alluvial  soil,  and  for  a  wet- 
weather  road  would  be  required  a  regular  corduroy  roadway,  or  else,  much  more 
expensive  in  point  of  time,  a  roadway  of  stone.  On  the  mountains  the  road  was 
rough  from  the  rocks  and  tilled  with  deep  holes  of  soft  mud  into  which  animals 
would  flounder  belly  deep  and  wheels  would  go  in  up  to  the  axles.  The  two  kinds 
of  road  required  repair  for  nearly  70  miles. 

If  General  Rosecrans  had,  as  he  asserted,  a  plan  for  opening  the  short  line  between 
Bridgeport  and  Chattanooga,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  his  reason  for  beginning  the 
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repair  <if  the  Ljug  route,  almost  a  herculean  task,  instead  of  bending  all  his  energies 
to  the  recapture  of  the  short  line,  therel)y  saving  immense  labor,  and  freeing  enough 
of  the  troops  from  the  guarding  and  repairing  of  the  long  line  to  more  than  furnish 
the  necessary  guards  for  the  railroad  from  Wartrace  to  Bridgej^ort.  By  tlie  10th  of 
October  the  animals  were  failing  rapidly  and  rations  getting  very  short.'  One  of  the 
wagon  roads  from  Jasper  to  Chattanooga  led  by  a  rough  mountain  road  called  Haley's 
trace,  which  came  down  from  Waldens  Ridge  into  the  valley  of  the  Tennessee  near 
the  northern  end  of  Raccoon  Mountain,  and  was  under  musketry  fire  for  a  mile  and 
a  half  from  the  southern  side  of  the  river.  On  the  11th  of  October  that  road  was 
closed  by  sharpshooters  posted  on  the  northern  flank  of  Raccoon  Mountain.^  This 
was  a  most  serious  blow  to  the  maintenance  of  the  army  at  Chattanooga,  as  it 
increased  the  length  of  the  supply  road  by  miles,  and  already  it  was  nmch  longer,  as 
was  shown  by  decreasing  rations  in  store  at  Chattanooga,  than  comported  with  the 
safety  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  On  the  12th  General  Rosecrans,  feeling  the 
gravity  of  the  situation,  sent  the  following  telegram  to  the  President,^  probably  in 
answer  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  dispatch  of  the  same  date  and  page: 

Chattanooga,  October  12,  1863 — 3  p.  m. 
Hon.  A.  Lincoln, 

Frcsident  of  the  United  States: 
Line  from  here  to  Kingston  is  long;  our  side  is  barren  mountain;  rebel  side  has 
railroad.  Our  danger  is  subsistence.  We  can  not  bring  up  Hooker  to  cover  our  left 
against  a  crossing  above  us  for  want  of  means  to  transport  provisions  and  horse  feed. 
Enemy's  side  of  valley  full  of  corn.  Every  exertion  will  be  made  to  hold  what  we 
have  and  gain  more,  after  which  we  must  put  our  trust  in  God,  who  never  fails  those 
who  truly  trust. 

W.  S.  Rosecrans,  Major-General. 

The  despondent  tone  of  this  dispatch  found  good  reason  for  existence  in  the  fact 
that  it  had  been  imijossible  even  under  repeated  orders  from  the  General  in  Chief  to 
get  Burnside  down  from  East  Tennessee  to  cover  Rosecrans's  left  flank  above  Chatta- 
nooga, and  the  latter  saw,  day  by  day,  the  roads  to  Bridgeport  getting  worse,  the 
animals  dying  of  starvation,  and  apparently  no  prospect  of  escape  from  impending 
disaster. 

Rosecrans,  however,  had  a  fertile  and  active  mind,  and  the  same  day  in  which  he 
sent  the  foregoing  dispatch  he  telegraphed  to  Hookt*!-*  asking  if  he  could  send  a  divi- 
sion to  start  at  daylight  the  next  morning  (13th)  for  Shellmound  with  an  advance 
brigade  pushed  to  the  pass  at  Whiteside,  about  8  miles  beyond,  and  suggesting  that 
the  men  could  take  ten  (7r;v-s'  rations  in  haversack  and  knapmclc. 

To  this  Hooker*  replied  that  he  could  only  send  infantry,  as  the  liattery  horses  had 
but  just  arrived  and  could  hardly  be  in  readiness  that  early.  Rosecrans''  then 
announced  that  he  would  delay  the  order  until  the  batteries  were  ready,  and  directing 
that  a  report  be  made  to  him  when  they  were  prepared  to  move.  That  was  the  last 
of  that  plan.  The  following  was  the  report  of  Mr.  Dana  on  that  same  morning 
(October  12)  :5 

Rosecrans,  who  is  sometimes  as  obstinate  and  inaccessiljle  to  reason  as  at  others  he 
is  irresolute,  vacillating,  and  inconclusive,  pettishly  rejected  all  their  arguments 
[Granger  and  (Tarlield]  and  the  mountain  was  given  up.  It  is  diflicult  to  say  which 
was  the  greatest  error,  this  order  [giving  up  Lookout  Mountain]  or  that  which  on  the 
day  of  battle  created  the  gap  in  our  lines.  At  any  rate,  such  is  our  present  situation; 
our  animals  starved  and  the  men  with  starvation  before  them,  and  the  enemy  bound 
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to  make  dopperate  efforts  to  dislodge  us.  In  the  midst  of  this  the  commandint;  gen- 
eral devotes  that  i)art  of  the  time  which  is  not  emjiloyed  in  plea-'iant  gossip  to  the 
composition  of  a  long  report  to  prove  that  the  Government  is  to  blame  for  his  failure. 
It  is  my  duty  to  declare  that  while  few  persons  exhibit  more  estimable  social  (piali- 
ties,  I  have  never  seen  a  man  possessing  talent  with  less  administrative;  power,  less 
(clearness  and  steadiness  in  difficulty,  and  greater  practical  incapacity  than  General 
Rosecrans.  He  has  inventive  fertility  and  knowledge,  but  he  has  no  strength  of  will 
and  no  concentration  of  purpose.  His  mind  scatters;  there  is  no  system  in  his  busy 
days  and  restless  nights,  no  courage  against  individuals  in  his  composition,  and  with 
great  love  of  command  he  is  a  feeble  commander. 

He  is  conscientious  and  honest,  just  as  he  is  imperious  and  disiKitatious;  always 
with  a  strong  grain  of  caprice  and  an  overwhelming  passion  iur  the  ai)probation  of  his 
personal  friends  and  the  i>ublic  outside. 

Now,  when  the  Haley's  trace  in  the  valley  was  shut  up  by  the  sharpshooters  of  the 
enemy  there  were  two  roads  left  open,  one  going  to  Andersons  Cross  Roads,  and  so 
by  the  Anderson  road  entering  the  valley  of  the  Tennessee  nearly  opposite  Chatta- 
nooga, the  other  going  still  farther  up  the  Sequatchee  Valley  to  Hensons,  and  thence 
over  Waldens  Ridge  to  Poes  Tavern,  higher  up  the  Tennessee. 

The  occupation  of  Shellmound  and  the  use  of  the  river  from  Bridgeport  to  that 
l^lace^  would  have  saved  8  miles  of  land  haul  to  Chattanooga,  but  did  not  avoid 
the  ascent  and  descent  of  Waldens  Ridge  with  its  1,200  feet  of  elevation,  and  though 
every  mile  saved  was  a  decided  gain,  yet  this  was  not  enough  to  give  hopes  of  security 
to  the  army  at  Chattanooga.  In  the  closing  paragraj^h  of  the  last  dispatch  referred 
to,  Rosecrans  stated  that  the  object  of  the  move  was  to  get  possession  of  the  line  of 
tlie  river  to  Chattanooga.  No  movement  could  have  attained  that  purpose  which 
did  not  cuter  and  control  Lookout  Valley;  this  the  occupation  of  Whiteside,  supposing 
it  could  be  held,  did  not  do. 

Jjookout  Valley  itself  could  not  have  been  held  by  Hooker's  force,  isolated  from 
the  army  at  Chattanooga,  as  it  would  have  been,  without  a  bridge  from  the  valley  to 
tiie  north  or  right  bank  of  the  river.  The  occupation  of  Shellmound  by  Hooker 
would  have  inevitably  led  to  the  occupation  of  Lookout  Valley  in  force  l)y  I^ragg, 
which  in  its  turn  would  have  prevented  Rosecrans  from  gaining  a  foothold  in  the 
valley  to  allow  a  bridge  to  be  thrown.  In  addition  to  this,  no  bridge  had  been 
ordered  for  that  or  any  other  jiurpose.  The  Michigan  Engineer  Battalion  was  get- 
ting out  boats  and  other  materials  for  a  bridge,  but  another  bridge  was  imperiously 
demanded  at  Chattanooga,  and  at  that  time  not  a  sufficiency  of  boats  had  been  built 
for  that.  No  detail  of  troops  had  been  made  to  sup])ort  the  bridge  builders,  or  to 
hold  the  left  bank  while  the  bridge  was  being  thrown  into  Lookout  Valley.  Taking 
all  things  into  account,  therefore,  it  seems  to  have  been  wise  on  the  part  of  Rosecrans 
not  to  have  pushed  that  movement  to  a  conclusion.  That  he  had  expressed  an  idea 
that  in  some  way  such  a  movement  l)y  Hooker  would  open  the  river  is  shown  by  the 
dispatch  of  Mr.  Dana  ^  of  October  14,  in  which  he  says  Rosecrans  has  ordered  Hooker  to 
concentrate  his  troops  preparatory  to  seizing  the  passes  of  Raccoon  ]\Iountain  and  occu- 
pying Shellmound,  and  if  possible  Lookout  Valley.  TJiere  was  no  order  for  concen- 
tration,^ only  a  request  for  information  as  to  whether  Hooker  could  move  a  division 
by  daylight  the  next  morning,  and,  as  expressed  in  the  message,  only  to  Shellmoimd, 
with  an  advance  brigade  to  Wldtes^ide,  several  miles  from  Lookout  Valley.  Mr.  Dana's 
dispatch  was  dated  two  days  after  the  message  to  Hooker,  and  yet  Rosecrans  had 
not  given  any  order  to  Hooker  to  move,  though  he  knew  Hooker's  battery  horses 
had  arrived  on  the  12th.     Rosecrans  had  either  seen  the  futility  and  danger  of  such 

^A  further  dispatch  to  Hooker  of  the  12th  (Vol.  53,  p.  323)  urges  him  to  push  work 
on  the  steamer  being  built  at  Bridgeport,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  of  primary  impor- 
tance, showing  that  the  expectation  was  to  use  the  boat  to  Shellmound. 

^Vol.  50,  p.  216. 

*  Rosecrans  frequently  makes  mistakes  of  that  kind  in  giving  his  information  to 
Mr.  Dana. 
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a  move,  or  else  he  was  in  the  condition  described  by  Mr.  Dana  in  his  dispatch  of 
October  I6.1 

Notwithstanding  the  seeming  importance  of,  and  what  might  have  been  hoped  by 
Eosecrans  in  quicli  results  from,  the  move  in  contemplation  on  the  12th,  Rosecrans 
on  the  14th ^  of  October  ordered  a  ra //roar/ built  from  Bridgeport  to  Battle  Creek,  on 
the  long  line  to  Chattanooga,  and  nothing  more  is  heard  of  the  move  to  Shellmound. 

This  plan  for  a  movement  to  Shellmound,  as  we  learn  from  Mr.  Dana,^  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War  (who  was  with  Rosecrans  to  report  everything  of  interest,  and  to 
whom  Rosecrans  was  bound  to  give  all  information  of  importance),  looked  forward 
in  some  remote  way  to  gaining  a  foothold  in  Lookout  Valley,  and  perhaps  even  the 
recapture  of  Lookout  Mountain,^  either  of  which  objects  gained  would  have  solved  the 
problem  of  supplying  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  with  food  and  forage.  This  was 
abandoned,  though,  as  before  stated,  Rosecrans  knew  that  on  the  12th  the  battery 
horses  were  then  at  Bridgeport,  but  would  not  be  in  condition  for  a  movement  on 
the  13th.  However,  there  should  have  been  no  difficulty  in  having  them  ready  by 
the  14th.  The  railroad  was  therefore  ordered  to  be  begun  when  Hooker's  excuse  for 
not  moving  was  no  longer  of  value  and  the  Shellmound  plan,  with  its  hopes  of  Look- 
out Valley  and  Lookout  Mountain  gained,  must  have  been  abandoned,  because  Rose- 
crans himself  had  lost  faith  in  it. 

On  the  16th  of  October  it  became  necessary,  owing  to  high  water,  to  throw  a  pon- 
toon bridge  across  the  Sequatchie  near  Jasper,  as  one  of  the  roads  over  the  mountain 
crossed  that  river  just  above  the  town,  and  this  necessity  made  an  inroad  upon  the 
supijly  of  pontoons  saved,  as  before  noticed,  for  use  up  the  river,  but  for  which  trans- 
portation had  been  and  was  at  that  time  lacking.  These  circumstances  therefore 
precluded  the  idea  of  boats  from  below  for  a  bridge  into  Lookout  Valley,  and  above 
there  was  no  thought  on  the  part  of  anyone  at  that  time  of  putting  together  materials 
for  such  a  bridge.  Now  we  will  take  a  look  at  the  condition  of  the  roads  and  the 
army  about  this  date. 

On  the  15th  of  October  General  Garfield  was  ordered  to  Washington,  and  he 
rej^orts  by  letter  frequently  to  General  Rosecrans,  giving  particulars  as  to  character 
of  road  and  deficiencies  observed.^  Other  references  are  given  herewith.^  These 
take  the  history  up  to  and  including  the  18th  of  October.  Some  are  so  pregnant  of 
hints  that  extracts  will  be  given  from  them,  as  follows:  On  the  16th  of  October  the 
Secretary  of  War  telegraphs  to  General  Meigs, ^  Quartermaster-General,  directing  him 
to  remain  in  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland  because  "all  reports  indicate  the 
necessity  of  a  controlling  and  regulating  mind  where  you  are,"  to  which  Meigs 
replies  on  the  same  day :  ^ 

If  this  be  so  [raiders  dispersed],  the  Twelfth  Corps  can  be  called  forward  by 
General  Rosecrans.  It  appears  to  be  of  vital  importance  that  he  gets  possession  of 
the  river  at  least  as  far  as  the  rebel  batteries  on  Lookout  Mountain  will  pertuit  him 
to  use  it — to  repair  the  roads  over  Waldens  Ridge,  so  as  to  make  it  possible  to  throw 
full  supplies  of  rations  and  forage  into  Chattanooga  liy  wagon  trains.  It  will  require 
much  work  and  more  time,  I  fear,  than  can  be  spared.  The  road  from  Bridgeport  to 
Battle  Creek  will,  after  the  rains,  be  almost  impassable. 

General  Meigs  was  at  Chattanooga  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  was  a  man  of 
great  ability,  and  a  high  official  of  the  United  States  Army.     He  says,  on  the  16th, 

1  Vol  50,  p.  218. 

n'ol.  53,  p.  349. 

n^ol.  50,  p.  216. 

*See  Rosecrans's  dispatch  to  Halleck  of  the  16th,  comparing  the  forces  in  the  two 
armies,  and  then  see  if  Rosecrans  could  have  dreamed  of  recapturing  Lookout 
Mountain. 

*Vol.  53,  Oct.  16,  pp.  415-416;  Oct.  17,  435-436. 

8  Vol.  53,  pp.  396,  397,  418,  421,  428,  485,  437,  441,  443, 445,  446,  461, 462,  467. 

'Vol.  53,  p.  413. 
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two  days  after  Rosecrans  oirlered  the  raih'oa<l  to  be  built  from  Bridgeport  to  Jasper, 
that  this  long  road  will  require  more  time  than  can  be  spared — more  time  than  the 
army  could  stay  at  Chattanooga  under  the  short  rations  then  being  issued. 

General  Meigs  also  says  it  is  of  vital  importance  that  he  (Rosecrans)  get  posses- 
sion of  the  river  at  least  as  far  as  the  rebel  batteries  on  Lookout  Mountain  will  per- 
mit him  to  use  it — that  is,  within  5  or  6  miles  of  Chattanooga. 

Rosecrans,  in  the  North  American  Review,  October,^  1885,  says  that  he  talked  over 
the  recovery  of  the  "short  line"'-  with  Thomas,  and  a  General  Colton  explained  it 
all  to  his  chief  engineer,  sent  a  sketch  to  Hooker  descriptive  of  the  route  to  Browns 
Ferry,  ordered  him  to  hurry  up  his  transportation,  etc.  After  all  these  confidences 
of  Rosecrans  it  would  seem  as  though  he  would  have  included  among  those  entitled 
to  know  a  plan  matured  so  early  in  October,  General  Meigs,  whose  power  was  so 
great,  and  who  was  in  constant  correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  yet  on 
the  16th  of  October  he  is  ignorant  of  any  such  plan,  and  stated  only  a  fact  patent  to 
everyone  "that  it  was  of  vital  iniportance  to  get  possession  of  the  river  to  within 
five  or  six  miles  of  Chattanooga."  On  that  same  day  Meigs ^  telegraphs  to  Rose- 
crans— of  tools  "you  can  order  what  you  need.  General  Howard  has  300  men  on  the 
road  to  Battle  Creek,  having  no  tools  for  more.  A  large  force  ought  to  l^e  at  work  on 
each  slope  of  the  mountain.  *  *  *  Forage  and  feed  depots  are  needed  at  each 
base  of  the  mountain  to  feed  passing  trains."     Meigs  also  telegraphs  Hooker*  thus: 

October  16 — 8  p.  m. 

Major-General  Hooker:  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  a  corduroy  road  be 
made  to  beyond  Battle  Creek  in  the  direction  of  Jasj^er  with  a  good  bridge  over  Bat- 
tle Creek.  Twenty-five  hundred  each  of  picks,  spades,  and  axes  went  to  Stevenson 
a  week  ago,  yet  General  Howard  had,  when  I  saw  him,  tools  only  for  300  men. 
Please  send  them  forward.  I  have  ordered  more  tools  to  be  sent  from  Nashville.  I 
think  the  road  should  be  so  located  that  a  covered  way  or  epaulement^  may  be 
thrown  up  to  protect  it  from  the  enemy  across  the  Tennessee,  where  it  is  near  the 
river.  A  large  body  of  troops,  with  tools  both  for  earth  and  rock  work,  ought  to  be 
set  to  work  immediately  on  the  ascent  and  descent  of  Walden's  Ridge.  This  is  essen- 
tial to  supplying  the  Army  by  that  route.  As  the  road  is,  after  these  rains,  the  sup- 
ply over  it  will  be  impossible.  Forage  depots  and  posts  to  rest  and  feed  mules  should 
be  established  at  the  base  of  the  mountain  on  each  side.  Teams  too  weak  to  climb 
the  mountain  could  haul  forage  to  these  jioints.  I  shall  work  here  to-morrow  and 
then  return  to  Nashville,  and  will  probably  be  in  Stevenson  in  a  few  days.  If  the 
rebel  cavalry  is  dispersed  can  you  not  call  forward  the  Twelfth  Corps? 

M.  C.  Meigs, 
Quartermaster-General. 

The  above  dispatch  was  sent  direct  to  Hooker,  showing  how  deeply  anxious  Meigs 
was,  and  how  little  he  expected  of  action  from  Rosecrans. 

The  16th  was  an  exciting  day  for  those  who  were  reporting  on  the  condition  of  the 
Army  at  Chattanooga,  as  is  shown  by  the  following:  ^ 

16th— 12  m. 
The  Secretary  of  War: 

Nothing  can  prevent  the  retreat  of  the  Army  from  this  place  within  a  fortnight, 
and  with  a  vast  loss  of  public  property  and  possibly  of  life,  except  the  oixMiing  of  the 
river.  General  Hooker'  has  been  ordered  to  prejiare  for  this,  but  Rosecrans  thinks 
he  can  not  move  till  his  transportation  arrives  from  Nashville,  from  which  place  it 
marched  on  the  8th.  It  should  have  been  in  Bridgeport  on  the  14th,  but  is  not  yet 
reported.  The  telegraph  between  there  and  here  is  broken,  however,  and  it  now 
requires  ten  or  twelve  hours  for  couriers  to  make  the  distance. 

iVol.53,p.413. 

''At  the  time  of  or  before  I  was  made  chief  of  engineers,  viz,  October  3. 
^Vol.  53,  p.  413. 
*Vol.  53,  p.  526. 

^At  point  commanded  by  rebel  sharpshooters  mentioned  before. 
6Vol.50,p.218. 

'Mr.  Dana  was  misinformed  by  Gen(>ral  Rosecrans.  Every  onU'r  to  Hooker  having 
reference  to  concentration  has  been  given. 

20002—01 7 
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In  the  midst  of  all  those  difficulties  General  Rosecrans  seems  to  be  insensible  to 
the  impending  danger,  and  dawdles  with  trifles  in  a  manner  which  can  scarcely  be 
imagined.  Having  completed  his  report,  which  he  sent  off  to  Washington  by  Gen- 
eral Garfield  yesterday,  he  is  now  much  occupied  with  the  map  of  the  battlefield  and 
with  the  topography  of  the  country  between  here  and  Bxrnside's  lower  posts.  Most 
probably  the  enemy  contemplates  crossing  in  that  region,  but  we  are  no  longer  able 
to  pursue  him,  hardly  to  strike  a  sudden  blow  at  his  flank  before  he  shall  have 
crushed  Burnside.  Meanwhile,  with  plenty  of  zealous  and  energetic  officers  ready 
to  do  whatever  can  be  done,  all  this  precious  time  is  lost  because  our  dazed  and  mazy 
commander  can  not  perceive  the  catastrophe  that  is  close  upon  us,  nor  fix  hi^  mind 
upon  the  means  of  preventing  it.  I  never  saw  anything  which  seemed  so  lamentable 
and  hopeless. 

A  rebel  officer  last  evening  shouted  to  one  of  our  pickets  that  Bragg  had  been 
relieved  and  either  Johnston  or  Longstreet  put  in  his  place.  Reports  from  our  cav- 
alry, which  Rosecrans  will  forward  to-day,  make  the  rebel  loss  in  the  recent  raid 
2,000  men  and  5  guns.  Thirty-eight  men  captured  in  our  uniform  were  summarily 
executed.    Nothing  heard  from  forces  of  Sherman. 

C.  A.  Dana. 

And  four  hours  later:  ^ 

Chattanooga,  October  16 — 4  p.  m. 

I  have  just  had  a  full  conversation  with  General  Rosecrans  upon  the  situation. 
He  says  the  possession  of  the  river,  as  far  up  as  the  head  of  Williams  Island  at  least, 
is  a  sine  qua  non  to  the  holding  of  Chattanooga,  but  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  to 
make  any  movement  toward  gaining  such  possession  until  General  Hooker's  troops 
are  concentrated  and  his  transportation  gets  up.  Hooker's  troops  are  now  scattered 
along  the  line  of  the  railroad  and  can  not  be  got  together  before  next  Wednesday. 
The  wagons  must  all  have  arrived  by  that  time,  and  if  the  enemy  does  not  interfere 
sooner  the  movement  upon  Raccoon  Mountain  and  Lookout  Valley  may  then  be 
attempted.  Rosecrans,  how^ever,  expects  that  as  soon  as  the  weather  will  allow  the 
enemy  will  cross  the  river  in  force  on  our  left,  and  then  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to 
fight  a  l)attle,  or  else  to  retreat  from  here  and  attempt  to  hold  the  line  of  the  Cum- 
berland Mountains. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  dispatch  that  Rosecrans  had  faced  the  possibility 
of  being  obliged  to  hold  the  line  of  the  Cumberland  Mountains,  i.  e.,  to  give  up 
Chattanooga.^  Now,  on  the  16th  of  October  Rosecrans  could  not  have  retreated 
over  Waldens  Ridge,  nor  could  he  have  moved  far  to  fight  a  battle  outside  of  his 
lines.  His  men  were  too  weak  for  a  lengthened  inarch  and  battle;  he  had  no  horses 
for  his  artillery,  nor  draft  animals  of  any  kind  for  his  ammunition.  Under  the 
idea  of  a  crossing  by  Bragg  to  the  northward,  which  idea  Bragg  repudiates,  the  only 
possible  way  for  Rosecrans  to  get  the  short  line  of  march  to  head  Bragg  off  wag  by 
Bridgeport,  to  turn  the  south  flank  of  the  Great  Cumberland  Plateau.  This  required 
the  reopening  of  the  "short  line,"  which  from  the  account  of  Mr.  Dana  was  not  in 
the  thoughts  of  General  Rosecrans. 

On  the  same  day,  one  and  one-half  hours  after  Mr.  Dana's  report,  Rosecrans  utters 
the  following  wail  to  Halleck,  in  which  there  is  no  hope  of  a  reopening  of  the  "short 
line"  nor  any  outlook  of  promise  within  the  limits  of  human  probability.  When 
the  dispatch  of  5.. 30  of  the  16th  of  October  was  sent,  there  was  in  Rosecrans's  mind  no 
plan  for  opening  the  ' '  short  line ' '  to  Bridgeport. 

The  enemy  will  probably  operate  on  our  left  flank,  either  to  cross  the  river  and 
force  us  to  quit  this  place  and  fight  them  or  lose  our  communications.  They  'wall 
thus  separate  us  from  Burnside.  W^e  can  not  feed  Hooker's  troops  on  our  right,  nor 
can  we  spare  them  subsistence  from  our  left  depots  and  communications,  nor  has  he 
transportation  to  move.  The  rains  have  raised  the  river  and  interrupted  our  pon- 
toon bridges.  The  roads  are  very  heavj'.  Our  future  is  not  bright.  Had  we  the 
railroad  from  here  to  Bridgeport,  and  the  whole  of  Sherman's  and  Hookers'  troops 
brought  up,  we  should  not  probably  outnumber  the  enemy.  This  army,  with  its 
back  to  barren  mountains,  roads  narrow  and  difficult,  while  the  enemy  has  the  rail- 
road and  the  corn  in  his  rear,  is  at  much  disadvantage.  To  secure  this  position,  at 
least  Me^NIinnville  should  be  made  a  strong  fortified  depot;  Kingston  the  same,  and 
for  ulterior  operations  tu-enty  thousand  or  more  troops  put  in  Tennessee,  at  easy  points  to 
cover  the  railroad  and  subsist  until  called  to  the  front. 

1  Vol.  50,  p.  219. 

'■'The  idea  which  he  so  fiercely  repudiates  in  the  North  American  Review 
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Here  is  Rosecrans  stating  in  the  nioft  positive  manner  that  he  expected  the  enemy 
to  operate  on  his  left  flank,  which  would  force  him  to  quit  Chattanooga  and  tight 
them  or  lose  his  communications,  which  he  has  stated  he  was  anxious  to  abandon, 
and  had  planned  early  in  the  month  to  do,  for  a  better  line  south  of  the  river;  but  up 
to  this  date,  with  the  exception  of  the  order  of  October  1,^  suspended  as  it  was  by 
the  order  of  October  4,^  no  line  emanating  from  him  has  squinted  toward  a  move- 
ment to  recapture  Lookout  Valley,  nor  has  he  given  to  Dana  or  Meigs  any  hint  of 
such  a  plan  being  on  foot.  Every  effort  except  the  spasmodic  one  of  October  12  has 
been  directed  to  make  the  long  route  serviceable  for  the  entire  work  of  supplying  the 
army  at  Chattanooga.  He  also  stated  what,  in  his  opinion,  was  necessary  to  secure 
the  position  at  Chattanooga,  viz:  To  make  of  McMinnville  a  strong  fortified  depot; 
Kingston  the  same,  and  for  ulterior  operations  tirenUj  thousand  or  more  troojjs  put  into 
Tennessee.  While  all  this  was  being  done,  if  it  had  been  practicable,  what  was  to 
become  of  the  army  at  Chattanooga,  which  had,  according  to  Mr.  Dana,  who  was  not 
exaggerating,  not  a  fortnight  longer  to  hold  the  place  unless  the  river  was  opened? 
The  dispatch  of  Rosecrans  is  utterly  without  hope,  and  to  say  that  behind  that  was 
a  well-matured  plan/o?"  doing  anything  is  without  foundation.  Yet  in  ten  days  from 
that  time  without  a  man  or  wagon  added  to  his  army  and  with  less  of  rations  Thomas 
had  conquered  the  situation  and  saved  Chattanooga. 

On  the  17th  of  October^  Rosecrans  directs  Innes,  railroad  superintendent,  to  lay  a 
track  to  Jasper,  12  miles,  and  build  two  railroad  bridges,  and  all  this  on  the  long 
road  over  the  mountains.  On  that  day  Hooker*  takes  charge  of  the  long  route  to 
Anderson,  Morgan  having  been  moved  to  the  Tennessee  River  above  Chattanooga. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  17,  1863 — 10  -p-  '»• 
Major-General  Hooker: 

If  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  cross  the  Tennessee  in  force  above  us,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  your  command  to  come  up.  The  general  commanding  directs  you  to 
make  such  preliminary  preparations  as  will  enable  you  to  move  promptly  and  effectu- 
ally. To  this  end  the  Twelfth  Corps  ought  to  lie  as  far  down  as  is  consistent  with  the 
protection  of  the  exposed  points  of  the  railroad.  The  presence  of  cavalry  in  the 
direction  of  Athens,  as  directed  in  the  order  to  General  ]Mitchell  sent  to  your  care, 
will  secure  us  against  heavy  raids  in  the  direction  of  the  lower  valley  of  the 
Tennessee. 

Your  artillery  will  not  be  indispensable,  since  we  have  sixteen  reserve  l)atteries, 
which  we  can  not  keep  equipped  for  want  of  horse  feed.  The  horses  will  be  sent  up 
the  valley  soon  if  we  do  not  get  forage. 

If , Sherman,  comes  in.  from  lluntsville  the  general  commanding  vill  he  able  to  concen- 
trate and  move  your  entire  strength  at  once,  according  to  circumstances.  We  must  have 
the  river,  and  that  soon.  He  desires  you  to  send  scouts  to  oljtain  news  from  Sher- 
man, and  to  direct  General  Crook  to  do  so  also.  Generals  INIitchell  and  Crook  must 
keep  open  communication  with  you  and  carry  out  the  orders  for  foraging.  The  gen- 
eral commanding  desires  careful  estimates  of  the  available  forage  in  the  country 
where  they  are. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

C.  GODDARD, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Now,  if  Rosecrans  could  not  move  Hooker  toward  Lookout  Valley  for  want  of 
transportation,  how  could  he  move  him  over  Waldens  Ridge  to  help  defend  Rose- 
crans's  left?  He  is,  however,  to  make  i^reliminary  preparations  to  enable  him  to 
move  promptly  and  effectually.  Rosecrans  suggests  that  in  that  view  the  Twelfth 
Corps  ought  to  be  as  far  down — that  is,  toward  Bridgeport — as  is  possible  and  yet 
protect  the  railroad. 

On  the  1st  of  October  Hooker  was  ordere'd  to  concentrate  at  Bridgeport;  that  order 
was  suspended  on  the  4th.  On  the  12th  Rosecrans  suggested  the  movement  of  a 
division  to  Shellmound,  which  lie  translated  to  Mr.  Dana  into  an  order  to  concen- 

1  Vol.  53,  p.  25.  •-'  Vol.  53,  p.  90.  =*  Vol.  53,  p.  4.'i7.         *  Vol.  53,  p.  445. 
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trate.'  Nothing  more  was  heard  of  that,  and  now  on  the  17th  he  wildly  suggests 
bringing  down  the  Twelfth  Corps  nearer  to  Bridgeport,  taking  care,  however,  not  to 
leave  the  railroad  exposed,  and  this  effort  at  increasing  the  force  at  Bridgeport  was 
the  last  pretense  at  concentration.  He  had,  however,  sent  Howard's  troops  as  far 
up  as  Anderson  (24  miles  above  Jasper),  which  would  be  in  the  direction  of  the 
move  indicated  by  Rosecrans  in  his  dispatch. 

The  last  i^aragraph  is,  however,  the  important  one  in  showing  that  Rosecrans, 
unless  forced  by  a  turning  movement  of  Bragg,  had  no  exj^ectation  of  moving  Hooker 
until  Sherman's  arrival,  when  "  Hooker\s  ichole  force  could  he  concentrated,  emd  would 
move  according  to  circumstances."  He  feels,  however,  that  the  possession  of  the  river 
soon  is  a  necessity;  yet  Sherman's  advance  did  not  reach  Bridgeport  until  near  the 
middle  of  November,  and  the  river  had  at  that  time  been  ours  for  over  two  weeks. 
Rosecrans  said  the  plan  followed  for  recapturing  the  river  was  entirely  his  own,  and 
given  to  Grant  October  21  at  Stevenson.  If  that  plan  had  been  in  his  nnnd  he  could 
have  carried  it  out  and  had  the  river  open  before  the  order  came  superseding  him. 

He  had  in  his  hands  everything  that  Thomas  had  on  the  26th  of  October. 

Under  the  last  order  of  Rosecrans,  Hooker  gives  to  the  Twelfth  Corps  the  care  of 
the  railroad  from  Wartrace  to  Bridgeport,  leaving  Howard  with  his  6,000  men 
stretching  from  Bridgeport  to  Anderson,  nearly  40  miles. 

The  concentration  is  not  yet  visible,  but  Hooker  has  carried  out  the  order  to  the  very 
letter. 

On  the  18th,  at  7.30  p.  m.,  Rosecrans  sends  to  Halleck  the  following:^ 

Enemy  in  front.  Rumor  of  his  moving  a  corps  up  as  if  to  cross  at  Washington. 
River  at  a  stand.  Our  pontoon  bridge  restored.  Boats  [for]  a  second  under  way. 
Roads  horrid.  Forage  and  animals  failing.  Great  efforts  making  to  supply  deficien- 
cies. Rumored  fighting  of  General  Burnside's  command  60  miles  north  of  Knox- 
ville.     Weather  unsettled.     No  news  from  Sherman. 

W.  S.  Rosecrans,  Major- General. 

No  hope  expressed  of  opening  the  "short  line"  or  of  intending  to  make  the  effort. 

In  the  above  telegram  it  is  necessary  to  call  attention  to  the  statement  "Our  pon- 
toon bridge  restored.  Boats  for  a  second  under  way"  and  to  recollect  that  this  was 
made  at  7.30  p.  m.  of  the  18th  of  October.* 

The  following  order  to  Hooker  shows  a  mind  distracted  by  two  ideas — one  to  get 
the  road  made  passable  from  Bridgeport  to  Jasper  and  the  other  to  get  freight  by 
water  to  Shellmound,  neither  plan  aiding  the  other,  as  the  road  from  Shellmound, 
as  has  been  shown,  struck  the  Anderson  road  above  Jasper. 

Shellmound,  however,  had  to  be  occupied  and  fortified  before  the  river  could  be 
used.  The  utmost,  however,  that  Rosecrans  could  hope  from  that  plan  was  to  use 
the  river  to  Shellmound.  There  is  no  suggestion  of  an  effort  to  secure  and  use  it 
above,  and  yet  here  we  are  at  the  18th  of  October. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  18,  1863. 
Major-General  Hooker,  Stevenson: 

It  will  be  necessary  to  make  extraordinary  efforts  to  get  the  road  passable  from  Bridgi- 
port  to  .Tamper.  Also  to  have  rations  thrown  into  Stevenson  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
It  will  require  almost  superhuman  efforts  to  sustain  us  here.  That  steamboat  must 
be  got  ready,  so  that  we  can  freight  to  Shellmound,  and  thus  shorten  our  wagon 
transportation.  This  will  require  us  to  hold  both  xidr.^t  of  the  rinr  and  fortify,  l)ut  make 
our  depot  on  this  side.     I  must  confide  the  pushing  up  of  the  repairs  to  the  wagon 

'See  dispatch  of  Dana  to  Stanton,  October  14,  12  m.,  given  alcove. 

■^Vol.  53,  pp.  455-156. 

^This  "second  bridge"  refers,  of  course,  to  one  for  C'hattanooga,  which  was  a 
military  necessity,  as  one  bridge  was  not  enough  to  do  the  work  required,  and,  that 
broken,  left  the  aiiny  with  its  back  to  an  inipassal)le  stream.  This  second  l)ri(lge  was 
therefore  the  first  thing  for  Thomas  to  consider  and  onler  on  assuming  connnand. 
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roadg  and  .seeing  that  our  supplies  are  l)rouglit  forward  to  your  care,  as  the  remote- 
ness of  our  position  and  the  necessity  of  the  active  authority  and  intervention  of 
ofl&cers  of  high  rank  are  absolutely  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  our  army. 

W.  S.  RosECRANs,  Major- General. 
On  the  19th  of  October,  1863,  at  6.20  p.  ni.,  Rosecrana  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
the  order  placing  Tliomas  in  conunand  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.^     One  hour 
and  forty  minutes  after  that  acknowledgment  he  sent  to  Halleck  the  follow^ing:^ 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  19,  1863 — 8 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  II.  Halleck, 

General  hi  Chief: 
Your  dispatch  of  the  18th  received.  Sherman's  movement  will  operate  favorably, 
and  the  cavalry  force  will  be  timely.  Lookout  was  given  up  temporarily,  because  we 
could  not  then  safely  hold  it.  It  was  isolated  from  us  by  distance  and  the  defile  of 
Chattanooga  Creek.  We  expect  to  retake  it  as  soon  as  we  are  prepared  to  hold  it. 
That  could  be  done  only  lohen  the  railroad  being  secured,  the  depots  replenished,  and 
Hooker's  transportation  provided.  Without  that  he  can  not  subsist  in  a  suitable 
position.* 

W.  8.  RosECRANS,  Major- General. 

A  dispatch  sent  at  such  a  time,  whicli  was  unnecessary  except  for  self-justification, 
would  naturally  have  contained  his  best  hopes  and  last  plans  for  recovering  his  lost 
line. 

His  plan,  as  developed  then,  was  to  retake  Lookout  Mountain,  but  only  when  he 
was  prepared  to  hold  it,  and  that  could  not  be  until  the  railroad  was  secured,  the 
depots  replenished,  and  Hooker's  transportation  provided — a  most  indefinite  time  in 
the  future. 

This  dispatch  was  sent  on  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  Rosecrans,  in  his  testi- 
mony* two  years  after  the  fact  says,  "on  the  19th  of  October,  on  my  returning  from 
selecting  the  position  of  the  pontoon  bridge,  I  received  orders  to  turn  over  the  com- 
mand, etc." 

In  the  North  American  Review  (December,  1885),  twenty-two  years  after  that  day, 
Rosecrans  says: 

While  completing  the  first  two  bridges,  Gen.  William  F.  Smith  arrived,  and  was 
assigned  to  duty  as  chief  engineer  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  was  told 
what  the  plan  was  for  opening  communications  with  Bridgeport  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river,  and  what  i)reparations  were  in  progress  for  its  execution.  A  sketch  was 
made  of  the  river  and  route  to  Browns  Ferry,  the  route  by  which  troops  would  be 
able  to  communicate  from  the  Chattanooga  side  of  the  river  with  Lookout  Valley 
over  the  pontoon  bridge,  which  we  were  straining  every  nerve  to  secure.  The  plan 
was  talked  over  with  (General  Thomas  and  Gen.  Thomas  L.  Colton  and  a  copy  of  the 
sketch  was  sent  to  General  Hooker,  who  was  told  to  hurry  up  his  transportation  as 
rapidly  as  jiossible,  so  that  on  crossing  the  Tennessee  River  he  would  be  able  to  sub- 
sist his  troops  directly  from  Bridgeport.  On  the  19th  of  October  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith 
acconipanied  me  in  a  ride  along  this  route  and  the  Tennessee  near  Browns  Ferry.  We 
returned  alwut  sunset,  when  I  found  the  telegrams  awaiting  me  which  released  me 
from  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  placed  General  Thomas  in 
command. 

In  his  testimony,  before  referred  to,  Rosecrans  says  that  as  early  as  the  4th  of  October, 
fourteen  days  after  the  battle,  he  "called  the  attention  of  General  Thomas  and  Gen- 
eral Garfield  to  the  map  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinity,  and,  pointing  out  to  them  the 
positions,  stated  that  as  soon  as  I  (he)  could  possibly  get  the  bridge  materials  for 
that  purpose  I  (he)  would  take  possession  of  Lookout  Valley  opposite  t]te  passage  over 
the  extremity  of  the  inountahi,  and  fortify  it,  thus  completely  covering  the  road  to 

»Vol.  53,  p.  478. 

n^ol.  53,  p.  477-478. 

''All  these  conditions  to  be  fulfilled  before  Lookout  Mountain  could  be  recaptured 
and  the  short  line  reopened ;  and  yet  on  the  16th  Mr.  Dana  reports  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  that  the  army  must  retreat  witliin  two  weeks  unless  the  river  is  opened. 

*  Report  on  conduct  of  the  war,  1865,  vol.  3,  p.  33. 
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Bridgeport  on  the  south  side  as  well  as  the  river,  and  giving  us  practical  possession 
and  use  of  hoth  as  well  as  of  Lookout  Valley."  In  this  statement,  made  under  oath 
and  but  two  years  after  he  left  the  army,  Rosecrans  makes  no  pretense  of  having 
told  me  of  this  plan,  nor  does  he  say  in  the  same  account  that  I  accompanied  him  on 
his  reconnoissance  which  he  made  on  the  19th  of  October.  The  remembrance  of  that 
was  kept  latent  for  twenty  years  longer,  and  was  aj^parently  brought  into  action  by 
the  appearance  of  Grant's  paper  on  Chattanooga  in  the  Century  Magazine  for 
November,  1885.  Now  it  so  hapjjens  that  Grant,  on  the  28th  of  October,  in  a  tele- 
gram to  Halleck,  gave  to  Thomas  explicitly  the  credit  for  the  plan.^  Had  Rosecrans 
copied  that  telegram  his  case  against  Grant  was  complete. 

In  recalling  Rosecrans' s  statement  in  the  North  American  Review  we  find  him 
saying: 

This  fraud — this  lie  [Grant's  claim] — has  been  floating  before  the  public  for  twenty- 
odd  years;  but  it  is  explicitly  nailed  to  the  pillory  by  the  opening  paragraph  of 
General  Thomas's  official  report,  wherein  he  says: 

"In  pursuance  of  the  plan  of  General  Rosecrans,  the  execution  of  which  had  been 
deferred  until  Hooker's  transportation  could  be  got,"  etc.,  and  then  follows  a  descrip- 
tion of  his  operations.  This  noble  and  chivalrous  testimonial  by  Thomas  was  placed 
on  the'  books  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  wherein  was  written  the  report  made 
by  the  author  of  the  Century  article. 

The  epithets  applied  by  Rosecrans  to  the  claim  for  the  originating  of  the  plan  for 
the  relief  of  the  army  at  Chattanooga  compels  attention  to  his  version  of  the  opening 
paragraph  of  Thomas's  report  of  November  7.^  The  words  used  by  Thomas  are:  "Pre- 
liminary steps  had  already  been  taken  to  execute  this  vitally  important  movement." 
The  quotation,  as  given  above  by  Rosecrans,  is  a  barefaced  forgery,  given,  let  us  hoj^e, 
by  some  one  to  Rosecrans  as  a  veritable  extract,  and  changes  the  whole  meaning  of 
the  report.  General  Rosecrans  was  then  manifestly  wrong  in  attributing  any  hos- 
tility of  Grant  to  Thomas,  by  reason  of  words  never  used  in  the  report  of  Thomas. 
But  let  us  see  what  were  the  preliminaries  which  were  arranged  before  Thomas  took 
command — not  a  concentration  of  Hooker's  troops,  for,  as  has  been  shown,  there  was 
no  active  order  for  that  in  existence;  not  the  preparation  of  boats  for  a  bridge  into 
Lookout  Valley,  for  Rosecrans  himself  tells  us  on  the  18th  of  October  that  there  was 
but  one  bridge  then  at  Chattanooga,  and  that  boats  for  a  second  bridge  there  were 
under  way. 

There  is  one  more  thing  to  call  attention  to  in  Rosecrans's  statement.  If  on  the 
4th  of  Octoljer  he  had  pointed  out  to  Thomas  and  Garfield  the  place  where  his  bridge 
was  to  be  thrown,  and  at  Brown's  Ferry  as  he  says,  and  if  a  sketch  of  the  route  by 
which  the  troops  were  to  be  marched  from  Chattanooga  to  support  Hooker  had  been 
sent  to  Hooker,  what  was  the  object  of  the  examination  made  by  him  on  the  19th  of 
October?  What  purpose  did  it  subserve,  especially  as  no  order  had  been  given  at 
that  date  for  throwing  a  bridge  into  Lookout  Valley  and  no  troops  ordered  to  sup- 
port the  bridge  party?  That  part  of  the  story  in  the  North  American  Review  is  a 
creation  of  the  imagination.  Perhaps  we  may  get  at  the  grain  of  truth  by  going 
back  to  the  record  and  to  the  tedimony  of  Rosecrans.  On  the  4th  of  October  Mr. 
Dana  telegraphs  what  Rosecrans  tells  him,  viz,  that  the  engineers  are  at  work  on  a 
pontoon  bridge  to  cross  the  Tennessee  at  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek. ^  Now  this  was 
not  a  fact,  for  the  first  pontoon  bridge  at  Chattanooga,  which  exhausted  all  the  boats, 
was  not  laid  until  the  6th  of  October.*  On  the  4th,  however,  Rosecrans  says  he 
showed  Thomas  and  Garfield  a  "maj)  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinity"  and  jjointed  out 
the  position  where  the  bridge  was  to  be  thrown  to  capture  a  hill  commanding  the 
roadway  over  the  nose  of  Lookout  Mountain.^    The  only  isolated  hill  in  that  locality 

1  Vol.  54,  p.  56. 

^Official  Record,  Vol.  54,  p.  1.  . 

2  Vol.  50,  p.  207. 
*  Vol.  53,  p.  102. 

^Report  on  the  war,  1865.     Testimony  of  General  Rosecrans. 
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which  does  command  that  road  is  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek,  precisely  where  Mr. 
Dana  says  the  bridge  was  to  be  thrown,  and  Rosecrans's  detailed  explanation  of  what 
can  be  done  when  that  hill  is  fortified  applies  to  no  other  hill  in  Lookout  Valley. 

Furthermore,  the  only  "map  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinity"  in  Rosecrans's  posses- 
sion was  one  made  by  Col.  William  E.  Merrill,a  copy  of  which  reached  the  Engmeer 
Bureau  in  Washington  on  the  28th  of  Sei^tember,  1863.^  On  that  maj)  Brown's  Ferry 
is  put  down  at  Moccasin  Point,  and  the  place  where  the  bridge  was  thrown  was  called 
Williams  Ferry.  Merrill  was  wrong  in  his  nomenclature,  but  that  was  the  map  by 
which  Rosecrans  and  the  army  were  guided  at  that  time,  for  as  late  as  the  10th  of 
Oc/o?/fr  General  Whittaker,^  in  command  of  the  troops  along  the  river,  describes  the 
topography  from  Lookout  Mountain  to  Williams  Island,  and  calls  the  ferry  above 
Williams  Island  "Williams  Ferry." 

The  map,  therefore,  and  Mr.  Dana's  dispatch  of  the  4th,  go  to  confirm  Rosecrans's 
statement  that  his  idea  at  that  date  was  to  throw  a  bridge  at  that  point.  The  river 
there  was  under  the  guns  of  the  enemy  and  no  bridge  could  have  been  thrown  or 
maintained  there. ^  Rosecrans  went  somewhere  on  the  19th  of  October,  I  do  not 
know  where,  but  if  he  went  on  that  day  to  what  he  knew  as  Brown's  Ferry  he  went 
to  Moccasin  Point. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  received  a  letter  from  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds,  then  chief  of 
staff,  dated  INIay  20,  1895,  saying  that  he  was  with  Rosecrans  on  the  19th  of  October, 
1863.  That  the  ride  was  made  with  the  view  of  selecting  a  location  for  a  pontoon 
bridge.  "As  I  remember  it,  Brown's  Ferry  was  already  in  everybody's  mind  as  the 
proper  place,  but  the  point  had  not  been  decided  definitely.  We  visited  one  battery 
on  the  Idgh  ground  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  and  nearly  opposite  a  rebel  battery  on 
Lookout  Mountain.  *  *  *  My  understanding  was  that  Rosecrans  fixed  Browns 
Ferry  as  the  place  for  the  bridge." 

General  Reynolds  descril:)es  exactly  the  battery  on  Moccasin  Point,  and  not  the 
battery  where  the  bridge  was  thrown.  The  General's  extract  proves,  therefore,  that 
Rosecrans  was  still  impressed  with  the  idea  of  a  l)ridge  near  the  mouth  of  Lookout 
Creek,  and  that  the  place  on  the  19th  of  October  was  known  to  the  army  as  "  Browns 
Ferry." 

There  are  various  inaccuracies  in  the  statement  of  General  Rosecrans,  one  of  which 
does  great  injustice  to  a  most  excellent  officer  and  splendid  battalion  of  men,  and 
which  I  will  notice.  Rosecrans  attributes  the  bridge  building  to  Colonel  Stanley  and 
the  Eighteenth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers. 

The  bridges  were  made  under  the  direction  of  Capt.  P.  V.  Fox  by  the  battalion  of 
Michigan  engineers  under  his  command.  (See  my  report  and  the  orders  of  General 
Thomas. ) 

I  have  now  given  every  line  from  the  ofiicial  record  pertaining  in  any  way  to  any 
ideas  or  attempts  to  recover  the  short  line  from  Chattanooga;  also  the  story  of  Rose- 
crans, told  two  years  after  the  command  of  the  army  was  taken  from  him,  as  well  as 
his  story  as  told  in  the  North  American  Review. 

I  will  now  give  my  own  statement  with  reference  to  the  successful  movement, 
with  such  corroboration  as  is  given  by  the  Oflficial  Record  and  other  tcsti'juony. 

The  first  thing  to  be  settled  is  the  question  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  statement  of 
Rosecrans  (in  tlie  North  American  Review  Dec,  1885)  in  which  he  says  I  accompanied 
him  on  the  19th  of  October  (1863)  in  a  ride  along  this  route  (route  for  troops  shown  to 
Thomas  and  Colton  early  in  October  before  I  was  made  chief  engineer,  which  was 
on  the  3d  of  October)  "and  the  Tennessee  River  near  Browns  Ferry."  In  tliis  same 
article,  on  the  previous  page,  Rosecrans  says  I  "  was  told  what  the  plan  was  for  open- 
ing communication  with  Bridgeport  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  that  a  sketch 
was  made  of  the  river  and  route  to  Browns  Ferry, ' '  the  route  iov  the  troops  to  com- 
municate with  Lookout  Valley.     Rosecrans's  statements,  unsupported,  are  made  the 

^See  small  map  accompanying  this  paper.      ^  Vol.  53,  p.  254.      ^  Vol.  53,  p.  107. 
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basis  by  General  Boynton  of  an  assertion  that  at  Browns  Ferry  I  only  carried  out  the 
plan  furnished  by  Rosecrans  to  Thomas  and  myself  early  in  October. 

On  my  part  I  can  only  positively  assert  that  at  no  time  did  Rosecrans  ever  impart 
to  mp  any  plan  for  opening  the  river,  or  give  any  instructions  to  the  engineer  depart- 
ment to  make  a  bridge  to  connect  with  Lookout  Valley,  or  even  suggest  that  he  had 
the  intention  of  throwing  such  a  bridge. 

On  the  18th  of  October  I  told  Rosecrans  I  would  go  down  the  river  to  see  if  we 
could  not  utilize  Raccoon  Momitain.^  He  said  he  would  go  with  me,  and  I  fixed  the 
hour  (8  o'clock  of  the  19th)  for  starting.  Rosecrans  and  his  party  went  into  the 
hospital  on  our  road.  I  urged  him  not  to  delay,  as  we  had  a  long  day's  work.  I 
waited  there  half  an  hour  or  more  when  Mr.  Dana,  Assistant  Secretary  of  "War,  came 
along  on  his  way  to  Bridgeport.  I  told  him  what  I  had  started  to  do;  that  I  would 
wait  no  longer,  but  would  ride  with  him  as  far  as  our  roads  were  in  common.  We 
parted  at  the  foot  of  Waldens  Ridge,  and  that  day  I  saw  no  more  of  Rosecrans  or  hia 
party.  Rosecrans  and  his  supporters  say  that  that  ride  was  to  fix  the  position  of  the 
bridge,  and  that  Browns  Ferry  was  fixed.  Rosecrans  says  it  was  fixed  earlier,  but 
the  ride  was  along  the  route  (for  the  troops)  "and  the  Tennessse  River  near  Browns 
Ferry."  Some  of  his  staff  have  claimed  that  I  was  of  the  party  during  the  ride  that 
day  that  he  visited  Browns  Ferry,  and  Rosecrans  then  and  there  fixed  the  place  for 
the  l)ridge.  In  this  collision  of  statements,  made  from  memory  years  after  the  events, 
it  would  seem  at  first  that  the  question  of  veWjld  would  be  simply  a  question  of  num- 
bers. Fortunately  the  Official  Record  comes  in  here  and  gives  jiositive  testimony  in 
my  favor,  not  only  as  to  the  route  I  took,  but  my  purpose  in  making  the  reconnois- 
sance,  and  that  purpose  had  nothing  to  do  at  the  outset  with  Browns  Ferry.  My 
report,  agreeing  with  my  statement,  says  that  I  began  the  reconnoissance  below 
Williams  Island  and  uvrked  up  the  river  to  Browns  Ferry.  That  report,  dated  Novem- 
ber 4,  186.3,  could  by  no  possibility  have  been  worded  with  reference  to  this  contest. 
General  Reynolds,  then  chief  of  staff.  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  says  he  went  with 
Rosecrans  on  that  ride  (October  19) ,  and  I  do  not  doubt  it,  but  he  did  not  go  with 
me,  for  Rosecrans  and  Reynolds  give  a  diffei'ent  route  in  their  statements  from  mine. 

In  corroboration  of  the  statement  often  repeated  by  me,  that  on  the  19th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1863, 1  examined  the  river  for  a  specific  purpose,  which  had  nothing  to  do  with 
a  bridge  into  Lookout  Valley,  and  the  statement  that  I  was  alone  during  that  exami- 
nation, wliich  statement  has  been  contradicted  by  General  Rosecrans  and  Boynton, 
I  will  give  a  letter  from  Mr.  Charles  A.  Dana.  Mr.  Dana  is  certainly  a  disinterested 
witness  and  the  only  one  with  the  exception  of  my  report  of  November  4,  1863.^ 

New  York,  May  22,  1895. 

Dear  General  Smith:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  examined  anew  the 
various  documents  relating  to  events  at  Chattanooga  in  October,  1863,  and  I  will  now 
proceed  to  state  what  I  find  in  the  records  and  in  my  own  recollection  concerning 
certain  matters  Avhich  it  appears  have  become  the  subject  of  controversy. 

For  some  two  months  or  more  I  was  attached  to  the  headquarters  of  General  Rose- 
crans as  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  purpose  of  shortening  the  line  between 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  the  War  Department,  and  for  getting  forward  more 
promptly  any  reenforcements  or  other  assistance  that  General  Rosecrans  might  desire. 
My  daily  duty  was  to  report  to  the  Secretary  and  the  President  everything  that 
happened  in  the  army,  and  to  receive  for  this  purpose  information  not  only  as  to 
events,  but  also  as  to  plans  and  designs  of  the  commanding  general.  These  reports 
were  written  by  me  in  cipher  and  were  sent  daily  by  telegraph. 

About  the  middle  of  Octoberthe  situation  of  the  army  atChattanooga  became  dan- 
gerous. Supplies  were  brought  up  with  extreme  difficulty  and  in  limited  quantities; 
draught  animals  were  perishing  for  lack  of  forage;  and  even  after  General  Hooker 
arrived  at  Bridgeport,  with  two  army  corps  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  it  was 
manifest  that  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was  still  in  a  perilous  and  uncertain 
position. 

^The  utilization  of  Raccoon  Mountain  and  the  establishment  of  a  depot  at  Williams 
Island  are  both  contained  in  the  one  idea,  viz,  the  necessity  of  controlling  tlie  river 
up  to  the  northern  end  of  Raccoon  oNIonntain. 

^O.  R.,  Opening  ()f  the  Tennessee  River. 
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Duriiifr  this  porind  T  saw  General  Rosecrann  every  day  and  had  many  conversations 
with  him  respecting  the  measnres  he  contenij>lated  for  chan<j;in<;  this  situation.  The 
one  idea  which  he  jiut  forward  was  the  estahUshment  of  a  pontoon  bridge  at  a  ferry 
which  led  from  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee  across  to  the  J^ookout  Valley.  Orders 
were  given  for  the  pre])uration  of  this  bridge,  but  materials  were  very  scarce,  and  no 
actual  step  toward  putting  up  a  l)ridge  was  accomi)lished  while  (ieneral  Ilosecrans 
was  there.  Of  Browns  Ferry,  which  was  some  distance  down  the  river,  or  of  any 
operations  connected  with  it,  I  never  heard  General  Kosecrans  sjieak,  nor  did  any 
member  of  his  staff  ever  say  anything  in  my  hearing  upon  the  subject. 

The  first  intimation  resjiecting  Browns  Ferry  which  I  received  was  on  the  19th  of 
October  as  I  was  leaving  Chattanooga  under  the  order  of  Secretary  Stanton  to  join 
him  at  Louisville.  After  having  previously  taken  leave  of  General  Rosecrans,  I  pro- 
ceeded as  promptly  as  possible  to  obey  the  order.  I  remember  quite  distinctly  that 
as  I  rode  across  the  bridge  over  the  Tennessee  at  Chattanooga  and  proceeded  up  the 
northern  slope  toward  the  hospital  I  met  you  there  on  horseback.  You  told  me 
you  had  come  out  with  General  Rosecrans  and  were  going  to  reconnoiter  down  the 
line  of  the  river;  that  General  Rosecrans  had  gone  in  the  hospital;  that  you  had 
waited  for  him  as  long  as  you  could,  and  now,  without  waiting  any  longer,  you 
would  ride  on  with  me.  We  proceeded  together  until  we  came  to  the  spot  where 
the  road  divided,  one  branch  going  up  the  mountain  and  the  other  leading  down 
toward  the  river.  I  to(^k  the  mountain  path  on  my  way  to  Bridgeport,  while  you 
went  down  in  the  direction  of  Browns  Ferry,  and  somewhere  about  there  you 
thouglit  a  ])osition  could  perhaps  be  found  which  would  enable  us  greatly  to  shorten 
the  road  from  Bridgeport.  This  was  the  first  time  that  I  remember  hearing  of 
Browns  Ferry.  Indeed  I  never  heard  of  it  from  any  person  but  yourself  until  its 
occujiatiou  had  been  accomplished  by  you  under  General  Thomas's  orders.  If  Gen- 
eral Rosecrans  had  any  views  or  designs  respecting  it,  he  could  hardly  have  failed  to 
inform  me,  and  I  should  have  promptly  conveyed  the  information  to  headquarters 
at  Washington. 

After  a  careful  study  of  the  documents  in  the  case  and  after  reviewing  my  own 
recollection,  I  remain  convinced  that  the  credit  of  planning  as  well  as  executing  the 
occupation  of  Browns  Ferry  belongs  to  you  alone. 
I  remain,  very  sincerely,  yours, 

Charles  A.  Dana. 

Attention  has  been  called  to  the  error  in  the  statement  of  General  Rosecrans  with 
reference  to  Colonel  Stanley,  Eighteenth  Ohio,  and  the  boats  made  at  Chattanooga. 
These  boats  were  made  by  the  battalion  of  Michigan  engineers  under  Capt.  Perrin 
V.  Fox. 

The  subjoined  letter  of  Captain  Fox  will  throw  some  light  on  the  .sfco?i(Z bridge  n\ade 
at  Chattanooga.  The  third  bridge  was  the  one  Rosecrans  and  Colonel  Stanley, 
according  to  the  North  American  Review,  were  so  hard  at  work  upon  when  the 
former  was  relieved  from  command. 

Captain  Fox  (now  colonel)  in  his  statement  agrees  with  the  dispatch  of  Rosecrans 
to  Ilalleck  October  18,  that  the  second  bridge  was  not  c'ompleted  when  Thomas 
assumed  conmiand. 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  June  1,  1895. 

Dear  General  Smith:  I  have  vour  favor  of  the  29th  ultimo,  in  answer  to  nnne  of 
the  18th. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  failed  to  answer  some  of  the  questions  you  asked.  I 
have  just  received  yours  of  INIarcli  6  last  and  now  make  the  effort  to  do  so,  and  is 
supi)lementary  to  mine  of  the  18th  ultimo,  which  you  can  arrange  to  suit  your 
purpose. 

( ieneral  Rosecrans  gave  me  verbal  orders  to  construct  a  pontoon  bridge  east  of 
Cameron  Hill,  as  I  have  stated.  Upon  completion  of  said  bridge  he  gave  me  verbal 
orders  to  run  the  two  sawnnlls  and  get  out  a  second  bridge,  as  I  have  stated.  He 
never  gave  me  orders  personally  or  otherwise  to  make  a  third  bridge  for  ainj  place — 
the  boats  and  etjuipage  for  the  second  bridge  were  not  completed  when  he  was  relieved. 
You  were  the  first  person  that  told  me  about  the  plan  to  place  the  bridge  at  Browns 
Ferry,  and  in  confidence,  as  1  have  stated.  I  will  not  change  my  statement  in  regard 
to  Col.  T.  R.  Stanley's  part  in  the  affair. 

General  Rosecrans  never  intimated  to  me  where  the  second  pontoon  bridge  would 
be  laid,  but  I  supposed  it  was  to  be  ready  for  any  emergency.  I  know  he  never  said 
anything  about  Browns  Ferry  to  me  ])ersonally  or  indirec^tly. 

Now,  General,  please  inform  me  if  there  is  any  point  unanswered  and  what  it  is. 
My  rheumatism  is  slowly  imjiroving. 

Yours,  sincerely,  Bekrin  V.  Fox. 
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General  Rosecrans  a^f^erts  that  General  Thomas  gave  explicit  testimony  in  his 
behalf  on  that  question  and  his  misquotation  is  given  above.  The  terms  in  which 
Thomas  is  spoken  of  in  that  connection  precludes  any  attempts  at  impeaching  any 
testimony  of  General  Thomas.  Now,  in  addition  to  the  orders  published  by  Thomas, 
which  will  be  given  in  the  appendix,  I  will  quote  from  General  Thomas,  who  says 
of  this  operation:  "To  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer,'  should  be  accorded 
great  praise  for  the  Ingenuity  ichlch  conceived  and  the  ability  vhirh  executed  the  movement 
of  Browns  Ferry. '^  AVhen  the  bridge  was  thrown  at  Browns  Ferry  on  the  morning  of  the 
27th,  the  surprise Was  as  great  to  the  army  within  Chattanooga  as  it  was  to  the  army 
besieging  it  from  without. ' '  "With  every  one  who  has  studied  the  character  of  General 
Thomas  that  testimony  must  sweep  away  any  unsupported  statements  of  Rosecrans, 
made  twenty-two  years  after  the  events,  and  which  besides  are  not  in  unison  with 
his  testimony  given  but  two  years  after.  General  Boynton's  remarks  in  his  guide  to 
the  National  Military  Park  call  for  some  little  attention. 

Taking  up  his  story  at  October  13,  he  says:  "Ten  days  before,  Wheeler  had 
destroyed  nearly  200  wagons.  *  *  *  The  opening  of  the  river  to  the  latter  point 
(Bridgeport)  therefore  became  imperative."  That  idea  occurred  to  some  people  as 
early  as  September  30,  before  Wheeler's  raid  was  begun.  Also  that  Rosecrans's  order 
of  October  1  mentioned  that  "Hooker  was  to  move  toward  Chattanooga."  That  is 
not  correct;  no  movement  was  specified.  But  assuming  that  General  Boynton  tried  to 
give  the  spirit  of  that  order,  it  would  prove  conclusively  that  General  Rosecrans  had 
no  intention  of  having  a  cooperative  movement  into  Lookout  Valley,  for  there  was 
not  a  boat  at  Chattanooga  at  that  time  for  a  bridge  into  that  valley.  Therefore,  Browns 
Ferry  was  not  in  question. 

Now,  on  the  12th  of  October,  we  find  Rosecrans  had  hoped  to  have  Hooker  move 
with  a  division  from  Bridgeport  to  Shellmound,  about  7  miles,  with  a  brigade 
pushed  as  far  as  Whiteside,  about  10  miles  farther,  but  still  several  miles  from  Look- 
out Valley — uo  orders  to  the  engineer  dejjartment,  none  to  any  supporting  column, 
no  bridge  material,  therefore  no  thought  of  a  cooperative  movement,  and  so  no 
thought  as  yet  of  Browns  Ferry. 

"That  day  (the  19th)  he  (General  Rosecrans)  rode  with  Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  his 
chief  engineer,  and  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds,  his  chief  of  staff,  making  a  general  exami- 
nation looking  to  selecting  a  point  below  Lookout  Mountain  for  throwing  the  bridges, 
and  a  special  examination  of  Browns  Ferry,  where  the  bridge  was  finally  thrown." 
AYinding  up  with  this  positive  assertion:  "The  plan  was  that  of  General  Rosecrans. 
The  details  were  left  to  General  Smith." 

General  Reynolds  writes  to  me  that  he  and  others  were  on  that  ride;  he  does  not 
mention  any  names,  though  Major  Bond  says  he  was  of  the  party. 

General  Reynolds,  however,  says  they  went  to  a  battery  on  high  ground  where 
there  was  directly  opposite  on  Lookout  Mountain  a  rebel  battery.  That  applies  to 
Sloccassin  Point,  and  no  other  point  on  the  river,  and  Merrill's  map  gives  that  point 
as  Broirns  Ferry. 

General  Boynton  further  says  that  on  the  19th  the  order  was  again  given  by  Rose- 
crans for  the  troops  at  Bridgeport  to  be  ready  to  move.  No  such  order  of  that  date 
is  in  existence  or  was  ever  issued. 

Also  that  on  the  same  night  (19th)  "General  Thomas  directed  General  Hooker  to 
be  ready  to  obey  the  order  given  him  in  the  morning  by  General  Iiosecran,s." 

That  accomit  of  General  Thomas's  order  of  October  19th  is  much  like  General  Rose- 
crans's quotation  from  General  Thomas's  report,  which  has  been  given  before. 

Thomas  said:  "You  -vv^ll  use  all  possible  dispatch  in  concentrating  your  command 
and  preparing  to  move  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  General  Rosecrans." 


'  Report  on  Conduct  of  War,  Supplement  Vol.  1,  page  119. 

^  How  does  that  expression  agree  with  the  misquotation  Rosecrans  gives  from  the 
report  of  Thomas.     Ante,  page  102. 
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No  reference  to  any  order  of  the  morning,  for  there  had  heen  none.  Tlie  order  of 
Thomas  could  have  referred  to  hnt  one  order  of  Rosecranp,  and  that  wa?  dated 
October  17,'  and  looke<l  as  little  like  a  move  across  the  river  at  I>ridj,'eport  as  any 
order  to  move  in  an  entirely  different  direction  could  look. 

On  the  22d  of  October  Thomas  had  been  three  days  in  command,  and  liaving  then 
approved  the  plan  given  by  me  to  him  telegraphed  to  Halleck:'^  "IIoi)e  to  move 
Hooker  in  a  few  days  to  open  the  wagon  road  and  railroad  from  here  to  Bridgeport." 

On  the  2:]d,  before  the  arrival  of  Grant,  Thomas^  ordered  the  concentration  of 
Hooker's  command,  setting  forth  that  he  was  to  operate  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  that  a  force  would  cooperate  with  him  at  7^>rowns  Ferry. 

When  Thomas  gave  the  order  to  move  there  was  no  doubt  about  where  lie  was  to 
move,  the  purpose  for  which  the  move  was  made,  or  the  nature  of  tlie  suj)port 
Hooker  would  find  in  Lookout  Valley. 

I  have  now  given  every  order  or  suggestion  of  Rosecrans,  and  such  information 
and  suggestions  from  'Mr.  Dana,  General  Meigs,  or  others,  looking  toward  any 
improvements  or  shortening  of  the  line  of  supplies  from  Bridgeport  to  Chattanooga. 
These  taken  together  show  distinctly  that  Rosecrans  never  had  any  plan  for  recover- 
ing the  short  line  which  he  ever  communicated  to  Thomas,  to  the  chief  of  engineers 
of  the  Department  of  tiie  Cumberland,  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  to  General 
Hooker,  or  to  the  captain  of  the  l>attalion  of  engineers  which  made  all  the  bridges 
from  Se])tend.ier  to  November,  186.'].  Rosecrans,  in  his  dispatcli  to  Hooker  of  Octo- 
ber 17  and  to  Halleck  October  19,  looked  forward,  the  first  toward  the  arrival  of 
Sherman's  forces,  and  the  latter  to  that  same,  and  other,  as  he  thought,  necessary 
reenforcements,  and  also  to  the  taking  of  Lookout  Mountain-  as  necessary  to  tlie 
recovery  of  the  short  line.  He  could  not  have  stayed  at  Chattanooga  until  Sherman's 
arrival,  let  alone  the  conditions  inserted  in  liis  dispatch  of  tlie  19th,  after  he  was 
rt>lieved.     These  conditions  would  have  taken  months  to  establish. 

Thomas  took  eight  days  to  open  the  river  with  just  what  materials  and  forces 
Rosecrans  liad  left  to  him. 

It  was  only  after  Rosecrans's  paper  in  the  North  American  Review  appeared  that 
I  ever  took  any  steps  toward  vindicating  my  claims  to  the  credit  of  the  whole  move- 
ment. At  the  time,  no  one  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  gave  the  credit  to  any 
other  person,  and  I  was  entirely  willing  to  let  my  actions  drift  into  history  in  an 
ordinarj'  way.  Of  late  it  has  become  a  question  almost  of  veracity  between  me  and 
certain  other  persons  who  are  not  willing  to  let  the  official  record  make  the  history 
of  the  war,  but  set  up  ex  parte  statements  based  on  nothing. 

The  official  notice  of  tliis  operation  is  given  in  the  subjoined  correspondence  and 
orders: 

Dana  to  Serretary  of  Wav.^ 

Chattanoooa,  October  24-,  18C>3 — 10  a.  m. 
Grant  arrived  last  night,  M^et,  dirty,  and  well.  He  is  just  going  to  reconnoiter  an 
important  position  which  General  Smith  has  discovered  at  the  month  of  Lookout 
Valley,  and  which  will  be  occupied  from  here  simultaneously  with  Hooker's  occujja- 
tion  of  Raccoon  Mountain.  This  movement  will  probably  take  pla(!e  within  three 
days. 

'  That  order  was  to  protect  the  railroad  and  concentrate  as  nuuh  as  ])Ossible,  but 
with  a  view  to  meeting  Bragg,  who  was  then  supposed  to  be  making  ]irei)arations  to 
cross  the  river  above  Chattanooga.  Hooker  obeyed  the  order  by  ])utting  the  Twclft  h 
Corps  in  charge  of  the  railroad  from  Tantalon  to  Bri(lgej)ort,  and  the  I^leventh  Coi-]is 
was  stretched  from  Bridgeport  to  Andersons,  in  the  direction  which  Hooker  would 
have  taken  to  meet  Bragg.  Rosecrans  looks  forward  in  that  order  to  nuning  Hooker 
"according  to  circumstances"  when  Sherman  arrives,  unless  forced  before  that  to 
move  to  meet  Bragg's  crossing — that  is,  tliat  then  he  might  cross  at  Bridgeport. 

""  Vol.  54,  p.  700. 

»  Vol.  54,  p.  42. 

*  Vol.  54,  p.  70. 
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October  25,  1863—11  a.  m.^ 
The  force  which  will  cross  at  Browns  Ferry  to  occupy  the  manielon,  at  the  mouth 
of  Lookout  Valley,  will  consist  of  three  brigades,  of  which  the  iirst,  under  Hazen, 
will  proceed  to  the  spot  in  the  pontoons  of  which  the  bridge  to  1)e  thrown  across 
there  will  be  composed.  The  other  two  march,  the  distance  being  aljout  4  miles, 
and  all  are  to  be  on  the  ground  before  Tuesday  morning.  Tliis  expedition  to  Look- 
out Valley  will  probal)ly  be  commanded  by  General  Smith.  Reconnoissance  yester- 
day showed  the  rebels  have  only  a  cavalry  picket  at  Browns  Ferry,  and  no  force  oa 
the  mamelon.     Cold,  cloudy,  no  rain. 

C.  A.  Dana. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

General  Thomas  reported  the  affair.^ 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863 — 11.30  p.  m. 

(Received  9  p.  m.,  28th.) 
Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  commanding  Hazen' s  brigade,  Sheridan's  division.  Fourth 
Corps,  and  Turchin's  brigade,  Baird's  division,  Fourteenth  Corps,  floated  boats  of 
pontoon  bridges  down  the  river  from  Chattanooga  to  Browns  Ferry,  6  miles  below; 
landed,  surprised  and  drove  off  the  enemy's  pickets  and  reserve;-*;  took  possession  of 
the  hills  commanding  debouches  of  the  ferry  on  southwest  side,  and  laid  bridge  and 
intrenched  the  command  strongly  enough  to  hold  the  bridge  securely. 

By  the  judicious  precautions  taken  by  (Tenerai  Smith  before  starting,  and  the  intel- 
ligent cooperation  of  Generals  Turchin  and  Hazen,  commanding  )>rigades,  and  Col- 
onel Stanley,  of  the  Eighteenth  Ohio,  commanding  boat  party,  this  was  a  complete 
success,  and  reflected  great  credit  on  all  concerned. 

Our  loss,  4  killed,  15  wounded;  enemy,  8  killed,  6  prisoners,  and  several  wounded. 
General  Hooker,  commanduag  troops  composing  Eleventh  Corps  and  part  of 
Twelfth,  marched  from  Bridgeport  at  daylight  to-day  to  open  road  fromi  Bridgeport 
to  Chattanooga,  and  take  some  position  protecting  river.     *    *    * 

If  General  Hooker  is  as  successful  as  General  Smith  has  been,  we  shall  in  a  few 
days  have  open  communication  with  Bridgeport  by  water,  as  M-ell  as  by  a  pra(!ticable 
road  running  near  the  river  on  the  north  bank. 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 
Major- General,  Commanding  Department. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General  in  Ch  lef. 

Chattanooga,  October  28,  1863 — 8  p.  m. 
General  Thomas's  plan  for  securing  the  river  and  south  side  road  hence  to  Bridge- 
port has  proved  eminently  successful.     The  question  of  supplies  may  now  be  regarded 
as  settled.*    *    *    * 

U.  S.  Grant,  Major-General. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General  in  Civief. 

Thomas  to  Halleck. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  28,  1863 — 11  j^.  m. 
Hooker  reached  Browns  Ferry  to-day  about  3  p.  m.*  Met  with  no  serious  opposi- 
tion. The  enemy  still  hold  Lookout  Mountain  in  considerable  force.  The  wagon 
road  is  now  open  to  Bridgeport.  We  have  besides  two  steamboats,  one  at  Bridgeport 
and  one  here,  which  will  be  started  to-morrow.  We  have  also  another  steamboat 
here  undergoing  rejiairs;  will  be  ready  for  work  as  soon  as  portions  of  her  machinery 
(sent  for  to  Nashville)  arrive.  By  this  operation  ice  hare  gained  two  vagon  roads  and 
the  river  to  gd  supplies  by,  and  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  be  pretty  well  supplied.     *    *    * 

General  Thomas  orders  thanks.^ 
Orders.  ] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  November  1,  1868. 
The  general  commanding  tenders  his  thanks  to  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  and  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  expedition  under  his  command,  consisting  of  the  brigades  of 
Brig.  Gen.  Turchin  and  Hazen,  the  boat  parties  under  Col.  T.  R.  Stanley,  Eighteenth 

1  Vol.  54,  p.  71.  *  Vol.  54,  p.  56.  ^  Vol.  54,  p.  68. 

''  Vol.  54,  p.  40.  *  Vol.  54,  p.  41 . 
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Ohio  Volunteers,  and  the  pioneer  bridge  party,  Captain  Fox,  Michigan  Engineers, 
for  the  skill  and  cool  gallantry  displayed  in  securing  a  permanent  lodgment  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river  at  Brown's  Ferry,  and  in  putting  in  position  the  pontoon  bridge 
on  the  night  of  the  26th  instant.  The  sncceKsfid  execution  of  this  duty  teas  attended  with 
the  most  important  results  iti  obtaining  a  safe  and  easy  communication  with  Bridgeport,  and 
shortening  our  line  of  supplies. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas. 

General  Orders,  \  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

No.  265.  J  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  7,  ISH.i. 

The  recent  movements  resulting  in  the  establishment  of  a  new  and  short  line  of 
communication  with  Bridgeport,  and  the  possession  of  the  Tennessee  River,  were  of 
so  brilliant  a  character  as  to  deserve  special  notice.^    *    *    * 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Geo.  H.  Thomas. 

C.   GoDDARD, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
In  a  later  report  General  Thomas  says :  "^ 

To  Brig.  Gen.  VV.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  should  be  accorded  great  praise  for  the 
ingenuUy  which  conceived  and  the  ability  which  executed  the  movement  at  Brow n\^  Ferry. 
*  *  *  When  the  bridge  was  thro\yn  at  Brown's  Ferry  on  the  morning  of  the  27th, 
tlie  surprise  was  as  great  to  the  army  within  Chattanooga  as  it  was  to  the  army  beseig- 
ing  it  from  without. 

Chattanooga,  October  28,  1863 — 5  p.  m. 
Everything  perfectly  successful.     The  river  is  now  open,  and  a  short  and  good  road 
in  our  possession  along  the  south  shore.     We  had  an  insignificant  skirmish  near 
Wauhatchie.     The  great  success,  however,  is  General  Smith's  operation  at  the  mouth 
of  Lookodt  Valley.     Its  brilliancy  can  not  be  exaggerated.' 

[C.  A.  Dana.] 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  12,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Sir:  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  be  placed  first 
on  the  list  for  promotion  to  the  rank  of  major-general.     He  is  possessed  of  one  of  the 
clearest  military  heads  in  the  Army;  is  very  practical  and  industrious;  no  man  in  the 
service  is  better  qualified  than  he  is  for  our  largest  commands.* 
I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Major-  General. 

Feeling  confident,  from  the  orders,  letters,  and  dispatches  given  herewith,  that 
there  was  no  (piestion  about  the  authorship  of  the  plan,  and  that  in  the  encomiums 
of  my  superior  officers  I  had  received  all  the  credit  due  to  my  foriuitous  reconnois- 
sance,  and  the  plan  evolved  from  it,  I  was,  as  has  been  before  said,  content  to  let  the 
matter  pass  into  history  on  the  case  as  made  by  the  Official  Record.  I  now  leave  the 
liistory  of  the  movement  to  be  written  in  such  a  way  as  may  be  seen  l)y  the  historian 
to  be  in  accordance  with  the  indisputable  facts. 
^  As  an  appendix  to  this  paper  I  give  extracts  from  the  reports  of  Bragg  and  Long- 
street,  giving  their  views  of  the  situation  before  and  after  the  27th  of  October,  1863. 

The  suggestion  of  a  movement  by  our  right^  immediately  after  the  battle  to  the  north 
of  the  Tennessee  and  thence  upon  Nashville  require  notice  only  because  it  will  find  a 
])lace  on  the  files  of  the  Department.  Such  a  movement  was  utterly  impossible  for 
want  ( )i  transportation.  Nearly  half  our  army  consisted  of  reenforcements  just  before 
the  1>attle  without  a  wagon  or  an  artillery  horse,  and  nearly,  if  not  quite,  a  third  of 
the  artillery  horses  on  the  field  had  been  lost.     The  railroad  bridges,  too,  had  l>een 

1  Vol.  54,  p.  68. 

■''Vol.  1,  p.  398.     History  of  the  Arniv  of  the  Cumberland  by  Van  Home. 
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destroyed  to  a  point  south  of  Kinggold,  and  on  all  the  road  from  Cleveland  to  Knox- 
ville.  To  these  insurmountaV)le  difficulties  were  added  the  entire  absence  of  means 
to  cross  the  river  except  by  fording  at  a  few  precarious  jjoints  too  deep  for  artillery 
and  the  well-known  danger  of  sudden  rises,  by  which  all  communication  would  be 
cut,  a  contingency  which  did  actually  happen  a  few  days  after  the  visionary  scheme 
-was  proposecl.  But  the  most  serious  objection  to  the  proposition  was  its  entire  want 
of  military  propriety.  It  abandoned  to  the  enemy  our  entire  hne  of  conmiunication 
and  laid  open  to  him  our  depots  of  supplies,  while  it  placed  us  with  greatly  inferior 
force  beyond  a  diflicult  and  at  times  impassable  river,  in  a  country  affording  no  sub- 
sistence to  men  or  animals.  It  also  left  open  to  the  enemy,  at  a  distance  of  only  10 
miles,  our  battlefield  with  thousands  of  our  wounded  and  his  own,  and  all  the  trophies 
and  supplies  we  had  won.  All  this  was  to  be  risked  and  given  up  for  what?  To  gain 
the  enemy's  rear  and  cut  him  off  from  his  depot  of  supplies  by  the  route  over  the 
mountains,  when  the  very  movement  abandoned  to  his  unmolested  use  the  better 
and  more  practicable  route  of  half  the  length  on  the  south  side  of  Ihe  river.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  say  the  proposition  was  not  even  entertained,  whatever  may 
have  Ijeen  the  inference  drawn  from  subsequent  movements. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Bkaxtox  Bragg,  General. 

On  this  question  Bragg  liad  other  and  very  sound  views,'  as  appears  from  the 
following  extract  in  the  same  report: 

*  *  *  As  soon  as  it  was  seen  that  we  could  be  subsisted  the  army  was  moved 
forward  to  seize  and  hold  the  only  communication  the  enemy  had  with  his  supplies 
in  the  rear.  His  nxM  iinporlaut  road  and  the  shortest  by  lialf  to  his  depot  at  Bridgeport 
lay  along  the  south  bank  of  the  Tennessee.  The  holding  of  this  all-important  route  was 
confided  to  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet's  command,  and  its  possession  forced  the 
enemy  to  a  road  double  the  length  over  two  ranges  of  momilains  by  vrujon  transportation. 
At  the  same  time  our  cavalry,  in  large  force,  was  thrown  across  the  river  to  operate 
on  this  long  and  difficult  route.  These  dispositions,  faithfully  sustained,  insured  the 
enemy'' s  speedy  evacvxdion  of  Chattanooga  for  leanl  of  food  and  forage.  Possessed  of  the 
shortest  road  to  his  depot,  and  the  one  by  which  reenforcements  must  reach  him,  we 
held  him  at  our  mercy,  and  his  destruction  v:as  only  a  question  of  time. 

Longstreet  to  Brent.'' 

October  27,  1863. 
The  position  just  taken  by  the  enemy  is  the  ridge  along  the  river  bank,  near 
Browns  Ferry.  The  position  can  be  attacked  on  the  flank  by  about  a  company  front, 
in  front  by  a  line  covering  the  entire  front.  *  *  *  Any  force  that  may  be  designed 
to  attack  it  will  be  obliged  to  pass  uuder  the  batteries  on  the  other  side  or  up  by 
Trenton.  The  only  disposition  that  I  have  made  is  to  draw  the  brigade  that  was  on 
the  other  side  of  Lookout  Mountain  close  into  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 

Longstreet's  report.^ 

About  October  31  Lieutenant-(  General  Hardee,  Major-General  Breckinridge,  and 
myself  were  ordered  to  examine  this  position  with  a  view  to  a  general  battle.  It  was 
decided  that  an  attack  was  impracticable;  that  the  only  route  by  which  our  troops 
could  reach  the  field  was  a  difficult  mountain  road,  only  practicable  for  infantry  and 
entirely  exposed  to  the  enemy's  batteries  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  His  posi- 
tions were  connected  by  a  short  and  easy  route,  while  ours  would  have  been  separated 
by  a  mountain,  impassaljle  to  artillery  except  by  a  detour  of  some  50  miles,  and 
hardly  practicable  for  infantry.  Our  position  was  so  faulty  that  we  could  not  accom- 
plish that  which  was  hoped  for.  We  were  trying  to  starve  the  enemy  out  by  investing 
him  on  the  only  side  from  which  he  could  not  have  gathered  supplies. 

On  the  subject  of  the  last  sentence  Bragg  says: 

That  disastrous  loss  of  these  advantages  and  our  subsequent  operations  in  conse- 
quence must  be  the  subject  of  a  future  communicration.*  (See  Bragg' s  report  quoted 
above. ) 

1  K.,  vol.  51,  p.  ?,7.         -'  Vol.  54,  p.  221.  ^  Vol.  .54,  p.  21S.         ■'Vol.  51,  p.  87. 
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[Appendix  3.] 
GENERAL  SMITH'S  THIRD  PRESENTATION. 

[From  (.Chattanooga  Times,  September  15,  1895.] 

Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton  haa  reviewed  with  apparent  severity,  in  tlie  Philadelphia  Star 
of  August  16,  a  pamphlet  recently  published  by  me  on  the  reopening  of  the  Tennessee 
River,  near  Chattanooga,  in  186.3. 
■  In  order  to  set  the  situation  clearly  before  anyone  desirous  of  studying  tlie  subject, 
it  is  necessary  to  make  an  explanation  as  to  what  was  absohitely  recjnired  to  free  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  from  the  seemingly  hopeless  position  in  which  it  stood  from 
the  l'2th  to  the  27th  of  October  of  186.3. 

The  giving  up  of  Lookout  ]Mountain  on  the  24th  of  8eiitember,  1S6;>,  lost  to  the 
army  at  Chattanooga  the  short  road  to  Bridgeport,  the  supply  depot  of  the  army, 
and  the  use  of  the  Tennessee  River  between  the  two  places  named  above.  The  road 
thus  given  up,  across  Lookout  Valley  to  Bridgeport,  was  about  28  miles.  The  sliort- 
est  of  the  new  roads  was  about  double  that  length  and  over  Waldens  Ridge,  with  its 
1,200  feet  of  altitude.  It  soon  became  evident  to  the  careful  observer  that  no  army 
could  be  supplied  over  such  a  long  and  rugged  road  for  any  length  of  time.  The 
pinch  began  about  the  10th  of  October  and  rapidly  increased  until  the  relief  came 
on  the  28th  of  that  month.  It  took  no  military  knowledge  to  see  that  a  shorter  line 
must  be  acquired  or  the  army  must  leave  Chattanooga.  The  only  shorter  line  was 
the  whole  or  part  of  that  which  had  been  given  up.  To  gain  that  required  one  of 
three  plans — first,  to  regain  the  whole  line  by  the  recapture  and  holding  of  Lookout 
^Mountain,  a  mountain  wall  protecting  the  road  and  river  to  Bridgeport;  second,  the 
acquisition  of,  with  power  to  hold  it,  the  valley  of  Lookout  Creek,  with  the  passes  in 
Raccoon  Mountain,  through  which  valley  and  passes  ran  the  road,  and  around  which 
ran  the  river;  third,  the  holding  of  the  northern  end  of  Raccoon  IMountain  on  the 
river  and  the  passes  in  that  mountain,  thus  protecting  Bridgeport  and  the  river  as 
far  as  Raccoon  Mountain. 

No  other  plan  except  driving  Bragg  away  from  his  lines  near  Chattanooga  was 
possible. 

The  third  jilan  would  not  have  acquired  the  road  through  Lookout  Valley,  but  it 
would  have  given  to  the  army  the  use  of  the  river  to  the  northern  end  of  Raccoon 
Mountain,  and  from  there  a  wagon  road  on  the  right  or  northern  bank  of  the  river 
of  about  4  miles  in  length  would  have  reached  Chattanooga.  There  was  opposite 
the  point  of  Raccoon  Mountain  an  island  of  about  2  miles  in  length,  which  would 
have  afforded  a  cover  for  steamboats  and  depots,  protecting  them  in  a  great  measure 
from  the  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy. 

The  first  plan  required  to  carry  it  out  a  battle  and  a  victory;  and  Lookout  Moun- 
tain was  an  almost  impregual)le  natural  fortress. 

The  second  and  third  plans  required  a  lodgment — a  bridge  connecting  that  lodg- 
ment with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland — and  prompt  supjjor't  from  a  column  moving 
from  Bridgeport.  No  lodgment  either  in  Lookout  ^^alley  or  at  Raccoon  Mountain 
could  be  effected  in  the  face  of  serious  opposition  to  the  landing  of  the  boats,  and 
the  only  hopeful  way  was  by  a  surprise. 

On  the  19th  of  October,  1863, 1  left  Chattanooga  to  go  down  and  examine  the  country, 
with  a  view  to  carrying  out  the  third  of  the  above  plans — that  is,  to  see  if  we  could 
find  on  Raccoon  Mountain  a  suitable  place  to  effect  a  lodgment,  and  then  use  Wil- 
liams Island  for  a  ])lace  to  land  and  shelter  stores.  I  followed  the  road  from  Chat- 
tanooga to  where  it  turns  up  over  Waldens  Ridge,  and  then  kejjt  the  river  road  to 
below  Williams  Island,  where  I  began  my  examination.  To  be  <>l  any  value  it  had 
to  be  very  carefully  made,  and,  though  I  had  left  Chattanooga  at  8  o'clock,  it  was,  I 
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think,  after  3  o'clock  before  I  reached  the  head  of  WilHams  Island.  I  had  found 
nothmg  of  value,  and,  accepting  the  failure,  had, turned  my  horse's  head  toward 
Chattanooga,  when  I  caught  sight  of  a  small  earthwork  above  me  on  the  river. 
Curious  to  know  Avhy  a  battery  should  be  posted  there,  I  rode  into  the  work  and  asked 
the  captain  why  he  was  there.     He  replied,  to  prevent  a  crossing  at  Browns  Ferry. 

I  was  attracted  l)y  the  lay  of  the  land,  and,  finding  from  tlie  captain  that  the 
pickets  were  on  good  terms,  I  went  to  the  waters'  edge  and  spent  an  hour  or  more 
there,  until  I  could  see  nothing  more  for  the  darkness.  I  estimated  the  width  of  the 
river,  the  velocity  of  the  current,  the  distance  to  the  smoke  of  the  picket  reserves, 
and  scanned  closely  the  opposite  hills,  to  see  if  they  could  be  scaled,  and  the  gorge,  to 
see  if  it  could  be  cleared  of  the  enemy  by  artillery. 

This  point  was  not,  strictly  speaking,  in  Lookout  Valley,  but  wa.s  only  about  3 
miles  from  the  railroad  there,  and  througli  a  comparatively  good,  smooth,  country. 
A  lodgment  effected  there  and  held  until  a  bridge  could  be  laid  would  l)e  theia  placed 
securely  under  the  protection  of  the  army,  less  than  2  miles  away  at  Chattanooga, 
and  any  hostile  force  attempting  to  hold  the  passes  in  Raccoon  Mountain  could  be 
attacked  in  flank  by  the  troops  from  Chattanooga.  The  Bridgeport  reenforcements 
once  through  the  passes.  Lookout  Valley  could  be  held  even  at  the  risk  of  a  general 
engagement.     (See  Longstreet's  report,  Official  Record,  vol.^  54,  pp.  218-221.) 

This  operation,  however,  belonged  to  plan  No.  2,  and  I  had  started  out  to  examine 
localities  for  plan  No.  3.  The  examination  for  one  drifted  into  the  other,  as  I  have 
explained,  and  that  is  why  in  a  former  paper,  from  w^hich  I  copied  in  my  late  pam- 
phlet, I  called  ita  " fortuitous  reconnoissance."  In  my  report  of  November,  1863,  I 
naturally  gave  the  whole  day's  work  as  a  part  "of  the  operations  for  making  a  lodg- 
ment on  the  south  side  of  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry." 

Upon  going  back  to  headquarters  this  thought  was  with  me:  Everything  depends 
upon  a  surprise.  If  that  is  not  effected  the  troops  will  be  seriously  beaten.  Some 
risk,  however  desperate,  has  to  be  taken  to  save  us. 

Arriving  at  headquarters  I  found  that  General  Rosecrans  had  been  relieved,  and  I 
had  no  talk  with  him  on  the  subject. 

The  next  morning,  on  reporting  to  General  Thomas,  I  was  directed  to  throw  a 
second  bridge  at  Chattanooga.  I  asked  him  to  delay  the  order  until  he  had  consid- 
ered my  plan  for  a  movement  to  reopen  the  river,  and  detailed  it  to  him.  I  am  sure 
that  he  did  not  then  attribute  the  plan  to  anyone  else,  for  in  two  or  three  hours  he 
sent  for  me  to  say  that  he  had  been  told  that  I  was  simply  seeking  notoriety  in  a  big 
list  of  killed  and  wounded,  and  that  he  would  lose  two  of  his  best  brigades — the 
force  I  asked  for. 

After  I  had  talked  with  him  further  about  the  matter,  I  was  told  to  go  ahead  with 
the  preparations.  This  was  on  the  20th,  and  his  orders  to  Hooker  w'ere  dated  Octo- 
ber 23  and  were  explicit  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  at  both  ends  of  the  line.  There 
was  in  this  case  no  order  for  Hooker  to  move  without  a  corresponding  order  for 
troops  to  effect  a  lodgment — supporting  batteries  and  a  l^ridge  party.  Compare  it 
with  Rosecrans' s  orders  to  Hooker — accompanied  by  no  order  to  the  engineers  and 
no  orders  for  a  detail  of  troojis  to  capture  and  hold  a  footing  on  the  south  bank. 

General  Boynton,  in  his  paper,  speaks  of  a  withdrawal  of  a  pamphlet  formerly  pub- 
lished by  me,  averring  that  my  friends  told  me  that  it  was  short  in  proofs  from  the 
record.     That  was  news  to  me. 

When  my  attention  was  called  to  Rosecrans' a  paper  in  the  North  American  Review, 
which  attacked  Grant  for  claiming  the  plan  of  the  movement  to  reopen  the  river,  and 
set  himself  up  as  the  author,  I  did  not  suppose  that  such  a  violent  attack  would  have 
been  published  without  convincing  proof,  and  therefore  in  my  pamphlet,  I,  as  it  were, 
made  Grant  "a  party  to  the  suit,"  showing  that  Mr.  Dana  had  telegraphed  the  plan 
to  Stanton  before  Grant  had  arrived  at  Chattanooua. 


^Should  be  t-erial  number. 


iia 

After  a  few  copies  had  been  (listril)utcil,  I  fDUiid  tliat  l>i)th  lio^fore  and  after  t]ie 
movement  (irant  had  telegraphed  to  Ilalleck  calling  it  a  plan  of  Thomas's.  I,  of 
course,  stopped  the  distril)ution  of  the  pamphlet,  as  to  include  General  Grant  as  a 
sinning  jiarty  was  to  "  beat  the  air."  General  Boynton  says  my  chief  reliance  in  my 
pamphlet  is  upon  the  IVIerrill  map  of  September  8,  1868,  in  which  Browns  Ferry  is 
put  down  at  Moccasin  Point  and  the  place  where  the  bridge  was  thrown  is  called 
Williams  Ferry.  When  that  map  was  sent  to  me,  about  a  year  ami  a  half  ago,  I 
became  interested  in  it  liecause  it  explained  certain  statements  of  Rosecrana  which  I 
had  never  before  been  able  to  explain  in  any  but  a  noncomplimentary  way  to  Rose- 
crans.  It  explained  some  discrepancies  between  his  statement  before  the  committee 
in  1865  and  his  paper  in  the  North  American  Review  in  1885.  Notwithstanding 
General  Boynton' s  reiterated  assertion,  my  utmost  research  has  never  been  able  to 
find  a  map  from  the  engineer  department  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  published 
after  Merrill's  map  of  September  8,  1863,  until  my  map  of  that  year,  which  naturally 
had  the  place  where  the  bridge  was  thrown  called  Browns  Ferry,  because  that  was 
the  name  given  to  me.  Nor  did  any  person  ever  call  my  attention  to  such  a  map. 
I  assume  that  ( Jeneral  Boynton  has  some  authority  for  such  statements.  To  attempt 
to  make  capital  (jut  of  my  own  map,  made  after  the  events  had  long  passed,  and  in 
which  I  had  corrected  the  error  in  Merrill's  map,  seems  hardly  worthy  of  the  subject. 

To  General  Stewart,  commissioner  of  the  National  Park,  I  was  indebted  for  infor- 
mation as  to  the  names  of  the  ferries  in  the  vicinity  of  Chattanooga.  I  learned  that 
I  was  correct  in  calling  the  ferry  where  the  bridge  was  thrown  Browns  Ferry.  I 
might  have  learned  the  same  thing  had  I  carefully  read  Longstreet's  report  of  October 
27,  1863. 

General  Boynton  refers  to  an  apparent  contradiction  in  General  Thomas's  state- 
ments. He  can  account  for  them  as  he  pleases.  The  statement  with  reference  to 
me  is  explicit,  and  will  not  bear  the  doctoring  he  has  given  it.  The  concise  expres- 
sion used  by  General  Thomas  with  reference  to  me  I  first  saw  in  Chaplain  Van 
Home's  history  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  Chaplain  Van  Home  was  the 
friend  of  Thomas,  to  whom  he  confided  all  his  papers.  (See  Van  Home's  entire 
account,  which  is  most  interesting.)  Were  I  asked  to  explain  the  discrepancy  I 
should  say  that  General  Thomas  could  have  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  matter, 
and  must  have  taken  it  as  Mr.  Dana  on  October  4  took  Rosecrans's  statements  about 
the  bridge  for  the  river  at  Lookout  Creek,  as  Mr.  Dana  also  took  the  story  on  the  l-lth 
about  the  concentration  of  Hooker's  command,  viz,  that  Rosecrans  told  him  so. 
That  Thomas  was  wrong  about  the  boats  is  shown  by  a  disimtch  of  Rosecrans's 
dated  October  18,  in  which  he  says:  "Our  pontoon  bridge  restored" — that  is,  the 
bridge  at  Chattanooga,  which  had  been  broken  for  three  days — ' '  boats  for  a  second 
under  way" — that  is,  for  a  second  bridge  at  Chattanooga,  which  proves  that  Thomas 
had  been  misinformed,  and  that  as  late  as  the  18th,  the  day  before  Thomas  assumed 
command,  there  was  no  bridge  being  constructed  for  Lookout  Valley.  The  sneer, 
therefore,  at  Captain  Fox  for  saying  that  he  was  making  a  bridge,  but  had  no  knowl- 
edge where  it  was  to  go,  is  without  reason. 

It  is  just  as  well  to  be  uninformed,  like  Captain  Fox,  as  to  bo  misinformed,  as  was 
General  Thomas. 

General  Boynton  says  "  upon  General  Hooker's  arrival  at  Bridgeport  the  next  day 
(October  1)  General  Rosecrans  ordered  him  to  cross  the  Tennessee  and  move  toward 
Chattanooga,  to  cooperate  in  opening  the  river.  This  order  was  repeated  on  the  12th 
and  again  on  the  19th,  the  day  General  Rosecrans  was  removed."  It  is  generally 
assumed  that  in  cases  like  this  correct  quotations  will  be  made.  Let  us  see  how 
General  Boynton  carries  out  this  assumed  rule  of  ethics.  I  quote  from  the  record: 
"Put  down  a  pontoon  bridge  and  make  immediate  preparations  for  crossing  your 
command  at  that  point."  Nothing  said  al)out  Chattanooga,  and  as  little  said  about 
any  cooperation  to  open  the  river. 
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The  order  of  the  12th,  to  which  reference  i.s  made  in  the  above  quotation,  is  as  fol- 
lows: "  Can  you  have  ready  a  column  of  one  division  to  move  up  to  Shellmound,  and 
push  an  advance  brigade  to  Whitesides,  to  start  ])y  daylight  in  the  morning?  They 
can  take  ten  days'  rations  in  haversack  and  knapsack;  answer."  There  was  no  order 
in  that — no  order,  certainly,  for  cooperation  in  opening  the  river.  There  was  no  order 
published  by  Eosecrans  for  any  concentration  on  "the  19th,  the  day  General  Rose- 
crana  was  removed."  It  is  very  difficult  to  maintain  a  discussion  on  a  matter  like 
this,  when  one  party  makes  up  orders  to  suit  his  case  as  he  goes  along.  I  denied  in 
mj'  pamphlet  the  existence  of  such  an  order  from  Eosecrans  or  any  reference  to  it 
in  the  order  of  General  Thomas  of  that  date.  In  his  review  in  the  Star  General 
Boynton  says  I  denied  the  existence  of  the  order  of  General  Thomas  of  the  19th, 
while  the  fact  is  that  I  quote  the  order.  In  proof  of  his  statement,  General  Boynton 
quotes,  as  he  says,  from  the  testimony  of  Thomas,  as  to  what  that  last  order  of  Rose- 
crans's  meant.  Eosecrans's  last  order  to  Hooker  as  to  concentration  is  dated  the  17th, 
and  that  had  reference  to  a  movement  of  his  forces  in  case  Bragg  crossed  the  river 
to  the  north  of  Chattanooga,  and  had  not  a  word  to  say  about  ' '  opening  the  commu- 
nications with  Chattanooga  ])y  river  and  rail."  I  have  given  that  order  in  full  in 
my  pamphlet,  and  there  is  no  necessity  for  explaining  its  meaning,  for  it  is  as  explicit 
as  the  English  language  can  make  it. 

General  Boynton  says  that  the  claim  that  Eosecrans  "rode  on  the  19th  of  October  to 
the  ferry  opposite  Lookout,"  designated  on  the  progress  map  as  Browns  Ferry,  with 
a  view  of  throwing  a  bridge  there,  is  "preposterous  to  the  last  degree,  as  anyone 
familiar  with  the  ground  will  admit.  He  could  only  have  ridden  there  at  the  immi- 
nent risk  of  his  life;  and  as  to  the  throwing  a  bridge  at  that  point  for  the  purpose  of 
transporting  supplies,  it  was  simply  impossible  without  a  general  engagement.  The 
point  was  within  rifle  range  of  the  Confederate  infantry  *  *  *  and  within  close 
range  of  the  enemy's  field  artillery,  posted  in  inaccessible  positions.  No  bridge  could 
have  existed  there  for  an  hour,  even  if  an  army  had  succeeded  in  establishing  it," 
etc.  Now  it  so  happens  that  Eosecrans,  in  his  testimony  of  1865,  says  that  on  the 
4th  of  October,  1863,  after  a  conference  with  Thomas  and  Garfield,  and  with  the 
"map  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinity"  before  them,  selected  that  place  for  his  crossing, 
and  had  a  copy  of  the  map  made  and  sent  to  Hooker  to  guide  him.  Eosecrans's 
description  fixes  the  place  beyond  doubt,  and  on  that  same  day,  October  4,  Mr.  Dana 
telegraphs  that  "engineers  are  at  work  on  a  bridge  to  be  throAvn  to  the  mouth  of 
Lookout  Creek."  That  was  not  a  fact,  but  tliat  statement  must  have  been  gained 
from  Eosecrans  after  the  conference  wdth  Thomas  and  Garfield.  On  that  same  day, 
too,  Garfield  sends  Hooker  a  set  of  maps.  General  Eosecrans  says  that  that  map  (a 
copy  of  which  was  sent  to  Hooker)  was  probably  the  one  shown  to  General  Grant 
on  the  night  of  his  arrival,  which  Grant  mistook  for  a  map  of  the  new  lines  to  be 
taken  up  when  Eosecrans  fell  back.  General  Eeynolds  was  present  on  that  occasion, 
and,  as  he  was  cliief  of  staff,  that  map  must  have  been  in  liis  possession. 

Now,  General  Eosecrans  went  into  the  battery  at  Moccasin  Point  without  great  risk. 
General  Eeynolds  says  that  they  did  visit  a  battery  which  conforms  to  that  location, 
and  that  only.  General  Eosecrans  could  not  have  made  a  proper  examination  to  fix 
decisively  upon  Browns  Ferry,  where  the  bridge  was  thrown,  without  going  within 
range  of  the  rifies  of  the  pickets;  that  General  Reynolds  does  not  huit  at. 

General  Boynton  has  been  for  some  years  earnestly  engaged  in  the  effort  to  prove 
that  Chattanooga  and  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  would  not  have  been  lost  if 
General  Eosecrans  had  been  retained  in  command  in  1863.  He  has  been  persistent 
in  trying  to  make  out  that  Eosecrans  would  nave  reopened  the  Temaessee  Eiver  by 
the  same  operation,  and  at  the  same  place,  upon  which  Thomas  moved.  His  zeal  is 
W'orthy  of  all  praise,  but,  unfortunately,  it  is  shown  in  direct  opposition  to  the  testi- 
mony of  E(jsecrans  before  the  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war,  given  in  1865, 
two  vears  after  the  Avork  was  done.     It  is  also  in  conflict  with  his  dispatch  to  Ilalleck, 
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written  on  the  liUh  of  October,  after  he  had  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  order 
placing  Thomas  in  connnand.  That  dispatch  looked  forward  only  to  opening  the 
river  by  the  recaitture  of  Lookout  INlountain,  and  other  contingences  which  would 
have  taken  months  to  bring  about. 

Mr.  Dana,  whose  jiosition  ought  to  have  entitled  him  to  know  everything  tliat 
Rosecrans  intended  to  do,  telegraphs  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  October  16:  "Our 
dazed  and  mazy  commander  can  not  perceive  the  catastrophe  that  is  close  upon  us 
or  fix  his  mind  upon  the  means  of  preventing  it." 

Can  anything  be  stronger  than  that? 

I  will  conclude  this  long  letter  by  one  more  telegram  from  Mr.  Dana  t(j  Secretary 
Stanton : 

Chaitanoooa,  Ocluhcr  ^4,  I860,  10  a.  m. 

Grant  arrived  last  night,  wet,  dirty,  and  well.  He  is  just  going  to  reconnoiter  an 
important  position  which  (ieneral  .Smith  has  discovered  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout 
Valley,  and  wliich  will  be  occupied  from  here  simultaneously  with  Hooker's  occupa- 
tion of  Raccoon  Mountain.  This  movement  will  probably  take  place  within  three 
days. 

That  information  Mr.  Dana  must  have  derived  from  (Tcneral  Tliomas  or  his  chief 
of  staff. 

General  Tliomas  himself  must  have  suggesti^l  to  General  (Jrantthis  reconnoissance 
in  the  same  terms  with  more  of  detail. 

Had  General  Thomas  heard  of  this  position  from  General  Rosecrans  would  he  have 
reported  it  to  Mr.  Dana  as  a  discovery  by  General  Smith?  Would  he  have  made  the 
suggestion  to  General  Grant  that  it  was  a  discovery  of  mine?  General  <  irant  could 
not  have  understood  that  it  was  a  plan  of  Rosecrans,  either  from  Rosecrans,  October 
21,  at  Stevenson,  or  from  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  for  directly  after  he  had  api)roved 
of  the  plan  he  telegraphed  to  Halleck  of  Thomas's  plan. 

Wm.  Fakkak  S>utu. 


BOTNTON  BKIEFLY  ANSWERS  SMITH. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Times: 

Returning  from  the  exercises  attending  the  dedication  of  the  National  Military 
Park  at  Chattanooga,  my  attention  was  called  to  alongarticleinyour  journal  wherein 
Gen.  William  F.  Smith  takes  sharp  issue  with  a  statement  of  mine  to  the  effect  that 
the  Browns  Ferry  movement  for  the  relief  of  Chattanooga  in  1863  was  devised  by 
General  Rosecrans.  As  everybody  admits,  this  plan  was  afterwards  most  brilliantly 
executed  l)y  General  Smith,  to  wliom  the  working  out  of  all  the  details  was  committed. 

General  Smith's  claim,  to  sustain  which  he  has  published  two  pamj)hlets  and  many 
newspaper  columns,  is  that  he  alone  both  originated  the  })lan  and  executed  it. 

Please  allow  me  space  to  say,  briefly,  that  this  claim  can  not  be  substantiated,  for 
the  following  sufhcient  reasons: 

1.  General  Rosecrans,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  head  of  General  Hooker's  colunmat 
Nashville,  notified  those  directing  its  movements  that  it  would  operate  in  Lookout 
Valley.  This  was  before  the  arrival  of  General  Smith  in  the  Western  Army.  Any 
cooperation  from  tliat  valley  with  the  forces  in  Chattanooga  required  a  pontoon 
bridge. 

2.  Work  on  this  Ijridge  at  once  began,  under  an  order  from  General  Rosecrans 
himself,  and  a  thousand  feet  of  it  had  been  completed  before  General  Smith  was 
directed  by  General  Rosecrans  to  examine  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Browns  Ferry 
with  a  view  to  the  execution  of  the  plan  for  opening  a  sliort  line  of  supi)]ieK.  This 
statement  is  upon  the  authority  of  the  ollicer  thus  ordered  by  General  Rosecrans  to 
construct  the  bridge. 
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3.  Concerning  General  Smith's  contention  that  General  Rosecrans  did  not  ride 
with  him  to  Browns  Ferry  upon  the  day  of  General  Smith's  first  reconnoissance,  but 
rode  to  an  upper  ferry  instead,  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Reynolds  of  the  Army,  who  was  chief 
of  staff  to  General  Rosecrans  and  rode  with  him  the  day  of  the  reconnoissance,  was 
present  at  the  recent  dedication,  and  visited  Browns  Ferry.  He  fully  recognized  the 
point  where  the  bridge  was  thrown  as  the  one  visited  by  General  Rosecrans.  Upon 
riding  to  a  point  ojiposite  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek,  farther  up  the  stream,  at 
which  point  General  Smith  claims  General  Rosecrans  intended  to  throw  the  bridge, 
General  Reynolds  was  not  only  certain  that  they  did  not  examine  that  point  for  a 
bridge,  Inxt  that,  owing  to  its  being  fully  commanded  at  short  range  from  Lookout 
Momitain,  the  idea  of  throwing  a  bridge  there  would  have  been  preposterous. 

4.  During  the  recent  visit  it  wa.s  determine<l,  by  evidence  which  can  not  be  set 
aside  and  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  a  company  of  prominent  officers  interested  in  the 
question,  that  Browns  Ferry,  as  now  known,  has  been  so  known  back  to  the  times 
that  the  Indians  occupied  the  country;  that  no  other  ferry  was  so  known  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country  or  by  General  Rosecrans's  army  after  its  arrival  at  Chat- 
tanooga, and  that  no  other  ferry  sxisted  between  Browns  Ferry  and  Chattanooga. 

5.  Capt.  W.  C.  ]\Iargedant,  who  was  General  Rosecrans's  topographical  engineer, 
brought  to  Chattanooga  and  exhibited  at  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  tlie  Army  of 
the  Cumberland  photographs  of  the  Browns  Ferry  crossing  and  adjacent  points 
taken  by  direction  of  General  Rosecrans  as  part  of  the  working  plans  for  the  opening 
of  the  river.  These  were  taken  before  General  Smith's  arrival  in  the  Western  Army. 
They  have  Ijeen  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land and  will  be  reproduced  in  its  forthcoming  volume  of  proceedings. 

6.  Soon  after  General  Smith's  assignment  to  duty  with  General  Rosecrans's  army, 
on  the  3d  of  October,  1863,  employees  of  the  coast  survey  from  General  Smith's  head- 
quarter's  af)peared  at  Captain  IMargedant's  office  in  civilians'  dress  and  demanded  his 
maps  for  General  Smith.  These  he  refused  mider  a  special  order  of  General  Rosecrans 
strictly  forbidding  the  exhibition  of  any  maps  without  an  order  direct  from  the  head- 
quarters of  the  army.  The  coast  survey  men  soon  returned,  one  of  them  wearing  a 
sword,  and  repeated  their  demand  in  the  name  of  General  Smith,  and  were  again 
refused.  Captain  ]\Iargedant  was  then  placed  in  arrest,  by  order  of  General  Smith, 
and  these  officials  carried  off  the  maps  they  were  seeking  to  obtain.  Among  these 
was  one  showing  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry  and  its  shores,  with  the  boats  of  a  pon- 
toon bridge  as  contemplated  in  General  Rosecrans's  plan  sketched  in  in  pencil  upon 
the  map  at  the  exact  point  where  it  was  afterwards  laid  by  General  Smith. 

H.  V.  BOYNTON. 

Washington,  September  30,  18U5. 


GENERAL    BOYNTON' S    FULL    REPLY    TO    GENERAL    SMITH'S    PAMPHLETS    AND 

NEWSPAPER   ARTICLES. 

[Cincinnati  Commercial-Gazette,  January  26,  1896.] 

There  are  thousands  of  veterans  in  all  quarters  of  the  land  in  whose  eyes  General 
Rosecrans  is  one  of  the  chief  heroes  of  the  war.  This  widely  scattered  company  of 
graybeards  will  not  fail  to  challenge  the  recent  studied  attemjit  of  an  Eastern  officer 
to  claim  the  authorship  of  one  of  "Old  Rosey's"  most  brilliant  plans. 

For  several  months  Gen.  W.  F.  (Baldy)  Smith  has  been  industriously  at  work 
trying  to  convince  the  Eastern  public  that  he  and  not  General  Rosecrans  conceived 
the  Browns  Ferry  movement  by  which  the  Tennessee  River  was  opened  and  the 
army  at  Chattanooga  relieved  through  the  establisliment  of  a  short  and  reliable  line 
of  supplies. 
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No  one  lia.s  ever  questioned  the  fact  that  the  details  of  tliip  movement  were 
intrusted  to  (ieneral  Smith  .soon  after  he  reached  Cliattanooga  from  (lie  East  and 
that  finally  they  were  most  brilliantly  executed  under  his  direction.  But  when  he 
claims  that  he  originated  the  plan  he  simply  makes  himself  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of 
all  who  are  either  informed  concerning  the  official  records  relating  to  this  affair  or 
who  take  the  trouble  to  examine  these  records. 

Not  only  was  the  plan  devised  by  General  Roseerans,  but  in  pursuance  of  his 
orders  it  was  well  under  way  toward  execution  before  General  Smith  arrived  at 
Chattanooga.  If  he  had  never  come  or  if  he  had  never  been  born,  the  line  of  short 
supplies  by  way  of  Browns  Ferry  would  have  been  as  promptly  opened  and  the 
army  at  Chattanooga  as  speedily  relieved.  And  yet  he  has  published  two  pamphlets 
and  several  newspaper  columns  to  prove  that  what  was  fully  decided  uj)on  Ijefore  he 
started  for  Chattanooga  was  first  conceived  by  him  some  three  weeks  after  liis  arrival 
at  that  point. 

General  Smith's  specific  claim  is  that  on  October  18,  1863,  he  informed  General 
Roseerans  that  he  would  the  next  day  make  a  reconnoissance  of  the  north  bank  of 
the  Tennessee  River  below  Chattanooga  "to  see  if  we  could  not  utilize  Raccoon 
Mountain,"  and  thereupon  General  Roseerans  volunteered  to  go  with  him;  that  the 
next  day,  riding  along  the  river  by  himself,  lie  discovered  Browns  Ferry,  which  he 
insists  was  not  then  known  to  General  Roseerans  or  the  army,  and  that  upon  dis- 
covering this  favorable  point  he  conceived  the  plan  of  throwing  a  ])ontoon  ])ridge 
there  and  opening  a  certain  and  adequate  line  of  supplies. 

The  object  of  this  article  is  to  prove,  from  the  official  records,  beyond  room  for 
doubt,  that  General  Roseerans  planned  this  movement  before  General  Smith  was 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  to  show  that  this  amazing  attempt  of 
the  latter  officer  to  wrest  from  General  Roseerans  the  credit  of  this  most  brilliant 
plan  and  appropriate  it  to  himself  has'nothing  substantial  to  rest  upon. 

The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  arrived  in  Chattanooga  from  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga  during  the  night  of  Sejitember  21,  1863,  and  in  the  morning  of  September  22. 
Two  days  later  the  river  route  to  Bridgeport  was  closed  by  the  Confederate  occupa- 
tion of  Lookout  ^Mountain  below  the  city.  From  that  time  supplies  began  to  decrease 
owing  to  the  difficulties  of  transportation  over  the  mountain  roads  from  Bridgeport, 
and  l)y  the  middle  of  October  the  situation  had  become  serious  and  the  question  of 
holding  the  city  turned  on  the  problem  of  supplies.  The  claim  of  General  Smith,  in 
its  essence,  is  that  the  great  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  which  in  spite  of  low  rations 
was  in  high  heart  and  as  confident  as  ever  of  its  prowess  under  the  command  of 
Roseerans — a  genius  in  planning  as  well  as  executing — ably  assisted  by  George  H. 
Thomas  and  the  long  array  of  notable  subordinates  who  rendered  that  army  illustri- 
ous, lay  helplesd  and  hoj^eless  at  Chattanooga,  slowly  starving  to  death  and  grimly 
waiting  for  its  last  gasp,  when  suddenly  "Baldy,"  the  great  deliverer,  arrived  and 
showed  these  eminent  but  now  thoroughly  jjrostrated  and  imbecile  officers  how  to 
extricate  themselves  from  their  desperate  situation  and  save  their  army. 

Unfortunately  for  this  romance  the  official  records  tell  a  very  different  story  and 
tell  very  little  about  "Baldy"  until  after  the  plan  had  been  turned  over  to  him  to 
execute. 

The  misleading  title  of  Gen.  "Baldy"  Smith's  juggling  with  the  records  is:  The 
Reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River  near  Chattanooga,  October,  1863,  as  Related  by 
Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas  and  the  Official  Record.  Compiled  and  Annotated  l>y 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  William  Farrar  Smith. 

If  what  General  Thomas  really  did  say  in  his  well-known  official  papers  had  been 
reproduced  in  this  pamphlet  of  40  ])ages,  or  even  if  a  reasonably  fair  story  from  the 
official  records  had  been  given,  the  pamphlet  itself  would  have  i)resented  a  case  of 
suicide  on  General  Smith's  i^art,  as  his  pamphlet  would,  in  either  of  these  cases, 
have  killed  his  claim. 
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Besides  glaring  omissioiiH  of  vital  dispatches  of  General  Thomas  which  are  promi- 
nent in  the  volumes  from  which  he  makes  partial  quotations,  there  is  one  volume  of 
the  published  records  to  which,  however,  he  makes  no  reference,  which  contains 
voluminous  proof  and  the  clearest  proofs  that  the  plan  of  reopening  the  river  was 
fully  formed  before  General  Smith  started  for  the  Western  army.  This  is  the  volume 
containing  the  history  of  the  transfer  of  Hooker's  corps  from  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  to  the  Tennessee  River,  known  in  the  War  Record  series  as  the  Mine  Run 
volume.  One  of  two  things  must  be  true:  Either  General  Smith  has  never  discovered 
and  read  this  record,  or  he  has  deliberately  ignored  it. 

The  dedication  of  this  nusleading  pamphlet  is  in  exact  keepmg  with  the  title: 
"Dedicated  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  in  memory  of  the  fortitude  with  which 
it  endured  starvation  during  the  siege  of  Chattanooga  in  September  and  October, 
1863" — and,  of  course,  imtil  relieved  by  General  Smith.  The  army  at  Chattanooga 
had  full  rations  until  after  the  1st  of  October,  three-quarter  rations  October  19,  the 
day  General  Rosecrans  was  relieved,  with  .300,000  full  rations  on  hand  and  300 
wagons  then  loaded  and  ready  to  start  from  Bridgeport.  For  ten  days  after  that  the 
ease  was  much  worse,  but  not  bad  enough  to  carry  the  period  of  "starvation"  back 
over  the  month  when  the  army  liad  full  rations. 

Before  examining  the  development  of  General  Rosecrans's  plan  for  reopening  the 
river  to  Bridgeport  by  way  of  Browns  Ferry  it  is  well  to  fix  a  few  dates  in  mind. 

The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  reached  Chattanooga  after  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga  in  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  September  22. 

September  24  Mr.  Dana  telegraphed  Secretary  Stanton  that  "It  [Chattanooga]  has 
now  been  made  so  strong  that  it  can  only  be  taken  by  regular  siege." 

General  Smith  did  not  arrive  from  the  East  until  September  .30,  and  was  not 
assigned  to  duty  until  October  3. 

General  Rosecrans  was  I'elieved  October  19. 

General  Smith  claims  that  he  discovered  Browns  Ferry  on  that  day,  that  it  was 
not  known  to  General  Rosecrans  or  the  army  up  to  that  time,  and  that  on  that  day, 
namely,  October  19,  he  (Smith)  conceived  the  Browns  Ferry  movement. 

Turning  from  this  claim  to  the  official  records,  it  innnediately  dissolves  into  noth- 
ingness. The  references  after  the  quotations  to  follow  are  the  serial  numbers  and 
pages  of  the  War  Record  volumes. 

Stanton  to  Dana,  September  24—3.30  a.  m.  (Serial  No.  48,  page  150) : 

We  have  made  arrangements  to  send  15,000  infantry,  under  General  Hooker,  from 
here,  and  will  have  them  in  Nashville  in  five  or  six  days  from  to-day,  with  orders  to 
push  on  immediately  wherever  General  Rosecrans  wants  them. 

Halleck  to  Rosecrans,  Septem])er  24 — 10  a.  m.  (48,  151): 

The  corps  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  thousand  men  to  be  .sent  from  here  has  the  usual 
amount  of  artillery,  but  no  cavalry.  If  the  artillery  is  not  deemed  necessary,  the 
railroad  transportation  will  be  greatly  diminished.     Please  answer. 

Rosecrans  to  Halleck,  September  24 — 2  p.  m.  (48,  151) : 

Please  send  the  infantry  by  brigades  as  fast  as  possible.  Let  the  artillery  follow  at 
leisure.  The  great  point  is  to  have  the  troops  at  Stevenson  and  Bridgeport  to  secure 
tho.se  points  and  the  railroad.  We  can  hold  this  point  if  we  can  keep  up  communi- 
cation and  supplies. 

Itinerary,  Whitaker's  brigade  (50,  864,  865): 

September  ^:B  (Tuesday). — The  command  was  ordered  [bj'  General  Rosecrans]  to 
occupy  the  hill  opposite  Chattanooga,  and  accordingly  marched  over  and  took  that 
position  [Moccasin  Point].  The  Ninety-sixth  Illinois  Volunteers  [Colonel  Cham- 
pion] was  sent  to  guard  the  ferry  and  crossing  at  Williams  Island  Ferry. 

September  24. — The  rebels  opened  fire  on  Colonel  Champion's  men  and  took  the 
ferryboat  that  was  being  floated  down  the  river.  The  balance  of  the  brigade  was 
moved  down  to  the  ferry,  the  boat  was  retaken,  and  the  command  was  distributed 
along  the  river  between  Browns  and  Williams  ferries. 
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General  Smitli  ronteivlH  tliat  (ienoral  Ko^'c'raiiH  only  knew  of  one  ferry  and  did 
not  know  of  the  real  Browns  Ferry  at  all  up  to  ()('tol)er  19. 

September  24- — Whitaker,  from  Moecanin  Point,  to  Steedmau  (52,828): 

The  One  hnndred  and  fifteenth  Illinoin  Vohinteers,  one  section  of  the  Eighteenth 
Ohio  Battery,  at  Browns  Ferry,  3  miles  below  the  position  of  Colonel  Champion. 

The  latter  was: 

"Directly  opposite  the  base  of  Lookont  Mountain,  protecting  the  ferry." 

The  Eleventh  Illinois  and  he  battery  were,  by  order  of  General  Rosecrans,  guard- 
ing Browns  Ferry,  where  the  pontoon  bridge  was  afterwards  thrown. 

This  same  daj'  Whitaker  was  reporting  to  and  receiving  orders  direct  from  General 
Rosecrans  in  regard  to  the  positions  he  occupied  on  the  river  and  the  operations  at 
each  (52,827,830). 

September  24,  headquarters  Fifth  Kentucky  Cavalry,at  Williams's  house  (52,834). 
This  was  close  to  Williams  Ferry  and  ojiposite  Williams  Island. 

September  ;?6\— Dana  to  Stanton  (50,  201) : 

Rosecrans  is  aljout  to  lay  a  l)ridge  across  the  Tennessee  at  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek, 
so  that  he  can  operate  from  here  in  that  valley  without  crossing  the  mountain. 

This  was  the  contemplated  bridge  at  Browns  Ferry,  and  General  Smith  did  not 
arrive  from  the  east  until  the  week  following. 
September  29 — 8  a.  m. — Dana  to  Stanton  (50,  203): 

All  quiet  at  Bridgeport.  *  *  *  Railroad  bridge  there  will  soon  be  done,  and 
that  over  Running  Water  also  ready  to  put  up.  Hooker  will  first  be  stationed  at 
Wauhatchie,  in  Lookout  Valley. 

These  bridges  were  contracted  for  by  General  Rosecrans  before  he  started  on  the 
Chickamauga  campaign.  (Conduct  of  the  War,  1865,  vol.  3,  p.  30,  Rosecrans's  cam- 
paigns.) 

September  26. — Hooker  to  Rosecrans,  Washington  (48,159): 

The  head  of  the  column  left  last  night.  No  transportation.  I  hope  to  have  it  in 
Nashville  by  the  1st  proximo.  I  desire  that  Major-General  Rosecrans  will  have 
orders  waiting  me  there  for  the  disposition  of  my  force. 

September  27. — Rosecrans  to  Hooker  (48, 164): 

Your  dispatch  received.  Trains  will  await  the  arrival  of  your  troops  to  bring  the 
advance  to  Bridgeport.  The  remainder  will  follow  to  the  same  point.  Your  trans- 
portation will  be  supplied  at  Bridgeport. 

September  27. — Rosecrans  to  Thomas  A.  Scott  (48,  165): 

All  the  eastern  troops  must  be  concentrated  at  Bridgeport  with  all  possible  dis- 
patch; every  effort  will  and  must  l)e  bent  to  this.  *  *  *  Want  to  secure  our 
connnunications. 

September  27. — Meigs  to  Stanton  (52,  890): 

When  the  troops  understood  to  be  on  their  way  here  arrive.  General  Rosecrans 
expects  to  recover  connnaiid  of  the  river  to  Bridgeport.  Sui)plies  can  then  be  accu- 
nmlated  by  water. 

General  Smith  declares  that  General  Meigs  knew  nothing  of  any  plan  of  Rosecrans 
to  open  the  river,  and,  curiously,  concludes  from  this  that  Rosecrans  could  have  had 
no  plan. 

September  29. — Rosecrans  to  Colonel  Innis  (48,  177): 

Strain  every  nerve  to  send  through  Hooker's  corps;  the  troops  nmst  come  througli 
to  Bridgeport.  Let  me  know  how  soon  those  two  conqianies  of  engineers  will  In- 
ready;  we  need  them  very  much. 

These  were  wanted  for  bridge  work. 

September  30. — Rosecrans  to  Hooker  (48,  179): 

Your  corps  will  ])ass  directly  to  Bridgejiort  without  reshipment  at  Nashville.  Field 
transportation  will  ])e  ready  for  you  at  Jiridgeport. 
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Sepicinhcr  so. — Hodges,  (luartermaster  at  Nashville,  to  Rosecrans  (52,  947) : 

Will  you  please  give  uie  au  idea  of  where  the  troops  now  coming  in  will  be  for  the 
present? 

Septemher  30. — Rosecrans  to  Hodges,  at  Nashville  (52,  947): 

The  troops  coming  in  Avill  operate  on  the  Lookout  Valley  line  unless  called  north- 
ward. 

Upon  this  day  General  Smith  arrived.  If  he  gathered  any  correct  information,  he 
ascertained  that  Hooker  was  to  come  forward  into  Lookout  Valley  and  that  Rose- 
crans was  preparing  to  throw  a  bridge  to  afford  communication.  Indeed,  it  did  not 
require  overshadowing  military  knowledge  to  see  that  a  bridge  was  necessary,  and  an 
ordinary  incident  of  the  plan. 

October  i.— Garfield  to  Hooker  (53,  24): 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  you  to  *  *  *  put  down  a  pontoon 
bridge  and  make  immediate  preparation  for  crossing  your  command  at  that  point. 

Everything  that  had  occurred  up  to  this  point  was  before  General  Smith  was 
assigned  to  duty  at  Chattanooga,  which  was  October  ?>. 
October  .^.— Dana  to  Stanton  (50, 207) : 

Engineers  are  now  engaged  upon  the  jjontoon  bridge  to  cross  the  Tennessee  at 
mouth  of  Lookout  Creek. 

And  they  were  so  engaged  when  General  Smith  went  on  duty. 

Because  of  the  formidable  raid  of  General  "Wheeler  on  the  Union  line  of  commu- 
nications, which  began  the  da}'  General  Ro.^ecrans  lirst  ordered  General  Hooker  for- 
ward from  Bridgeport  toward  Chattanooga,  and  which  was  the  day  of  General 
Hooker's  arrival  there,  the  order  for  this  movement  was  suspended  until  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy's  cavalry  should  be  ascertained.  General  Smith  cites  thia  sus- 
pension of  the  order  to  move  and  then,  totally  ignoring  and  suppressing  General 
Rosecrans's  explanation  of  it,  declares  in  his  pamphlet  that  up  to  October  16  "no 
line  emanatmg  from  him  has  squinted  toward  a  movement  to  recapture  Lookout 
Valley,  nor  has  he  given  to  Dana  or  Meigs  any  hint  of  such  a  plan  being  on  foot." 

Yet,  in  explaining  this  order  to  Hooker,  General  Rosecrans,  through  his  chief  of 
staff,  Garfield,  telegraphed  as  follows,  October  4  (53,90): 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  general  commanding  to  put  your  force  across  the  river 
at  Bridgeport  as  soon  as  you  were  sujiplied  with  field  transportation,  and  the  dispatch 
of  October  1  was  written  vnih  that  in  view.  *  *  *  The  general  commanding 
hopes  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  will  soon  he  destroyed  and  that  he  may  be  able  to 
bring  your  whole  command  forward  to  this  side  of  the  river.  I  have  just  sent  you  a 
set  of  maps. 

October  9. — The  Eighteentli  Kentucky  Infantry'  was  added  to  infantrv  and  artillery 
force  at  Browns  Ferry. 

October  12. — Rosecrans  to  Hooker,  at  Stevenson  (53,322): 

Can  you  have  ready  a  column  of  one  division  to  move  up  to  Shellmound  and  push 
an  advance  brigade  to  Whitesides  to  start  by  daylight  in  the  morning?  They  can 
take  ten  days'  rations  in  haversack  and  knapsack. 

This  was  the  second  attempt  to  start  Hooker's  column  for  Lookout  Valley. 
October  12— 1 .45  p.  m.  (53,  322): 

I  can  do  it,  but  only  with  infantry.  I  should  prefer  to  have  a  battery  to  accom- 
pany the  column,  but  as  the  horses  have  just  arrived  I  doubt  if  they  will  be  in  readi- 
ness that  early. 

October  12. — Rosecrans  to  Hooker  (53,  322): 

I  wall  delay  the  order  imtil  your  batteries  are  ready.  Hasten  their  preparation 
and  report  when  ready.  The  object  is  to  get  possession  of  the  line  of  the  river  up  to 
this  place. 

October  12. — Rosecrans  to  Hooker  (53,  323): 

Push  Edwards  to  hasten  on  the  steamboat  The  preparation  of  that  is  of  primary 
importance,  both  for  your  movements  and  mine. 
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October  ^^.— Dana  to  Ptantoii  (50,  21(>): 

Tlie  troojis  now  receive  l)ut  three-cjnartcr  rations.  The  necessity  of  opening  tlie 
river  l)eing  thus  imperative,  (ieneral  Rosecran.s  lias  ordered  Hooker  to  concentrate 
his  troops  i)reparatory  to  seizing  the  passes  of  Raccoon  Mountiiin  and  occupying 
Shellmound,  and  jtossibly  Lookout  Valley. 

This  relates  to  the  order  given  October  12. 

October  16. — Dana  to  Stanton  (50,  219),  (in  reading  which  it  is  well  to  notice  that 
Browns  Ferry  is  at  the  head  of  Williams  Island ) : 

I  have  just  had  a  full  conversation  with  General  Rosecrans  upon  the  situation.  He 
says  the  possession  of  the  river  as  far  up  as  the  head  of  Williams  Island,  at  least,  is  a 
due  qaa  uon  to  the  holding  of  Chattanooga,  but  that  it  is  impossible  f(^r  him  to  make 
any  movement  toward  gaining  such  possession  until  General  Hooker's  troops  are  con- 
centrated and  his  transportation  gets  up.  Hooker's  troops  are  now  scattered  along 
the  line  of  the  railroad  and  can  not  be  got  together  before  next  Wednesday  (October 
21).  The  wagons  must  all  have  arrived  ])y  that  time,  and  if  the  enemy  does  not 
interfere  sooner  the  movement  upon  Raccoon  Mountain  and  Lookout  Valley  may  then 
be  attempted. 

It  was  not  until  three  days  after  this  that  General  Smith  claims  to  liave  discovered 
Browns  Ferry  and  conceived  his  plan  for  a  bridge  there. 

While  ]Mr.  Dana  telegraphed  on  the  16th  to  Mr.  Stanton  that  the  movement  upon 
Raccoon  INIountain,  which  overlooks  Browns  Ferry,  was  only  waiting  the  appear- 
ance of  Hooker,  General  Smith  asserts  that  on  the  18tli  he  informed  General  Rose- 
crans that  he  would  go  down  the  river  the  next  day  "to  see  if  we  could  utilize  Rac- 
coon Mountain." 

October  19. — Rosecrans  to  Thomas,  by  Thorns,  aid-de-camp  (53-480): 

The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  notify  you  that  he  had  started  to  recon- 
noiter  the  other  side  of  the  river  and  would  probably  be  gone  some  hours.  He 
wishes  you  to  take  command  in  the  meantime. 

October  19. — Rosecrans' s  testimony  before  Committee  on  Conduct  of  War,  1865,  vol. 
3,  page  33,  Rosecrans' s  Campaigns: 

On  the  19th  of  October  I  examined  the  river  and  selected  a  point  for  the  crossing 
of  the  bridge  at  [Browns]  Ferry  to  connect  Hooker's  with  the  forces  at  Chatta- 
nooga. *  *  *  On  my  returning  from  selecting  the  position  of  the  pontoon  bridge 
I  received  orders  to  turn  over  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  to 
Major-General  Thomas. 

Statement  of  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Reynolds,  Rosecrans's  chief  of  staff: 

Washington,  D.  C,  N<wember  19,  1894. 
Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton. 

My  Dear  General:  In  reply  to  your  note  I  have  to  state  that  I  rode  with  Gen- 
eral Rosecrans,  by  his  direction,  from  Chattanooga,  on  a  reconnoissance,  the  object 
of  the  trip  being,  as  I  remember  it,  to  select  a  jjoint  where  a  pontoon  l)ridge  should 
be  laid,  crossing  the  Tennessee  River,  below-  Chattanooga.  The  point  selected,  as  1 
have  always  understood,  was  where  the  bridge  was  subsequently  placed,  and  where 
a  ferry  had  been  established  for  years  and  known  as  "  Browns  Ferry." 

We  returned  from  the  ride  shortly  bef(jre  sunset — the  exact  hour  in  the  day  I  can 
not  recall.     The  date  is  settled  in  my  mind  by  the  following  circumstances: 

When  we  reached  General  Rosecrans's  headquarters  we  met,  on  the  porch.  Gen. 
( iordon  Granger.  He  greeted  us,  and  stopped  me  as  General  Rosecrans  ])assed  into 
tlic  house,  and  said  to  me:  "The  old  man  has  been  relieved,  and  (Teneral  Thomas  is 
ill  command."  This  was  the  first  intimation  we  had  of  this  order^  as  we  had  left 
before  it  was  received.     The  date  was  the  19th  of  October. 

Very  truly,  yours,  J.  J.  Reynolds. 

Statement  of  Maj.  Frank  S.  Bond,  chief  aid  to  General  Rosecrans: 

My  recollections  as  to  the  ride  with  General  Rosecrans  ()ctol)er  19,  the  day  on 
which  he  was  relieved  from  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  are  not  very 
clear  as  to  everything  that  occurred,  and  this  is  hardly  to  be  expected,  as  the  inci- 
dents connected  with  that  ride  occurred  more  than  thirty  years  ago.  They  are, 
however,  perfectly  clear  as  to  the  fact  that  (Jeneral  Rosecrans,  General  Reynolds, 
General  Baldy  Smith,  and  I  started  early  on  the  juorning  of  October  19  to  make  a 
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reronnnissaiife  of  the  nortli  bank  of  (lie  river  for  the  ])nrp()pe  of  s^electin^'  a  point  for 
a  praeticahle  erusHing  for  General  Hooker's  connnand  into  Lookout  Valley.  A  care- 
ful exannnation  of  the  river  was  made,  and  a  ])oint  known  as  "Browns  Ferry"  was 
selected  for  such  crossing.  The  entire  day  was  spent  in  making  this  examination, 
and  my  recollection  is  that  it  was  just  after  dark  when  we  returned  to  Chattanooga, 
and  the  General,  stopping  at  General  Thomas's  headquarters,  there  learned  that  the 
order  relieving  him  from  command  had  been  received.  General  Smith,  while 
admitting  that  he  started  with  General  Ro.secrans  to  make  an  examination  of  the 
river,  claims  that  the  General  stopi>ed  at  some  hospital  en  route,  and  that  he.  Gen- 
eral Smith,  went  on  by  himself  and  made  an  examination  of  the  river  on  his  own 
account.  I  have  no  recollection  of  General  Smith  leaving  the  party,  and  until  I 
knew  of  his  claim  I  suppo.sed  that  he  had  accompanied  General  Rosecrans,  General 
Reynolds,  and  myself  along  the  north  bank  of  the  river  to  Brown's  Ferry  and 
returned  with  us  to  Chattanooga. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  questioning  General  Smith's  statements  as  to 
his  personal  movements;  he  should  know  as  to  them  much  better  than  I.  I  do 
know,  however,  that  I  accompanietl  General  Rosecrans,  with  General  Reynolds,  in 
making  that  reconnoissance,  and  that  the  point  on  the  river  known  and  believed  to 
be  Browns  Ferry  was  selected  as  the  best  point  for  a  crossing.  I  also  know,  of  my 
own  knowledge,  that  previous  to  making  this  examination  of  the  river  orders  had 
been  given  for  the  building  of  some  fifty  or  more  pontoons  additional  to  those  re- 
quired for  a  second  bridge  (at  Chattanooga),  and  that  these  were  intended  to  be  used 
for  such  crossing,  and  they  were  about  completed  on  the  day  General  Rosecrans  made 
his  selection  of  Browns  Ferry  as  the  point  where  he  intended  to  move  General 
Hooker's  command  across  the  river.  I  also  have  a  distinct  recollection  that  prior  to 
this  examination  of  the  river  bank  I  accompanied  General  Rosecrans  a  nundjer  of 
times  to  the  point  where  the  pontoons  necessary  for  this  movement  were  being 
constructed. 

Statement  of  Col.  A.  J.  Mackay,  chief  quartermaster,  staff  of  General  Thomas: 

My  duties,  as  you  are  aware,  were  such  as  pertained  to  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment of  the  Army.  It  was  in  this  capacity  that  I  became  somewhat  familiar  with  the 
plans  of  the  campaign  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  carried  out.  And  here 
let  me  say  that  soon  after  the  loss  of  our  wagon  train,  to  which  y(ju  referred  in  your 
correspondence,  I  saw  General  Thomas  and  reported  to  him  that  we  were  short  of 
supplies  of  every  kind.  The  animals  were  suffering  for  the  want  of  forage,  and  were 
even  dying  from  starvation,  and  the  men  were  then  on  short  rations.  I  could  not 
make  up  another  serviceal)le  train  to  haul  supjilies  from  Bridgeport  over  the  moun- 
tain on  the  north  side  of  the  river.  Upon  mentioning  my  ditliculties  to  General 
Thomas,  he  said  to  me  that  he  was  aware  of  the  serious  condition  that  we  were  in, 
but  that  the  pontoon  boats  then  building  were  for  the  purpose  of  Ijridging  the  river 
at  Brcnvns  Ferry,  and  he  added  that  General  Rosecrans  intended  to  open  the  way 
on  this  side  of  the  river  to  Bridgeport  very  soon. 

When  the  way  was  opened,  a  steamer,  he  said,  would  come  laden  with  supplies 
from  Bridgeport  to  Kellys  Landing,  a  few  miles  l)elow  Chattanooga.  I  was  directed 
to  be  ready  with  sui'h  animals  as  could  move  trains  to  haul  supplies  from  Kellys 
Landing  when  the  way  was  opened. 

Among  other  things.  General  Thomas  asked  me  how  they  were  getting  on  in  the 
work  of  building  pontoon  boats.  1  replied  that  I  had  not  been  over  to  the  sawmill 
for  two  or  three  days;  that  laboring  parties  were  getting  out  logs  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river  to  saw  into  lumber  for  repairing  the  steamers  which  were  partly  destroyed 
and  dismantled  by  the  rebels,  and  to  build  boats  for  a  bridge.  I  went  immediately 
to  the  mill,  and  in  its  vicinity  saw  several  pontoons  completed  and  others  building 
under  the  direction  of  officers  and  men  from  a  regiment  of  engineers  and  mechanics 
to  whom  General  Rosecrans  had  given  orders.  Up  to  that  time  I  had  supposed,  and 
I  later  ascertained  to  be  a  fact,  that  the  boats  were  intended  for  a  new  and  additional 
bridge  to  be  thrown  over  the  Tennessee  River  at  Chattanooga: 

Besides  the  pontoons  necessary  for  this  work,  the  men  were  busy  constructing  an 
extra  lot  of  boats  for  any  emergency.  The  rebels  had  broken  both  of  our  two  bridges 
by  putting  driftwood  in  the  river  above,  which  floated  down  at  every  rise  of  the 
water  and  carried  some  boats  away;  these  had  frecjuently  to  be  replaced. 

Let  me  here  say  that  I  fully  concur  in  your  statement  that  orders  had  been  given 
to  build  boats  for  bridging  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry  previous  to  the  arrival  of 
<  Jeneral  Smith.  Upon  his  arrival  (General  Smith  assumed  full  charge  and  direction  of 
the  work  to  open  the  "cracker  line,"  a  service  for  which  he  secured  the  recognition 
of  the  principal  generals. 
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Lieut.  Col.  T.  V.  P'ox,  of  the  Midiigaii  MechanifS  and  Engineers,  who  huilt  llir 
Browns  Ferrv  hridyre,  said  in  his  recent  address  at  the  dedication  of  the  monnment 
to  hie  regiment  at  Chattanooga: 

We  had  boats  and  equipage  enough  eoin])lete(i  for  a  hridgt-  1,000  feet  long  when 
General  Rosecrans  was  relieved  October  19. 

That  is,  so  much  of  this  work  of  magnitude  was  comj)leted  before  the  date  that 
(Teneral  Smith  now'  claims  to  have  discovered  Browns  Ferry  and  conceived  the 
P.rowns  Ferry  movement. 

According  to  Colonel  Fox,  General  Rosecrans  gave  him  the  order  f(jr  this  ])ridge 
October  7,  though  he  did  not  inform  Colonel  Fox  where  it  wonld  be  laid.  Hnt  Gen- 
eral Thomas  knew  this,  as  appears  a))ove  in  liis  testimony. 

Says  General  Smith,  in  his  pamphlet,  thirty-two  years  after»the  event: 

On  the  18th  of  October  I  told  Rosecrans  I  wouM  go  down  the  river  and  see  if  we 
could  not  utilize  Raccoon  IMountain.  He  said  he  would  go  with  me,  and  J  fixed  the 
hour — 8  o'clock  of  the  19th — for  starting. 

But  in  his  official  report,  made  at  the  time,  he  said  (54,  77) : 

Genek.xl:  I  have  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  for  making  a 
lodgment  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry: 

On  the  19th  of  October  I  was  instructed  by  General  Rosecrans  to  reconnoiter  the 
river  in  the  vicinity  of  Williams  Island  with  a  view  of  making  the  island  a  cover  for 
a  steamboat  landing  and  storehouses,  and  began  the  examination  near  the  lower  end 
of  the  island.  Following  the  river  up,  I  found  on  the  opposite  bank,  above  the  head 
of  the  island,  a  sharp  range  of  hills  whose  base  was  washed  by  the  river.  This 
range  extended  up  the  river  nearly  to  Lookout  Creek  and  was  broken  at  Browns 
Ferry  by  a  narrow  gorge,  through  which  ran  the  road  to  the  old  ferry,  and  also 
tiowetl  a  small  creek. 

Reynolds,  chief  of  staff,  to  Hooker,  October  19,  11  p.  m.  (53,485): 

Major-General  Thomas  directs  me  to  state  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  he  has  assumed  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Cum- 
berland. He  desires  that  you  will  use  all  possible  dispatch  in  concentrating  your 
command  and  preparing  to  move  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  General  Rose- 
crans, leaving  proper  railroad  guards. 

October  19 — 9  <i.  in. — Hooker,  at  Stevenson,  to  R.  S.  Granger  (53,482): 

Have  just  received  orders  from  department  headquarters  to  hold  my  comniand  in 
readiness  to  march  at  short  notice. 

General  Thomas's  testimony.  Conduct  of  War,  Supplement,  Part  I,  page  118: 

The  instructions  referred  to  in  the  above  [order]  were  to  concentrate  as  much  as 
possible  of  his  [Hooker's]  command  at  Bridgeport  as  he  could  safely  spare  from  guard- 
ing the  railroad  between  that  point  and  Nashville,  and  to  hold  himself  in  readiness 
to  move  at  any  moment  toward  Chattanooga,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  communi- 
cation with  that  place  by  river  and  rail. 

General  Smith,  in  his  pamphlet,  emphatically  denies  that  any  such  order  was  issued 
as  this  described  by  Hooker  and  explained  l)y  Thomas. 

Four  days  after  General  Rosecrans  was  relieved,  and  the  same  nundjer  after  Gen- 
eral Smith's  "discovery"  of  Browais  Ferry  and  "conception"  of  his  j)lan,  everything 
was  ready  at  the  Chattanooga  end  of  the  line,  waiting  for  General  Hooker  to  move 
into  Lookout  Valley.  This  appears  from  a  telegram  of  October  23  from  Mr.  Dana  to 
Secretary  Stanton  (54,69): 

An  immediate  movement  for  the  occupation  of  Raccoon  Mountain  and  Lookout 
\'alley  is  indispensalde,  but  Hooker,  thongh  ordered  ten  days  since  to  concentrate 
his  forces  for  the  purpose,  has  not  done  so,  bnt  waits,  on  the  ground  that  his  wagons 
have  not  arrived  from  Nashville.  *  *  *  The  pontoons  are  done  for  a  bridge 
across  to  Lookout  Valley  as  soon  as  Hooker  has  moved  into  that  position. 

This  state  of  things,  upon  the  theory  that  the  plan  was  his,  left  General  Smith 
just  three  working  days  after  his  return  from  "discovering"  Browns  Ferry  (night  of 
October  19)  to  get  his  bridge  ready  and  advance  matters,  so  that  all  that  was  causing 
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delay  was  waiting  for  Hooker  to  move  up  to  Lookout  Valley.  Ah  bridges  requiring 
fifty  pontoons  are  not  made  "while  you  wait,"  or  procured  on  demand,  like  a  hand- 
me-down  suit,  the  plan  must  have  dated  some  time  back  of  any  connection  he  had 
with  it. 

The  story  of  his  "discovery"  of  Browns  Ferry  he  has  recently  related  in  the  Phila- 
delphia Times,  as  follows: 

To  be  of  any  value  it  (the  examination  of  the  river)  had  to  l)e  very  carefully  made, 
and,  'though  I  had  left  Chattanooga  at  8  o'clock  (October  19),  it  was,  I  think,  after 
3  o'clock  before  I  reached  the  head  of  Williams  Island.  I  had  found  nothing  of 
value,  and,  accepting  the  failure,  had  turned  my  horse's  head  toward  Chattanooga, 
when  I  caught  sight  of  a  small  earthwork  above  me  on  the  river.  Curious  to  know 
why  a  battery  should  be  posted  there,  I  rode  into  the  work  and  asked  the  captain 
why  he  was  there.     He  replied,  "To  prevent  a  crossing  at  Browns  Ferry." 

I  was  attracted  by  the  lay  of  the  land,  and,  tinding  from  the  captain  that  the 
pickets  were  on  gooci  terms,  I  went  to  the  water's  edge  and  spent  an  hour  or  more 
there,  until  I  could  see  nothing  more  for  the  darkness. 

In  other  words,  whatever  he  had  in  mind  had  failed  until  he  "discovered  "  Browns 
Ferry  and  found  it  occujjied  by  a  military  force,  which,  as  records  quoted  above  show, 
was  placed  there  ])y  General  Rosecrans's  orders  two  days  after  his  army  occupied 
Chattanooga  and  before  General  Smith  had  even  started  for  the  Western  army. 

In  the  face  of  the  statement  of  his  official  report,  as  above  quoted,  that  General 
Rosecrans  on  October  19  instructed  him  to  reconnoiter  the  river,  with  a  view  of  open- 
ing a  new  line  of  supplies.  General  Smith  says  in  his  pamphlet: 

On  my  part  I  can  positively  assert  that  at  no  time  did  General  Rosecrans  impart 
to  me  any  plan  for  opening  the  river  or  give  any  instructions  to  the  engineer  depart- 
ment to  make  a  l)ridge  to  connect  with  Lookout  Valley,  or  even  suggest  that  he  had 
the  intention  of  throwing  such  a  bridge. 

If  this  be  correct,  General  Thomas  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  General  Smith 
had  any  part  whatever  in  the  matter  when  he  said,  before  the  Committee  on  the 
Conduct  of  the  War  (Supplement  to  Part  I,  Report  of  Thomas,  pp.  118, 120): 

Before  he  was  relieved  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland  General 
Rosecrans  and  his  chief  engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  had  consulted  together  as 
to  the  means  of  relieving  the  army  at  Chattanooga  from  the  perilous  condition  it  was 
in,  owing  to  the  great  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies,  and  had  partially  planned  the 
movement,  which  was  left  to  me  to  be  completed  when  1  assumed  command,  namely, 
to  open  a  short  route  of  supplies  from  Bridgeport. 

And  again,  in  the  same  testimony,  from  which  General  Smith  quotes  sparingly: 

Preliminary  stei)s  had  already  been  taken  to  execute  this  vitally  important  move- 
ment before  the  command  of  the  department  devolved  upon  me.  This  bridge,  which 
it  was  necessary  to  throw  across  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry,  to  gain  possession  of  the 
northern  end  of  Lookout  Valley  and  open  communication  with  Bridgeport  by  road 
and  river,  was  nearly  completed. 

The  reader  will  not  fail  to  see  that  the  story  "as  related  by  General  Thomas"  in 
the  Smith  pamphlet,  and  as  really  related  by  him,  are  totally  different  versions. 

General  Grant,  who  had  ridden  to  Browns  Ferry  the  day  after  his  arrival  in  com- 
pany with  General  Thomas  and  General  Smith,  and  had  the  plan  explained  to  him, 
received  no  idea  that  it  was  General  Smith's  conception,  since  ujion  its  successful 
execution  he  telegraphed  General  Halleck  (54,  .56) : 

General  Thomas's  plan  for  securing  the  river  and  south-side  road  hence  to  Bridge- 
port has  proven  eminently  successful.  The  question  of  supplies  may  now  be  regarded 
as  settled. 

General  Thomas,  however,  as  has  been  seen,  attributed  the  plan  to  General  Rose- 
crans. 

While  it  must  be  clear  to  all  readers  that  the  claim  of  General  Smith  to  originating 
the  Browns  Ferry  movement  is  absolutely  disproved  by  the  official  records,  there 
yet  remains  to  him  the  following  "claim"  thus  put  forth  in  the  National  Tribune  of 
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Auguyt  18,  1892,  by  a  close  personal  friend,  who,  after  setting  forth  the  claiiu  of  (xen- 
eral  Sniitii  to  tiie  Browns  Ferry  plan,  added,  in  writing  of  the  battle  of  Chattanooga, 
which  followed  a  few  weeks  latter: 

*  *  *  It  has  only  been  imperfectly  put  on  record  that  the  plan  of  that  battle 
was  General  Smith's,  patiently  yet  vigilantly  wronght  out,  adopted  by  (irant,  and 
departed  from  in  certain  particulars  by  force  of  circumstances  of  the  hour,  but  fortu- 
nately not  greatly  to  the  variation  of  results  originally  aimed  at.  This  statement  I 
make  with  great  positiveuess. 

H.   Y.  BoYNXON. 


GENERAL   SMITH'S  APPEAL  TO  SECRETARY  ALGER. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Wilmington,  Del.,  November  5,  1897. 
Hon.  Russell  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War,  Wnahinffton ,  D.  C. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  this  appeal  to  you  to  correct  the  official  mis- 
representation of  history  which  has  been  made  by  your  sul)ordinates  in  the  War 
Department.  I  make  this  appeal  to  you  as  the  only  source  to  which  such  appeals 
can  be  made  and  through  whom  justice  can  be  done. 

In  series  of  maps  entitled  "Atlas  of  battlefields  of  Chickamauga,  Chattanooga,  and 
vicinity,"  a  copy  of  which  has  recently  come  into  my  possession,  there  is  found  in 
the  second  paragraph  of  the  legend  under  the  head  of  Chattanooga  the  following 
statement,  viz: 

At  daylight  of  October  27  the  river  line  of  communication  with  Bridgeport  was 
opened  by  the  execution  of  a  plan  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley,  devised  l)y  General 
Rosecrans,  approved  by  General  Thomas,  and  ordered  executed  by  General  Grant 
luider  the  immediate  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith.     *    *    * 

It  is  true  that  General  Thomas  had  approved  the  plan  submitted  to  him  for  reopen- 
ing the  short  route  to  Bridgeport,  for  on  the  22d  of  October,  three  days  after  he  had 
relieved  Rosecrans  from  the  command  of  the  army,  he  telegraphed  to  Halleck:  "  Hope 
to  move  Hooker  in  a  few  days  to  open  the  wagon  road  and  railroad  from  here  to 
Bridgeport."  On  the  following  day — the  2od — he  ordered  Hooker  to  concentrate 
his  command  for  a  movement  south  of  the  Tennessee,  and  that  a  force  w( mid  cooper- 
ate with  him  at  Browns  Ferry. 

It  is  a  fact  that  General  Grant  arrived  in  Chattanooga  on  the  evening  of  the  28d 
and  assumed  command  of  the  troops  under  Thomas  and  all  others  in  the  vicinity, 
and  that  in  consequence  his  approval  of  the  plan  adopted  l)y  Thomas  for  the  reopen- 
ing of  the  short  or  river  line  to  Bridgeport  was  necessary.  That  he  lost  no  ti  .le  in 
making  himself  acquainted  with  the  plan  and  locality  is  evident  from  the  fact  that 
on  the  morning  of  the  24th  Dana  telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  announcing 
Grant's  arrival  and  adding,  "He  is  just  going  to  reconnoiter  an  important. position 
which  General  Smith  had  discovered  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Valley,  and  which 
will  be  occupied  from  here  simultaneously  with  Hooker's  occupation  of  Raccoon 
Mountain.  This  movement  will  probably  take  place  within  three  days;"  and  this 
statement  as  to  the  time  of  making  the  movement  was  sent  before  Grant  had  stiirted 
to  reconnoiter  or  had  approved  of  the  plan. 

It  is  not,  however,  true  that  this  plan  was  devised  by  General  Rosecrans,  nor  is 
there  a  line  in  the  official  record  which  affords  the  slightest  authority  for  making  any 
such  statement.  Had  Rosecrans  ini})arte<l  any  such  i)lan  to  Thomas  or  Dana,  arid 
the  former  begun  to  execute  it,  Dana,  w  lio  had  been  in  intimate  official  relations  with 
Rosecrans,  must  have  known  of  i1,  and  wnuld  hardly  have  sent  a  dispatch  so  worded, 
nor  would  Thomas,  in  his  report  tu  the;  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War, 
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have  stated  that  "to  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  should  be  accorded  great  praise  for  the 
ingenuity  which  conceived  and  the  abihty  which  executed  the  movement  at  Browns 
Ferry.  When  the  bridge  was  thrown  at  Browns  Ferry  on  the  morning  of  the  27th 
the  surprise  was  as  great  to  the  army  within  Chattanooga  as  it  was  to  the  army 
besieging  it  from  without."  ' 

The  testimony  of  General  Rosecrans  is  all  in  the  same  direction  so  far  as  it  is  offi- 
cial and  within  any  reasonable  time  of  the  operations  alluded  to.  That  excludes 
only  the  statements  of  Rosecrans  in  the  North  American  Review,  October  1,  1885, 
made  twenty-two  years  later,  and  like  other  still  later  statements  which  quote  no 
official  authorities. 

In  the  testimony  of  Rosecrans  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War, 
December,  1865,  he  says  that  as  early  as  the  6th  of  October,  fourteen  days  after  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga,  "he  called  the  attention  of  General  Thomas  and  General 
Garfield  to  the  map  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinity,  and,  pointing  out  to  them  the  posi- 
tions, stated  that  as  soon  as  I  could  possibly  get  the  bridge  material  for  that  purpose 
I  would  take  possession  of  Lookout  Valley,  opposite  the  passage  over  the  extremity  of 
the  mountain,  and  fortify  it,  thus  completely  covering  the  road  to  Bridgeport  on  the 
south  side  as  well  as  the  river,  and  giving  us  practical  possession  and  use  of  both  as 
well  as  of  Lookout  Valley."  '•'  That  statement  applies  only  to  a  hill  opposite  Moccasin 
Point,  on  the  bank  of  Lookout  Creek,  at  its  mouth,  and  some  3  miles  from  the 
place  where  the  bridge  was  thrown,  which,  by  the  way,  was  not  in  Lookout  Valley 
at  all,  but  in  a  short  valley  drained  through  the  gorge  captured  on  the  27th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1863.  This  explanation  as  to  Rosecrans's  idea  is  confirmed  by  a  dispatch  from 
Mr.  Dana  to  the  Secretary  of  War  dated  October  4,  in  which,  giving,  of  course,  infor- 
mation furnished  by  Rosecrans,  he  states  that  ' '  the  engineers  are  at  work  on  a  pon- 
toon bridge  to  cross  the  Tennessee  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek."  While  it  is 
true  that  no  orders  for  boats  for  a  bridge  at  or  below  Lookout,  under  the  administra- 
tion of  Rosecrans  or  his  successors,  to  the  chief  of  engineers  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  or  to  any  subordinate  who  had  any  connection  with  bridge  Ijuilding, 
were  ever  given,  Mr.  Dana's  dispatch,  however,  shows  that  on  the  4th  of  October 
Rosecrans  had  a  plan  for  opening  the  short  line  without  recovering  possession  of 
Lookout  Mountain.  The  only  trouble  about  it  was  that  the  bridge  and  the  fortifica- 
tions would  have  been  commanded  by  the  guns  from  the  batteries  on  the  slope  of 
the  mountain. 

No  plan  for  the  reopening  of  the  short  line  was  of  any  value  that  did  not  include 
both  the  throwing  of  a  t» ridge  below  Lookout  Mountain  and  a  corresponding  move- 
ment of  troops  from  Bridgeport  through  the  passes  of  Raccoon  Mountain.  The 
bridge  builders,  the  Michigan  battalion  of  engineers,  under  Capt.  Perrin  V.  Fox, 
were  hard  at  work  making  boats  and  other  bridge  material,  but  not  for  use  at  any 
point  below  Chattanooga,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  dispatch  from  Rosecrans  to 
Halleck,  dated  October  18,  7.30  p.m.,  the  day  before  Thomas  assumed  command:' 
"Our  pontoon  bridge  restored;  boats  [for]  a  second  under  way."  A  second  bridge 
at  Chattanooga  was  vitally  important  to  the  safety  of  the  army,  and  strenuous 
efforts  were  being  made  to  that  end.  Therefore  on  that  day  no  bridge  was  being 
made  ready  for  any  point  of  the  river  below  Chattanooga.  On  that  same  day  Rose- 
crans writes  Hooker  indicating  an  intention  to  fortify  the  river  on  both  sides  at 
Shellmound  and  use  a  steamboat  from  Bridgeport.  That  distance  saved  would  not 
have  benefited  the  army  at  Chattanooga,  and  the  same  letter  urges  Hooker  to  make 
extraordinary  efforts  to  get  the  road  passal)le  from  Bridgeport  to  Jasper.  There  is 
no  hint  of  any  intention  to  secure  Lookout  Valley,  and  yet  he  had  at  that  time  in  his 

'Vol.  1,  p.  398,  History  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  by  Van  Home.     Taken 
from  report  of  Committee  on  Conduct  of  the  War. 
^  Vol.  3,  ]).  33,  Report  ou  Conduct  of  the  War. 
^  Vol.  53,  pp.  455, 456. 
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hands  the  same  force  and  all  other  things  necessary  for  the  movement  to  reopen  the 
short  line  that  Thomas  had  when  he  made  his  operation  a  success.  Can  it  be  possi- 
ble that  Rosecrans  had  in  his  mind  any  plan  in  any  way  similar  to  that  carried  out 
by  Thomas? 

That  such  was  not  the  case  is  shown  by  Rosecrans's  dispatch  to  llalleck,  dated  on 
the  19th,  one  hour  and  forty  minutes  after  he  had  acknowledged  tlui  receipt  of  the 
order  i)lacing  Thomas  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  of  which  I  give 
an  extract: 

Lookout  was  given  up  temporarily  because  we  could  not  then  safely  lujld  it.  It 
was  isolated  from  us  by  distance  and  the  defile  of  the  Chattanooga  Creek;  Me  expect 
to  retake  it  [Lookout  Moimtain]  as  soon  as  we  are  prepared  to  hold  it.  That  could 
l)e  done  only  when  the  railroad  being  secured,  the  depots  replenishcnl,  and  Hooker's 
transportation  provided;  without  that  he  can  not  subsist  in  a  suitable  position.' 

The  record  of  the  condition  of  the  army  at  Chattanooga  will  show  that  it  would  liave 
retreated  or  starved  Itefore  those  conditions  were  fulfilled,  and  yet  that  was  all  Rose- 
crans had  to  off(  •  r.'ter  he  had  given  up  his  command,  and  when  he  should  have 
shown  that  he  had  a  plan  for  the  immediate  relief  of  the  army. 

I  have  put  before  you  some  of  the  main  points  to  show  that  at  the  time  (leneral 
Thomas  assumed  command  he  had  no  plan  submitted  to  him  by  General  Rosecrans 
for  the  recovery  of  the  possession  of  the  short  line  to  Bridgeport,  for  as  late  as  Octo- 
ber 14  Rosecrans  had  ordered  a  railroad  built  from  Bridgeport  to  Battle  Creek,  and 
that,  too,  when  he  had  the  men  and  means  for  carrying  out,  with  far  less  time  than 
it  would  take  \o  build  the  railroad,  the  plan  adojited  by  General  Thomas. 

I  have  no  desire  to  ask  you  to  take  the  time  from  your  busy  life  to  examine  into 
the  justice  of  this  appeal,  but  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  refer  the  matter  to  some 
engineer  officer  of  high  rank,  who  understands  the  bearing  of  topography  upon  mili- 
tary questions  and  positions,  and  can  also  give  to  the  orders  and  correspondence 
quoted  their  full  value.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  no  one  who  has  been 
engaged  in  any  way  on  the  Chickamauga  or  Chattanooga  Park  Commission  should 
enter  in  the  question  except  to  furnish  their  own  statement  as  to  their  authority  for 
the  legend  quoted  aljove,  and  from  which  this  appeal  is  taken. 

If  the  Chief  of  Engineers  has  the  time  necessary,  I  would  cheerfully  abide  ])y  his 
decision,  or  by  that  of  any  engineer  officer  he  might  select. 

I  forward  herewith  a  pamphlet  published  by  me,  containing  much  other  evidence 
on  this  subject  which,  if  you  accede  to  my  request,  might  save  much  time  in  the 
examination  and  decision  of  this  question. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.   F.   SMITil, 

Major  of  EiKjinecics  {Kctired) ,  Brevet  Major-Gciirrcd. 


GENEKAL  SMITH'S  SECOND  APPEAL  TO  SECRETARY  ALGER. 

Wilmington-,  Dei..,  Noreinhi'r  l'>,  1S97. 
Hon.  Russell  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  an  appeal  to  you  as  to  a  niisrepreseiitation  of 
history  made  by  the  commissioners  of  the  Chickamauga  and  ('hattanooga  military 
parks. 

In  the  series  of  maps  entitled  "Atlas  of  the  battlefields  of  Chickamauga,  Chatta- 
nooga, and  vicinity,"  there  is  found  in  the  second  i)aragraph  of  the  legend  under  tlie 
head  of  "Chattanooga"  the  following  statement,  viz:   "At  daylight  of  October  27 


iVol.  [Serial  Number]  53,  p.  477,478. 
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the  river  line  of  the  communication  with  Bridgeport  was  opened  by  the  execution  of 
a  plan  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley,  devised  by  General  Rosecrans,"  etc.  This 
statement  I  most  positively  assert  is  incorrect  in  every  respect.  I  can  show  from  the 
official  records  of  the  time,  from  the  testimony  of  General  Rosecrans  (1)  before  the 
Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  that  on  the  4th  of  October,  fourteen  days  after 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  he  stated  to  Generals  Thomas  and  (larfield  that  as  soon  as 
he  could  get  the  bridge  materials  for  that  purpose  he  "would  take  possession  of  Look- 
out Valley  opixmte  the  passage  orer  the  extremity  of  the  mountain  and  fort  if i/  if,  thus  com- 
pletely covering  the  road  to  Bridgeport  on  the  south  side,  as  well  as  the  river,  and 
giving  us  practical  possession  and  use  of  both  as  well  as  of  Lookout  Valley." 

This  testimony  fixes  the  position  of  the  bridge  as  starting  from  Moccasin  Point,  and 
the  hill  to  be  fortified  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek  on  its  left  bank,  where  was 
found  the  only  hill  on  the  south  side  which  covered  the  jjossage  over  the  extremity  of 
the  mountmn. 

This  position  is  furthermore  fixed  l)y  Mr.  C.  A.  Dana,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 
who  was  with  the  army  to  gather  from  Rosecrans  his  plans,  and  report  them  to  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

On  the  4tli  of  Octol)er,  the  day  on  which  Rosecrans  says  he  confided  his  plans  to 
Thomas  and  Garfield,  Mr.  Dana  telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of  AVar,  "The  engi- 
neers are  at  work  on  a  pontoon  bridge  to  cross  the  Tennessee  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout 
Creek." (2) 

That  covers  the  only  plan  for  opening  the  short  Hne  to  Bridgeport  Rosecrans  ever 
made  public  by  letters,  orders,  or  telegrams,  and  unfortunately  the  point  selected 
for  the  bridge  and  fortifications  were  both  under  hostile  guns  and  could  not  have 
been  used. 

Tso  plan  for  o))taining  i)Ossession  of  Lookout  Valley  would  have  been  practicable 
that  did  not  em])race  the  tlirowing  of  a  l)ridge  across  the  Tennessee  with  which  to 
open  communication"  witli  troops  marching  from  Bridgeport  through  the  passes  of 
Raccoon  ^Mountain. 

The  making  of  boats  and  other  bridge  material  was  intrusted  to  Capt.  Perrin  V. 
Fox,  commanding  a  battalion  of  Michigan  engineei-s,  under  the  direction  of  the  chief 
of  engineers  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  and  no  order  was  ever  given  to 
the  Engineer  Department,  or  any  person  connected  with  it,  for  boats  for  a  bridge 
across  the  Tennessee  River  below  Chattanooga  by  General  Rosecrans  or  any  of  his 
successors.  Captain,  now  Colonel,  Fox,  now  living  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  states 
that  in  the  most  positive  terms. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  the  day  before  Rosecrans  was  relieved,  he  telegraphed  to 
Halleck,  "Our  pontoon  bridge  restored.  Boats  [for]  a  second  imder  way,"  (3) 
showing  that  at  that  time  there  was  l)ut  one  bridge  at  Chattanooga,  and  the  second 
one  for  that  point  not  completed;  therefore,  at  that  time  no  bridge  was  being  built 
to  cross  the  river  below  Chattanooga. 

The  record  shows  that  when  Rosecrans  was  relieved  he  was  devoting  his  energies 
to  building  a  railroad  on  the  long  route,  and  his  dispatch  of  OctoVjer  19,  (4)  one  hour 
and  forty  minutes  after  he  had  received  the  order  to  turn  over  the  command  to 
Thomas,  looks  forward  only  to  the  recapture  of  Lookout  Mountain  at  some  future 
time  beyond  the  power  of  the  army  to  remain  at  Chattanooga. 

General  Rosecrans  had  on  the  19th  of  October  all  the  force  and  materials  used  by 
Thomas  to  recover  the  short  line. 

I  will  add  to  this  statement  only  the  rei)ort  of  Thomas  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Conduct  of  the  War:  "To  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  should  be  accorded  great  praise 
for  the  ingenuity  which  conceived  and  the  ability  which  executed  the  movement  at 
Browns  Ferry."  (5) 

1  lia\e  no  desire  to  take  up  any  time  in  your  busy  life  to  examine  this  subject,  but 
1  luive  to  request  that  some  oflicer,  other  than  any  member  of  the  present  Chatta- 
nooga commission,  who  is  possessed  of  kn(jwledge  of  the  military  art  and  understands 
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the  bearing  of  topography  upon  military  ixisitinns  and  niDVcnients,  may  liave  this 
question  referred  to  him. 

If  the  Chief  of  Engineers  can  spare  the  time,  J  would  hi'  entirely  satisfied  with  liis 
decision,  or,  if  he  can  not  (h?  that,  would  you  allow  him  to  select  an  officer  of  his 
corps  to  take  up  the  subject  and  write  out  his  decision?  • 

I  forward  with  tliis  a  pamphlet,  printed  by  me  some  years  since,  which,  I  think, 
contains  everything  relating  to  this  matter  and  gives  all  the  authorities. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  s(>rvant, 

W.M.  F.  .Smith, 
Major  of  Engineers  {lietiird),  Brcri'l  Mitjor-deiund,  V.  S.  A. 


(1)  Eeport  of  the  Commission  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  volume  .S,  page  .So. 
^2)  Official  Record,  volume  50  [Serial  No.],  page  207. 

(3)  Official  Record,  volume  53  [Serial  No.],  i)ages  455-456. 

(4)  Official  Record,  volume  53  [Serial  No.],  pages  477-478. 

(5)  Volume  1,  page  398,  History  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  by  Van  llorne. 


THE  CLAIM  or  GEN.  W.  F.   SMITH  STATED. 

Appendix  8  of  A-1. 

The  claim  is  this:  That  General  Smith,  on  October  19,  1863,  alone  and  without 
assistance  from  anyone,  fixed  upon  Browns  Ferry  as  the  best,  if  not  tlie  only,  place 
where  a  lodgment  could  be  made  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Tennessee  River,  and,  owing 
to  the  conformation  of  the  ground,  securely  held,  at  such  a  distance  from  the  enemy's 
l)atteries  that  a  bridge,  if  thrown  across  the  stream  at  that  point,  would  be  safe  from 
their  fire  and  available  for  the  needs  of  the  military  situation. 

It  is  not  denied  that  General  Rosecrans  had  in  mind  the  desirability  of  establish- 
ing a  bridge  over  the  river,  nor  that  he  visited  the  river  also  on  October  19,  1863, 
for  the  purpose  of  selecting  a  site  for  a  bridge;  but  it  is  denied  that  he  visited  Browns 
Ferry,  where  the  bridge  was  thrown,  and  it  is  claimed  that  this  spot  w^as  selected, 
not  by  him,  but  by  General  Smith. 

The  matter  in  dispute,  therefore,  is  a  very  narrow  question  of  fact. 

What  do  we  know  of  General  Smith's  movements  on  October  19,  1863? 

His  own  statement  is  full  and  minute.  He  started  from  Chattanooga  with  General 
Rosecrans  at  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Octolier  19  and  crossed  the  river  with  liim. 
General  Ro.secrans  then  went  into  a  hospital  to  visit  the  soldiers,  and  General  Smith, 
after  waiting  for  him  half  an  hour,  and  seeing  Mr.  Charles  A.  Dana  riding  along  on 
his  way  to  Bridgeport,  joined  and  rode  with  him  to  the  place  where  the  latter  turned 
to  go  up  the  mountain.  This  is  corroborated  by  Mr.  Dana  in  a  letter  to  General 
Smith,  hereto  appended  and  marked  A. 

General  Smith  then  rode  down  the  river,  accompanied  only  by  his  orderly,  and,  hav- 
ing his  attention  arrested  by  the  position  of  a  battery  just  above  Williams  Island, 
examined  the  opposite  shore  and  decided  on  that  spot  as  meeting  his  requirements. 
This  place,  he  was  informed,  was  known  as  Browns  Ferry.  He  stayed  there  till  dark. 
On  returning  he  was  told  that  General  Rosecrans  had  been  relieved.  He  did  not 
see  eitlier  him  or  General  Thomas  that  night.  The  next  morning  lie  saw  (leneral 
Thomas  and  explained  his  plan  to  him. 

The  dispatches  of  Mr.  Dana  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  October  24,  1863  (54  W.  R., 
70),  that  "He  [Grant]  is  just  going  to  reconnoiter  an  important  position  which 
General  Smith  had  discovered  at  the  mouth  [i.  e.,  the  westerly  end]  of  Lookout 
Valley,"  written,  as  it  doubtless  was,  with  the  knowledge  of  Grant  and  Thomas, 
confirms  General  Smith's  claim. 
2000ii— 01 9 
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IT. 

What  <lu  wu  know  of  (xsneral  Rosecrans's  movements  on  October  19,  1863? 

We  know  that  he  was  accomiianied  by  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds  and  Major  Bond,  of  his 
staff,  and  that  they  all  say  that  they  went  to  Browns  Ferry. 

But  there  were  two  places  on  the  Tennessee  River  which  were  called  Browns  Ferry. 
And  from  this  unfortunate  circumstance  all  this  controversy  has  arisen. 

The  only  map  in  use  at  army  headquarters  at  that  time  was  drawn  by  Caj^t.  W.  E. 
Merrill,  of  the  topographical  engineers,  and  a  copy  of  it  can  be  seen  in  the  atlas  which 
accompanies  the  Official  Records  of  the  War,  Part  VII,  Plate  XXXV,  Map  C.  It 
is  entitled  "Map  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinity."  It  is  dated  July  10,  1863.  On  this 
map  Browns  Ferry  is  shown  just  east  of  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek  and  just  west 
of  Moccasin  Point;  and  the  ferry  just  south  of  Williams  Island,  which  was  the  one 
General  Smith  visited,  is  called  Williams  Ferry.  A  later  printing  of  this  map,  dated 
Septeml)er  8,  1863,  shows  no  change  in  these  particulars. 

It  can  therefore  confidently  be  asserted  that  the  Browns  Ferry  of  this  map,  close 
to  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek  and  some  two  miles  and  a  half  above  the  real  Browns 
Ferry,  which  General  Smith  visited,  and  where  the  bridge  was  afterwards  thrown, 
was  the  only  Browns  Ferry  known  to  General  Rosecrans. 

This  is  shown  by  the  following  facts: 

(1)  On  September  26,  1863,  Mr.  Dana  telegraphed  to  Mr.  Stanton  as  follows  (50 
W.  R.,  201): 

Rosecrans  is  about  to  lay  a  bridge  across  Tennessee  at  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek. 

(2)  In  1865  General  Rosecrans  testified  as  follows  before  the  Committee  on  the 
Conduct  of  the  War  (Report,  vol.  3,  1865,  campaign  of  General  Rosecrans,  p.  35): 

As  early  as  the  4th  of  October,  fourteen  days  after  the  l)attle,  I  called  the  attention 
of  General  Thomas  and  General  Garfield  to  the  "Map  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinity,"  ' 
and,  pointing  out  to  tliem  the  positions,  stated  that  as  soon  as  I  could  possiblj^  get 
the  bridge  materials  for  that  purpose  I  would  take  possession  of  Lookout  Valley 
opposite  the  passage  over  the  extremity  of  the  mountain  and  fortify  it. 

The  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek  is  close  to  "the  passage  over  the  extremity  of  the 
mountain." 

(3)  On  this  same  4th  of  October  to  which  General  Rosecrans  refers  in  his  testi- 
mony, Mr.  Dana  telegraphed  'Mr.  Stanton  as  follows  (50  W.  R.,  206): 

Engineers  are  now  engaged  upon  the  pontoon  bridge  to  cross  the  Tennessee  at  the 
mouth  of  Lookout  Creek. 

(4)  Continuing  his  testimony  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War, 
given  in  1865,  General  Rosecrans  says  {auj/rd,  p.  35) : 

On  the  19th  of  October  I  examined  the  river  and  selected  a  point  for  the  cross  of 
the  bridge  at  ferry  [sic]. 

This  must  have  been  the  Browns  Ferry  denoted  on  the  map  of  Chattanooga  and 
vicinity  to  which  he  had  just  testified  that  he  called  the  attention  of  Generals 
Thomas  and  Garfield. 

(5)  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds,  chief  of  staff  to  General  Rosecrans,  accompanied  the  lat- 
ter in  the  ride  of  October  19,  and  in  a  letter  to  General  Smith,  a  copy  of  which 
(marked  "B"),  is  hereto  appended,  speaks  as  follows: 

We  crossed  the  river  at  Chattanooga  and  examined  the  country  on  the  north  side, 
with  the  view  of  selecting  a  location  for  a  pontoon  bridge.  As  I  rememlier  it.  Browns 
Ferry  was  already  in  everybody's  mind  as  the  proper  place,  but  the  point  had  not 
been  decided  definitely.  We  visited  our  battery  on  the  high  gromid  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river  and  nearly  opposite  a  rebel  battery  on  Lookout  Mountain.  My 
understanding  was  that  Rosecrans  fixed  Browns  Ferry  as  the  place  for  the  bridge. 

^  This  was  the  title  of  the  Merrill  map. 
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This  place,  nearly  ojiposite  Lookout  Mouiitaiu,  in  tin'  .si!r  of  IJrowns  Ferry  on  the 
Merrill  map. 

(6)  Major  Bond'H  diary  reads  as  follows: 

Odoher  19,  Cliattitnooga. — Took  lon.ij  ride  over  the  river  with  (general  Roseerans  and 
General  Smith.  Went  to  Browns  Ferry,  the  ])roposed  point  for  loeation  of  pontoon 
bridge,  pontoons  for  which  are  being  built  and  are  nearly  linished  at  C'hattanooga. 
On  return  heard  (General  Rosecrans  was  relieved  of  connnand,  with  orders  to  report 
at  Cincinnati.  Remainder  of  the  night  was  busy  getting  leady  to  start  in  the 
morning. 

October  30,  CJiutianooga, — Left  at  7  a.  m.,  (ieneral,  Captain  Thonis,  and  myself  for 
Cincinnati. 

Neither  General  Rosecrans  nor  Major  Bond  returned  to  Chattanooga  durhig  the 
remainder  of  the  campaign,  and  they  therefore  can  not  and  do  not  nndertake  to  say 
of  their  own  knowledge  whether  the  place  which  they  visited  was  the  2)lace  where 
the  bridge  was  laid. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  Major  Bond's  diary  speaks  of  Browns  Ferry  as  "  the  pro- 
posed point  for  location  of  i)ontooii  bridge."  This  Browns  Ferry  can  not,  therefore, 
be  anything  but  the  Browns  Ferry  of  the  ^Merrill  map,  as  it  is  not  contended  that 
General  Rosecrans  had  ever,  before  the  l!)tli  of  October,  visited  the  river  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fixing  the  site  of  the  proposed  bridge. 

in. 

General  Boynton  is  unquestionably  in  errtir  in  saying  that  General  Smith  accom- 
panied General  Rosecrans  to  the  river  on  October  19,  1803. 

Not  only  does  Mr.  Dana,  in  his  letter  (marked  "A"),  recall  the  fact  of  his  riding 
with  General  Smith  from  the  hospital  and  parting  with  him,  but  General  Reynolds, 
in  his  letter  (marked  "B"),  speaks  of  another  officer  being  with  General  Rosecrans 
and  himself,  whose  name  he  can  not  recall.  This  officer,  it  is  admitted,  w^as  Major 
Bond.  Had  General  Smith  been  with  them  General  Reynolds  would  not  have  for- 
gotten it. 

IV. 

If  General  Rosecrans  visited,  as  we  think  must  be  admitted,  the  place  called 
"Browns  Ferry"  on  the  Merrill  map,  it  will  hardly  be  contended  that  he  also 
visited  the  place  called  "  Williams  Ferry  "  on  the  INIerrill  map,  i.  e.,  the  place  which 
General  Smith  visited  the  same  afternoon.  The  distance  between  the  two  places  is 
between  2  and  3  miles,  and  the  river  road  could  not  at  that  time  be  used  on  account 
of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters.  Besides,  had  l)oth  places  been  visited,  and  the  place 
called  "Williams  Ferry"  on  the  Merrill  ma]»,  selected.  General  Reynolds  would 
have  described  in  his  letter  (marked  "B")  that  place,  instead  of  describing,  as  he 
does,  the  place  marked  "  Browns  Ferry  "  on  the  Merrill  map. 

An  examination  of  all  this  evidence  demonstrates,  it  is  submitted,  that  the  spot 
where  the  bridge  was  thrown  on  October  27  was  selected  by  General  Smith  alone, 
and  that  the  place  which  General  Rosecrans  visited  was  a  spot  (to  use  ihv.  language 
of  General  Reynolds)  "  nearly  opposite  the  rebel  battery  on  Lookout  Mountain  " — 
that  is,  the  place  marked  "Browns  Ferry  "  on  the  Merrill  map. 

W.  F.  Smith. 


Appendix  A. 

New  York,  May  22,  1895. 

Dear  General  Smith:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  examined  anew 
the  various  documents  relating  to  indents  at  Chattanooga  in  October,  18(j;J,  and  I  will 
now  proceed  to  state  what  I  find  in  the  records  and  in  my  own  recollection  concern- 
ing certain  matters  which  it  appears  have  become  the  subject  of  controversy. 

For  some  two  months  or  more  I  was  attached  to  the  headquarters  of  General  Rose- 
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crans  as  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  purpose  of  shortening  the  Une  V)et\veen 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  the  War  Department  and  for  getting  forward 
more  promptly  any  reenforcements  or  other  assistance  that  General  Rosecrans  might 
desire.  My  daily  duty  was  to  report  to  the  Secretary  and  the  President  everything  that 
happened  in  the  Army  and  to  receive  for  this  purpose  information  not  only  as  to 
events,  but  also  as  to  plans  and  designs  of  the  commanding  general.  These  reports 
were  written  by  me  in  cipher  and  were  sent  daily  by  telegraph. 

About  the  middle  of  October  the  situation  of  the  army  at  Chattanooga  became 
dangerous.  Supplies  were  brought  up  with  extreme  difficulty  and  in  limited  quan- 
tities. Draft  animals  were  perishing  for  lack  of  forage,  and  even  after  General 
Hooker  arrived  at  Bridgeport  with  two  army  corps  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  it 
was  manifest  that  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was  still  in  a  j^erilous  and  uncertain 
position. 

During  this  period  I  saw  General  Rosecrans  every  day,  and  had  many  conversations 
with  him  resjiecting  the  measures  he  contemplated  for  changing  this  situation.  The 
one  idea  which  he  put  forward  was  the  establishment  of  a  pontoon  bridge  at  a  ferry 
which  led  from  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee  across  to  the  Lookout  Valley.  Orders 
were  given  for  the  preparation  of  this. bridge,  but  materials  were  very  scarce,  and  no 
actual  step  toward  putting  up  a  bridge  was  accomplished  while  General  Rosecrans 
was  there.  Of  Browns  Ferry,  which  was  some  distance  down  the  river,  or  of  any 
operations  connected  wdth  it,  I  never  heard  General  Rosecrans  speak,  nor  did  any 
member  of  his  staff  ever  say  anything  in  my  hearing  upon  the  subject. 

The  first  intimation  respecting  Browns  Ferry  which  I  received  was  on  the  19th  of 
October,  as  I  was  leaving  Chattanooga  under  the  order  of  Secretary  Stanton  to  join 
him  at  Louisville.  After  having  previously  taken  leave  of  General  Rosecrans,  I  pro- 
ceeded as  promptly  as  possible  to  obey  the  order.  I  remember  quite  distinctly  that 
as  I  rode  across  the  bridge  over  the  Tennessee  at  Chattanooga  and  proceeded  up  the 
northern  slope  toward  the  hospital  I  met  you  there  on  horseback.  You  told  me  you 
had  come  out  with  General  Rosecrans  and  were  going  to  reconnoiter  down  the  line 
of  the  river;  that(Teneral  Rosecrans  had  gone  into  the  hospital;*  that  you  had  waited 
for  him  as  long  as  you  could,  and  now,  without  waiting  any  longer,  you  would  ride 
on  with  me.  We  proceeded  together  until  we  came  to  the  spot  where  the  road 
divided,  one  branch  going  up  the  mountain  and  the  other  leading  down  toward  the 
river.  I  took  the  mountain  path  on  my  way  to  Bridgeport,  while  you  went  down  in  the 
direction  of  Browns  Ferry,  and  somewhere  about  there  you  thought  a  position  could 
perhaps  be  found  which  would  enable  us  greatly  to  shorten  the  road  from  Bridgeport. 
This  was  the  first  time  that  I  remember  hearing  of  Browns  Ferry.  Indeed,  I  never 
heard  of  it  from  any  person  but  yourself  until  its  occupation  had  been  accomplished 
by  you  under  General  Thomas's  orders.  If  General  Rosecrans  had  any  views  or 
designs  respecting  it,  he  could  hardly  have  failed  to  inform  me,  and  I  should  have 
promptly  conveyed  the  information  to  headquarters  at  Washington. 

After  a  cai-eful  study  of  the  documents  in  the  case  and  after  reviewing  my  own 
recollection,  I  remain  convinced  that  the  credit  of  planning  as  Avell  as  executing  the 
occupation  of  Browns  Ferry  belongs  to  you  alone. 

I  remain,  very  sincerely,  yours,  Chas.  A.  Dana. 


Appendix  B. 

1601  S  STREET  NW., 

mtshiiigion,  D.  C,  May  30,  1893. 

My  Dear  Baldy:  My  recollections  about  the  ride  with  General  Rosecrans  are  as 
follows: 

We  crossed  the  river  at  Chattanooga  and  examined  the  country  on  the  north  side, 
with  the  view  of  selecting  a  location  for  a  pontoon  bridge.  As  I  remember,  it  Browns 
Ferry  was  already  in  everybody's  mind  as  the  proper  place,  but  the  point  had  not 
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been  dcciilcd  definitely.  We  visited  our  1)attery  on  tlie  lii<);h  ground  on  the  nortli 
side  of  the  river  and  nearly  opposite  a  rel)el  battery  on  Ijookout  Mountain.  I\Iy 
understanding  was  that  Roseerans  fixed  Browns  Ferry  as  the  place  for  tlie  bridge. 

I  do  not  recollect  having  seen  Mr.  Dana  in  th(i  party  on  that  day.  The  party,  as 
I  remember  it,  was  larger  when  we  crossed  tlie  river  in  the  morning  than  it  was  when 
Roseerans  and  I  returned  to  lieadquarters  toward  sunset.  There  was  an(jther  officer 
of  the  Army  besides  Roseerans  and  myself,  but  I  can  not  recall  who  he  was. 

I  left  the  Ai-my  of  the  Cumberland  soon  after  the  battle  of  Mission  Ridge.  Thomas's 
report  makes  four  Inindred  and  seventy-odd  pages,  dated  Nashville,  March  9,  180G. 
I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  jjreparation  of  any  of  it. 

When  w^e  returned  Gordon  Granger  met  me  on  the  porch  of  Rosecrans's  head(juar- 
ters  and  said:  "The  old  man  has  been  relieved;  Thomas  is  in  command."  This  was 
onr  first  information  on  that  point. 

Will  1)0  glad  to  see  you  when  you  come  to  Washington  again. 
\'cry  tridy,  yours, 

.1.   J.    Hkyxoi.ds. 


WaK    DkI'AKTMENT, 

W((f<Ii!iiytoii,  Norcmhcr  30,  1897. 
Dear  Colonkl:  Inclosed  find  papers  sent  me  yesterday  through  Senator  Proctor 
from  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith.  They  relate,  as  you  will  see,  to  the  controversy  between 
General  Roseerans  and  General  Smith  concerning  the  Chattanooga  campaign.  Gen- 
eral Smith  seems  to  feel  sure  that  he  has  been  wronged.  I  wish  you  to  examine  this 
case  carefully,  and  liring  to  me  between  now  and  January  1  your  conclusions,  going 
to  the  root  of  the  whole  matter,  even  if  you  find  it  necessary  to  visit  the  field  of 
operations  itself.  It  is  a  matter  that,  if  General  Smith  has  been  wronged,  this  Depart- 
ment should  correct.  You  will  please  bring  the  inclosed  papers  here  and  return 
them  to  this  Department  on  your  coming  here. 

Yours,  very  truly,  R.  A.  Algeh, 

Sccrctarij  of  War. 
Col.  Henry  M.  Duffield, 

Historian,  etc.,  Dflmil,  }r;i-h. 


FIRST  OFFICIAL  ACTION  OF  THE  PARK  COMMISSION. 

War  Dici'art.ment, 

ClIICKAM  Aft;  A     AND    { 'ir  A  ITA  NooO  A    NATIONAL    1*ARK    COMMISSION, 

W((.yhiiu/ln)i,  }f(irr]i  ;.•-?,  JS98. 
Col.  Henry  M.  Di:PFri:i,i),  Detroit,  Mirh. 

My  Dear  Colonel:  1  have  received  your  letter  of  Marcli  10,  instant,  transmitting 
to  this  commission  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  to  Hon. 
Russell  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War,  \\  hicli  the  latter  has  referred  to  you  for  report. 
This  conununication  of  General  Smith  is  a  protest  against  the  correctness  of  a  certain 
historical  statement  incorporated  by  this  coimnission  in  one  of  the  legends  of  its 
"Atlas  of  the  battlefields  of  Chickamauga,  Chattanooga,  and  vicinity,"  in  relatitm  to 
General  Rosecrans's  plan  for  reopening  the  Tennessee  River. 

The  clause  in  the  legend  to  which  (Jeneral  Smith  objects  he  states  as  follows: 

At  daylight  of  October  27  th(>  river  line  of  communication  with  Bridgeport  was 
opened  by  the  execution  of  a})lan  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley,  devised  by  (ieneral 
Roseerans,  etc. 
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Tlir  wliole  rlansc,  which  (leneral  Sniitli  thus  quotes  in  part,  is  as  follows: 

At  daylight  of  October  27  the  river  line  of  communication  with  Bridgeport  was 
opened  by  the  execution  of  a  plan  for '•ecovering  Lookout  Valley,  devised  by  General 
Rosecrans,  approved  b}'  General  Thomas,  and  ordered  executed  by  General  Grant 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith.  Browns  Ferry  was  cap- 
tured by  troops  from  Chattanooga,  and  simultaneously  Hooker's  forces  marched  from 
Bridgeport  and  the  next  afternoon  ajipeared  in  Lookout  Valley. 

To  this  communication  from  General  Smith  to  the  Secretary  of  War  you  request 
an  answer  from  this  commission. 

In  his  letter  to  the  Secretary,  General  Smith,  in  referring  to  that  part  of  the  clause 
which  he  quotes,  says:  "This  statement  I  most  positively  assert  is  incorrect  in  every 
respect." 

In  another  pajier  signed  b_v  General  Smith,  and  transmitted  by  you,  he  thus  seta 
forth  his  claim: 

The  claim  is  this:  That  General  Smith  on  October  19, 1863,  alone,  and  without  assist- 
ance from  anyone,  fixed  upon  Browns  Ferry  as  the  best,  if  not  the  only,  plac-e  where 
a  lodgment  could  be  made  on  the  left  l)ank  of  the  Tennessee  River,  and,  owing  to 
the  conformation  of  the  ground,  securely  held,  at  such  a  distance  from  the  enemy's 
batteries  that  a  l^ridge,  if  thrown  across  the  stream  at  that  point,  would  be  safe  from 
their  fire  and  available  for  the  needs  of  the  military  situation. 

It  is  not  denied  that  General  Rosecrans  had  in  mind  the  desirability  of  establishing 
a  bridge  over  the  river,  nor  tliat  he  visited  the  river,  also  on  October  19,  ISiJ:!,  ior 
the  purpose  of  selecting  a  site  for  a  bridge,  but  it  is  denied  that  he  visited  Browns 
Ferrj',  w'here  the  bridge  was  thrown,  and  it  is  claimed  that  this  sjiot  was  selected 
not  J)y  him,  but  by  General  Smith. 

The  matter  in  dispute,  therefore,  is  a  very  narrow  question  of  fact. 

So  far  as  General  Smith's  claim,  as  here  stated,  is  concerned,  there  is  no  position 
wdiich  this  commission  has  taken  ni  its  maps,  legends,  or  historical  tablets  at  issue 
between  General  Smith  and  the  commission.  These  legends  and  tablets  simply 
ascribe  the  origin  of  the  general  plan  for  opening  the  Tennessee  River  to  General 
Rosecrans  and  the  execution  of  it  (the  Browns  Ferry  part)  to  General  Smith.  The 
claim  thus  stated  reduces  itself  to  the  contention  that  General  Smith  and  not  Gen- 
eral Rosecrans  selected  Browns  Ferry  as  the  position  for  throwing  the  bridge,  a  point 
which  this  commission,  notwithstanding  its  dissent  from  General  Smith's  position, 
has  not  called  in  question  by  the  legend  of  which  General  Smith  complains. 

General  Smith  himself  admits  in  this  claim  that  General  Ro.secrans  had  in  mind 
the  desirability  of  throwing  a  bridge  to  communicate  wdth  Lookout  Valley,  and  that 
he  visited  the  river  on  October  19,  the  day  that  General  Smith  first  visited  Browns 
Ferry,  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  a  bridge  site.  General  Smith,  however,  contends 
that  General  Rosecrans  did  not  visit  Browns  Ferry  for  this  purpose,  but  that  he 
examined  a  point  near  Moccasin  Point  and  opposite  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Greek. 

The  points  to  which  General  Smith  further  directs  attention  are  those  which  have 
never  been  pronuilgated  or  adopted  in  any  form  by  this  commission,  but  were  set 
forth  in  newspaper  letters  of  the  present  chairman  of  the  commission  before  he 
became  a  member  of  it,  which  were  not  written  even  in  his  capacity  as  historian  of 
the  commission,  which  were  not  suggested  by  the  commission,  and  which  never  had 
either  official  form  or  official  sanction.  Upon  this  purely  unofficial  matter  he  now 
asks  the  Secretary  of  War  to  rule  officially. 

If,  as  seems  apparent  from  the  communication  of  General  Smith  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  as  well  as  from  his  notes  upon  the  Browns  Ferry  movement  set  forth  in  the 
additional  paper  signetl  by  him,  he  contends  that  the  plan  for  opening  the  river  line 
of  supplies  through  Lookout  Yalle}'  to  Bridgeport  did  not  originate  with  General 
Rosecrans,  but  with  himself,  this  commission  finds  full  official  support  for  its  claim 
that  General  Rosecrans  originated  the  plan  in  the  following  official  records: 
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Three  days  after  Browns  Ferry  had  been  occupied  by  General  Rosecrans's  orders, 
and  three  days  before  General  Smith's  arrival  from  the  East,  Quartermaster-General 
Meigs  telegraphed  from  Chattanooga  to  the  Secretary  of  War  as  follows: 

AVhen  the  troops  understood  to  be  on  their  way  here  arrive,  General  Rosec^rans 
expects  to  recover  command  of  the  river  to  Bridgeport.  Supplies  can  then  be 
accumulated  by  water. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  General  Hooker  at  Cincinnati  in  command  of  the  forces  pro- 
ceeding from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  the  relief  of  General  Rosecrans  at  Chatta- 
nooga, General  Hooker  telegraphed  General  Rosecrans  on  September  29,  "  Will  Gen- 
eral Rosecrans  please  indicate  the  points  where  the  troops  will  leave  the  railroad?  " 
and  on  September  30  General  Rosecrans  rej)lied:  "  Your  corps  will  pass  directly  to 
Bridgeport  without  reshipment  at  Nashville.  Field  transportation  will  be  ready  for 
you  at  Bridgeport. ' ' 

On  the  same  day  Colonel  Hodges,  chief  quartermaster  at  Nashville,  telegraphed 
General  Rosecrans:  "  \Yill  you  please  give  me  an  idea  as  to  where  the  troojjs  now 
coming  in  will  be  for  the  ])resent?"  To  which  General  Rosecrans  immediately 
replied  the  same  day:  "The  troops  coming  in  will  operate  on  tlie  Ixjokout  Valley 
line  unless  called  northward."  At  this  time  General  Smith  had  not  reported  from 
the  East  to  General  Rosecrans. 

It  is  held  by  the  commission  that  these  dispatches  make  it  perfectly  clear  that 
General  Rosecrans,  at  a  time  previous  to  the  arrival  of  General  Smith  at  Chattanooga, 
and  at  least  three  days  before  the  latter  was  put  on  duty  there,  and  nearly  three 
weeks  before  the  day  which  General  Smith  himself  fixes  as  the  date  of  his  first  visit 
to  Browns  Feny,  had  fully  decided  upon  the  plan  of  opening  Lookout  Valley  by  an 
advance  of  General  Hooker's  troops  from  Bridgeport  in  cooperation  with  tiie  troops 
from  Chattanooga. 

On  the  22(1  of  April,  1805,  General  Rosecrans  appeared  before  the  Committee  on 
the  Conduct  of  the  War,  in  Washington,  and,  upon  being  sworn,  testified  as  follows 
in  regard  to  his  plan  for  opening  the  line  of  supplies  through  Lookout  Yal](>y  to 
Bridgeport,  this  testimony  being  quoted  in  part  only  by  General  Smith  in  his  letter 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War: 

As  early  as  the  4th  of  October,  fourteen  days  after  the  l)attle,  I  called  the  attention 
of  General  Thomas  and  (General  Garfield  to  the  map  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinity, 
and,  pointing  out  to  them  the  positions,  stated  that  as  soon  as  I  could  ]iossibly  get 
the  bridge  materials  for  the  purpose  I  would  take  possessioii  of  Lookout  ^'alley 
opposite  the  passage  over  the  extremity  of  the  mountain  and  fortify  it,  thus  com- 
l»letely  covering  the  road  from  there  to  Bridgeport  on  the  soutli  side  as  well  as  the 
river,  and  giving  us  practical  })Ossession  and  use  of  both,  as  well  as  of  hookout  Yal- 
ley;  because,  by  means  of  a  fortified  tete-de-pont,  after  our  fortifications  at  Chatta- 
nooga were  completed,  we  could  easily  concentrate  our  whole  force  to  fight  the 
enemy  if  he  entered  Lookout  Yalley,  and  that  within  less  than  two  hours'  march, 
while  he  could  not  aj^proach  us  in  force  with  artillery  without  making  a  circuit  over 
Lookout  Mountain,  by  way  of  Fricks  and  Stevens  Gap,  2tj  miles  southeast,  which 
would  take  two  or  three  days. 

An  interior  line  of  fortifications  was  laid  out  aixl  put  in  course  of  construction, 
designed  to  cover  our  depots  with  a  garrison  of  one  or  two  divisions  against  all  the 
forces  the  enemy  could  ])ring.  I  liad,  moreover,  ordered  the  construction  of  small 
steamboats  and  barges  at  Bridgeport  to  lun  thence  to  Chattanooga,  two  of  which 
were  well  advanced  when  the  army  crossed  on  its  advance  into  (ieorgia;  and  from 
the  23d  of  September  my  correspondence  and  my  staff  officers  will  testify  that  I  was 
urging  the  quartermaster,  Captain  Edwards,  who  had  tlie  work  in  hand,  to  hasten 
its  completion,  which  it  was  hoped  would  be  the  case  by  tlio  time  we  were  ready  to 
take  and  luAd  Lookout  Yalley.  To  effect  this,  (ieneral  Hooker  was  directed  to  con- 
centrate his  troops  at  Stevenson  and  Bridgt'port  and  advised  that  as  soon  as  his  train 
should  arrive,  or  enough  of  it  to  su])sist  his  army  10  or  12  miles  from  his  depot,  he 
would  be  dii'ected  to  move  into  Lookout  Yalley  to  take  possession  of  that;  and  every 
effort  was  made  to  comj)lete  the  pontoons,  etc.,  to  connect  that  with  our  troops  at 
Chattanooga.  On  the  19th  of  October  1  examined  the  river  and  selected  a  point  for 
the  crossing  of  the  bridge  at  Ferry  to  connect  Hooker's  with  the  forces  at  Chatta- 
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nooga.'  I,  moreover,  directed  Gen.  "W.  F.  Smith  to  reconnoiter  the  shore  above 
Chattanooga,  with  a  view  to  that  very  movement  on  the  enemy's  right  flank  which 
was  afterwards  made  by  General  Sherman.  (Report  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War, 
vol.  3,  2d  series,  p.  33  of  Rosecrans's  Campaigns.) 

This  sworn  statement  of  General  Rosecrans  in  regard  to  his  plan  for  opening  the 
line  of  commmiication  by  way  of  Lookout  Valley  to  Bridgeport  was  accepted  with- 
out question  for  twenty-eight  years,  and,  so  far  as  this  commission  is  informed  or 
believes,  was  never  called  in  question  by  anyone  until  the  publication  of  General 
Smith's  present  claim  in  1891.  It  was  also  regarded  by  this  commission  as  very  signifi- 
cant that  General  Smith,  in  his  official  report  of  the  Browns  Ferry  movement,  made 
a  few  days  after  it  had  been  executed,  does  not  hint  at  this  claim  even  by  inference. 
In  fact,  he  states  distinctly  in  the  oj^ening  of  his  report  that  he  was  ordered  to  recon- 
noiter the  river  for  an  entirely  different  duty,  namely,  to  ascertain  whether  he  could 
find  a  location  for  storehouses  behind  Williams  Island.  This  of  itself,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  commission,  shows  clearly  that  General  Rosecrans,  when  he  ordered  General 
Smith  to  make  this  reconnoissance  for  the  j^urpose  named,  had  fully  in  mind  his  plan 
for  opening  Lookout  Valley,  and  thus  making  it  possible  for  steandjoats  to  reach  the 
proposed  storehouses  behind  Williams  Island,  which  is  an  island  in  the  river  a  short 
distance  below  Browns  Ferry. 

In  regard  to  the  origin  of  this  plan.  General  Grant,  on  the  28th  of  October,  the  day 
after  its  execution  under  General  Smith,  telegraphed  General  Halleck  at  Washington: 

Chattaxooua,  October  28,  18G3 — 8 p.  m. 

(Received  1.50  a.  m.,  29th). 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
General  Thomas's  plan  for  securing  the  river  and  south  side  road  hence  to  Bridge- 
port has  proven  eminently  successful.  The  question  of  supidies  may  now  be 
regarded  as  settled.  If  the  rebels  give  us  one  week  more  time,  I  think  all  danger  of 
losing  territory  now  held  by  us  will  ha\'e  passed  away,  and  preparations  may  com- 
mence for  offensive  operations. 

L^.  S.  Grant,  Mnjor-General. 

General  Thomas,  in  his  report  made  to  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War, 
as  appears  in  the  supplement  Volume  I,  page  118,  has  the  following  to  say  in  regard  to 
the  origin  of  the  Browns  Ferry  movement: 

HEADfiUAKTKRS    DEPARTMENT    CUMBEliLAXD, 

October  19,  1863—11  p.  m. 
Major-General  Hooker,  Stevenson: 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  H.  Thomas  directs  me  to  state  that,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  he  has  assumed  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
Cumberland.  He  desires  that  you  will  use  all  possible  dispatch  in  concentrating 
your  couunand  and  i)reparing  to  move  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  General 
Rosecrans,  leaving  proper  railroad  guards. 

J.  J.  Reynolds, 
Major-General  and  Vliief  of  Stujj'. 

The  instructions  referred  to  in'  the  above  were  to  concentrate  as  much  of  his  com- 
mand at  Bridgeport  as  he  could  safely  spare  from  guarding  the  railroad  between  that 
point  and  Nashville  and  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  move  at  any  moment  toward 
Chattanooga  for  the  i)urpose  of  opening  communication  with  that  place  by  river  and 
by  rail.  Before  he  was  relieved  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland 
General  Rosecrans  and  his  chief  engineer.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  had  consulted 
together  as  to  means  of  relieving  the  army  at  Chattanooga  from  the  perilous  condi- 
tion it  was  in,  owing  to  the  great  difficulty  of  obtaining  sup])lies,  and  had  partially 
planned  the  movement,  which  was  left  "to  me  to  be  completed  when  I  assumed 
command,  namely,  to  open  a  short  line  of  supplies  from  Bridgeport. 

It  is  pertinent  to  add,  upon  the  authority  of  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds,  chief  of  staff,  that 
upon  the  mornmg  of  this  order  from  General  Thomas,  General  Rosecrans,  before 
starting  on  his  ride  to  Browns  Ferry,  sent  an  order  to  General  Hooker  at  Bridge- 
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port,  directing  him  to  hold  his  command  in  readiness  to  march,  for  reasons  set  forth 
in  General  Thomas's  testimony,  as  quoted  above.  Tliis  dispatch,  as  it  will  he 
noticed,  was  received  at  Stevenson  at  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  19th: 

Stevenson,  Octohtr  19,  1863 — 0  a.  in. 
Brig.  (ien.  11.  S.  Granger: 

Dispatch  received.  Have  just  received  orders  from  department  headquarters  to 
hold  my  command  in  readiness  to  march  at  sliort  notice.  Yours  will  be  the  only 
troops  k'ft  on  the  line  when  1  leave,  therefore  1  can  not  relieve  them.  Confer  witii 
General  Kosecrans  on  the  subject. 

JosEiMi   Hooker, 
M<iJ()r-fi'('iicr<il,  ( 'oinmaiKliiKj. 

In  18()8,  when  General  Thomas's  headquarters,  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
were  at  Louisville,  the  engineer  office,  being  ready  to  issue  General  Thomas's  official 
map  of  the  campaigns  of  tlie  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  wrote  to  General  Thomas's 
headt]uarters  for  such  corrections,  if  any,  as  it  was  thought  desirable  to  make  in  the 
legends  which  had  been  furnished  in  1865,  with  the  map,  to  the  engineer's  office. 
These  legends,  as  first  submitted  to  the  engineer's  office,  contained  this  paragraiih, 
omitting,  as  will  be  seen,  any  part  that  (General  Kosecrans  may  have  had  in  the  plan 
for  opening  the  river: 

On  the  19th  October  Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas  succeeded  General  Rosecrans  in 
t  he  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland.  General  (^rant  arrived  in  C'hat- 
tanooga  on  the  2od,  and,  approving  of  General  Thomas's  plans,  they  were  carried  into 
execution.  General  Thomas  directed  Brig.  (ien.  W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  to 
make  a  lodgment  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Tennessee  River,  at  Browns  Ferry,  and 
seize  the  range  of  hills  in  that  vicinity,  as  they  commanded  the  Kelleys  Ferry  road. 
In  connection  with  this  movement.  General  Hooker  was  to  cross  the  Tennessee  River 
at  Bridgeport  and  advance  on  Wauhatchie. 

This  portion  of  the  legend  was  amended  at  (ieneral  Thomas's  headquarters  by 
returning  it  with  the  following  insertion,  showing  that  prior  to  being  relieved — that 
is,  prior  to  the  day  that  General  Smith,  as  he  himself  claims,  first  visite<l  Browns 
Ferry — General  Rosecrans  had  ordereil  Hooker's  troops  to  advance  toward  Chatta- 
nooga for  the  purpose  of  opening  the  line  of  supplies: 

Prior  to  being  relieved  General  Rosecrans  had  ordered  the  concentration  of  Hook- 
er's troops  at  Bridgeport,  jireparatory  to  advancing  along  the  line  of  tlu'  railroad 
toward  Chattanooga.  On  assuming  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  Gen- 
eral Thomas  ordered  the  immediate  execution  of  this  movement,  and,  after  consult- 
ing with  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  he  determined  upon  certain  otlier 
movements  in  conjunction  with  General  Hooker's  advance,  looking  to  the  oj)ening 
of  the  Tennessee  River  and  main  wagon  road  from  Bridgeport  to  Browns  Ferry,  it 
being  inqjossil)le  to  supply  the  army  at  Chattanooga  l>y  the  road  on  the  north  bank  of 
the  river. 

The  technicalities  by  which  General  Smith  seeks  to  limit  the  point  in  Lookout 
Valley  wdiere  General  Rosecrans  intended  to  throw  his  bridge  to  the  exact  mouth  of 
Lookout  Creek  are  not  regarded  by  this  commission  as  of  any  force,  since  this  was 
not  only  a  thoroughly  unmilitary  point,  but  an  impossible  point,  unless  the  throw- 
ing of  a  bridge  was  to  be  supported  by  a  sutficlent  force  to  clear  Lookout  \'a!U-y  of 
the  enemy  and  drive  the  Confederate  army  off  Lookout  Moimtain.  A  bridge  thrown 
at  this  point,  as  everyone  who  examines  it  sees  at  a  glance,  would  have  been  under 
the  plunging  fire  of  batteries  and  riflemen  upon  inaccessible  bluffs  on  the  ojiposite 
shore,  and  the  route  of  supply  wagons  to  and  from  the  bridge  would  have  been 
mider  artillery  fire  for  more  tlian  a  mile.  It  is  held  by  this  conunission  that  to 
assume  that  an  officer  of  General  Rosecrans' s  attainments  would  have  attempted  to 
throw  a  bridge  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek,  when  the  long-estal)lished  road  from 
Chattanooga  into  Lookout  Valley  crossed  at  Browns  Ferry,  much  nearer  Chattanooga 
and  quite  beyond  the  reach  of  the  enemy's  guns,  is  too  preposterous  for  serious  con- 
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sideration.  Undoiibtedly  the  terms  ' '  month  of  Lookout  Creek ' '  were  used  as  equiva- 
lent to  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Yalley. 

While  no  othi-ial  decision  has  been  made  by  this  commission  Ijecause  of  the  unoffi- 
cial agitation  of  the  various  claims  of  General  Smith,  the  members  of  this  commission 
have  given  much  and  careful  study  to  all  questions  involved  in  the  present  discus- 
sion. They  have  satisfied  themselves  by  abundant  testimony  and,  as  they  think, 
beyond  possibility  of  dovibt  that  what  is  now  known  as  Browns  Ferry  has  been  so 
known  back  to  the  time  of  the  Indian  occupation  of  the  surrounding  country. 

Mr.  Allison,  a  resident  of  Chattanooga  and  a  pilot  upon  the  Tennessee  River  in 
that  vicinity  for  a  long  term  of  years  before  the  war,  says  that  to  his  knowledge  no 
other  ferry  than  what  is  now  known  as  Browns  Ferry  has  ever  existed,  within  his 
knowledge  of  the  river,  between  that  point  and  Chattanooga. 

Mr.  Parker,  an  old  citizen  who  has  lived  all  his  life  in  Lookout  Valley  near  Browns 
Ferr}^  informs  members  of  the  commission  that  the  present  Browns  Ferry  has  been 
known  as  such,  to  his  knowledge,  for  seventy-five  years,  and  that  during  that  time 
there  has  ])een  no  feriy  above  it  from  Lookout  Yalley  either  l)y  that  or  any  other 
name. 

Much  has  been  made  at  times  in  the  course  of  this  discussion  of  a  claim  that  a 
ferry  existed  in  the  vicinity  of  Moccasin  Point,  and  it  has  been  attempted  to  estab- 
lish this  claim  by  reference  to  the  capture  and  recapture  of  a  ferryboat  at  the  foot  of 
Lookout  Mountain,  above  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek.  Upon  prosecuting  inquiry 
into  this  matter  the  commission  discovered  and  entered  into  correspondence  with 
members  of  the  ()ne  hundred  and  fifteenth  Illinois  Infantry  who  were  engaged  in 
navigating  this  boat  at  the  time  of  its  capture  by  the  Confederates.  It  turns  out  to 
have  been  a  boat  which  had  floated  down  from  the  vicinity  of  Chattanooga  and 
caught  upon  the  shoal  between  the  city  and  Lookout  ^lountain.  The  boat  was  dis- 
lodged from  this  position  by  a  detail  from  the  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  in  the  attempt  to  take  it  to  the  vicinity  of  Williams  Island  it  came 
under  the  fire  of  the  Confederate  pickets  and  was  captured.  It  was  subsequently 
recaptured  by  our  forces.  Full  information  in  regard  to  these  facts  in  writing  from 
the  persons  engaged  in  the  attempt  to  take  the  boat  down  the  river  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  this  commission.  The  boat  had  never  been  used  as  a  ferry  anywhere 
in  the  vicinity  of  Lookout  Moimtain  or  Lookout  Valley. 

Capt.  William  IMargedant,  now  residing  at  Hamilton,  Ohio,  who  was  General 
Rosecrans's  topographical  engineer  at  the  time  of  the  Browns  Ferry  movement,  has 
exhibited  to  members  of  the  commission  photograplis  of  the  river,  including  Browns 
Ferry  and  the  adjacent  shores,  taken  before  General  Smith  arrived  from  the  Eastern 
army,  by  direction  of  General  Rosecrans,  as  part  of  the  work  of  preparing  for  opening 
the  river  at  that  point. 

Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds,  chief  of  staff  to  General  Rosecrans,  who  rode  with  the  General 
on  the  19th  of  October,  1863,  to  Browns  Ferry  for  the  purpose  of  examining  it  with 
a  view  to  throwing  a  bridge  at  that  point,  has  recently  visited  that  position  with  a 
member  of  the  commission.  He  clearly  recognized  it  as  the  point  to  which  he  rode 
with  General  Rosecrans  the  day  the  latter  was  relieved.  Upon  also  visiting  the  river 
in  the  vicinity  of  ]\Ioccasin  Point  and  opposite  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek,  he  was 
equally  certain  that  no  point  in  that  vicinity  had  been  examined  with  a  view  to 
bridging  the  river  at  that  location. 

Maj.  Frank  S.  Bond,  now  residing  in  New  York,  and  senior  aid  to  General  Rose- 
crans in  Chattanooga,  also  rode  with  the  General  and  General  Reynolds  on  October 
19  to  Browns  Ferry  for  the  jaurpose  of  selecting  a  point  for  a  practicable  crossing  for 
General  Hooker's  command  into  Lookout  Yalley.     He  said  of  his  recollections: 

They  are,  however,  perfectly  clear  as  to  the  fact  that  General  Rosecrans,  General 
Reynolds,  General  "Baldy  "  Smith,  and  I  started  early  on  the  morning  of  October  19 
to  make  a  reconnoissance  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  a 
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point  for  a  practicable  crossing  for  General  Hooker's  command  into  Lookout  Valley. 
A  careful  examination  of  the  river  was  made  and  a  point  known  as  Browns  Ferry 
was  selected  for  such  crossinj;;.  The  entire  day  was  si)ent  in  niakinj,'  this  examination, 
and  my  recollection  is  that  it  was  just  after  (lark  when  \\v  returned  to  Chattanoo<?a, 
and  the  General,  sto]ipingat  (Teneral  Thomas's  headquarters,  there  learned  that  the 
order  relieving  him  from  command  liad  been  received.  General  Smith,  while 
admitting  that  he  started  with  General  Rosecrans  to  make  an  examination  of  the 
river,  claims  that  the  (ieneral  stopped  at  some  hospital  enronte,  and  tliat  he  (Gen- 
eral Smith)  went  on  by  himself  and  made  an  examination  of  the  river  on  his  own 
account.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  (luestioning  (Tcneral  Smith's  statements 
as  to  his  personal  movements;  he  should  know  as  to  them  better  than  1.  1  do  know, 
Iiowever,  that  I  accompanied  General  Rosecrans,  with  CJeneral  Reynolds,  in  making 
that  reconnoissance,  and  that  the  point  on  the  river  known  and  bc^lieved  to  be 
Browns  Ferry  was  selected  as  the  l)est  point  for  a  crossing.  I  also  know  of  my  own 
knowledge  that  previous  to  making  this  examination  of  the  river  orders  had  been 
given  for  the  building  of  some  fifty  or  more  pontoons  additional  to  those  required  for 
a  second  bridge  (at  C'hattanooga),  and  that  these  were  intended  to  be  used  for  such 
crossing,  antl  they  were  about  completed  on  the  day  (Tcneral  Rosecrans  made  his 
selection  of  Browns  Ferry  as  the  point  where  lie  intende<l  to  move  General  Hooker's 
conunand  across  the  river.  I  have  also  a  distinct  recollection  that  prior  to  this  exam- 
ination of  tiie  river  bank  I  accompanied  General  Rosecrans  a  number  of  times  to  the 
point  where  the  pontoons  necessary  for  this  movement  were  being  constructed. 

Col.  A.  .T.  ^fackay,  chief  quartermaster  on  the  staff  of  General  Thomas,  writing  to 
IMajor  Bond,  says: 

Let  me  here  say  that  I  fully  concur  in  your  statement  that  orders  had  been  given 
to  build  boats  for  bridging  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry  previous  to  the  arrival  of  (Gen- 
eral Snuth.  Upon  his  arrival  General  Smith  assumed  full  charge  and  direction  of 
the  work  to  open  the  "cracker  line" — a  service  for  which  he  secured  the  recognition 
of  the  principal  generals. 

In  reference  to  General  Rosecrans's  plans  for  the  Browns  Ferry  movement  as  they 
had  developed  previous  to  General  Smith's  arrival  in  the  Western  army,  Captain 
Margedant,  topographical  engineer  of  the  department,  writes  to  this  commission 
that  he  had  already  prepared  for  General  Rosecrans  a  map  of  Browns  Ferry  and  its 
surroundings,  being  the  Browns  Ferry  where  the  pontoon  bridge  was  afterwards 
thrown,  and  that  at  this  point  he  had  on  his  map  sketched  in  the  boats  of  a  pontoon 
bridge,  and,  further,  that  this  map  was  taken  from  his  headcjuarters  to  General  Smith's 
headquarters  immediately  after  General  Smith  was  assigned  to  duty  as  chief  engineer 
of  the  Department  of  the  Cuml)erland,  by  Coast  Survey  officers  acting  under  General 
Smith's  orders. 

As  to  the  claim  of  General  Smith  that  no  progress  maj)  exists  after  the  one  to  which 
he  calls  attention,  which  was  issued  at  Bridgejjort  previous  to  the  occupation  of 
Chattanooga,  and  which  showed  Browns  Ferry  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek 
and  Williams  Ferry  at  the  point  now  known  as  Browns  Ferry,  and  that  consequently 
General  Rosecrans  knew  of  no  other  i^osition  except  that  one  at  the  mouth  of  Look- 
out Creek  under  the  name  of  Browns  Ferry,  it  is,  notwithstanding,  a  fac-t  that  (ieneral 
Rosecrans  ordered  the  occupation  of  the  present  Browns  Ferry  on  the  22d  of  Sei)tem- 
ber,  the  day  that  the  Federal  army  reached  Chattanooga  after  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga.  In  obedience  to  this  order,  Browns  Ferry  was  occupied  in  force  by  artillery 
and  infantry  on  the  23d  day  of  September,  which  was  a  week  before  General  Sniith's 
arrival  in  the  Western  army  and  two  weeks  before  he  assumed  command  of  the  engi- 
neering forces.  According  to  the  report  of  Gen.  W.  C.  Whitaker,  dated  on  the  24th 
of  September,  1863,  to  Gen.  J.  B.  Steedman,  "the  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Illi- 
nois Volunteei's,  one  section  of  the  Eighteenth  Ohio  Battery,  at  Browns  Ferry,  about 
3  nules  below  the  position  of  Colonel  Champion,"  Colonel  Champion's  connnand 
being  stationed  at  Moccasin  Point. 

According  to  (ieneral  Smith's  own  statement,  when  he  first  visited  lirowns  Ferry, 
on  the  19th  of  October,  he  found  it  in  the  possession  of  troops  which  had  been  stationed 
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there  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  it.  These  were  the  same  troops  that  had  been 
placed  there  by  General  Rosecrans's  orders  some  time  before  General  Smith's  arrival 
at  the  West. 

It  is  also  a  fact  that  the  first  official  map  issued  after  the  occupation  of  Chattanooga 
by  the  Union  Army  showed  Browns  Ferry  in  its  proper  place;  that  is,  at  the  point 
where  the  pontoon  bridge  was  thrown  at  the  time  of  the  Browns  Ferry  movement. 
This  map  was  called  to  the  attention  of  members  of  the  commission  at  the  time 
General  Smith's  claim  became  a  matter  of  discussion  before  the  public,  and,  while 
there  is  no  doubt  of  its  existence,  it  has  been  mislaid  and  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
produce  it  at  the  present  time. 

General  Smith,  in  his  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  pamphlet, 
and  in  other  papers  in  which  he  has  preferred  his  claim,  contends  that  since  General 
Rosecrans  was  engaged  previous  to  his  relief  in  energetically  prosecuting  the  build- 
ing of  a  railroad  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  on  the  long  route,  for  supplies,  it  fol- 
lows that  he  did  not  have  in  mind  a  plan  for  opening  the  line  of  supplies  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river  through  Lookout  Valley.  This  line  of  railroad,  which  was 
nearly  completed  at  the  time  of  General  Rosecrans's  relief,  extended  from  Bridge- 
port to  Jasper,  in  the  Sequatchie  Valley,  and  its  completion  would  have  obviated  the 
long  haul  over  the  Cumberland  Mountains  and  have  left  only  the  crossing  of  ^^'al- 
dens  Ridge  to  enable  the  supply  trains  to  reach  Chattanooga. 

General  Smith,  however,  throughout  this  contention,  fails  to  state  that  on  the  very 
page  of  the  record  which  sets  forth  General  Rosecrans's  activity  in  opening  this  sec- 
tion of  railroad,  to  avoid  the  crossing  of  the  Cumberland  Mountains  by  his  trains, 
there  is  a  letter  to  General  Hooker  bearing  the  same  date  as  the  one  urging  the  com- 
pletion of  this  section  of  railroad,  in  which  he  is  notified  that  "we  must  have  the 
river,  and  that  soon,"  the  letter  further  infonning  General  Hooker  that  if  Sherman, 
whose  troops  had  left  Corinth  that  day  under  orders  to  push  forward  to  Tuscundiia, 
should  come  in  at  Huntsville,  he  [General  Rosecrans]  would  then  be  able  to  concen- 
trate and  move  Hooker's  entire  force  at  once,  and  follows  this  with  the  statement 
just  quoted,  "We  must  have  the  river,  and  that  soon." 

This  is  held  not  only  to  dispose  of  General  Smith's  partial  presentation  of  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  but  of  his  whole  contention  upon  this  point,  and,  further,  to 
show  the  wisdom  of  General  Rosecrans  in  not  being  willing  to  allow  the  vital  ques- 
tion of  supplies  to  rest  upon  one  line  alone  while  it  was  within  his  power  to  make 
another  available. 

General  Smith  quotes  the  following  from  General  Thomas's  report,  as  establishing 
his  claim  for  originating  the  plan  for  opening  the  Tennessee  River: 

To  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  should  be  accorded  great  praise  for  the 
ingenuity  which  conceived  and  the  ability  which  executed  the  movement  at  Browns 
Ferry. 

The  simple  meaning  of  this  is,  as  the  whole  context  plainly  shows,  that,  the  execu- 
tion of  the  Browns  Ferry  movement  being  placed  in  General  Smith's  hands,  he  con- 
ceived all  the  details  necessary  to  its  execution  with  great  ingenuity  and  executed 
the  plan  intrusted  to  him,  or,  as  General  Thomas  further  expresses  it  on  the  next 
page  of  his  testimony,  "the  work  assigned  him,"  with  ability. 

To  sum  the  whole  matter  up,  for  the  reasons  herein  set  forth  the  commission 
holds  to  the  views: 

First.  That  General  Rosecrans  originated  the  plan  for  opening  the  line  of  supplies 
from  Chattanooga  by  way  of  Browns  Ferry  through  Lookout  Valley  to  Bridgeport 
before  the  arrival  of  General  Smith  from  the  Eastern  army. 

Second.  That  General  Rosecrans  selected  what  he  then  knew  as  Browns  Ferry 
and  which  is  now  known  as  such,  for  the  location  of  a  pontoon  bridge  to  connect 
Chattanooga  with  Lookout  Valley. 
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Third.  That  when  the  time  for  executinjj  the  Browns  Ferry  movement  arrived  its 
details  were  committed  to  General  Smitli  and  the  troops  for  the  execution  thereof 
placed  under  his  counnand,  and  that  he  j)erformed  the  inii)ortant  duty  thus  intrusted 
to  him  with  an  ability  and  brilliancy  which  secured  him  universal  approbation  at 
the  time  and  which  has  been  as  universally  accorded  him  ever  since. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

II.   Y.   lioYNTON, 

Chairman  of  ('ommi.ssion.   ' 


GENERAL  SMITH'S  COMMENTS  ON  THE  PRECEDING  PAPER. 

1825  Pine  Street,  Philadelphia,  April  S,  lt>D8. 
Col.  Henry  M.  Duffield,  Detroit. 

Mv  Dear  Sir:  I  thank  you  for  your  favor  of  the  24th  ultimo,  inclosing  General 
Boynton's  lengthy  reply  to  my  claim,  whic-h  I  herewith  return. 

I  shall  not  undertake  to  reply  to  or  even  to  comment  on  the  greater  jiart  of  Gen- 
eral Boynton's  statements  or  arguments.  To  my  mind  there  are  l)ut  two  questions 
to  be  answered. 

1.  Is  it  in  accordance  with  the  truth  to  speak,  as  the  legend  does,  of  the  o[)era- 
tions  at  Browns  Ferry  as  being  "the  execution  of  a  plan  for  recovering  Lookout 
Valley  devixcd  hj  General  Rosecrans,"  if  it  should  l)e  found  as  a  fact  that  General 
Rosecrans  did  not  visit  Browns  Ferry  himself  or  select  it  as  the  site  where  the  bridge 
should  be  thrown? 

To  my  mind  this  question  admits  of  but  one  answer.  That  General  Rosecrans 
' '  had  iit  mind  the  desirability  of  establishing  a  bridge  over  the  river ' '  I  have  admitted 
in  my  claim.  But  the  language  of  General  Boynton,  that  General  Rosecrans  had  a 
"general  plan  for  opening  the  Tennessee  River,"  I  think  is  far  in  advance  of  the 
facts,  unless  it  can  at  least  be  shown  that  he  selected  the  spot  where  the  bridge  could 
be  thrown.  But  if  the  only  place  which  he  visited  was  a  place  where  a  bridge 
could  not  l)e  thrown — or  if  thrown,  maintained — he  can  not  jjroperly  be  said  to  be 
entitled  to  the  credit  of  having  'Ulerised  a  plan"  the  execution  only  of  which  was 
left  to  me. 

2.  If  I  am  right  in  this  contention,  the  old  question,  and  to  my  mind  the  only  real 
question  in  this  whole  controversy,  recurs — did  General  Rosecrans  select  or  even 
visit  the  place  where  the  bridge  was  thrown? 

On  this  point  I  have  in  my  claim  marshaled  my  evidence.  I  have  called  your 
attention  to  the  Merrill  maji,  with  its  notation  of  Browns  Ferry  near  the  end  of 
Lookout  Mountain;  to  Mr.  Dana's  telegram  of  September  26,  that  General  Rosecrans 
was  a])out  to  lay  a  bridge  across  the  Tennessee  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek;  to 
General  Rosecrans' s  testimony  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  in 
which  he  said  he  intended  to  take  possession  of  Lookout  Valley  opposite  the  pas- 
sage at  the  extremity  of  the  mountain;  to  Mr.  Dana's  telegram  of  October  4,  that 
the  pontoons  were  being  built  "to  cross  the  Tennessee  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout 
Creek;"  to  Rosecrans' s  testimony  where  he  says  he  selected  a  point  "at  Ferry," 
meaning  without  question  the  ferry  mentioned  on  Merrill's  map;  to  General  Rey- 
nolds's letter,  in  which  he  says  that  he  visited  a  battery  "on  the  high  ground  on 
the  ncjrth  side  of  the  river  and  nearly  opposite  a  rebel  battery  on  Lookout  Mountain." 
And  for  a  more  extended  mention  of  this  evidence  I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to 
iny  claim. 

That  the  place  which  General  Rosecrans  visited  on  the  19th  of  October  was  a 
wholly  unsuital)le  place  to  throw  a  pontoon  bridge  I  admit  as  fully  as  does  General 
Boynton  on  page  12  of  his  reply;  but  I  have  never  claimed  or  believed  that  General 
Rosecrans  ever  thought  it  would  answer.     Certainly  the  disjjatch  which  he  sent  that 
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evening  to  General  Halleck  makes  no  allusion  to  his  having  secured  such  a  position. 
In  my  opinion  General  Rosecrans  was  relieved  from  duty  before  he  had  found  a 
suitable  place  for  his  pontoon  bridge.  How,  then,  can  he  properly  he  credited  with 
having  devised  the  plan  which  I  executed? 

3.  General  Boynton  has  devoted  considerable  space  to  showing  that  the  ferry  where 
the  bridge  was  thrown  had  always  been  known  as  Browns  Ferry.  Very  possibly 
this  is  so;  certainly  I  am  not  disposed  to  question  it.  But  the  place  marked  Browns 
Ferry  on  the  Merrill  map,  which  was  the  only  map  then  in  use,  is  at  the  end  of 
Lookout  Mountain. 

4.  The  attempt  to  weaken  the  effect  of  the  letter  of  General  Reynolds,  a  copy  of 
which  I  append  to  my  claim,  will  not  commend  itself,  I  apprehend,  to  your  judg- 
ment. What  General  Boynton  says  General  Reynolds  said  to  him  on  being  shown 
the  place  where  the  bridge  was  thrown  is  certainly  likely  to  be  just  what  General 
Boynton  wanted  him  to  say.  AVhat  he  wrote  at  first  to  me  was  very  clear  and 
admitted  of  no  controversy.  Had  he  visited  any  other  place  but  the  place  mentioned 
by  him — "the  high  ground  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  and  nearly  opposite  a  rebel 
battery  on  Lookout  Mountain" — he  would  have  said  so  then. 

5.  I  pass  by  the  scandalous  accusation  relating  to  Captain  Margedant  without 
comment. 

6.  No  doubt  it  is  true  that  the  place  where  the  bridge  was  thrown  was  afterwards 
known  as  Browns  Ferry.  I  certainly  knew  it  myself  as  Browns  Ferry,  and  no  doubt 
the  first  map  published  after  the  27th  of  October  corrected  the  mistake  of  Merrill. 
I  see  General  Boynton  says  this  map  is  lost.     But  what  if  it  is? 

7.  I  must  decline  to  follow  General  Boynton  into  his  examination  of  the  plans  of 
General  Rosecrans  in  reference  to  the  cooperation  of  the  commands  of  Generals 
Hooker  and  Sherman. 

Lastly.  General  Boynton  says  that  General  Rosecrans  originated  the  plan  of  the 
Browns  Ferry  movement  before  I  arrived  at  his  heatlquarters,  and  selected  the  spot 
where  the  })ridge  was  finally  thrown.  How  this  conclusion  can  be  reconciled  with 
General  Rosecrans' s  testimony  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  "War  or 
with  the  information  which  he  gave  to  Mr.  Dana  I  am  unable  to  see. 
But  I  leave  the  case  in  your  hands,  and  remain,  with  great  respect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.M.  F.  Smith. 


United  States  Senate, 
Washington,  I).  C,  Januanj  8,  1.900. 
Dear  General  Cokbin:  On  the  apiilication  of  Gen.  "Baldy"  Smith  to  Secretary 
Alger,  some  two  years  ago,  an  officer  was  appointed  to  report  on  who  was  entitled  to 
the  credit  for  the  flanking  movement  at  Bridgeport,  below  Chattanooga.     General 
Duffield  was  appointed  in  the  autimin  of  1897  to  report  on  that  matter.     He  has 
never  made  his  report,  and  General  Smith  is  anxious  that  it  should  be  made,  whether 
it  may  be  favorable  to  him  or  not.     Will  it  be  in  order  for  you  to  suggest  to  General 
Duffield  that  the  Department  would  ])e  glad  to  receive  his  report?    I  should  be  i)leased 
to  have  a  copy  of  it  for  (general  Smith  before  it  is  published. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Redfield  Proctor. 
Gen.  H.  C.  Corbin, 

Adjutant-General  U.  S.  A. 


Wab  Department, 
Washington,  January  19,  1900. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  January  16  in  reference  to  the 
legend  of  the  atlas  published  by  the  Chickamauga  Park  Commission  in  so  far  as  it 
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refers  to  the  authorship  of  the  phiii  for  r('lk'viii<r  the  Army  <if  the-  C'uialicrlanil   fmni 
its  position  of  starvation  in  1863. 

Upon  your  request  in  1897  the  matter  w«  -  referred  by  the  Secretary  of  War  t<>  Gen. 
H.  M.  Dufheld,  of  Detroit,  a  soldier  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  a  mend^er 
of  the  staff  of  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas  at  Chattanooga. 

General  Duffield  made  an  exhaustive  study  of  tlu^  case  from  the  records,  and  visited 
the  ground  of  operations  for  the  purpose  of  refreshing  his  memory  and  gatlieringnew 
information.  The  official  records  upon  which  this  connnission  l)ases  its  claim  to  the 
absolute  correctness  of  the  legend  in  its  atlas,  to  which  you  refer,  were  also  furnished 
General  Duffield.  When  General  Dulfield  had  aljout  completed  his  report  tlic  ^var 
with  Spain  was  declared,  and  he  went  into  the  field.  This  postponed  the  comiiletion 
of  his  rej)ort. 

I  find  tliat  the  report  is  now  ready,  and  its  receipt  may  l)e  expected  witliin  a  few 
days,  when  you  will  be  furnished  with  a  copy. 

Very  truly,  yours,  Klihu  Hoot, 

Secrclurij  of  11 '(■//•. 

Gen.  William  F.  Smitu, 

834  Adavhs  street,  Wiliiiiinjloii,  l>il. 


Dktijoit,  Mkii.,  JiuiiKiri/ ,/..',  lUOO. 
Gen.  II.  C.  CoRBiN, 

Adjutdnt-GeneraV s  (\(lire,  Wasliington,  D.  ('. 
My  Dkau  General:  I  only  last  Saturday  found  the  papers  in  the  Browns  Ferry 
case.  They  had  been  put  away  with  other  papers  when  1  went  to  Culm.  There  was 
no  completed  report,  l)ut  only  the  data  for  one.  I  am  completing  the  report  now, 
however,  and  will  have  it  finished  in  a  day  or  two.  It  will  be  necessary  for  me  to 
refer  to  some  maps  in  the  Engineer's  Office,  at  Washington,  before  submitting  the 
report,  and  as  soon  as  the  report  is  ready  I  will  run  down  and  present  it  in  person. 
I  think  now  I  can  leave  here  the  latter  part  of  this  week. 

Yours,  sincerely,  IIkxky  'SI.  Dufkii:lo. 


War    DlOI-AKTMKXT,   AlMlTANT-CiKMOIiAL's    OkIUK, 

Watddngton,  January  24,  I'K^O. 
Dear  Senator  Proctor:  In  connection  with  your  conversation  this  morning,  I 
beg  to  hand  you  the  inclosed  from  General  Duffield,  which  has  just  been  received. 
Very  respectfully, 


Hon.  Kedkield  Pkoctor, 

United  States  Senate. 


II.  C  CoRnix,  Ad/iihnil-fu'n.erdf.' 


GENEEAL    DUFFIELD'S    KEPORT. 

Detroit,  .Mjcii.,  ./(intniri/  Jo,  ]:i()(). 
The  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  coiitaiiie(l  in  tlic  letter  of  \'ovend)er.S(),  18117, 
from  Hon.  Russell  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War,  referring  to  nu;  the  claim  of  Bvt. 
Maj.  Gen.  WiPiam  F.  Smith  respecting  the  legend  on  the  Atlas  of  the  Battlefields  of 
Chickamauga,  Chattanooga,  and  vicinity,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  folk)wing 
leport.  It  was  prepared  to  be  submitted  in  the  spring  of  1898,  but  deferred  by 
direi'tion  of  Secretary  Alger  on  a(;count  of  the  i)ressur(!  of  affairs  in  the  Department 
incident  to  the  Spanish-American  war. 
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A  copy  of  General  Smith's  claim  was  presented  to  the  Chickamauga  and  Chatta- 
nooga National  Park  Commission  and  their  rej^ly  was  sent  to  General  Smith,  and, 
with  hia  rejoinder  and  claim,  accompanies  this  report. 

In  connection  with  these  paj^ers,  I  have  given  the  matter  very  careful  attention, 
and  have  visited  ]\Ioccasin  Point  and  Browns  Ferry,  with  which  I  was  familiar  during 
service  at  Chattanooga  in  1863,  and  have  also  made  personal  examination  of  the 
majjs  and  documents  in  the  War  Department  referred  to  in  this  report. 

This  is  the  matter  in  dispute:  In  the  Atlas  of  the  Battlefields  of  Chickamauga, 
Chattanooga,  and  vicinity,  published  under  the  direction  of  Daniel  S.  Lamont  and 
Russell  A.  Alger,  Secretaries  of  War,  by  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga 
National  Park  Commission,  1896-97,  the  legend  accompanying  "Map  No.  6,  Chatta- 
nooga," contains  the  following  statement: 

"At  daylight  on  October  27  the  river  line  of  communication  with  Bridgeport 
was  opened  l)y  the  execution  of  a  plan  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley  devised  by 
General  Rosecrans,  approved  by  General  Thomas,  and  ordered  executed  ])y  General 
Grant  under  the  immediate  command  of  Brigadier-General  Smith.  Browns  Ferry 
was  captured  l)y  troops  from  Chattanooga,  and  simultaneously  Hooker's  forces 
marched  from  Bridgeport  and  the  next  afternoon  appeared  in  Lookout  Valley." 

The  correctness  of  this  statement  is  challenged  by  General  Smith.  In  support  of 
his  contention  he  submits  with  his  claim  a  pamphlet  published  by  him  some  years 
since  (1895)  and  other  papers. 

The  argument  in  liis  pamphlet  is  that  General  Rosecrans  had  no  determined  plan 
for  opening  the  short  line  along  the  south  side  of  the  river  between  Bridgeport  and 
Chattanooga,  while  the  claim  in  his  letter  of  November  15,  1897,  to  Secretary  Alger, 
which  i.-3  the  basis  of  this  reference,  is  that  Rosecrans's  plan,  as  stated  in  his  testimony 
before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  was  to  "take  possession  of  Look- 
out Valley  opposite  the  passage  over  the  extremity  of  the  mountain  and  fortify  it;" 
that  General  Rosecrans  contemplated  a  crossing  from  ]\Ioccasin  Point  nearly  abreast 
of  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek,  which,  with  the  bridge,  if  laid  there,  would  be  under 
the  fire  of  the  enemy's  cannon  on  the  nose  of  Lookout  ^Mountain,  and  was  wholly 
impracticable;  that  he  (General  Smith)  discovered  the  strategic  importance  of  Browns 
Ferry,  where  the  bridge  was  laid,  and  conceived  the  i)lan  of  making  a  crossing  there, 
and  that  General  Rosecrans  did  not  select  or  even  visit  the  locality." 

The  reply  of  the  commission  asserts  that  as  to  the  latter  claim  of  General  Smith: 

"there  is  no  position  which  this  commission  has  taken  in  its  maps,  legends,  or  his- 
torical tablets  at  i.ssue  V)etween  General  Smith  and  the  commission.  These  legends 
and  tablets  simply  ascribe  the  origin  of  the  general  plan  for  opening  the  Tennessee 
River  to  General"  Rosecrans  and  the  execution  of  it  to  General  Smith.  The  claim 
thus  stated  reduces  itself  to  the  contention  that  General  Smith,  and  not  General 
Rosecrans,  selected  Browns  Ferry  as  the  position  for  throwing  the  bridge,  a  point 
which  this  commission,  notwithstanding  its  dissent  from  General  Smith's  position, 
has  not  called  in  question  by  the  legend  of  which  General  Smith  complains." 

In  his  rejoinder  General  Smith  strenuously  combats  this  position  of  the  commis- 
sion and  furthermore  insists  that  he  "must  suppose  that  the  maps,  legends,  and  his- 
torical tablets  are  in  accord  with  the  book  prepared  by  General  Boynton,  which  is 
not  only  a  guide  to  the  park  but  contains  a  brief  history  of  the  events  preceding  the 
battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,"  and  asks  that  the  statements  in  this  book  be  taken  up 
and  examined. 

I  do  not  understand  that  the  reference  to  me  authorizes  any  investigation  of  the 
accuracy  of  the  book  referred  to;  neither  do  I  think  I  should  ask  the  enlarging  of 
the  instructions  in  this  regard  suggested  by  General  Smith.  While  it  is  prepared  by 
General  Boynton,  who  is  now  chairman  of  the  commission,  it  does  not  purport  to  be 
official,  is  not  published  by  the*  commission,  and  was  never  approved  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  legend  fairly  implies  that  "  the 
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plan  (levined  ])y  General  Rosecran^"  ^(jntciiiplated  a  croHpinfjt  at  the  point  wiiciv  the 
crossing  was  in  fact  made. 

General  Smith  had  charge  of  the  preparation  for  and  execntion  of  the  movement 
at  Browns  Ferry,  and  jierformed  the  servii-e  with  sucli  signal  skill  and  energy  that  it 
was  a  complete  and  perfect  snccess.  The  credit  and  honor  to  General  Smith  of  this 
service  has  never  been  qnestioned  and  can  not  be  taken  from  him,  whoever  may  have 
discovered  the  strategic  importance  of  Browns  Ferry  or  conceived  the  plan  in  respect 
of  such  a  movement. 

The  thanks  of  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  commanding  the  department,  were  offi- 
cially tendered  to  General  Smith  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  expedition  under  his 
command,'  and  in  a  later  report  General  Thomas  says,  "To  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith, 
chief  engineer,  should  be  accorded  great  }) raise  for  the  ingenuity  which  conceived 
and  the  ability  which  executed  the  movement  at  Browns  Ferry."  '^  Assistant  Secre- 
tary of  "War  Dana,  who  had  been  sent  to  the  army  by  Secretary  Stanton  to  keep  him 
informed  of  the  situation,  reported:  "The  great  success,  however,  was  (leneral  Smith's 
operation  at  the  mouth  of  I^ookout  Valley;  its  brilliancy  can  not  be  exaggerated;"  * 
and  shortly  after  General  Grant  recommended  that  General  Smith  be  jilaced  first  on 
the  list  for  promotion  to  the  rank  of  major-general.*  But  this  does  not  dispose  of 
the  controversy. 

Two  questions  remain:  First,  had  General  Rosecrans  any  plan  for  opening  the 
short  line  along  the  south  side  of  the  river  between  Bridge^iort  and  Chattanooga? 
Second,  did  that  jilan  have  in  view  the  crossing  of  the  river  at  the  point  where  the 
bridge  was  laid  by  General  Smith? 

First.  The  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  after  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  retired  into 
the  valley  and  town  of  Chattanooga  Sejitember  21,  186.3.  It  took  position  on  the 
22d  of  September  from  the  mouth  of  Chattanooga  Creek  on  its  right  to  Citico  Creek 
on  its  left  flank.  Within  these  lines  it  occupied  both  banks  of  the  Tennessee  River, 
with  detachments  sufficient  to  guard  the  fords  and  ferries  in  the  vicinity.  The  Con- 
federates held  the  points  of  Lookout  and  Raccoon  Mountain  and  Lookout  Valle^', 
which  lies  between  them,  and  thus  closed  the  L^nion  line  of  supplies  by  river  and  by 
railroad  to  Bridgeport. 

The  accompanying  map  gives  a  clear  idea  of  the  topography  of  the  locality.  It  was 
prepared  under  General  Smith's  directions  after  the  l^attle  of  ^Missionary  Ridge. 

It  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  the  course  of  the  river,  which  makes  a  horseshoe 
bend  around  Moccasin  Point  and  flows  back  (northerly)  almost  parallel  with  its 
course,  by  Chattanooga,  to  a  point  considerably  above  Williams  Island.  Some  of 
the  references  speak  of  "up"  to  Williams  Island  when  it  is  "down"  according  to 
the  current  of  the  stream. 

September  24,  1863,  Secretary  of  War  Stanton  telegraphed  Mr.  Dana  at  Chatta- 
nooga that  the  War  Department  had  made  arrangements  to  send  15,000  infantry, 
under  General  Hooker,  from  AVashington,  and  would  have  them  in  Nashville  in  iive 
or  six  days,  with  orders  "to  push  on  immediately  wherever  General  Rosecrans  wants 
them."^ 

To  a  like  dispatch  from  General  Halleck,  Rosecrans  replied  to  send  the  infantry  by 
brigades  as  fast  as  possible,  and  let  the  artillery  follow  at  leisure.  ' '  The  great  point  is 
to  have  troops  at  Stevenson  and  Bridgeport  to  secure  those  points  and  the  railroad. 
We  can  hold  this  point  if  we  can  keep  up  communication  and  supplies."  ° 

1  Oflicial  Records,  Serial  No.  54,  p.  68. 

^  Van  Home's  History  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  vol.  1,  p.  ."598. 

^  Official  Records,  Serial  No.  54,  p.  72. 

*  Olfit'ial  Records,  Serial  No.  56,  p.  122. 

5  Ofiicial  Records,  Serial  No.  48,  p.  151. 
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General  Hooker  was  ordered,  with  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps,  to  proceed  at 
once  to  the  relief  of  the  Deiiartment  of  the  Cumberland  and  to  report  to  General 
Rosecrans.  On  the  26tli  of  September  General  Hooker  reported  to  General  Rose- 
crans  that  his  command  would  leave  Washington  that  day,  and  he  hoped  to  be  with 
it  in  Nashville  l)y  the  1st  of  October,  and  asked  for  orders  for  the  disposition  of  hia 
forces.^  In  reply  General  Rosecrans  instructed  him  that  trains  would  await  the 
arrival  of  his  troops  to  bring  the  advance  to  Bridgeport  and  that  the  remainder  would 
follow  to  the  same  point.  ^  A  dispatch  from  General  Rosecrans  to  Col.  Thomas  A. 
Scott,  of  the  same  date,  with  respect  to  transportation  of  the  troops,  shows  the  urgent 
desire  of  General  Rosecrans  to  concentrate  General  Hooker's  forces  at  Bridgeport.^ 

A  like  disi^atch  to  Colonel  Innis,  under  date  of  29th. ^  On  September  30,  at  10 
a.  m.,  General  Rosecrans  telegrai)hed  to  General  Hot)ker,  "Your  corps  will  pass 
directly  to  Bridgeport  without  reshipment  at  Nashville.  Field  transportation  will 
be  ready  for  you  at  Bridgeport."  September  30  Colonel  Hodges,  (luartermaster  at 
Nashville,  telegraphed  (Teneral  Rosecrans  the  arrival  of  part  of  the  Eleventh  Army 
Corps,  which  had  passed  through  Nashville  that  morning,  and  asked  General  Rose- 
crans to  give  him  an  idea  as  to  where  the  troops  now  coming  in  will  be  for  the  pres- 
ent. To  which  General  Rosecrans  replied  on  the  same  day,  "Troops'  coming  in  will 
operate  on  the  Lookout  Valley  line  unless  called  northward,"  and  in  the  same  dis- 
patch he  says,  "We  want  nails  assorted  for  pontoons;  have  plenty  of  rope  assorted 
sizes."*  October  16  Mr.  Dana  telegraphed  a  conversation  with  General  Rosecrans,  in 
which  General  Rosecrans  represented  that  "the  possession  of  the  river  as  far  up  as 
head  of  AVilliams  Island  [which  was  but  a  short  distance  from  Browns  Ferry  and 
3  miles  or  more  from  Moccasin  Point]  is  a  sine  qua  non  to  the  holding  of 
Chattanooga,  but  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  make  any  movement  toward  gain- 
ing such  possession  until  General  Hooker's  troops  are  concentrated  and  his  trans- 
portation gets  up.  Hooker's  troops  are  now  scattered  along  the  line  of  the  railroad 
and  can  not  be  got  together  before  next  Wednesday."  General  Hooker  had  been 
ordered  to  concentrate  his  troops,  and  on  the  12th  of  Octoljer  (General  Rosecrans  had 
ordered  him  to  move  a  division  as  far  as  Whitesides,  but  at  Hooker's  request  had 
delayed  it  until  his  batteries  could  go.  With  respect  to  this  order  Mr.  Dana  tele- 
graphed Secretary  Stanton,  "The  necessity  of  opening  the  river  being  thus  imperative, 
General  Rosecrans  has  ordered  Hooker  to  concentrate  his  troops  prei^aratory  to  seiz- 
ing the  passes  of  Raccoon  Mountain  and  occupying  Shellmound,  and,  if  possible, 
Lookout  Valley."  * 

October  19,  1863,  9  a.  m.,  General  Hooker  telegraphs  General  Granger:  "Have 
just  received  orders  from  department  headquarters  to  hold  command  in  readiness  to 
march  at  short  notice.     Yours  will  be  the  only  troops  left  on  the  line  when  I  leave."  ® 

On  the  same  day,  at  11  p.  m.,  General  Thomas  notifies  General  Hooker  that  he 
has  assumed  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  and  "desires  that  you 
will  use  all  possible  dispatch  in  concentrating  your  command  and  preparing  to  move 
in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  General  Rosecrans,  leaving  proper  railroad 
guards. ' ' '' 

These  instructions  were  to  concentrate  as  much  as  possible  of  Hooker's  conmiand 
at  Bridgeport  as  he  could  safely  spare  from  guarding  the  railroad  between  that  point 

1  Official  Records,  Serial  No.  48,  p.  159. 
•''Official  Records,  Serial  No.  48,  p.  164. 
3  Official  Records,  Serial  No.  48,  p.  177. 
*  Official  Records,  Serial  No.  52,  p.  947. 
5  Official  Records,  Serial  No.  50,  p.  216. 
« Official  Records,  Serial  No.  53,  p.  482. 
'  Official  Records,  Serial  No.  53,  p.  485. 
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and  Nashville,  and  to  Imld  himself  in  readiness  to  move  at  any  moment  toward 
Chattanooga  for  the  jnirpose  of  opening  eommunication  witli  that  place  by  river  and 
rail. ' 

These  contemporaneons  dispatches  leave  no  doubt  that  (ieneral  Koseerans  had  in 
mind  the  general  plan  of  recovering  Lookout  Valley  and  opening  the  river  to  Bridge- 
port by  operations  as  far  up  (down  the  river)  as  the  head  of  Williams  Island,  and 
this  is  contirmed  l)y  the  official  reports. 

General  Grant  telegraphed  (ieneral  Ilalleck  Octo])er  2S,  I860:  "General  Tliomas's 
plan  for  securing  the  river  and  south  side  road  hence  to  Bridgeport  has  proven  emi- 
nently successful.     The  question  of  supplies  may  now  be  regarded  as  settled."  "■' 

Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  November  7,  1863,  forwarding  the  reports  of  General 
Hooker  and  General  Smith,  with  others,  "of  the  operations  of  their  respective  com- 
mands between  the  26th  and  28th  ultimo,  to  gain  possession  of  the  south  bank  of 
the  Tennessee  River  and  open  the  road  for  a  depot  of  supplies  at  Bridgeport,"'*  says: 

"Preliminary  steps  had  already  been  taken  to  execute  this  important  movement 
before  the  command  of  the  department  devolved  on  me.  The  bridge  which  it  was 
necessary  to  throw  across  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry  to  gain  possession  of  the  north- 
ern end  of  Lookout  Valley  and  open  conununication  with  Bridgeport  by  road  and 
river  was  nearly  completed." 

Soon  after  the  war  General  Thomas  prepared  the  Legends  of  the  Operations  of 
the  Army  of  the  Cund)erland,  which  were  published  at  Washington  in  1869, 
together  with  the  map  illustrating  them,  which  is  entitled: 

[Coat  of  arms  of  Engineer  Department.] 

Map  prepared  to  exhibit  the  campaigns  in  which  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
took  part  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Geo.  H.  Thomas, 
U.  S.  A.  Compiled  under  the  direction  of  Bvt.  Major  (ien'l  Z.  B.  Tower,  chief 
engr.  Military  Div.  of  the  Tennes.see,  by  Ed.  Ruger,  supt.  top'l  eng'r  office  at  Nash- 
ville. Assistants,  Capt.  A.  Kilp  and  Lieut.  R.  Flach,  3rd  U.  S.  C.  A.  (Heavy)  and 
Asst.  Top.  Engrs. 

The  legends  were  originally  written  on  the  l)order  of  the  map,  but  for  convenience 
in  circulation  were  printed  in  pamjjhiet  form.  They  are  not  signed  by  General 
Thomas,  but  were  undoubtedly  prepared  l)y  him  or  luider  his  direction  and  received 
his  approval.  The  copy  which  I  have  was  sent  to  me  by  General  Thomas  with  a 
letter  from  him. 

On  page  19  of  these  legends  is  the  following  statement: 

On  the  19th  of  October  Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas  succeeded  General  Rosecrans 
in  the  command  of  the  Dej)artmentof  the  Cumberland.  Prior  to  being  relieved  (Gen- 
eral Rosecrans  had  ordered  the  concentration  of  Hooker's  troops  at  Bridgeport,  pre- 
paratory to  advancing  along  the  line  of  the  railroad  toward  Chattanooga.  On  assum- 
ing command  of  the  Armj*  of  the  Cumberland,  (ieneral  Thomas  ordered  the  inunediate 
execution  of  this  movement,  and  after  consulting  Brig.  (ien.  W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engi- 
neer, he  determined  ujion  certain  other  movements  in  conjunction  with  (ireneral  Hook- 
er's advance  looking  to  the  openingof  the  Tennessee  River  and  main  wagon  road  from 
Bridgeport  to  Browns  Ferry,  it  being  impossible  to  supply  the  army  at  Chattanooga 
l)y  the  road  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river. 

General  Grant  arrived  at  Chattanooga  on  the  23d,  and,  api)roviiig  of  General 
Thomas's  plans,  they  were  carried  into  execution. 

These  dispatches  and  reports  compel  me  to  tlie  conclusion  that  General  Rosecrans 
had  in  contemplation  a  plan  for  opening  the  line  of  comnumication  to  Bridgeport 
along  the  south  shoi-e  of  the  Tennessee  River  by  crossing  the  river  and  taking  pos- 
session of  Lookout  Valley. 

1  Report  of  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  Supplement  Vol.  I,  p.  118,  tes- 
timony of  General  Thomas. 

2  Official  Records,  Serial  No.  54,  p.  56. 
^  Official  Records,  Serial  No.  54,  p.  42. 
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Second.  Did  this  plan  of  General  Rosecrans's  have  in  view  the  point  at  which  the 
movement  w'as  executed  under  General  Smith's  direction? 

It  is  strenuously  urged  by  General  Smith  that  the  only  point  of  crossing  the  river 
which  General  Rosecrans  had  in  mind  was  opposite  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek 
and  that  General  Rosecrans  never  selected  or  even  visited  Browns  Ferry  near  the 
head  of  Williams  Island.  To  establish  this  he  refers  to  the  Merrill  map,  the  tele- 
grams of  Mr.  Dana  of  September  26  and  October  4,  1863,  the  testimony  of  General 
Rosecrans  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War;  a  letter  from  Gen.  Joseph 
J.  Reynolds  in  1895;  a  narrative  of  his  (General  Smith's)  visit  to  Browns  Ferry 
October  19,  1863,  unaccompanied  by  General  Rosecrans  or  any  of  his  staff,  and  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  C,  A.  Dana,  May  22,  1895. 

The  Merrill  map  is  dated  Camp  Stevenson,  Alabama,  September  8, 1863.  A  copy  is 
attached  to  General  Smith's  pamphlet,  The  Reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc. 
It  shows  two  ferries,  "Browns"  and  "Williams,"  the  former  designated  abreast  of 
the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek  and  the  latter  near  the  head  of  Williams  Island.  It  is 
indorsed  " Rec'd  Sept.  26, 1863,  without  letter  of  transmittal.     J.  C.  W." 

General  Smith  says  it  was  the  only  map  in  use  in  the  Army  at  the  date  of  these 
operations.  On  the  contrary,  General  Reynolds,  who  was  General  Rosecrans's  chief 
of  staff,  writes  General  Smith  in  a  letter  dated  May  23,  1895,  "I  have  no  recollection 
of  ever  having  seen  this  map  before  to-day."  He  also  says,  in  reference  to  another 
map  which  located  Browns  Ferry  where  the  Merrill  map  does,  "I  have  run  my 
pencil  through  the  name  '  Browns  Ferry '  and  hav6  made  a  pencil  mark  across  and 
down  the  river  beyond  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek;  why  and  when  I  made  these 
marks  I  can  not  now  tell." 

That  the  location  of  Browns  Ferry  on  this  map  is  erroneous  is  not  disputed. 
Browns  Ferry  near  Williams  Island  has  been  well  known  for  sixty  years  and  more, 
and  there  is  no  evidence  except  the  map  in  question  that  there  ever  was  a  ferry  by 
that  name  abreast  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek. 

Again,  I  can  not  attach  the  importance  to  this  map  claimed  for  it  by  General  Smith 
in  view  of  the  knowledge  of  the  true  location  of  Browns  Ferry  by  officers  of  our  Army 
after  the  occupation  of  Chattanooga. 

Gen.  John  T.  Wilder,  with  his  brigade  of  mounted  infantry,  as  early  as  August  21, 
1863,  crossed  Waldens  Ridge  and  bombardetl  Chattanooga.  He  stated  to  the  com- 
mission and  confirmed  it  to  me  that  on  his  arrival  in  front  of  Chattanooga  on  that 
day  he  sent  Colonel  Monroe,  of  the  One  hundred  and  third  Illinois  Regiment  of 
Momited  Infantry,  to  Browns  Ferry,  and  on  the  next  day  he  visited  the  place  under 
the  guidance  of  William  Crutchfield,  who  told  him  that  it  was  the  main  road  for 
emigration  to  pass  from  that  section  of  the  country  and  that  it  was  the  direct  road 
to  Nashville. 

Browns  Ferry  was  occupied  by  artillery  and  infantry  of  our  Army  on  the  23d  day 
of  September.  General  Whittaker  reports  September  24  the  operations  of  his  com- 
mand on  the  23d  and  the  distribution  of  his  troops:^ 

The  Ninety-sixth  Illinois,  Eighty-fourth  Indiana,  Tenth  Indiana  Battery,  Fortieth 
Ohio,  and  one  section  Eighteenth  Ohio  Battery  are  directly  opposite  the  base  of  Look- 
out INIountain,  protecting  the  ferry.  The  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Illinois  and  one 
section  of  the  Eighteenth  Ohio  Battery,  at  Broivns  Ferry,  about  3  miles  beloiv  the  position 
of  Colonel  Champion  [Moccasin  Point]. ^ 

These  were  doubtless  the  troops  which  General  Smith  found  there  upon  his  recon- 
noissance. 

General  Reynolds,  in  the  letter  of  May  20,  1895,  upon  which  General  Smith  relies, 
describing  the  reconnoissance  with  General  Rosecrans,  says: 

We  crossed  the  river  at  Chattanooga  and  examined  the  country  on  the  north  side 
with  a  view  of  selecting  a  location  for  a  pontoon  bridge.     As  I  remember  it,  Browns 

»Ofiicial  Records,  Serial  No.  52,  p.  827,  828,  Whittaker  to  A.  A.  G.  1st  Div.  Res.  Corps. 
^  Italics  throughout  are  by  General  DuflSeld. 
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'  Ferry  was  in  everybody's  mincl  as  the  proper  place,  Ijnt  the  point  had  not  been 
decided  definitely/  We  visited  onr  battery  on  the  high  ground  on  the  north  side  of 
the  river  and  aliout  opposite  a  rebel  battery  on  Lookout  ^lonntain.  My  understand- 
ing was  that  Rosecrans  fixed  Browns  Ferry  as  the  place  for  the  bridge. 

The  documents  quoted  from  by  General  Smith  are  not  irreconcilable^  with  this 
view. 

General  Rosecrans's  testimony  that  he  stated  to  General  Garfield  that  he  "would 
take  po.ssession  of  Lookout  Valley  opposite  the  passage  over  the  extremity  of  the 
mountain  and  fortify  it,  thus  completely  covering  the  road  to  Bridgeport  on  the 
south  side,  as  well  as  the  river,  and  giving  us  practical  possession  and  use  of  both,  as 
well  as  of  Lookout  Valley,"  does  not  necessarily  imply  that  he  intended  to  cross  the 
river  abreast  of  Lookout  Creek. 

The  movement  which  General  Smith  executed  did  these  very  things.  General 
Hooker  came  up  to  Browns  Ferry,  and  the  result  gave  the  Union  forces  practical  i)os- 
session  and  use  of  both  river  and  the  road  to  Bridgeport,  as  well  as  of  Lookout  Valley. 

The  dispatches  of  Mr.  Dana  are  not  conclusive  on  this  question.  It  is  true  he  says, 
in  a  long  dispatch  of  October  4,  1864,  concerning  other  matters,  "  *  *  *  Engi- 
neers are  now  engaged  upon  the  pontoon  Ijridge  to  cross  the  Tennessee  at  mouth  of 
Lookout  Creek,"  ^  but  he  does  not  state  his  authority  for  the  location  of  the  bridge. 
It  is  obvious  that  in  such  an  intended  movement  the  place  of  crossing  would  be  kept 
as  secret  as  possible.  But  on  October  16,  1863,  he  telegraphs:  ' '  I  have  just  had  a  full 
conversation  with  General  Rosecrans  upon  the  situation.  He  says  the  possession  of 
the  river  as  far  up^  as  the  head  of  Williams  Island  at  least  is  a  sine  qiui  non  to  the 
holding  of  Chattanooga.  *  *  *  The  wagons  must  have  all  arrived  by  that  time 
[next  Wednesday],  and  if  the  enemy  does  not  interfere  sooner  the  movement  upon 
Raccoon  Mountain  and  Lookout  Valley  may  then  be  attempted. ' '  ^  Obviously  no  move- 
ment upon  Raccoon  Mountain  by  crossing  the  river  at  ]Moccasin  Point  is  here  contem- 
plated, but  a  movement  from  the  neighborhood  of  Williams  Island.  He  telegraphs 
October  24,  1863:  "  Grant  arrived  last  night,  wet,  dirty,  and  well.  He  is  just  going 
to  reconnoiter  an  important  position  which  General  Smith  has  discovered  at  the 
mouth  of  Lookout  Valley,  and  which  will  be  occupied  from  here  simultaneously 
with  Hooker's  occupation  of  Raccoon  Mountain."^  Again, ^  "the  force  which  will 
cross  at  Browns  Ferry  to  occupy  the  mamelon  at  theinouth.  of  Lookout  TaZfey  will  con- 
sist, etc."  Again,''  "the  great  success,  however,  is  General  Smith's  operation  at  the 
mouth  of  Lookout  Vullcy." 

Finally,  it  is  urged  both  by  the  commission  and  General  Smith  in  their  respective 
presentations  of  the  matter  that  a  permanent  crossing  at  the  "Browns  Ferry"  des- 
ignated on  the  Merrill  map  was  utterly  impracticable  and  would  avail  nothing.  An 
inspection  of  the  locality  so  clearly  shows  this  that  it  is  not  reasonable  to  conclude 
that  officers  of  General  Rosecrans's  and  General  Reynolds's  ability  and  experience 
would  have  selected  it  as  the  point  of  crossing  the  river. 

In  an  article  in  the  December  (1885)  North  American  Review  General  Rosecrans 
states  that  he  visited  the  place  where  the  bridge  was  afterwards  laid.  This  is  denied 
by  General  Smith,  who  asserts  that  General  Rosecrans  did  not  select  or  even  visit 
the  place  where  the  l>ridge  was  thrown,  and  claims  that  the  decision  of  this  question 
should  settle  the  whole  controversy. 

In  support  of  his  position  he  relies  upon  his  personal  narrative  of  his  visit  and  to 
the  letters  of  Mr.  Dana  and  of  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Reynolds,  aV)Ove  noted.     Unless  it  is 

1  Official  Records,  Serial  No.  50,  page  207. 

"^Down — a  natural  error  because  of  the  peculiar  course  of  the  river. 
^  Dana  to  Secretary  of  War,  Official  Records,  Serial  No.  50,  page  219. 
*  Dana  to  Secretary  of  War,  Official  Records,  Serial  No.  54,  page  70. 
^Dana  to  Secretary  of  War,  Oflicial  Records,  Serial  No.  54,  ]>age  71. 
•"'Dana  to  Secretary  of  War,  Official  Records,  Serial  No.  54.  i)age  72. 
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absolutely  necessary — and  I  do  not  think  it  is  in  this  case — it  is  obviously  undesir- 
able to  test  the  accuracy  of  the  legends  by  the  recollections  of  persons  after  more 
than  twenty  years  have  passed.  However,  I  do  not  see  any  irreconcilable  conflict  in 
the  premises. 

Mr.  Dana  recalls  meeting  General  Smith  on  October  19  and  General  Smith  saying 
that  he  had  come  out  with  General  Rosecrans  to  reconnoiter  down  the  line  of  the 
river;  that  General  Rosecrans  was  visiting  in  the  hospital  and  he  (General  Smith) 
would  not  wait  for  him  any  longer,  and  that  they  rode  together  until  they  parted 
where  their  roads  diverged,  Mr.  Dana  going  up  the  mountain  and  General  Smith 
down  toward  the  river. 

General  Reynolds  remembers  the  reconnoissance  on  October  19  with  General  Rose- 
crans and  another  officer  whose  name  he  can  not  recall,  to  select  a  location  for  a  pon- 
toon liridge;  that  they  skirted  the  river  generally  as  far  as  practicable  and  retui-ned 
to  headquarters  toward  sunset;  that  Browns  Ferry  was  already  in  everybody's  mind 
as  the  proper  place. 

This  other  officer  was  undoubtedly  Maj.  S.  Frank  Bond,  who,  in  a  letter  to  Gen- 
eral Boynton  November  7,  1895,  recalls  the  occasion  and  states  emphatically  "that 
General  Rosecrans,  General  Reynolds,  General  Smith,  and  himself  started  early  in 
the  morning  of  October  19  to  make  a  reconnoissance  of  the  north  bank  of  the  river; 
that  a  careful  examination  of  the  river  was  made,  and  a  point  known  as  Browns  Ferry 
was  selected;  that  the  entire  day  was  thus  spent,  and  it  was  just  after  dark  when 
they  returned  to  Chattanooga. 

It  seems  to  me  very  clear  that  these  letters  and  the  statement  of  General  Smith 
only  prove  that  both  General  Rosecrans  and  General  Sinitli  visited  the  place  where 
the  bridge  was  afterwards  thrown,  but  not  at  the  same  time.  I  can  not  agree  that 
General  Reynolds's  letter  fixes  the  place  for  the  bridge  at  the  jioint  where  the  l)at- 
tery  which  is  mentioned  was.  The  battery  was  on  Moccasin  Point,  and  both  sides  of 
the  river  between  Chattanooga  and  the  battery  were  occupied  by  our  troops.  It 
would  naturally  be  the  starting  point  of  the  reconnoissance,  which  was  to  skirt  the 
river  as  far  as  practicable.  Again,  it  was  so  near  Chattanooga — not  to  exceed  4  miles — 
that  if  the  reconnoissance  stopped  there  it  could  not  have  occupied  the  entire  day. 

My  conclusion  fi-om  these  letters  is  that  lioth  General  Smith  and  General  Rose- 
crans on  October  19  visited  the  place  where  the  bridge  was  thrown,  but  not  together, 
and  that  each  selected  it  as  the  proper  place  for  the  bridge. 

Both  were  educated  and  practical  military  engineers,  and  both  recognized  the  fact 
that  the  place  was  about  the  only  practicable  point  along  the  river  for  the  bridge. 

For  these  reasons  I  am  conv-inced  that  there  is  no  error  in  and  no  injustice  intended 

or  done  to  General  Smith  by  the  legend  in  question. 

Respectfully, 

Henry  M.  Duffield. 


Accompanying  this  report  I  send  under  separate  cover  the  following  papers: 

(1)  Letter  of  instructions  from  Secretary  Alger,  November  30,  1897,  with  General 
Smith's  appeal  and  letter  from  him  to  Senator  Proctor. 

(2)  General  Smith's  j^amphlet,  The  Reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  with 
maps  attached. 

(3)  Reply  of  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission  to 
General  Smith's  appeal,  March  22,  1898.     [With  A  1.] 

(4)  General  Smith's  rejoinder  to  the  above,  April  3,  1898. 

(5)  Copy  of  letter  of  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Reynolds  to  General  Smith,  May  20, 1895. 

(6)  Copy  of  letter  of  May  23,  1895,  from  same  to  same. 

(7)  Letter  of  Gen.  H.  V.  Bovnton,  Januarv  12, 1898,  stating  conversation  with  Gen. 
John  T.  Wilder. 

(8)  Letter  of  Maj.  Frank  S.  Bond  to  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  November  7, 1895.     [See 
page  33.] 

IIenrv  M.  Duffield. 
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GENERAL  SMITH'S  APPEAL  TO  SECRETARY  ROOT. 

Washington,  J).  ('.,  March  lV,  1900. 
Hon.  Elihu  Root,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  On  the  15th  of  November,  1897,  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your  prede- 
cessor a  protest  in  reference  to  a  part  of  the  "legend  of  the  series  of  maps  pnbhshed 
by  the  Chickamanga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission." 

In  the  second  paragraph  is  a  statement  giving  to  General  Kosecrans  credit  for 
devising  the  plan  for  recovering  possession  of  the  short  line  of  communication  with 
Bridgejiort  by  seizure  of  the  hills  at  Browns  Ferry.  As  this  statement  is  entirely 
incorrect,  I  requested  Secretary  Alger  to  refer  the  question  at  issue  "to  some  officer, 
other  than  any  member  of  the  present  Chattanooga  Commission."  November  30, 
1897,  Secretary  Alger  referred  my  protest  to  Col.  Henry  M.  Duffield,  the  historian  of 
the  aforesaid  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission. 

The  simple  condition  in  my  request — that  no  member  of  that  commission  should  be 
selected  to  report  upon  the  historical  accuracy  of  their  legend — was  thus  disregarded, 
and,  as  I  could  do  nothing,  I  submitted. 

The  directions  of  the  Secretary  required  a  report  before  January  1,  1S9S,  and  hav- 
ing had  no  information  in  regard  to  it,  in  November,  1899,  I  made  inquiries  at  the 
Department,  where  I  found  that  no  report  had  been  received  from  Colonel  (now 
General)  Duffield,  and  gathered  that  none  was  expected.  On  February  15,  1900,  I 
received  from  the  Department  General  Duffield's  report,  dated  January  23,  1900, 
and  in  it  he  gives  no  reason  for  the  fact  that  it  was  not  submitted  as  directed,  before 
January  1,  1898,  but  pleads  that  the  pressure  of  business  at  the  Department  in.  the 
spring  of  1 898  caused  the  Secretary  to  direct  that  the  report  be  deferred. 

The  report  is,  as  I  foresaw,  adverse,  and  concludes  by  stating  that  "there  is  no 
error  in,  and  injustice  intended  or  done  to  (Tencral  Smith  by  the  legend  in  question." 
I  therefore  have  to  submit  to  you  a  reply  to  this  report,  compiled  from  the  official 
records  and  sufficient  to  show  the  justice  of  my  protest.  This  reply  will  further 
show  that  I  am  making  no  effort  to  detract  from  the  reputation  of  anyone,  but  that 
I  am  forced  by  these  incorrect  statements  to  attempt  to  bring  out  the  truth  of  this 
matter,  as  shown  l)y  the  records. 

As  the  selection  of  General  Duffield  makes  a  report  a  mere  statement  by  counsel 
for  the  defense,  and  as  the  Department  is  indirectly  responsible  for  the  historical 
accuracy  of  the  statements  of  its  ap])ointees,  I  am  emboldened  to  ask  you,  in  simple 
justice,  to  appoint  a  board  to  examine  into  this  question. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  F.  Smith, 
Brerrt  Major-deneral,  United  States  Army. 


[First  iiiddrsement.] 

Ad.iutant-General's  Office, 

]Vax})i)Kj((»i,  Augustas,  1900. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke,  United  States  Army,  Governors 
Island,  New  York  City,  president  of  the  board  of  officers  this  day  appointed  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  question  herein  referred  to. 

The  address  of  Maj.  William  F.  Smith,  United  States  Army,  retired,  is  824  Adams 
street,  Wilmington,  Del.;  the  address  of  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  president  of  the  Chick- 
amauga and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission,  is  room  524,  War  Department, 
Washington,  I).  C.  These  papers  will  be  returned  to  this  office  with  the  report  of 
the  board. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

W.  11.  Carter, 

Assistant  Adjutanl-deneral. 
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War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  28,  1900. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  East, 

Governors  Island,  New  YorJ:. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  a  board  of  officers,  to  consist  of  Maj.  Gen. 

John  R.  Brooke,  United  States  Army,  Col.  George  L.  Gillespie,  Corps  of  Engineers, 

United  States  Army,  Col.  Michael  V.  Sheridan,  assistant  adjutant-general.  United 

States  Army,  is  hereby  appointed  to  meet  at  Governors  Island,  New  York,  at  the 

call  of  the  president  of  the  board,  to  consider,  investigate,  and  report  upon  a  claim 

made  by  Maj.  William  F.  Smith,  United  States  Army,  retired,  that  the  legend  of  the 

atlas  of  the  Chickamaugaand  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission,  which  declares 

that  "At  daylight  of  October  27  the  river  line  of  the  communication  with  Bridgeport 

was  opened  by  the  execution  of  a  plan  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley  devised  by 

General  Rosecrans,"  is  incorrect,  and  that  he  (Major  Smith)  conceived  the  plan 

mentioned. 

Tlte  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National 

Park  Commission  and  Major  Smith  furnish  the  board  such  papers,  records,  and 

information  as  may  l^e  pertinent  to  the  question  at  issue,  and  he  also  directs  that  the 

report  of  the  board  be  forwarded  to  this  office. 

Very  respectfully,  Wm.  H.  Carter, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


MISCELLANEOUS  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Haverford,  Pa.,  Augustus,  1900. 
Dear  Colonel  Gillespie:  I  see  you  have  been  appointed  on  a  board  to  consider 
and  report  on  a  charge  I  brought  against  the  Chickamauga  Park  Commission.  I  hope 
it  does  not  bore  you,  for  it  is  vitally  important  to  my  record  that  it  should  have  thor- 
ough airing.  The  reply  to  my  last  paper  presented  to  the  Secretary  will,  I  suppose, 
be  put  before  your  board.  I  should  like  to  see  that  paper  and  reply  to  it  if  I  find 
statements  without  evidence.     Will  you  kindly  aid  me  in  that? 

Will  you  also,  if  you  have  time,  read  what  Van  Home  says  in  his  History  of  the 
Army  of  tlie  Cumberland;  also  what  Rhodes  says  in  his  fourth  volume.  History  of 
the  United  States?    Those  are  independent  statements,  made  with  no  help  from  me. 
John  Fiske  has  lately,  I  am  told,  written  a  history  with  the  same  conclusion. 
I  am,  yours,  sincerely, 

Wm.  F.  Smith. 

This  letter  was  received  to-day,  and  I  send  it  for  yim  to  read  and  file. 

G.  L.  G. 

August  28. 


Haverford,  Pa.,  September  8,  1900. 
My  Dear  Colonel  Gillespie:  I  am  very  sorry  that  you  have  any  disagreeable 
duty  thrust  uj^on  you  through  any  action  of  mine,  though  I  will  confess  that  if  I  had 
been  consulted  with  i-eference  to  the  naming  of  the  engineer  officer  of  the  board  I 
should  have  selected  you.  Perhaps  if  you  do  not  look  upon  the  investigation  as 
settling  a  dispute  between  two  parties,  but  as  deciding  upon  a  point  of  history,  it  may 
take  away  the  disagreeable  part,  for  you,  like  every  other  officer,  must  be  interested 
in  real  histor^^  I  shall  not  be  able  to  send  the  histories  to  the  board,  for  I  do  not 
own  them  and  they  are  beyond  my  means  to  purchase,  but  I  wiD  send  to  the  recorder 
titles  and  pages  carefully  specified. 

Yours,  sincerely,  Wm.  F.  Smith. 
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Wilmington,  Del.,  September  14,  1900. 
Dear  Colonel  Gillespie:  I  do  not  know  precisely  how  to  address  your  board,  and 
so  send  to  you  to  ask  you  to  forward  or  present  to  the  board  at  the  proper  time  a 
Hst  of  the  books  I  wish  the  board,  if  possible,  to  consult  during  their  hearing  of  the 
case  as  to  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  legend  on  the  atlas  of  the  Chickamauga  and 
Chattanooga  Park  Commission. 

Yours,  very  sincerely,  Wm.  F.  Smith. 


United  States  Engineer  Office, 
Wlhiiiugton,  Del,  September  14,  1900. 
Maj.  (ien.  John  K.  P.uooke,  United  Slates  Ariin/, 

President  Board  of  Inquiry. 
General:  In  the  discussion  by  your  board  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  legend  pub- 
lished by  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  Park  Commission,  referring  to  the 
movement  at  Browns  Ferry,  Tennessee,  on  the  27th  of  October,  1863,  I  have  to 
re(juest  your  l)oard  to  examine — 

First.  The  History  of  the  United   States  from  the  Compromise  of  1850,  fourth 
volume,  pages  403-40.5,  by  James  Ford  Rhodes. 

Second.  The  Mississippi  Valley  in  the  Civil  War,  by  Prof.  John  Fiske,  pages  287  to 
293,  inclusive. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  F.  Smith, 
Brevet  Major-deneral,  U.  S.  A. 


United  States  Engineer  Office. 
Dear  General  Gillespie:  I  send  herewith,  for  you  to  present  or  forward  at  the 
proper  time  to  General  Brooke,  president  of  the  board  to  examine  into  the  truth  of 
the  "legend,"  etc.,  a  revised  list  of  books  which  I  have  to  request  the  l)oard  to 
examine  while  discussing  the  subject  before  the  board. 

Yours,  sincerely,  Wm.  F.  Smith. 


United  States  Engineer  Office, 
Wihninytun,  Del.,  Sejitember  i^O,  1900. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke,  United  States  Army, 

President  Board  to  Examine,  etc. 
General:  I  most  respectfully  ask  your  board,  when  you  are  discussing  the  question 
of  my  protest  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  November,  1897,  having  reference  to  a  state- 
ment in  the  legend  of  the  atlas  of  the  Chickamauga  Park  Commission,  to  refer  to  and 
examine  the  following  authorities,  viz: 

1.  History  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  by  Thomas  B.  Van  Home,  U.  S.  A.: 
Robert  Clarke  &  Co.,  1875,  pages  393  to  404,  both  inclusive. 

2.  The  Life  of  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  by  Thomas  B.   Van   Ibirrie,  U.  S.  A.: 
Charles  Scriljuer's  Sons,  1882,  pages  155  to  159,  inclusive. 

3.  History  of  the  United  States  from  the  Com]iromise  of   1850,   by  James  Ford 
Rhodes,  Volume  IV,  pages  403  to  405. 

4.  The  Mississippi  Valley  in  the  Civil  War,  by  John  Fiske:    Houghton,  .Mililin 
&  Co.,  Boston,  1900,  pages  287  to  293,  inclusive. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  F.  Smith, 
Breret  Major-General,  U.  S.  A. 
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1013  Clinton  Street,  Philadelphia. 
Dear  Colonel  Sheridan:  May  I  trouble  you  to  make  a  correction  in  a  quotation 
made  by  Mr.  Talcott  Williams  in  a  letter  to  me,  a  copy  of  which  I  sent  with  copies 
and  extracts  of  letters  to  Gen.  Brooke  the  other  day?  Mr.  Williams  is  so  distinguished 
in  the  world  of  letters  that  I  can  not  think  of  having  a  quotation  of  his  marred  by 
the  blunder  of  a  typewriter.  Will  you  kindly  get  th»  ter  from  the  papers  in  the 
possession  of  General  Brooke  and  erase  the  first  lii.^  of  the  incorrect  quotation, 
leaving  it  as  I  have  left  it  in  the  copy  inclosed? 

Yours,  sincerely,  W^m.  F.  Smith. 

[Note:  For  corrected  copy  of  letter  from  Talcott  Williams,  esq.,  see  page  171.] 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Wilmington,  Del,  October  8,  1900. 
Col.  Michael  V.  Sheridan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Member  of  the  Board,  etc.. 

Governors  Island,  New  York  Harbor. 
Colonel:  I  beg  to  send  you  herewith  certain  papers  as  follows: 
Extracts  from  Van  Home's  Life  of  Thomas,  from  page  154. 

List  of  letters  received  at  various  times  from  well-known  parties.     [See  page  172.] 
Copy  of  letter  of  John  C.  Ropes,  dated  May  2,  1895.     [See  page  162.] 
Pamphlet  entitled  "The  Reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River  near  Chattanooga,  Octo- 
ber, 1863." 

I  assume  that  the  board  lias  been  furnished  with  my  letter  to  Secretary  of  War, 
being  a  reply  to  General  Duttield's  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  F.  Smith, 
Brevet  Major-General,  United  States  Army. 


[Extract  from  Van  Home's  Life  of  Thomas,  from  page  154.] 

The  first  duty,  therefore,  of  the  new  commander  was  the  deliverance  of  his  array 
from  starvation,  which  threatened  its  hold  upon  Chattanooga,  if  not  its  own  existence; 
and  fresh  from  his  parting  from  General  Rosecrans,  General  Thomas  addressed  him- 
self to  the  imjierative  work.  His  first  order,  is.sued  before  he  had  formally  assumed 
command  of  the  army,  had  reference  to  the  movement  of  Hooker's  forces  to  Chat- 
tanooga, which  had  been  projected  by  General  Rosecrans: 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

October  19,  1863—11  p.  vi. 
Major-General  Hooker, 

Stevenson. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  H.  Thomas  directs  me  to  state  that,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  he  has  assumed  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
Cumberland.  He  desires  that  you  will  use  all  possible  dispatch  in  concentrating 
your  command  and  preparing  to  move  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  General 
Rosecrans,  leaving  proper  railroad  guards. 

J.  J.  Reynolds, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

This  order  was  exceedingly  courteous  to  General  Rosecrans.  In  giving  a  copy  of  it 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  General  Thomas  thus  explained  his 
action: 

The  instructions  referred  to  in  the  above  order  were  to  concentrate  as  much  of  his 
(Hooker's)  command  at  Bridgeport  as  he  could  safely  spare  from  guarding  the  rail- 
road between  that  point  and  Nashville  and  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  move  at 
any  moment  toward  Chattanooga  for  the  purpose  of  opening  communication  w  ith 
that  place  by  river  and  by  rail. 
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But  no  definite  plan  had  yet  been  devised  to  gain  possession  of  tlie  left  bank  of  the 
Tennessee  River,  so  as  to  support  Hooker's  advance  with  forces  from  Chattanooga. 
Such  was  the  condition  of  the  army  that  immediate  steps  must  be  taken  to  open  the 
Tennessee  and  the  short  roads  to  Bridgeport,  or  the  withdrawal  of  that  army  from 
Chattanooga  would  be  unavoidable.  That  no  plan  for  obtaining  this  object  liad  been 
definitely  formed  is  evident  from  the  following  statements  by  General  Thomas: 

Before  he  was  relieved  ui  ;pmmand  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland  Gen- 
eral Rosecrans  and  his  chief  engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  had  consulted 
together  as  to  means  of  relieving  the  army  at  Chattanooga  from  the  ju'rilous  condition 
it  was  in,  owing  to  the  great  diihculty  of  obtaining  supplies,  and  had  jtartially  planned 
the  movement  which  was  left  to  me  to  be  completed  when  I  assumed  conmiand, 
namely,  to  open  a  short  route  of  supplies  from  Bridgeport. 

General  Thomas  was  too  just  to  permit,  by  his  own  silence,  the  credit  of  a  suc- 
cessful movement  which  he  had  not  originated  to  be  given  to  himself.  He  therefore 
repeated  General  Rosecrans' s  instructions  to  General  Hooker  and  disclaimed  any 
other  relation  to  the  definite  plan  proposed  by  General  Smith  than  approval  and 
generous  support  in  its  execution.  General  Hooker  could  not  move  with  safety 
from  Bridgeport  until  measures  had  been  taken  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  left 
l^ank  of  the  Tennessee  River.  Had  his  command  moved  into  Lookout  Valley  before 
support  was  practicable  from  Chattanooga,  General  Bragg  could  have  sent  an  over- 
whelming force  against  him,  and  the  army  at  Chattanooga  would  only  have  wit- 
nessed the  failure  of  the  effort  to  avert  starvation.  The  definite  plan  was  so  evidently 
originated  by  General  Smith  that  General  Thomas  gave  him  credit  for  its  conception 
and  execution.' 

The  dispatches  sent  by  General  Rosecrans  at  the  close  of  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga  had  so  plainly  revealed  his  fear  that  he  could  not  hold  Chattanooga  that  it 
was  imagined  in  Washington  that  he  would  needlessly  abandon  tlie  jilace.  And 
doubtless  General  Grant's  first  dispatch  to  Thomas  indicated  some  anxiety  lest  he 
should  withdraw  the  army  l)efore  Grant  could  himself  reach  Chattanooga.  On  the 
19th  of  October  he  telegraphed:  "Hold  C'hattanooga  at  all  hazards."  The  terse 
reply  of  Thomas,  "  We  will  hold  the  town  till  we  starve,"  was  equall}-  the  expres- 
sion of  his  own  purpose  and  that  of  his  army. 

This  bold  answer  had  this  significance  also:  The  confidence  of  General  Thomas  in 
his  army.  He  knew  that  its  morale  had  been  exceedingly  good  from  the  day  it 
retired  from  the  battlefield  of  Chickamauga.  In  leaving  that  field  there  had  been 
no  panic,  no  hurried  retreat,  even  l)y  those  troops  who,  through  no  fault  of  their 
own,  were  forced  to  fight  on  conditions  which  forbade  success.  But  the  troops  on 
the  right  who  lost  their  position,  and  those  who  withstood  the  whole  Confederate 
army  until  they  were  withdrawn  by  orders,  were  in  no  resjaect,  except  from  loss  of 
material,  unfitted  for  the  immediate  renewal  of  the  conflict.  And  no  army  had  ever 
endured  the  reduction  of  its  ration  to  one-half,  one-third,  and  one-fourth  with  less 
complaint  and  less  demoralization.  The  necessity  of  this  reduction  was  apparent  to 
every  soldier,  and  every  soldier  was  as  unwilling  as  tlie  commanding  general  to 
abandon  Chattanooga. 

On  the  20th  of  October  General  Thomas,  in  the  following  order,  assumed  the  com- 
mand to  which  he  had  been  assigned : 

Headquarters  DEPART>rENT  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  20,  1S63. 
In  obe<lience  to  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  undersigned 
hereby  assumes  command  of  the  Department  and  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

^  In  his  report  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  he  said:  "  To 
Brig.  (jen.  W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  should  be  accorded  great  praise  for  the  inge- 
nuity which  conceived  and  the  ability  which  executed  the  movement  at  Browns 
Ferry." 
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In  assuming  the  control  of  this  army,  so  long  and  ably  commanded  by  Major- 
General  Rosecrans,  the  undersigned  confidently  relies  upon  the  hearty  cooperation 
of  every  officer  and  soldier  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  enable  him  to  perform 
the  arduous  duties  devolved  upon  him. 

The  officers  on  duty  at  the  various  departments  of  the  staff  at  these  headquarters 
will  continue  in  their  respective  places. 

All  orders  heretofore  published  for  the  government  of  this  army  will  remain  in 
full  force  until  further  orders. 

George  H.  Thomas, 
Major- General,  United  States  Volunteers. 

General  Grant  arrived  at  Chattanooga  on  the  evening  of  October  23.  With  his 
coming  General  Thomas,  though  an  army  commander,  became  subordinate  to  an 
immediate  superior  in  rank,  and  as  completely  subject  to  direction  in  handling  his 
army  as  he  had  previously  been  in  the  management  of  his  corps.  He  therefore  made 
known  to  General  Grant  at  once  the  scheme  which  had  been  devised  for  the  relief 
of  the  army.  The  plan  had  been  perfected  in  all  its  details  and  needed  only  the 
approval  of  General  Grant.  On  the  24th  Generals  Grant,  Thomas,  and  W.  F.  Smith, 
with  other  general  and  subordinate  officers,  examined  the  river  below  Chattanooga, 
Williams  Island,  and  the  hills  on  both  banks  of  the  river  in  reference  to  the  pro- 
posed plan  of  operations.  General  Grant  approved  this  plan  and  ordered  its  imme- 
diate execution.  Thereupon  Thomas  telegraphed  definite  uastructions  to  Hooker  in 
reference  to  his  movement,  and  promised  him  cooperation  from  Chattanooga.  Gen- 
eral Hooker  replied  that  he  would  commence  his  movement  at  daylight  on  the  27th. 
Orders  were  then  issued  for  the  cooperative  movements.  Two  brigades — Hazen's 
and  Turchin's — and  three  batteries  of  artillery,  under  Major  John  Mendenhall,  were 
given  to  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  for  his  operations.  His  plan  provided  that  1,500  men, 
with  a  sufficient  force  of  pontoniers,  should  embark  on  pontoons  and  at  night  glide 
past  Lookout  Mountain,  held  almost  to  the  edge  of  the  water  l)y  the  enemy's  jiickets, 
and  debark  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  just  above  Browns  Ferry. 

For  this  service  a  part  of  General  Hazen's  brigade,  under  his  own  command,  was 
taken.  The  remainder  of  tliis  brigade.  General  Turchin's  brigade,  and  the  artillery 
were  ordered  to  march  across  the  peninsula  formed  by  the  course  of  the  river  and 
take  position  on  the  wooded  hillside  near  the  ferry,  to  cover  the  troops  on  the  pon- 
toons should  they  fail  to  land  on  the  left  bank  or  to  join  them  on  that  bank  in  the 
event  of  their  success.  This  expedition  was  eminently  successful.  The  pontoon 
boats,  hugging  the  right  bank  of  the  Tennessee,  glided  by  the  frowning  mountain, 
gleaming  here  and  there  with  the  enemy's  campfires,  and  the  troops,  with  sliglit 
opposition,  gained  the  left  bank  at  the  designated  place.  A  pontoon  bridge  was  soon 
thrown  by  a  detachment  of  trained  men  from  the  First  ^Michigan  ]Mechanics  and 
Engineers,  under  Capt.  P.  Y.  Fox,  and  fortifications  for  the  two  brigades  were  con- 
structed on  the  enemy's  side  of  the  river.  Having  accomplished  all  thq,t  the  plan  of 
operations  required  of  them,  these  troops  were  in  position  to  welcome  Hooker's 
column  to  Lookout  Valley  in  the  evening.  And  then  the  Tennessee  River  from 
Bridgeport  to  Chattanooga  was  held  by  the  cooperating  forces. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  General  Bragg' s  hope  of  regaining  Chattanooga  depended 
upon  his  continued  grasp  of  the  river  and  the  short  road  to  Bridgeport,  it  is  inex- 
plicable that  he  did  not  resist  the  advance  of  Hooker.  He  did  attempt  late  at  night 
to  cut  off  Geary's  division  of  the  Twelfth  Corps  at  Wauhatchie,  but,  failing  in  this, 
he  abandoned  all  effort  to  intercept  the  newly  established  communications  of  the 
beleaguered  army. 

The  problem  of  supplies  was  thus  brilUantly  solved.  The  boldness  of  the  plan,  the 
nice  adjustment  of  all  its  details,  and  the  importance  of  the  results  place  these  oper- 
ations among  the  prominent  achievements  of  the  war. 

General  Grant  was  as  explicit  as  Thomas  in  denying  any  connection  M'ith  the 
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plan  bej'ond  approval.     On  tlie  2fith  of  OctoluT  he  sent  the  followint^  dispatch  to 
Washington : 

lluciK^^.  Military  Division  of  Mississippi, 

Chattanouga,  October  ;J6,  1S(UL 
Major-General  Halleck,  Wnsh'mgton: 

*  *  *  General  Thomas  had  also  set  ou  foot,  liefore  my  arrival,  a  plan  for 
getting  possession  of  the  river  from  a  point  below  Lookont  Mountain  to  Bridge- 
port. If  successful — and  1  think  it  will  be — the  question  of  supplies  will  be  fully 
settled.     *    *    * 

U.  S.  Grant,  Majur-detieraL 

Two  days  later  he  again  telegraphed  in  relation  to  this  i)laii: 

Chattanooga,  October  28,  186S. 
General  Thomas's  plan  for  securing  the  river  and  south-side  road  hence  to  ]?ridge- 
port  has  proved  eminentlj'^  successful.  The  question  of  supplies  may  now  be  regai-ded 
as  settled.  If  the  rebels  give  us  one  week  more  time,  I  think  all  danger  of  losing 
territory  now  held  l)y  us  will  have  passed  away,  and  ])reparations  may  soon  com- 
mence for  offensive  operations. 

U.  >S.  Grant,  Major- General. 

OCTOBKK  \),  ]!)00. 
Gen.  Willia.m  F.  Smith, 

6J4  Adams  street,  Wibnington,  Del. 
General:  Yours  of  the  8th  instant,  inclosing  certain  papers  relating  to  the  matter 
which  has  been  referred  to  the  l)oard,  is  received;  also  the  printed  letter  containing 
a  summary  of  dispatches,  etc. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  John  K.  Brooke, 

Major-  Gen  eral. 


A  Summary  op  Dispatches  Referring  to  Movements  of  Troops,  Sugcjestions, 
Opinions,  etc.,  from  the  12th  op  October,  1863,  to  the  19th  of  that  Month, 
Bearing  upon  the  Route  for  Supplies  from  Bridgeport  to  Chattanooga  for 
THE  Support  of  the  Army  at  the  Latter  Place. 

To  the  Board  of  which  Maj.  Gen.  Brooke,  U.  S.  A.,  is  President: 

This  summary  of  evidence,  taken  from  official  records,  is  written  to  save  the  board 
some  reading  in  the  paper  written  as  a  reply  to  General  Duffield,  to  whom  my 
papers  were  referred  by  Secretary  Alger.  I  have  not  embodied  in  this  paper  my 
remarks  on  the  statements  of  General  Thomas  nor  my  personal  statement,  which  are 
in  the  "Reply."  Where  quotations  are  given  I  have  referred  to  my  pamphlet,  The 
Reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River  near  Chattanooga,  where  the  volume  and  page  of 
the  authorities  may  be  found,  should  the  board  prefer  to  seek  the  official  record.  I 
have  taken  the  12th  of  October  as  a  starting  point,  as  at  that  time  affairs  with  the 
army  at  Chattanooga  began  to  approach  a  crisis. 

On  that  day  Rosecrans  sends  a  dispatch  to  Mr.  Lincoln  which  is  not  jubilant,  end- 
ing with  these  words:'  "Every  exertion  will  be  made  to  hold  what  we  have  and 
gain  more,  after  which  we  must  put  our  trust  in  God,  who  never  fails  those  who 
truly  trust." 

On  the  same  day'''  he  sends  to  Hooker,  asking  if  he  can  send  a  division  at  daylight 
the  next  morning  to  Shellmound,  with  an  advance  pushed  to  Whiteside,  taking  ten 
days'  rations  in  haversack  and  knapsack.  To  which  Hooker  replies,  "Only  with 
infantry,  as  battery  horses  not  in  readiness  to  move."    To  this  Rosecrans  answers,^ 

'  See  page  8  of  my  pamphlet.     [Page  94  of  this  reprint.] 
^See  page  9  of  my  pamphlet.     [Page  94  of  this  reprint.] 
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"I  will  delay  the  order  till  your  batteries  are  ready.  Hasten  their  preparations  and 
and  report  when  ready.  T//e  object  is  to  get  po.'isession  of  the  line  of  the  river  up  to  this 
place."  Here  is  a  specific  plan  for  the  recovery  of  the  short  line.  A  division  with 
an  advance  to  Whiteside;  no  occupation  of  Lookout  Valley;  no  orders  for  connec- 
tion by  a  bridge  with  the  army  at  Chattanooga.  Possession  of  the  river  is  thus  to  be 
obtained  by  one  division  from  Hooker's  force,  with  an  advance  to  Whiteside.  Is 
that  the  plan  which  the  legend  complained  of  says  was  "devised  by  General  Rose- 
crans"  and  carried  out  by  General  Thomas?  It  is  positively  the  only  one  given  by 
Eosecrans  in  the  record.  On  this  same  day  of  October  Mr.  Dana  reports:^  "*  *  * 
At  any  rate,  such  is  our  present  situation.  Our  animals  starved,  and  the  men  with 
starvation  before  them,  and  the  enemy  bound  to  make  desperate  efforts  to  dislodge 
us.  In  the  midst  of  this  the  commanding  general  devotes  that  part  of  the  time  which 
is  not  employed  in  pleasant  gossip  to  the  composition  of  a  long  report  to  prove  that 
the  Government  is  to  blame  for  his  failure." 

Eosecrans  drops  that  idea  of  an  order  to  Hooker,  l)ut  we  hear  of  it  from  a  conver- 
sation of  Eosecrans  with  Dana,  who,  on  the  14th,  reports  that  "Eosecrans  has 
ordered  Hooker^  to  concentrate  his  troops  preparatory  to  seizing  the  passes  of  Eac- 
coon  Mountain  and  occupying  Shellmound  and,  if  possible.  Lookout  Valley,"  and 
perhaps  even  capturing  Lookout  Mountain.  Hooker  reported  on  the  12th  that  his 
battery  horses  had  arrived,  but  received  no  further  orders,  and  yet  on  the  14th  the 
simple  question  to  Hooker  of  the  12th  is  given  to  Mr.  Dana  as  an  order  to  Hooker  to 
concentrate  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  grand  results  reported  by  Mr.  Dana,  and  all 
without  cooperation  by  the  army  at  Chattanooga.  On  the  day  when  Mr.  Dana 
reports  this  imaginary  order  for  the  seizing  of  the  passes  in  Eaccoon  INIountain  Eose- 
crans orders  a  railroad  built  from  Bridgeport  to  Battle  Creek,  a  superfluous  work  after 
the  short  line  was  opened. 

But  on  the  16th  Eosecrans  telegraphs  to  Halleck:  "Had  we  the  railroad  from  here 
to  Bridgeport*  and  the  whole  of  Sherman's  and  Hooker's  troops  brought  up,  we 
should  not  probably  outnumber  the  enemy."  Had  Eosecrans  any  right  under  those 
circumstances  to  expect  any  such  result  from  the  movement  of  one  of  Hooker's  divi- 
sions as  Mr.  Dana  reported  on  the  14th  to  the  Secretary? 

On  the  16th  ISIr.  Dana  reports:  "Nothing  can  prevent  the  retreat  of  the  army  from 
this  place  within  a  fortnight*  *  *  *  except  the  opening  of  the  river.  General 
Hooker  has  been  ordered  to  prepare  for  this.^  *  *  *  j^]\  this  precious  time  is  lost 
because  our  *  *  *  commander  can  not  perceive  the  catastrophe  that  is  upon  ua 
nor  fix  his  mind  upon  the  means  of  preventing  it." 

General  Eosecrans  evidently  has  not  up  to  this  time  developed  a  plan  to  Mr.  Dana 
such  as  Thomas  carried  out  on  the  27th  of  October. 

5.30,  16th,  to  Halleck:*  "The  enemy  will  jirobably  operate  on  our  left  flank." 
That  firm  belief  explains  conclusively  why  Eosecrans  was  making  every  possible 
exertion  to  repair  the  long  route  and  give  no  heed  to  the  recovery  of  the  short 
line.  "*  *  *  Our  future  is  not  bright."  The  plan  carried  out  by  Thomas,  had 
it  been  in  the  mind  of  Eosecrans,  would  have  left  no  place  for  such  a  despondent 
idea  as  that  quoted  above.  The  last  part  of  this  message  gives  Eosecrans's  ideas  of 
conditions  necessary  to  secure  Chattanooga,  discussed  on  page  17  of  my  pamphlet. 

^See  page  9  of  my  pamphlet.     [Page  94  of  this  reprint.] 
*See  page  11  of  my  pamphlet.     [Page  95  of  this  reprint.] 
*  See  page  17  of  my  pamphlet.     [Page  98  of  this  reprint.] 
*See  page  14  of  my  pamphlet.     [Page  97  of  this  reprint.] 

^Nothmg  later  than  the  telegram  of  the  12th  about  moving  a  di\nsion  to  Shell- 
mound.     See  page  19  of  my  pamphlet.     [Page  99  of  this  reprint.] 
^See  page  16  of  my  pamphlet.     [Page  98  of  this  rejirint,] 
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The  next  dispatch  of  Rosecrans  bearmg  on  the  niovt'inent  of  troops  in  dated  Octo- 
ber 17,  1863,  10  p.  ni.^  In  this  there  is  no  order  to  concentrate;  only  an  order  to 
make  preHminary  preparations  to  move  promptly  shonld  the  enemy  cross  the  Ten- 
nessee River  above  Chattanooga.  Hooker  in  that  event  is  to  move  nj)  on  the  long 
route  to  meet  Bragg,  for  the  Eleventh  Corps  is  not  mentioned  in  the  dispatch;  and 
that,  being  on  the  long  route  from  Bridgeport  to  Anderson's,  was  evidently  to  be 
picked  up  as  Hooker  marched.  Hooker's  artillery  was  not  indispensable,  as  there 
were  batteries  at  Chattanooga  for  which  there  were  no  horses;  therefore  Hooker  was 
not  expected  to  have  any  fighting  until  he  had  effected  a  junction.  A  direct  move- 
ment on  Lookout  Valley  was  not,  therefore,  in  his  mind.  But  in  the  event  of  Sher- 
man's arrival,  Rosecrans  would  then  be  able  to  concentrate  and  move  with  Hooker's 
entire  strength,  according  to  circumstances.  That  idea  also  covers  the  movement  on 
Lookout  Valley,  but  only  in  the  event  of  Sherman's  arrival.  Sherman  did  not  get 
u})  until  after  the  middle  of  November,  and  by  that  time  there  would  have  been  no 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  had  we  waited  for  him;  Init  the  river  had  been  opened 
with  just  what  Rosecrans  had  in  his  possession  when  he  wrote  that  dispatch.  This 
dispatch  is,  however,  of  importance,  as  Thomas  says  in  his  first  order  to  Hooker,  11 
p.  m.,  19th  of  October:  "Use  all  possible  dispatch  in  concentrating  your  connnand 
and  preparing  to  move  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  General  Rosecrans." 
Thomas  at  this  hour  has  had  nearly  five  hours  (which  is  referred  to  by  Van  Home 
in  his  Life  of  Thomas,  p.  154)  to  go  over  with  Rosecrans  the  status — the  expectations 
and  the  orders  extant;  and  Thomas  explains  the  meaning  of  Rosecrans's  instruc- 
tions in  the  dispatch  of  the  17th,  saying  "they  were  to  concentrate  as  much  of  his 
(Hooker's)  command  at  Bridgeport  as  he  could  safely  spare  from  guarding  the  rail- 
road between  that  point  and  Nashville,  and  to  hold  himself  to  move  at  any  moment 
toward  Chattanooga,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  communication  with  that  place  by 
river  and  by  rail  "  {wagon  road?) . 

In  this  conversation  with  Rosecrans,  Thomas  has  evidently  gotten  a  wrong  impres- 
sion of  the  dispatch  of  October  17,  10  p.  m.,  for  that  only  looks  forward  to  a  partial 
concentration  of  the  Twelfth  Corps,  not  mentioning  the  Eleventh  Corps,  scattered 
on  the  long  route  from  Bridgeport  to  Anderson's.  Nor  is  there  any  hint  in  that  dis- 
patch of  any  immediate  movement  on  the  "short  line,"  and  yet  Thomas's  remarks 
leave  no  douljt  as  to  his  understanding  of  the  status  when  he  took  command. 

Reference  must  here  be  made  to  the  dispatch  of  Mr.  Dana  dated  October  16,  4 
p.  m.,^  in  which  Rosecrans  is  reported  as  saying  that  the  iwssession  of  the  river  up 
to  the  head  of  Williams  Island  at  least  is  a  "  mw  qua  iwn^'  to  the  holding  of  Chatta- 
nooga, but  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  movement  toward  such  jjossession 
until  Hooker's  troops  are  concentrated  and  his  transportation  gets  up.  That  can  not 
))e  done  before  the  following  Wednesday.  If  the  enemy  does  not  interfere  sooner, 
the  movement  upon  Raccoon  Mountain  and  Lookout  Valley  may  then  be  attempted. 
"  Rosecrans,  however,  expects  that  as  soon  as  the  weather  will  allow  the  enemy  will 
cross  the  river  in  force  on  our  left,  and  then  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  fight  a 
battle  or  else  to  retreat  from  here  and  attempt  to  hold  the  line  of  the  Cund)erland 
Mountains."  It  must  be  patent  to  each  member  of  the  board  that  the  "xiufqua 
tion^'  idea  is  not  to  be  counted  to  Rosecrans  as  evidence  of  a  masterly  knowledge  of 
the  art  of  war,  for  it  was  only  saying  in  substance  that  a  sufficient  portion  of  the 
"short  line"  must  be  captured  before  it  could  be  used. 

The  dispatch  to  Hooker  of  the  18th  of  October  looks  forward  to  the  repair  of  the 
road  to  Jasper  on  the  long  route  and  to  the  old  idea  of  using  the  river  to  Shellmound, 
which  is  to  be  fortified,  and  a  depot  made  "on  this  side."  This  was  one  day  before 
Rosecrans  was  removed,  and  yet  there  is  not  a  hint  of  any  plan  for  getting  possession 
of  the  river  beyond  Shellmound  nor  of  entering  upon  any  plan  developed  by  the 

^  See  page  18  of  my  pamphlet.     [Page  99  of  this  reprint.] 
^  See  page  15  of  my  pamphlet.     [Page  98  of  this  reprint.] 
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conversation  with  Dana  at  4  o'clock  of  the  16th  of  Octoljer.  On  the  18th  Rosecrans 
informs  Halleck^  that  "our  pontoon  l)ridge  is  restored.  Boats  [for]  a  second  under 
way."  This  extract  shows  that  up  to  that  time  (October  18,  7.30  p.  m.)  there  was 
but  one  pontoon  bridge  at  Chattanooga  and  that  the  boat  builders  were  at  work  on 
a  second  bridge.  Every  layman  can  see  the  urgent  necessity  for  a  second  bridge  at 
Chattanooga,  and  as  there  was  but  one  set  of  men  at  work  on  boats,  turning  them 
out  as  fast  as  possible,  those  men  would  be  at  work  on  boats  for  the  bridge  which 
was  useful  and  not  on  a  bridge  which  had  not  been  ordered.  So  at  7.30  p.  m.  of  the 
18th  we  were  making  every  effort  for  a  second  bridge  at  Chattanooga  and  for  no 
other  point  on  the  river.  This  extreme  urgency  made  Thomas,  earl)'^  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  20th  of  October,  order  the  second  bridge  laid  at  the  town.  Had  he  received 
from  Rosecrans  and  approved  of  any  plan  for  the  movement  on  Browns  Ferry  with 
the  cooperative  movement  from  Bridgeport,  as  has  been  asserted  by  those  who  had 
no  personal  knowledge  of  facts  and  without  a  line  of  evidence  from  any  official 
source,  Thomas  would  not  have  ordered  the  laying  of  the  second  bridge  at  Chatta- 
nooga and  would  have  deemed  that  at  Browns  Ferry  to  be  the  more  urgent  of  the 
two,  there  not  being  sufficient  boats  for  both  bridges.  This  second  bridge  was  never 
laid,  and  Thomas  had  adopted  the  plan  that  was  carried  out,  for  on  the  22d  of  Octo- 
ber he  telegraphed  Halleck:^  "Hope  to  move  Hooker  in  a.  few  days  to  open  the 
wagon  road  and  railroad  from  here  to  Bridgeport."  This  could  not  possibly  have 
been  done  by  the  holding  of  the  river  to  the  head  of  Williams  Island.  There  is  no 
pretense  by  any  person,  not  even  by  Rosecrans  himself,  that  he  visited  the  spot 
where  the  bridge  was  thrown  before  the  19th,  and  that  then,  on  his  return  from  his 
reconnoissance,  he  found  the  order  removing  him  from  command.  It  must  then  be 
concluded  from  the  assertions  of  those  who  support  tlie  truth  of  the  Legend  of  the 
Atlas  of  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  Park  l^attlefields  that  in  his  conversation 
with  Thomas  after  6.20  and  before  11  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  19th  he  had  developed  an 
entirely  new  plan,  which  had  met  the  approval  of  Thomas  and  was  launched  on 
the  20th. 

Though  there  is  no  proof  of  this,  it  would  be  possible,  except  for  my  positive  state- 
ment as  to  being  ordered  ])y  Thomas  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  to  lay  a  second 
bridge  at  Chattanooga.  That  statement,  which  I  am  entirely  willing  to  confirm 
under  oath,  is  certainly  of  as  much  value  as  the  vague  theories  and  assertions  of  all 
those  who  can  make  no  pretense  to  personal  knowledge  of  matters  involved  in  this 
question. 

It  is,  however,  humanly  improbable,  not  to  say  almost  impossible,  that  such  a 
plan  as  that  carried  out  should  have  been  devised  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  of 
October  by  Rosecrans  and  approved  by  Thomas  on  that  same  night,  without  some 
reference  to  it  by  Rosecrans  in  his  telegram  to  Halleck,  written  one  hour  and  forty 
minutes  after  his  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  the  order  removing  him  from 
command.  The  instinct  of  self-preservation,  which  man  holds  in  common  with  the 
rabbit,  would  have  dictated  such  reference.  The  telegrams  sent  introduced  condi- 
tions unnecessary  to  the  plan  carried  out  and  postponed  the  day  of  relief  beyond  the 
capacity  of  the  army  to  endure. 

I  will  not  trouble  the  board  with  other  dispatches,  but  will  refer  to  the  discussions 
of  this  question  by  Van  Home  in  his  life  of  Thomas,  pages  154  et  seq.,  copy  here- 
with, and  to  the  various  telegrams,  reports,  and  orders  after  October  19  from  Thomas, 
Dana,  and  Grant,  all  of  which  are  contamed  in  my  pamphlet,  with  indices  to  the 
authority  quoted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  F.  Smith, 
Brevet  Major- General,  United  States  Army. 

^  See  page  20  of  my  pamphlet.     [Page  100  of  this  reprint.] 
^  See  page  32  of  my  pamphlet.     [Page  107  of  this  reprint.  J 
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United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Wdmbujton,  Del,  Octobers,  1900. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Brooke,  United  States  Army, 

President  of  Board,  (iorernors  Island,  New  York  Harbor. 
General:  I  beg  to  inclose  certain  papers  which  have  been  sent  to  me  by  the  War 
Department,  as  folknvs: 
Copy  of  letter  of  R.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War,  dated  November  30, 1897. 
Copy  of  letter  from  me  to  Col.  H.  M.  Dufheld,  dated  April  3, 1898. 
Copy  of  letter  of  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds,  dated  May  20, 1895. 
I  also  inclose  the  following: 
Map  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinity. 
Copy  of  letter  of  John  C.  Rojies,  dated  May  2, 1895. 

Extract  from  Van  Home's  Life  of  Thomas,  from  page  154.     [See  pages  154  to  157.] 
A  package  of  letters  from  various  sources  relating  to  the  matter. 
A  pamphlet  entitled  "The  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River  near  Chattanooga, 
October,  1863." 
List  of  references  to  authorities. 

List  of  letters  received  at  various  times  from  well-known  persons. 
I  assume  that  the  board  has  V)een  furnished  with  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
being  a  reply  to  General  Duflield's  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  F.  Smith, 
Brevet  Major-General,  United  States  Arimj. 


1601  S  Street  NW., 
Washington,  1).  C,  May  20,  1895. 

My  Dear  Baldy:  My  recollections  about  the  ride  with  General  Rosecrans  are  as 
follows: 

We  crossed  the  river  at  Chattanooga  and  examined  the  country  on  the  north  side 
with  the  view  of  selecting  a  location  for  a  pontoon  liridge.  As  I  remember  it,^ 
Browns  Ferry  was  already  in  everybody's  mind  as  the  proper  place,  but  the  point 
had  not  been  decided  definitely.  We  visited  our  battery  on  the  high  ground  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river  and  about  opposite  a  rebel  battery  on  Lookout  Mountain.  My 
understanding  was  that  Rosecrans  fixed  Browns  Ferry  as  the  place  for  the  bridge. 
I  do  not  recollect  having  seen  Mr.  Dana  in  the  party  on  that  day.  The  party,  as  I 
remember  it,  was  larger  when  we  crossed  the  river  in  the  morning  than  it  was  when 
Rosecrans  and  I  returned  to  headquarters  toward  sunset.  There  was  another  officer 
of  the  Army  besides  Rosecrans  and  myself,  but  I  can  not  recall  who  he  was.  We 
skirted  the  river,  generally,  as  far  as  practicable. 

I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  having  seen  Thomas's  report  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Conduct  of  the  War.  Thomas's  report  makes  470  odd  pages,  dated  Nashville, 
March  9,  1866.     I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  preparation  of  any  part  of  it. 

When  we  returned  Gordon  Granger  met  me  on  the  porch  of  Rosecrans  (luarters 
and  said:  "The  old  man  has  been  relieved;  Thomas  is  in  command." 

Will  he  glad  to  see  you,  etc. 

J.  J.  Reynolds. 

^  [Note  by  General  Smith.]  At  that  date  the  engineer's  map,  which  was  the  guide 
for  the  army  and  to  which  Rosecrans  referred  in  his  testimony  of  1865  had  Browns 
Ferry  at  the  mouth. of  Lookout  Creek.  That  was  an  error,  but  we  were  not  aware 
of  it  at  headquarters. 

20002—01 11 
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[Endorsement.] 

No  description  of  a  locality  could  better  fix  the  position  than  this  letter  does  of 
the  battery — rebel — on  Lookout  Mountain. 

General  Rosecrans  says  they  skirted  the  river.  They  could  hardly  have  done  that 
below  our  battery  at  Moccasin  Point,  for  they  would  have  been  under  the  fire  of  the 
rebel  pickets. 

W.  F:  S. 

Boston,  May  S,  1S95. 
Gen.  AViLLiAM  F.  Smith. 

Dear  General:  I  have  been  thinking  a  good  deal  lately  in  regard  to  the  statement 
made  by  General  Boynton  in  his  recently  published  book  on  the  Chickamauga  and 
Chattanooga  Park  that  you  accompanied  General  Rosecrans  when  he  rode  to  Browns 
Ferry  on  October  19,  1863.  This  statement  is  directly  contrary  to  the  one  made  in 
your  paper,  which  will  be  published  ultimately  with  the  other  papers  of  the  Military 
Historical  Society;  and  the  statement  in  Boynton' s  book,  coming  (as  it  does)  from 
the  pen  of  one  of  the  Government  commissioners  of  the  national  park — a  man,  too, 
who  has  apparently  nothing  to  gain  by  making  this  statement — can  not  but  have 
considerable  weight  with  the  public.  Yesterday  I  looked  over  Bond's  letters,  and 
find  that  he  says  that  while  he  believes  your  statement  to  be  true,  he  should  certainly 
have  said,  if  he  had  not  seen  your  statement,  that  you  accompanied  General  Rose- 
crans and  himself  throughout  that  morning  ride.  Now,  there  are  two  persons  whose 
recollections  as  to  the  persons  who  constituted  that  party  of  the  19th  of  October  have 
not  yet  been  tested,  and  they  are  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Reynolds  and  Mr.  Dana,  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War.  Can  not  you  secure  from  them  a  statement  of  their 
recollection  on  this  point? 

As  to  Reynolds  I  imagine  he  is  old  and  his  recollection  is  hazy,  but  Dana,  I  sup- 
pose, is  still  in  full  possession  of  his  faculties,  and  I  think  he  would  probably 
remember  your  joining  him  at  the  hospital  and  riding  along  with  him  until  he  took 
the  diverging  road  to  Bridgeport,  while  you  went  to  the  river.  You  were  at  that 
time  chief  engineer  of  the  army  and  would  therefore,  from  official  as  well  as  per- 
sonal reasons,  be  a  person  whose  conversation  and  a  meeting  with  whom  ]\Ir.  Dana 
would  be  pretty  sure  to  remember. 

I  do  not  at  all  know^  on  W'hat  terms  you  and  Mr.  Dana  are,  but  I  suppose  you  are 
at  least  acquaintances,  and  that  you  would  feel  at  liberty  to  address  him  on  the  sub- 
ject; but  if  you  do  not  feel  like  doing  this  yourself  I  can  easily  procure  from  friends 
of  mine  in  New  York  a  good  introduction  to  him,  and  my  position  as  the  writer  of 
a  new  history  of  the  war  would  undoubtedly  give  me  access  to  his  recollection. 

What  I  am  aiming  for  is  to  get  Boynton  to  change  his  book  in  this  regard  in  the 
next  and  subsequent  editions.  The  book,  I  think,  is  likely  to  have  several  editions, 
because  it  is  now,  and  probably  always  will  be,  the  official  guide  to  this  great  park, 
and  I  am  very  anxious  that  the  facts  in  regard  to  Browns  Ferry  should  be  correctly 
set  forth  in  it. 

Very  sincereh',  yours,  John  C.  Ropes. 


824  Adams  street, 
Wilmington,  Del.,  Januarij  31,  1898. 
Henry  M.  Duffield,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir:  I  send  you,  in  accordance  with  our  conversation  at  AVilmington,  Del. 
(Thursday,  27th),  such  papers  as  I  have  been  able  to  collect  up  to  this  hour,  being: 
First.  A  pamphlet,  with  marginal  notes,  entitled  "The  Relief  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,"  etc.,  published  by  me  in  1891,  and  withdrawn  after  finding  that  Gen- 
eral Grant,  by  his  telegrams  to  Halleck,  October  28,  gave,  as  was  proper,  credit  to 
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Thomas  for  the  movement,  and  therefore  waa  not  considered  by  me  as  preferring  any 
claim  to  tlie  plan.  The  paper  also  had  many  typographical  errors,  and  had  not 
specified  the  authorities. 

Second.  My  pamphlet  entitled  "The  Reopening,"  etc.,  with  all  authorities  given. 
It  contains  a  letter  from  Colonel  Fox  directly  contradicting  the  statement  made  by 
(ieneral  Boynton  as  to  what  Fox  told  him,  as  rej^orted  in  a  copy  of  a  letter  here 
inclosed,  directed  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Ropes,  of  Boston,  and  marked. 

Third.  The  statement  in  Boynton' s  letter  to  the  Philadelphia  Times  as  to  the  same 
pamphlet. 

Fourth.  Letter  from  Ofl&ce  of  Chief  of  Engineers  saying  no  maps  of  Merrill's  on 
file  later  than  that  of  September  8,  1863;  that  maps  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinity 
placed  Browns  Ferry  at  Moccasin  Point. 

Fifth.  Letter  from  Ropes,  with  one  sentence  from  Gen.  James  H.  Wilson. 

Sixth  and  sixth  (1).  Letters  from  Col.  P.  V.  Fox. 

Seventh.  Colonel  Fox's  address,  published  in  Chattanooga  Times  Sejjtember  25, 
1895. 

Eighth.  The  paper  from  the  Philadelphia  Times  of  September  15,  1895,  which  I 
think  is  the  same  you  have  from  the  Chattanooga  Times,  which  please  return,  as  it 
is  my  only  copy. 

Ninth.  Is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ropes  only  to  show  what  I  had  to  contend  with  in 
Boynton's  attack,  never  hesitating  to  distort  or  directly  to  put  words  into  the  mouths 
of  men  directly  the  reverse  of  what  was  said.  Boynton's  incorrect  quotation  of 
orders  and  his  manufacture  of  orders  are  a  part  of  his  stock  and  always  ready  when 
they  make  a  point.  In  his  statement  (page  32  of  my  pamphlet  [page  106  of  this 
reprint])  with  reference  to  Thomas's  orders  of  October  19,  Rosecrans  gave  Hooker 
no  order  of  that  date  nor  any  after  the  17th.  Then  he  ordered  Hooker  to  obey  the 
instructions  of  Rosecrans — the  order  of  October  17. 

Mr.  Ropes  is  a  most  successful  lawyer  and  understands  what  is  evidence.  He  is 
also  a  most  successful  military  historian  and  can  sift  out  facts  from  a  deal  of  chaff, 
and  I  offer  this  not  as  evidence  ]3ut  as  an  opinion  of  an  expert  as  to  the  kind  of  state- 
ments that  crept  into  Boynton's  paj^ers. 

Tenth.  Is  sent  because  it  is  an  official  paper  and  shows  the  weight  given  to  the  state- 
ment of  General  Thomas  on  his  report  to  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War 
(Supplement,  vol.  1,  p.  119,  given  in  my  pamphlet,  p.  30  [page  106  of  this  reprint]). 
Very  respectfully,  W.  F.  Smith. 


University  of  Michigan, 
Ann  Arbor,  August  14,  1895. 
Gen.  Wm.  F.  Smith,  Wilmington,  Del. 

My  Dear  General:  Upon  return  from  an  absence  of  four  weeks  I  find  your 
valuable  paper  on  "The  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River  at  Chattanooga,"  which 
you  were  so  kind  as  to  send  me. 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  pleasure  of  receiving  it  from  your  own  hands.  I 
have  long  felt  holy  indignation  at  the  efforts  to  rob  you  of  the  honor  justly  your  due 
in  this  matter.  I  have  always  believed  that  I  knev  that  you  were  entitled  to  credit 
for  the  conception  as  well  as  for  the  successful  execution  of  the  plan  to  enter  Look- 
out Valley  l)y  way  of  Browns  Ferry,  and  I  am  very  glad  that  you  have  proven  it 
beyond  di-spute  by  evidence  from  official  records.  You  have  also  i:)roven  conclusively 
that  the  plan  and  the  place  of  crossing  the  river,  as  claimed  by  General  Rosecrans  years 
after  the  event,  is  not  the  plan  which  you  conceived  nor  the  place  where  you  success- 
fully crossed  the  Tennessee  River.  Between  the  dates  September  25  and  October  19, 
1863,  many  humble  volunteer  officers  like  myself  began  to  fear  that  the  grand  old 
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Army  of  the  Cumberland  was  doomed  to  annihilation  either  by  starvation  or  by  an 
attempt  to  escape  it,  and,  after  a  lapse  of  more  than  thirty  years,  I  believe  that  that 
would  have  been  its  fate  but  for  your  conception  and  execution  of  the  brilliant  move- 
ment at  Browns  Ferry,  which  gave  it  a  short  and  safe  line  of  communication  with  its 
base  of  supplies. 
With  assurances  of  highest  regard,  I  remain, 

Yours,  very  respectfully,  Henry  S.  Dean, 

Late  Lieutenant- Colonel  Ticenty-second  Michigan  Infantry  Volunteers. 


Dear  General: 


99  Mount  Vernon  Street, 

Boston,  September  3,  1894. 


I  have  also  before  me  the  Bond  correspondence,  touching  whicli  I  shall  have  some- 
what to  write  «ome  of  these  days. 

J.  C.  RoPBS. 


99  Mount  Vernon  Street, 

Boston,  September  8,  1894. 
Dear  General: 

******** 

1  am  awaiting  a  letter  from  Bond,  which  will,  I  trust,  clear  up  his  mind.  He  went, 
I  have  no  doubt,  to  the  Browns  Ferry  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek.  Mais  nous 
verrons!  What  a  blooming  fool,  by  the  way,  he  is  with  his  ridiculous  antithesis — 
"those  who  make  history  can  not  write  history,  etc." — and  his  cheap  two-cent 
reflections,  patriotic  and  otherwise. 

J.  C.  Ropes. 

Gen.  W.  F.  Smith. 


.50  State  Street, 
Boston,  August  19,  1895. 
Dear  General:  I  have  your  two  letters.     I  inclose  Reynolds's  two  letters,  and 
return  the  highly  satisfactory  one  of  Colonel  Dean. 
I  can  send  you  Thomas's  report  whenever  you  want  it. 

If  you  could  get  Reynolds  to  say  that  you  were  not  the  other  officer  who  accom- 
panied Rosecrans  and  himself,  it  would  be  something.  See  Reynolds's  letter  of 
May  20. 

In  liaste,  very  sincerely, 

J.  C.  Ropes. 

Gen.  W.  F.  Smith. 

Thanks  for  vour  letter  about  Mr.  Lincoln. 


99  Mount  Vernon  Street, 

Boston,  October  12,  1895. 
Dear  General  Smith: 

******* 

I  am  anxious  or  rather  curious  to  see  the  reply  you  get  from  Reynolds.     If  Rey- 
nolds will  say  that  only  one  officer  accompanied  himself  and  Rosecrans  in  their  ride 
to  the  river  on  October  19,  186.3,  we  have  got  Boynton  in  a  tight  place,  for  we  know 
that  Bond  did  accompany  them. 
Yours,  faithfully, 

J.  C.  Ropes. 
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Boston,  September  12,  1895. 
Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  Wdmington,  Del. 

Dear  General:  I  have  just  examined  Bo3-nton's  letters  in  regard  to  the  maps. 
On  December  14,  1894,  lie  wrote  me,  saying  he  had  been  examining  the  various  maps 
in  the  possession  of  the  War  Eecords  Office  which  bear  upon  the  subject.     He  says: 

The  official  copy  of  Merrill's  map  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinity  of  1863  *  *  * 
shows  Browns  Ferry,  as  you  wrote,  a  short  distance  below  the  mouth  of  Lookout 
Creek. 

On  December  20,  1894,  Boynton  wrote  me  again,  as  follows: 

Upon  receiving  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant  I  went  to  the  office  rf  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  *  *  *  they  found  the  original  map,  a  blue  print  of  which  they  said 
had  been  sent  to  General  Smith  and  is  probably  the  one  which  you  have.  It  proves 
to  be  one  of  a  series  compiled  from  progress  maps,  which  were  issued  frequently  and 
almost  daily  during  a  campaign.  *  *  *  The  map  of  which  you  have  a  blue  print, 
according  to  the  statement  made  to  me  in  the  Eugineei''s  otiice,  was  one  of  these 
issued  from  Stevenson,  Ala.,  September  8,  1863. 

General  Boynton  then  speaks  of  a  previous  map  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinity,  also 
issued  by  Captain  Merrill  and  dated  July  20,  1863.  He  also  speaks  of  another  map 
of  Merrill's,  dated  August  12, 1863.  The  only  other  map  of  Merrill's  of  which  Boyn- 
ton speaks  is  one  published  in  1865. 

From  these  extracts  it  appears  that  the  map  dated  September  8,  1863,  was  the 
latest  of  these  progress  maps  issued  before  the  relief  of  General  Rosecrans.  I  felt 
sure  that  this  was  so,  but  thought  I  would  examine  Boynton' s  letters  and  make 
assurance  doubly  sure. 

Yours,«truly,  John  C.  Ropes. 


St.  Paul,  Minn.,  July  24,  1S89. 
^I Y  Dear  General  :  I  have  read  with  deep  interest  your  review  of  General  Turchin's 
Chickamauga.  If  you  have  Battles  and  Leaders  of  the  Civil  War,  I  wish  you 
would  read  the  article  on  Chickamauga  by  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  in  third  volume.  It  is 
the  Ijest  account  of  that  battle  ever  published,  either  by  Federal  or  rebel  authority. 
I  am  sure  of  this,  because  I  was  in  that  battle  and  had  a  i^romiuent  part  thrown  on 
me  after  Brannan  and  Baird  failed  to  "bag"  the  l)rigadeof  rebels  which  Dan  McCook 
reported  to  be  on  the  north  side  of  the  Chickamauga  unsupported  and  with  the 
l)ridges  destroyed  in  its  rear.  Be  sure  and  read  it,  as  it  will  well  repay  you  and  give 
you  an  insight  into  some  of  the  history  of  that  struggle  which  you  may  not  know. 
No  one  knows  better  than  you  do  that  history  does  not  always  record  events  as  they 
should  be.  No  one  knows  better  than  I  do  that  the  boat  excursion  you  made  and 
conceived,  by  which  the  river  was  opened  up  to  within  8  miles  of  Chattanooga,  the 
credit  was  due  to  you,  but  I  believe  that  it  has  passed  into  history  as  the  conception 
of  another's  brain.  However,  time  will  make  it  all  right,  but  it  will  be  after  we  are 
all  dead. 

With  many  kind  wishes,  I  am,  very  truly,  R.  W.  Johnson. 


RosecTcms's  testimovy  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War. 

[Report  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  April  22nd.    Sworn.    1865.    Vol.  3  Library  Works,  M.  Lib.,  10th  st., 

Phila.,  page  33rd  seq.] 

I  mention  facts  on  this  subject.  As  early  as  the  4th  of  October,  fourteen  days  after 
the  battle,  I  called  the  attention  of  Generals  Thomas  and  Garfield  to  the  map  of  Chat- 
tanooga and  vicinity,  and,  pointing  to  them  the  positions,  stated  that  as  soon  as  I 
could  possibly  get  the  bridge  materials  for  that  purpose  I  would  take  possession  of 
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Lookout  Valley,  opposite  the  jxissage  over  the  extremity  of  the  mountain,  and  fortify  it, 
thus  completely  covering  the  road  from  there  to  Bridgeport  on  the  south  side,  as  well 
as  the  river,  and  giving  us  practical  possession  and  use  of  both,  as  well  as  the  Lookout 
Vallej"  because  by  means  of  a  fortified  tete  de  jjont  after  our  fortifications  at  Chatta- 
nooga were  completed  we  could  easily  concentrate  our  whole  force  to  fight  the  enemy 
if  he  entered  Lookout  Valley,  and  that  within  less  than  two  hours'  march,  while  he 
could  not  approach  us  in  force  with  artillery  without  making  a  circuit  over  Lookout 
Mountain,  *  *  *  which  would  take  two  or  three  days.  *  *  *  From  the  23d 
of  September  my  correspondence  and  my  staff  officers  will  testify  that  I  was  urging 
the  quartermaster.  Captain  Edwards,  who  had  the  work  in  hand,  to  hasten  its  com- 
pletion, which  it  was  hoped  would  be  the  case  by  the  time  we  were  ready  to  take 
and  hold  Lookout  Valley. 

To  effect  this,  General  Hooker  Avas  ordered  to  concentrate  his  troops  at  Stevenson 
and  Bridgeport,  and  advised  that  as  soon  as  his  train  should  arrive,  or  enough  of  it 
to  subsist  his  army  10  or  12  miles  from  his  depot,  he  would  be  directed  to  move  into 
Lookout  Valley  to  take  possession  of  that;  and  every  effort  was  made  to  complete 
the  pontoons,  etc. ,  to  connect  that  Avith  our  troops  at  Chattanooga. 

On  the  19th  of  October  I  examined  the  river  and  selected  a  point  for  the  crossing 
of  the  bridge  at  ferry  to  connect  Hooker's  with  the  forces  at  Chattanooga.  I  more- 
over directed  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  to  reconnoiter  the  shore  above  Chattanooga,  with  a 
view  to  that  very  movement  on  the  enemy's  right  flank  which  was  afterwards  made 
by  General  Sherman.  On  the  19th  of  October,  on  my  returning  from  selecting  the 
position  of  the  pontoon  bridge,  I  received  orders  to  turn  over  the  command,  etc. 

I  have  compared  the  above  extract  made  by  Gen.  William  Farrar  Smith  with  the 

original  report. 

Edward  B.  Clarke, 
Assistant  Liftrarian,  Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


99  Mount  Vernon  Street,  Boston,  October  10, 1895. 

Dear  General:  Yours  of  the  8th,  together  with  the  slip  from  the  newspaper  con- 
taining Boynton's  rejoinder  to  you,  received  this  morning. 

I  think  Boynton  will  end  by  losing  his  moral  sense  altogether.  This  contribution 
of  his  contains  nothing  in  the  way  of  evidence  at  all — simply  his  own  say  so  from 
beginning  to  end.     But  I  have  but  little  time  to  write  now.     [See  page  115.] 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  inclose  Col.  P.  V.  Fox's  letter  to  you,  dated 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  May  18,  1895,  and  remain,  as  always. 

Very  sincerely,  yours,  John  C.  Ropes. 

Gen.  William  F.  Smith. 


Washington,  D.  C,  May  20,  1895. 
My  Dear  Baldy: 
My  recollections  about  the  ride  with  General  Rosecrans  are  as  follows: 
We  crossed  the  river  at  Chattanooga  and  examined  the  country  on  the  north  side 
with  the  view  of  selecting  a  location  for  a  pontoon  bridge.     As  I  remember  it,  Browns 
Ferryi  was  already  in  everybody's  mind  as  the  proper  place,  but  the  point  had  not 

i[Note  by  General  Smith.] — At  that  date  the  engineer's  map,  which  was  the 
guide  for  the  Army,  and  to  which  Rosecrans  referred  in  his  testimony  of  1865,  had 
Browns  Ferry  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek.  That  was  an  error,  but  we  were  not 
aware  of  it  at  headquarters. 
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been  decided  definitely.  We  visited  our  battery  on  tlie  high  ground  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river  and  nearly  opposite  a  rebel  battery  on  Lookout  Mountain.  My  understanding 
was  that  Rosecrans  fixed  Browns  Ferry  as  the  place  for  the  bridge. 

I  do  not  recollect  having  seen  3Ir.  Dana  in  the  party  on  that  day.  The  party,  as  I 
remember  it,  was  larger  when  we  crossed  the  river  in  the  morning  than  it  was  when 
Rosecrans  and  I  returned  to  headquarters  on  toward  sunset.  There  was  another 
officer  of  the  Army  besides  Rosecrans  and  myself,  but  I  can  not  recall  who  he  was. 
[Bond  says  he  was  with  the  expedition,  and  he  was  therefore  the  other  officer.] 

I  left  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  soon  after  the  battle  of  Mission  Ridge. 
Thomas's  report  makes  470  odd  pages,  dated  Nashville,  March  9, 1866.  I  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  preparation  of  any  of  it. 

When  we  returned  Gordon  Granger  met  me  on  the  porch  of  Rosecrans' s  head- 
quarters and  said:  "The  old  man  has  been  relieved;  Thomas  is  in  command."  This 
was  our  first  information  on  that  point. 

Will  be  glad  to  see  you  when  you  come  to  Washington  again. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  J.  Reynolds. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  2,  1895. 
Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  Wilmington,  Del. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  letters.  I  wish  you  could  have  been  here  at  the 
dedication  services  two  weeks  ago.  It  is  true  that  we  had  a  great  crowd  and  the 
opportunities  for  comfortable  and  desirable  places  were  a  little  overcrowded,  yet  I 
think  you  would  have  enjoyed  meeting  many  of  your  old  friends  of  war  times  that 
were  here. 

I  have  been  noticing  one  thing  I  want  to  suggest  to  you  in  connection  with  the 
little  pamphlet  that  you  issued  with  reference  to  the  controversy  of  the  opening  of 
the  "Cracker  route."  I  suspect  that  the  map  that  you  furnish,  made  by  Colonel 
Merrill,  is  in  error.  I  came  here  the  year  following,  and  have  been  familiar  with 
the  country  here  and  hereabouts  ever  since.  lamsati.'^Jiedthereneverwasaferryat 
Moccasin  Poiyit,  rchere  he  locates  Browns  Ferry.  I  am  satisfied,  too,  that  the  map  is  in 
error  with  reference  to  the  name  of  Browns  Ferry  proper  ever  having  been  called 
Williams  Ferry.  Browns  Ferry  has  been  called  that  name  for  seventy-five  years. 
It  was  named  after  a  half-breed  Indian  who  lived  there  at  that  gap  in  the  ridge  and 
had  a  ferry  at  that  place.     There  is  a  son  of  his  living  in  that  vicinity  now. 

Williams  Ferry  was  a  private  ferry,  which  ran  across  the  river,  or  the  eastern  side 
of  the  river,  from  Williams's  farm  to  Williams  Island,  which  took  its  name  from  old. 
Sam  Williams,  the  owner  of  the  island.  When  I  came  here  the  Government  had 
two  sawmills  on  that  island,  and  I  crossed  there  numbers  of  times  looking  after  the 
property,  having  been  chief  property  clerk  of  this  depot. 

I  only  mention  this;  possibly  the  map  may  have  been  made  by  Colonel  Merrill 
before  the  ground  was  sufficiently  understood.  Allen  Parker,  who  lives  on  the  line  of 
the  old  mail  route,  afterwards  used  as  the  "  Cracker  route ' '  going  to  Browns  Ferry,  and 
who  lives  there  now,  being  an  old  man,  too,  having  always  lived  in  this  vicinity,  says 
there  never  was  a  ferry  at  the  point  where  Merrill  has  one  located  in  that  map  called 
Browns  Ferry.  I  only  give  you  these  as  matters  you  may  be  interested  in  with  refer- 
ence to  the  controversy  you  have  on  hand. 

Very  truly,  yours,  H.  Clay  Evans. 


Washington,  D.  C,  May  22,  1895. 
My  Dear  Baldy:  I  have  your  letter  of  21st.     Have  been  to  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment and  have  seen  the  map  to  which  you  refer,  dated  September  8,  1863,  made  at 
Camp  Stevenson,  Ala.,  and  marked  on  upper  right-hand  corner  "Chattanooga,  No.  4." 
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I  have  no  recollection  ever  having  seen  this  map  before  to-day.  It  has  two  ferries — 
Browns,  opposite  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek,  and  Williams,  several  miles,  probably  3 
or  4,  down  the  river  toward  Williams  Island.  This  is  called  map  of  Chattanooga 
and  vicinity  ( No.  4  Ijelow  bears  the  same  title) . 

I  went  into  an  old  trunk  and  found  four  other  maps,  to  which  I  will  now  refer. 
No.  1.  "  Mountain  region  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee, ' '  from  United  States  Coast 
Survey;  a  fine  folding  map  for  pocket  use;  quotes  many  authorities  from  1820  to  1862, 
including  Michler,  Merrill— under  Rosecrans ;  scale,  1  inch  =  10  miles.  This  map  has 
no  Browns  Ferry  at  all,  but  Williams  Ferry  where  the  other  maps  put  it  as  long  as 
the  name  Williams  Ferry  was  used  on  them. 

No.  2.  Large  map  about  6  feet  by  4.  Compiled  March,  1862,  to  Decemloer,  1862. 
This  map  has  both  Browns  and  AVilliams  Ferry,  placed  as  in  the  map  dated  September 
8,  1863,  now  in  Engineer  Department.  I  have  run  my  pencil  through  the  name 
"Browns  Ferry ' '  and  have  made  a  full  pencil  mark  across  and  down  the  river  beyond 
the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek.     Why  and  when  I  made  these  marks  I  can  not  tell. 

No.  3  is  a  map  reduced  from  Michler's  by  Merrill  June  1,  1863.  This  map  has 
Browns  Ferry  about  opposite  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek  and  no  Williams  Ferry 
at  all. 

No.  4  is  a  map  of  "Chattanooga  and  vicinity,"  compiled  by  Capt.  P.  C.  F.  West, 
United  States  Coast  Survey,  Chattanooga,  November  21,  1863.  This  map  has  no 
Williams  Ferry  at  all,  but  has  Browns  Ferry  where  the  other  maps  locate  Williams 
Ferry  and  where  our  jjontoon  bridge  was  thrown. 

All  these  maps  except  the  last  one  were  made  before  any  of  us  had  seen  Chatta- 
nooga and  vicinity.  We  never  used,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  locality  of  "Browns 
Ferry"  of  the  older  maps  for  any  purpose  whatever.  We  evidently  dropped  the 
name  "  Williams"  Ferry  and  applied  to  its  location  the  name  Browns  Ferry,  and 
there,  as  I  understood  it,  we  put  our  pontoon  bridge.  There  were  doubtless  two 
ferries,  Brown's  and  Williams's,  "  before  the  war."  How  the  name  Brown  came  to 
misplace  Williams  I  can  not  tell.  Browiu  Ferry  in  my  mind,  rvhen  at  Chattanooga,  meant 
the  place  -where  our  bridge  was  thrown,  and  which  evidently  was  called  on  the  older 
maps  "  Williams  Ferry,"  though  the  latter  name  was  never  heard  among  us  that  I 
remember. 

I  went  with  Rosecrans  to  the  hospital  on  one  occasion,  and  as  I  remember  but  one, 
it  was  prol)a]:)ly  the  same  day.  We  did  not  actually  water  our  horses  in  the  Ten- 
nessee River,  but  went  near  it,  I  think,  more  tban  once.  Thousands  of  men  crossed 
the  Browns  Ferry  bridge.  INIany  of  them  probably  remember  whether  their  crossing 
was  at  Moccasin  Point  (directly  opposite  the  nose  of  Lookout  Mountain)  or  farther 
•  down  the  river  toward  Williams  Island,  though  they  might  not  remember  the  precise 
locality  of  the  bridge  itself. 

Very  truly,  yours,  J.  J.  Reynolds. 


Wilmington,  Del.,  September  12,  1895. 
Dear  Joe:  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  questions  after  this  letter,  and  thank  you 
for  all  the  trouble  you  have  taken  to  help  me  to  get  at  facts.  Dana,  in  a  dispatch  of 
October  24,  says  "Grant  is  just  going  out  to  reconnoiter  a  position,  discovered  by 
General  Smith  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Valley."  That  information  must  naturally 
have  come  from  Thomas  or  yourself.  Had  you  known  that  Thomas  had  so  expressed 
himself  to  Dana  would  you  not  have  corrected  the  error  and  said,  "Why,  that  is  the 
place  where  I  went  with  General  Rosecrans  on  the  19th,  and  where  he  had  deter- 
mined to  throw  a  bridge?"  Do  you  suppose,  under  such  circumstances,  Thomas  had 
been  told  by  Rosecrans  that  he  had  fixed  the  position  for  the  bridge  where  it  was 
thrown? 
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Do  you  suppose  that  I,  or  anyone  else,  should  have  had  the  audacity  to  claim  that 
as  my  find  if  you  stood  there  to  confront  me  in  such  a  statement?  I  can  not  go  to 
Chattanooga.  I  have  neither  strength  nor  money,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  though  I  have 
been  longing  to  go  for  a  long  time. 

Yours,  sincerely,  W.  F.  S. 

Letter  sent,  but  never  answered. 


[The  Bridge  Builder,  Chattanooga,  September  20,  1895.] 
Colonel  Fox  read  a  paper  at  a  Chickamauga  dedication  to-day. 

Colonel  Fox  gave  a  full  history  of  the  much-discussed  liridge  Ijuilding  on  the  Ten- 
nessee, of  which  he  had  immediate  charge  of  the  Michigan  men  being  engaged  in 
the  work.  He  shows  that  Gen.  William  F.  SmitJi,  the  chief  engineer,  originated  the  bril- 
liant Brovms  Ferry  movement. 

Headquarters  Local  Executive  Committee, 

Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  May  IS,  1S95. 
Dear  General  Smith: 

******  •)(■ 

Before  the  l)attle  of  Chickamauga  I  was  ordered  to  Chattanooga  in  command  of  a 
detachment  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Michigan  Engineers  and  Mechanics.  General 
Rosecrans  gave  me  verbal  orders,  when  his  army  fell  back  to  Chattanooga,  to  con- 
struct a  pontoon  bridge  from  anything  I  could  find  to  cross  the  Tennessee  River. 
You  already  have  the  details  of  that  work.  Near  its  completion,  standing  on  that 
bridge,  General  Rosecrans  gave  me  verbal  orders  to  take  charge  of  the  two  sawmills 
(run  by  General  Morton's  Pioneer  Brigade)  and  get  out  another  bridge  soon  as 
possible — to  use  my  own  judgment  as  to  the  form  of  the  boats,  saying  I  could  have 
all  the  details  I  could  use.  You  also  have  the  details  of  this  work,  which  was  well 
advanced  when  you  assumed  control  as  chief  engineer,  and  General  Rosecrans  was 
relieved.  He  never  told  me  where  he  intended  to  have  the  bridge  tJtroum,  either  personally 
or  any  other  source.  The  first  intimation  that  it  was  to  be  at  Browns  Ferry  was  given 
to  me  by  yourself,  confidentially,  al)out  five  days  before  it  was  done.  I  understood 
that  the  plan  to  descend  the  river  in  pontoon  boats  and  get  possession  of  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  at  that  place  origmated  with  you,  and  safer  than  the  ordinary  method. 
You  certainly  had  charge  of  the  expedition  and  preparations  for  it.  Col.  T.  R.  Stanley 
had  nothing  to  do  with  operating  the  sawmills,  making  the  boats,  or  laying  the 
bridge,  or  even  gave  me  any  orders  from  General  Rosecrans.  I  understood  his  regi- 
ment was  selected  to  manage  the  boats  because  so  many  were  rivermen  and  expert 
boatmen.  As  soon  as  Hazen's  men  landed.  Colonel  Stanley  recrossed  the  river  and 
took  over  Turchin's  brigade.  He  then  delivered  the  boats  to  me,  b}'  your  direction 
and  as  part  of  the  plan,  and  I  had  charge  of  laying  the  bridge,  the  equipage  for 
Avhich  was  concealed  near  as  practicable  the  night  before,  and  brought  forward  as  soon 
as  the  boats  could  be  used.  The  bridge  was  soon  finished  (900  feet  long),  and  troops 
crossed  into  Lookout  Val'.  ;y  to  join  with  Hooker's  advance  that  day.  The  complete 
success  of  the  expedition  led  up  to  a  similar  movement  of  General  Sherman  to  get 
possession  of  the  south  bank  of  the  river  near  the  mouth  of  South  Chickamauga,  and 
was  also  under  your  direction,  and  equally  successful. 

General  orders,  reports  of  general  officers,  and  the  memorj'  of  living  witnesses  who 

were  there  recognize  you  as  the  author  of  the  strategy  to  which  the  nation  owes  so 

much,  notwithstanding  General  Rosecrans' s  paper,  published  in  the  North  American 

Review  of  December,  1885. 

******* 

Yours,  truly, 

Perrix  V.  Fox. 


Dear  General  Smith; 
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Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  September  9,  1S95. 


The  facts  are  in  the  memory  of  many  living  witnesses,  and  also  on  record  in  the 
orders  of  Rosecraus,  Thomas,  Grant,  Meigs,  and  Secretary  of  War,  shown  in  the 
oflficial  record. 

Yours,  sincerely,  Perrin  V.  Fox. 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  September  26,  1895. 
Dear  General  Smith: 

******* 

General  Boynton  tried  hard  to  have  me  say  that  General  Rosecrans  told  me  he 
intended  the  bridge  for  Browns  Ferry.  I  asked  why  Rosecrans  was  examining  the 
river  at  AVilliams  Island  if  he  had  decided  on  Browns  Ferry  for  the  bridge.  He  was 
so  busy  I  did  not  talk  much  with  him.  I  think  he  was  sorry  that  the  article  in 
the  North  American  Review  ever  appeared.  He  can  not  change  facts  that  are  in  the 
recollection  of  so  many  living  witnesses. 

Yours,  sincerely,  Perrin  V.  Fox. 


Calumet,  Mich.  ,  October  13,  1895. 


Dear  General  Smith: 


I  joined  you  at  Chattanooga  October  20,  1863.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas  was  in 
command.  Some  time  after  my  arrival  you  placed  the  topographical  office  under  my 
supervision,  and  I  naturally  visited  that  office  to  see  what  was  there.  Information 
was  denied  me  by  the  one  in  charge.  I  reported  that  fact  to  you  and  had  no  further 
trouble.  I  remember  no  map  of  Browns  Ferry,  as  described,  and,  as  you  know,  no 
map  or  maps  were  "carried  off"  by  me  or  my  associates.  The  topographical  office 
was  but  a  step  from  your  headquarters,  and,  as  it  was  under  you,  maps  were  in  all 
probability  taken  to  you  for  inspection  and  returned. 

It  seems  strange  that  General  Rosecrans  and  staff  should  have  made  a  reconnois- 
sance  on  the  19th  of  October  to  select  a  point  for  bridging  the  Tennessee  when  Browns 
Ferry,  where  the  crossing  took  place,  had  been  selected  previously  and  so  marked 
on  the  missing  map  by  pontoons;  and  all  these  preliminary  arrangements,  photo- 
graphing, etc.,  had  been  going  on  from  a  period  previous  to  your  arrival,  October  3, 
and  you,  as  chief  engineer  of  the  department  and  on  the  ground,  were  not  informed 
about  it;  yet  this  seems  to  be  what  General  Boynton  is  trying  to  prove  through 
Captain  ]\Iargedant  and  aside  from  any  official  record. 

As  to  Captain  Margedant's  arrest  for  withholding  information  from  you,  I  do  not 
doubt  it,  for  those  were  perilous  times  for  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  I  know 
that  you  would  not  let  anyone  "sulk  in  his  tent"  in  your  department.     *    *    * 
Yours,  faithfully, 

Preston  C.  F.  West. 


[From  ex-Governor  Stewart,  of  Vermont.] 

MiDDLEBfRY,  Vt.,  Ociobcr  5,  1895. 
Gen.  W.  F.  Smith. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  pamphlet,  Avritten  and  printed  in  correction  of  his- 
torical errors  on  the  relief  of  our  army  at  Chattanooga  in  October,  1863,  and  have 
recently  received  a  clipping  of  a  Philadelphia  paper  in  which  you  expose  errors  of 
statement  made  bv  General  Bovnton. 
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Men  of  my  profession  hold  record  evidence  in  highest  esteem.  Your  statements, 
fortified  by  the  "record,"  are  easily  comprehended  by  a  nonprofessional  and  are 
mianswerable,  save  by  a  newspaper  man  who  writes  "at  large,"  who  early  learns  that 
the  sensational  gives  "go"  to  his  production,  the  truth  thereof  being  of  secondary 
consequence. 

Boynton  is  not  even  a  good  advocate  of  a  bad  cause,  else  he  would  have  been  care- 
ful to  avoid  resting  his  case  upon  misstatement  sure  of  exposure.  The  record  shows 
two  things;  first,  that  Rosecrans  was  incompetent;  second,  that  he  had  nothing  to 
do  either  with  the  plan  for  relief  or  its  execution. 

Your  statement  of  the  case,  fortified  by  the  records  quoted  and  referred  to,  will 
stand  in  history  as  conclusive  proof  that  you  were  the  author  of  the  plan  which  was 
successfully  wrought  out  under  your  direction.  I  had  always  so  understood  it,  and 
was  more  than  surprised  when  you  told  me  at  York  Harbor  that  anybody  had  chal- 
lenged the  truth. 

I  hope  your  health  is  fully  restored. 

Very  sincerely,  yours,  John  Stewart. 


Radom,  Washington'  County,  III.,  June  15,  1SS9. 
Gen.  W.  F.  Smith. 

Dear  General:  Yours  of  the  11th  mstant  with  the  extracts  of  your  letters  came 
safely  to  hand.  They  are  interesting  and  constitute  an  uncontrovertible  proof  of 
your  claim  on  the  plan  of  Browns  Ferry.  I  am  glad  that  you  furnished  me  these 
proofs  at  present;  they  are  timely  for  me,  as  I  am  busying  myself  at  ])resent  in  col- 
lecting all  records  anddatas  for  my  next  volume,  "Missionary  Ridge."  "When  read- 
ing General  "Wilson's  article,  I  noticed  one  remai'k  there  relating  to  you  in  regard  to 
the  Grant  plan  of  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge  by  directing  his  principal  attack 
against  the  north  end  of  the  ridge,  and  intimating  that  you  had  suggested  that  plan, 
stating  as  the  proof  of  it  Van  Horn's  life  of  Thomas.  *  *  * 
I  am.  General,  yours,  sincerely, 

John  B.  Turchin. 


Girard  Building,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  April  18,  1900. 
Gen.  William  Farrar  Smith,  1013  Clinton  street. 

Dear  General:  I  have  gone  over  the  manuscript.  It  seems  to  me  that  you  make 
it  perfectly  plain  from  the  official  record  that  the  relief  of  Chattanooga  by  the  "short 
line"  was  due  to  your  plan,  and  that  this  is  clinched  by  your  personal  statement. 
Your  criticism  of  General  Thomas's  report  is,  I  think,  plainly  and  fairly  stated. 

I  have  one  suggestion  to  make.  The  little  map  accompanying  the  manuscript  does 
not  cover  enough  ground,  and  persons  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  situation  of 
towns  and  mountains  in  the  vicinity  would  fail  to  grasp  the  point  of  many  of  the 
statements.  As  I  went  along  I  made  little  jiencil  memoranda  and  have  helped 
myself  out  by  looking  at  a  volume  of  the  Comte  de  Paris' s  history  of  the  war,  which 
contains  a  map  of  the  country  around  Chattanooga,  including  Bridgeport,  Jasper,  etc. 
I  suggest  that  if  any  more  extensive  circulation  is  desired  to  be  given  to  the  paper  a 
map  covering  a  somewhat  larger  ground  should  accompany  it. 
Very  sincerely,  yours, 

Geo.  Tucker  Bispham, 


916  Pine  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  August  30,  1900. 
My   dear  General  Smith:  I  should  have  returned  these  papers  earlier.     You 
asked  me  two  questions — first,  if  the  argument  was  convincing,  and,  next,  if  it  should 
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be  followed  up.  The  argument  leaves  nothing  to  be  said.  A  weaker  non  sequitur 
than  Duffield's  I  never  saw.  The  issue  is  not  whether  Rosecrans  was  there — we 
all  know  that — but  whether  he  had  any  military  idea  worth  having  when  he  was 
there,  and  on  this  issue  the  affirmative  and  inferential  evidence  is  all  one  way.  I 
am  delighted  to  hear  you  have  your  court  of  inquiry.  I  think  you  already  know 
that  Rhodes  gives  you  the  credit  in  his  history.     He  is  Hanna's  brother-in-law. 

I  have  spoken  of  this  matter  where  I  hoped  it  ^^  ould  do  good.     Let  me  know  if  I 
can  he.  of  any  special  service. 

Yours,  cordially,  Talcott  Williams. 

By  way  of  reminder  that  the  situation  is  not  unknown  to  the  greatest,  I  commend 
you  to  these  two  lines  in  Shakespeare's  Sonnets: 

Art  made  tongue-tied  by  authority, 
And  Folly,  doctor-like,  controlling  skill. 
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United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Netv  York,  X.  Y.,  October  24,  1900. 
Gen.  W.  F.  Smith, 

834  Adams  Street,  Wilmington,  Del. 
Dear  General:  I  have  been  reading  your  papers  as  rai)idly  as  possible,  so  as  to  get 
certain  facts  well  established  in  my  mind  before  the  board  convenes  in  November. 
I  notice  on  page  27  of  your  paper  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Chas.  A.  Dana,  May  22,  1.895, 
in  which  this  expression  is  used:  "I  took  the  mountain  path  on  my  way  to  Bridge- 
port *  *  *  and  somewhere  about  there  you  thougltt  a  position  could  be  found,"  etc. 
Will  you  please  inform  me  why  you  "thought"  so,  and  if  your  "thought"  or 
impression  came  from  a  study  of  the  maps  or  was  the  result  of  a  previous  recon- 
noissance  of  this  part  of  the  river?  Did  you,  in  fact,  ever  reconnoiter  the  river  in  the 
vicinity  of  Brown's  Ferry,  or  below,  before  October  19? 

Very  truly,  G.  L.  Gillespie. 
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1013  Clinton  Street, 
Philadelphia,  October  25,  1900. 

My  dear  General  Gillespie:  I  am  glad  to  get  yours  of  yesterday,  as  it  gives  me 
an  opportunity  of  explaining  some  things,  and  especially  Mr.  Dana's  letter.  When 
I  arrived  at  Chattanooga,  September  30,  or  shortly  after,  in  a  conversation  with  Rose- 
crans  I  told  him  that  he  would  have  to  shorten  his  Hue,  for  he  could  not  support  his 
army  on  the  one  in  use.  He  contradicted  me  so  emphatically,  and  gave  his  issues 
and  receipts,  that  1  merely  said,  "Wait  for  the  autumn  rains."  From  that  day  to  the 
18th  of  October  there  was  iwver  a  word  between  Rosecrans  and  myself  on  that  subject. 
I  wonder  and  have  wondered  at  it  for  some  years  past,  for  I  was  his  chief  of  engi- 
neers, and  took  the  place  much  against  my  own  desires  and  on  the  condition  that  he 
would  make  Brannan  his  chief  of  artillery.  I  had  hard  work  to  get  Brannan  io  take 
the  place,  and  it  was  to  his  disadvantage,  but  without  his  services  our  final  results 
in  November  would,  I  think,  have  been  very  different. 

I  was  hard  at  work  getting  forts  made,  so  that  we  could  leave  a  garrison  to  hold 
the  position  while  the  rest  of  us  fell  back  somewhere. 

From  the  hills  at  Chattanooga,  the  side  of  Raccoon  Mountain  and  its  base  on  the  river 
were  cdways  in  my  sight.  When  I  saw  that  we  could  get  no  provisions  nor  ammuni- 
tion with  which  to  stand  a  siege  I  thought  we  were  gone  unless  we  could  materially 
shorten  our  line,  and  the  idea  came  to  me  that  if  we  could  hold  Raccoon  Mountain 
at  its  base — the  passes  in  the  mountains  with  roads  on  the  top  between  them — that 
we  could  hold  the  river  that  far  and  make  a  depot  on  Williams  Island  which  we 
could  protect  from  artillery,  and  from  there  make  a  short  road  into  Chattanooga. 
Under  that  idea,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th,  I  said  to  Rosecrans  that  I  wished  to 
go  down  the  river  and  see  if  we  could  not  utilize  Williams  Island.  How  much  more 
I  explained  to  him  I  do  not  recollect,  nor  is  it  important.  Rosecrans  said  he  would 
go  with  me,  which  I  did  not  desire,  as  I  had  my  own  way  of  doing  that  sort  of  work, 
and  wished  no  superior  with  me  to  dictate  our  route. 

He  started,  but  wanted  to  go  into  the  hospital,  and  on  my  urgence  as  to  the  time 
required  for  a  careful  examination  he  said,  "I  will  be  out  in  fifteen  minutes."  I 
waited  half  an  hour,  and  then  Mr.  Dana  coming  along,  I  told  him  I  could  wait  no 
longer  and  would  ride  with  him  as  far  as  our  routes  were  the  same.  I  never  had 
reconnoitered  the  lower  river  before,  nor  the  upper  river  in  fact,  and  had  never  studied  the 
maps  in  my  department.  I  was  entirely  occuiiied  with  what  was  in  the  locality  of  my 
work.  Mr.  Dana^s  letter  was  a  little  hazy,  but  I  printed  it  because  of  the  statement 
that  he  and  I  rode  together,  and  that  Rosecrans  was  not  with  us.  My  object  in  mak- 
ing the  trip  was  as  I  have  explained,  and  without  any  other  purpose.  I  examined 
carefully  the  north  end  of  Raccoon  Mountain  and  could  find  no  place  to  seize  and 
hold,  and  turned  back  to  headquarters  very  despondent.  As  I  passed  along  on  my 
way  I  saw  a  battery  to  my  right,  and  as  I  had  not  known  of  its  existence  or  object  I 
went  there  to  learn  about  it.  In  answer  to  my  inquiry  the  captain  said  the  battery 
was  there  to  prevent  a  crossing  at  Browns  Ferry,  and  that  icas  the  first  I  ever  heard  of 
Browns  Ferry.  On  looking  at  the  opposite  shore  and  being  told  by  the  captain  that 
there  Avas  an  entente  cordiale  between  the  pickets,  I  went  down  to  the  shore  and 
remained  there  making  a  thorough  examination  of  the  opposite  hills,  the  gorge 
through  which  ran  the  road,  the  position  and  distance  to  the  reserve  of  the  pickets 
and  also  to  the  brigade  there  in  the  valley. 

I  think  I  reached  there  about  3  o'clock  and  stayed  as  long  as  I  could  see  anything. 

Rosecrans,  as  he  states,  reached  headquarters  about  sunset.  Had  he  been  there 
before  me  he  must  have  been  home  earlier.  He  was  not  there  while  I  was  there,  and 
he  could  not  have  gone  along  the  river  from  Moccasin  Point  as  the  whole  bank  was 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  pickets.  His  testimony  which  you  have  is  clear  as  to 
the  places  he  had  selected,  and  as  that  was  given  only  two  years  after  the  event  in 
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question,  I  don't  see  how  Duffield  can  ignore  that  without  a  serious  impeachment  of 
his  own  witness. 

I  have  written  more  than  you  asked  but  I  think  I  have  answered  all  your  questions 
directly  or  indirectly,  and  I  hope  have  not  wearied  you  past  forgiveness. 

I  am  going  to  Hartford  on  the  7th  proximo  to  see  General  Franklin  who  is  in  bad 
health,  and  am  to  go  on  the  9th  to  see  Mr.  Ehodes,  the  historian,  on  a  matter  of  his- 
tory in  another  field. 

I  hope,  therefore,  if  I  should  be  wanted  before  your  board  that  yo.»  t.iII  not  meet 
before  the  loth  of  November  as  I  should  like  to  keep  ■  its  which  have 

been  postponed  by  reason  of  a  bad  cold,  which  houseu  ._^'iora  week.     Ex-Senator 
Higgins  will  have  a  paper  to  hand  in  and  of  course  I  should  expect  the  privilege  of 
answering  any  paper  that  may  be  put  in  by  the  opposition,  though  I  think  the  record 
and  Eosecrans  testimony  are  all  that  I  require. 
Yours,  sincerely, 


"Wm.  F.  Smith. 


Gen.  George  L.  Gillespie,  Xeiv  York  City. 


1013  Clixton  Street, 
Philadelphia,  December  29,  1900. 

Dear  General  Gillespie:  I  have  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  and  will  do  my 
best  at  answering  your  questions.  My  route  from  where  I  parted  from  Air.  Dana,  at 
the  forks  of  the  road  about  opposite  the  lower  end  of  Williams  Island,  was  all  in  open 
gromid.  After  getting  above  the  island,  having  carefully  examined  the  base  of  Rac- 
coon Mountain  for  a  position  for  a  lodgment  there  which  could  be  held,  I  bore  to  the 
left  to  take  the  road  to  headquarters,  when  I  espied  on  my  right  front  the  battery, 
into  which  I  rode  from  pure  curiosity  to  find  out  why  it  was  there.  My  impression 
is  that  it  was  on  the  same  level — the  valley  land  of  the  river,  over  which  I  had  trav- 
eled after  parting  from  Mr.  Dana.  I  should  think  the  height  above  the  shingle  of 
the  river  shore  might  have  been  20  feet — perhaps  a  little  more,  perhaps  less. 

The  guns  were  directly  opposite  the  gorge  through  which  ran  the  road,  and  com- 
manded the  road  near  the  river  entirely.  A  road  from  our  side  (right  bank)  led 
down  to  the  river,  and  I  should  say  the  bank  on  our  side  had  been  cut  down  and  did 
not  run  through  a  natural  gorge.  The  shingle  shore  on  the  river  bank  was  about  20 
to  25  feet  wide  at  that  stage  of  the  river.  The  battery  was  a  Tennessee  volunteer 
battery,  and  was  one  of  a  kind  of  brigade  of  Tennessee  volunteer  batteries,  com- 
manded, I  think,  by  Colonel  Stokes,  a  graduate  of  '35.  In  volume  54  (serial  num- 
ber), page  83,  accompanying  Hazen's  report,  is  a  fair  sketch  of  the  locality.  I  should 
say  the  road  on  the  right  bank  came  to  the  water  a  little  above  the  gorge.  I  think 
my  position  on  the  shore  was  a  little  above  the  road  on  the  other  side,  but  Hazen 
puts  it  directly  opposite,  and  so  does  the  map  in  the  pamphlet  I  sent  you.  That  is 
a  photograph  of  a  Geological  Bureau  survey  or  a  photograph  of  a  copy  I  had  made 
from  a  sheet  of  the  Geological  Bureau  survey,  I  do  not  recollect  now  which.  If  it  is 
a  copy,  the  details  of  the  altitude  curves  can  not  be  depended  upon.  My  map  gives 
open,  flat  country  from  below  Williams  Island  to  Browns  Ferry,  as  I  have  described 
from  memory.  The  battery  could  not  have  been  75  feet  from  the  water  on  a  hori- 
zontal line  during  our  operations.  I  do  not  know  where  Strikers  Ridge  is,  as  I  had 
never  heard  the  name.  It  may  be  on  Merrill's  map  of  September  8,  1863,  a  copy  of 
which  I  think  was  attached  to  my  pamphlet  and  called  there  Stringer's  spring,  which 
may  be  our  Strilrrs  Ridge. 

The  battery  had  support,  as  Whittaker  had  a  brigade  in  that  vicinity. 

I  think  I  have  answered  all  your  questions. 
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If  you  have  Hazen's  Narrative  of  Service,  Ticknor  &  Co.,  1885,  you  will  find 
Hazen's  map  and  story  on  page  156  et  seq. 

Yours,  sincerely,  '  Wm.  F.  Smith. 

If  you  wish  Hazen's  book  I  will  send  it  to  you.  Turchin,  commanding  Second 
Brigade  under  me,  in  at  Eadom,  Washington  County,  111.  He  may  give  you  some 
details;  J.  B.  Turchin. 

Your  W.  F.  S. 


'  there  icas  ',     n 

■-,,..  f^  AViLMiXGTox,  Del.,  SeptembeY  21,  1900. 

Maj.  Gen.  Johx  R.  Brooke, 

Department  of  the  East,  Governors  Island,  Xeic  Tor!:. 
My  dear  General  :  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  Ijeing  in  micertain  health,  has  requested 
me  to  represent  him  before  the  board,  of  which  you  are  the  president,  appointed  by 
tlie  Secretary  of  War  to  consider,  investigate,  and  report  upon  the  claim  of  General 
Smith  that  the  legend  of  the  atlas  of  the  Chattanooga  and  Chickamauga  National 
Park  Commission  as  to  who  devised  the  plan  for  the  recovery  of  Lookout  Valley  of 
the  Chattanooga  campaign  is  incorrect. 

Will  you  kindly  let  me  know,  as  near  as  you  can,  upon  what  date  the  board  will 
want  to  meet  and  receive  comumnications  from  the  parties  interested,  and  oblige? 
Very  truly,  yours, 

AXTHOXY    HiGGIXS. 


Headquarters,  Department  of  the  East, 

Governors  Island,  Neiv  York,  September  S7,  1900. 

Hon.  AXTHOXY   HiGGIXS, 

834  Market  Street,  Wdmington,  Del. 
My  dear  3Ir.  Higgins:  Your  note  of  the  21st  instant  received  on  my  return  from 
an  absence,  and  in  reply  to  it  would  say  that  we  have  a  letter  of  General  Smith  which 
seems  to  point  out  his  objections  to  the  present  "legend"  you  refer  to. 

The  board  to  which  has  been  referred  this  subject  will  not  be  able  to  meet  until 
some  time  in  November,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  matters.     I  will  inform  you 
in  time  as  to  the  date  of  this  meeting.      In  the  meantime  any  communications 
addressed  to  me  on  the  subject  will  be  laid  before  the  board  when  it  does  meet. 
I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

Johx  R.  Brooke. 


United  States  Exgixeer  Office, 

Wilmington,  Del.,  September  28,  1900. 
Maj.  Gen.  Johx  R.  Brooke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic, 

Governors  Island,  Xeiv  York. 
Gexeral:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  I  may  be  furnished  with  a  list  of  the 
papers  forwarded  by  the  War  Department  to  you  as  president  of  the  board  for  the 
consideration  of  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  legend  published  by  the  Chickamauga 
National  Park  Commission,  which  states  that  the  plan  for  the  occupation  of  the 
position  at  Browns  Ferry  was  devised  by  General  Rosecrans. 

I  make  this  request  because  I  have  some  papers  forwarded  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment pertaining  to  the  case  and  do  not  know  if  they  are  originals  or  whether  the 
originals  are  in  the  possession  of  the  board.  If  such  be  the  fact,  I  shall  not  consider 
it  necessary  to  burden  your  records  with  duplicates.  ^ly  address  is  1013  Clinton 
street,  Philadelphia. 

Very  respectf-ully,  Wm.  F.  Smith, 

Brevet  Major-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
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Headquarters,  Department  of  the  East, 

Governors  Island,  New  York,  September  29,  1900. 
Geu.  W.  F.  Smith, 

1013  Clinton  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
General:  Ifi  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant  I  would  state  that  the  only 
paper  received  from  the  War  Department  thus  far  is  your  letter  commenting  on  the 
report  of  General  Duffield,  of  Detroit.  The  chairman  of  the  Chickamauga  National 
Park  Commission  has  written  that  he  will  submit  certain  papers  in  connection  with 
the  matter,  but  they  have  not  yet  been  received. 

I  think  (jeneral  Gillespie  has  informed  you  that  it  will  be  impracticable  to  take  up 
the  matter  until  some  time  in  November,  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  is  very  much 
engaged  in  official  matters  which  will  prevent  his  giving  the  time  and  attention  to  it 
which  he  desires  to  give.  I  am  very  much  in  the  same  fix  myself.  I  can  not  but 
assume  that  the  War  Department  will  furnish  such  information  as  it  may  have  on  file, 
but  which  has  not  yet  been  asked  for  because  the  board  has  not  been  able  to  go  into 
the  matter. 

Very  respectfully,  John  R.  Brooke, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters,  Department  of  the  East, 

Governors  Island,  Xew  York,  JVovember  26,  1900. 

General:  As  I  have  already  written  you  about  the  meeting  of  the  board  which 

has  the  papers  in  your  protest  against  the  action  of  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga 

National  Park  Commission,  fixing  some  time  in  the  latter  part  of  November,  I  would 

now  inform  you  that  General  Gillespie  having  been  ordered  suddenly  to  Porto  Rico 

on  certain  duties  and  as  he  has  departed,  the  board  will  not  be  able  to  meet  until  his 

return.     Just  as  soon  as  the  date  of  meeting  is  fixed  I  will  mform  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

John  R.  Brooke, 

Major-General. 
Gen.  William  F.  Smith, 

824  Adams  street,  Wilmington,  Del. 


CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  HON.  ANTHONY  HIGGINS,   COUNSEL  FOR  GENERAL 

SMITH. 

Headquarters,  Department  of  the  East, 

Governors  Island,  New  York,  December  3,  1900. 
Hon.  Anthony  Higgins, 

834  Market  street,  Wilmington,  Del. 
Dear  Sir:  In  the  matter  of  your  appearing  before  our  board  in  the  case  of  Gen. 
W.  F.  Smith,  I  would  ask  if  you  propose  to  submit  any  argument,  and,  if  so,  whether 
or  not  you  can  furnish  a  copy  of  that  argument  to  the  chairman  of  the  Chickamauga 
and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission,  which  has  its  office  in  the  AVar  Depart- 
ment, Washington,  so  that  the  commission  may  have  an  opportunity  to  make  such 
written  reply  as  they  may  see  proper? 

I  have  informed  General  Smith  of  the  necessary  postponement  of  the  consideration 
of  this  matter  owing  to  the  absence  of  General  Gillespie  in  Porto  Rico.     On  his 
return  I  will  inform  you  as  to  the  time  when  the  board  will  take  up  the  case. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Joh>'  R.  Brooke, 

Major- General 
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Wilmington,  Del.,  December  6,  1900. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Brooke, 

(jovernors  Island,  New  York  Citij,  X  }'. 
My  dear  General:  I  have  your  letter  of  the  od  instant  asking  for  a  copy  of  my 
argument  before  your  board,  so  that  it  might  be  submitted  to  the  chairman  of  the 
park  commissioners.  I  have  not  yet  completed  the  preparation  of  my  paper,  hav- 
ing been  interrupted  by  i^rofessional  business,  but  hope  to  get  it  done  soon.  How- 
ever, I  have  been  intending  to  write  to  you  to  inquire  if  I  could  have  a  copy  of  any 
paper  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  park  commissioners.  Would  you  kindly  let  me 
know  if  they  have  presented  any  written  argument;  and  if  so,  whether  T  can  have  a 
copy  of  it? 

Very  truly,  yours,  Anthony  Higgins 


December  7,  1900. 
My  dear  Mr.  Higgins:  I  have  yours  of  the  6th  instant,  and  in  reply  would  say 
that  the  park  commissioners  have  not  submitted  any  paper  in  regard  to  the  matter, 
and,  so  far  as  I  know,  do  not  propose  to  argue  the  case,  pending,  of  course,  on  what 
you  may  Have  to  say.  If  they  should  submit  any  argument,  I  shall  certainly  send 
you  a  copy  of  it. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours,  John  R.  Brooke, 

Major-  General. 
Hon.  Anthony  Higgins, 

834  Market  street,  Wilmington,  Del. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  East, 
Governors  Island,  New  York,  January  7,  1901. 
Hon.  Anthony  Higgins, 

834  Market  Street,  Wilmington,  Del. 
Dear  Sir:  The  board  of  officers  in  the  case  of  General  Smith  will  meet  at  my 
headquarters  on  Wednesday,  the  9th  instant,  at  10  o'clock.     Any  communication 
that  you  may  have  to  make  to  them,  either  in  writing  or  in  person,  will  be  consid- 
ered at  that  time. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours,  John  R.  Brooke, 

Major-  General. 


Wilmington,  Del.,  January  8,  1901. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke, 

Department  of  the  East,  Governors  Island,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  is  received,  informing  me  that  the  board 
of  officers  in  the  case  of  General  Smith  will  meet  at  your  headquarters  on  Wednes- 
day, the  9th  instant,  at  10  o'clock,  and  that  any  communication  that  I  may  have  to 
make  to  them,  either  in  person  or  in  writing,  will  be  considered  at  that  time.  I 
beg  herewith  to  hand  you  a  communication  in  writing  that  I  have  prepared  on  behalf 
of  General  Smith,  and  beg  to  state  that  I  will  endeavor  to  appear  in  person  at  the 
hour  named. 

I  must  apologize  for  the  haste  with  which  the  latter  i)art  of  my  jiajjcr  has  l)eeii 
prepared,  as  it  has  been  done  to-day  since  the  receipt  of  your  letter. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Anthony  Higgins. 
20002—01 12 
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COUNSEL  HIGGINS'S  FIRST  BRIEF. 

Wilmington,  Del., , . 

To  Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke,  Col.  George  L.  Gillespie,  Col.  Michael  V.  Sheri- 
dan, constituting  the  board  of  officers  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  on  August 
23,  1900,  to  consider,  investigate,  and  report  upon  the  claim  made  by  Gen.  Wil- 
liam F.  Smith  that  the  legend  of  the  atlas  of  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga 
National  Park  Commission  which  declares  that  "at  daylight  of  October  27  the 
river  line  of  the  communication  with  Bridgeport  was  opened  by  the  execution  of 
a  plan  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley  devised  hy  General  Rosecrans  "  ^  is  incorrect, 
and  that  General  Smith  conceived  the  plan  mentioned. 

Gentlemen:  At  the  request  of  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  and  upon  his  behalf,  I  beg  leave 
to  submit  to  you  some  observations  upon  the  matters  presented  for  your  decision  by 
the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Was  the  plan  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley,  by  the  execution  of  which,  at  day- 
light of  October  27,  1863,  the  river  line  of  communication  with  Bridgeport  was 
opened,  devised  by  General  Rosecrans  or  ])y  General  Smith? 

The  case  comes  before  the  board  by  way  of  appeal  from  the  finding  of  Gen.  H.  ]\I. 
Duffield,  the  historian  of  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  Park  Commission,  to 
whom  it  was  referred  for  consideration  and  report  by  General  Alger,  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

General  Duffield' s  conclusion  is  "that  both  General  Smith  and  General  Rosecrans 
on  October  19  visited  the  place  where  the  bridge  was  thrown,  but  not  both  together, 
and  t]iat  each  selected  it  as  the  proper  ])lace  for  the  bridge,  and  that  there  was  'no  error 
in,  and  no  injustice  intended  or  done  to  General  Smith  by,  the  legend  in  question.'  " 
I  feel  that  an  apology  is  almost  demanded  of  me  in  saying  anything  to  the  board, 
because  the  subject  has  been  treated  by  General  Smith  himself  in  a  way  so  exhaust- 
ive, logical,-  lucid,  and  conclusive  in  the  two  papers  which  he  will  present  to  the 
board,  namely,  his  pamphlet  entitled  "The  Reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River  near 
Chattanooga,  October,  1863,"  and  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  March,  1900, 
in  reply  to  the  report  of  General  Duffield. 

I  find  no  letter,  order,  telegram,  or  other  evidence  contained  in  the  official  record 
that  has  not  been  iuchided  in  his  discussion,  and  his  ])resentation  of  the  matter  prac- 
tically leaves  nothing  new  to  be  said.  The  most  I  can  hope  to  do  is  to  endeavor  to 
reduce  the  area  of  the  dispute  to  its  narrowest  limits  and  to  submit  some  observations 
thereon. 

At  the  outset,  then,  it  is  admitted  that  General  Rosecrans  realized  tlie  importance 
and,  indeed,  the  necessity  of  recovering  the  short  line  from  Bridgeport  to  Chatta- 
nooga. Just  when  he  first  appreciated  its  vital  character  is  a  question,  in  view  of  his 
abandonment  of  Lookout  ^Mountain  to  the  Confederates,  against  the  protests  of  Gen- 
erals Granger  and  Garfield,  according  to  the  dispatch  of  Mr.  Dana  of  October  12 
(O.  R.,  vol.  30,  pt.  1,  p.  215),  who  says: 

But  the  same  military  error  which  gave  the  enemy  control  of  the  south  shore 
between  here  and  Bridgeport,  and  which  is  illustrated  by  the  stoppage  of  our  trains 
by  sharpshooters,  deprives  us  of  the  power  of  using  the  railroad  between  here  and 
Bridgeport.  That  error  is  the  abandonment  of  Lookout  IMountain  to  the  rebels. 
Immediately  after  the  retreat  to  Chattanooga  Rosecrans  ordered  the  withdrawal  of 
Spear's  brigade,  which  held  the  head  of  the  mountain,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
wagon  road  which  winds  along  its  side  at  al)out  one-third  of  its  height  and  connects 
the  valleys  of  Chattanooga  and  Lookout.  Both  Granger  and  Garfield  earnestly  pro- 
tested against  this  order,  and  contended  that  the  mountain  and  the  road  could  be  held 
by  not  more  than  seven  regiments  against  the  whole  powef  of  the  enemy,  whether 
he  should  attack  from  below  or,  passing  up  Stevens  Gap,  make  his  approach  by  the 
road  extending  longitudinally  upon  the  crest. 

'  Italics  throughout  by  Mr.  Higgins. 
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This  abandonment  of  Lookout  Mountain  carried  with  it  the  loss  of  Lookout  Valley 
and  the  short  road  from  Chattanooga  to  Bridgeport,  and  involved  the  necessity  of 
relying  upon  the  long  wagon  route  by  way  of  Waldens  Ridge,  by  which  route  Rose- 
crans  ordered  his  supplies  on  September  24. 

On  September  30  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
began  arriving  at  Nashville  on  their  way  to  Bridgeport,  and,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry 
from  Colonel  Hodges,  his  chief  quartermaster  at  Nashville,  "as  to  where  the  troops 
now  coming  in  will  be  for  the  present,"  General  Rosecraus  rei:)Iied  (0.  R.,  vol.  30, 
pt.  3,p.  947): 

The  troops  coming  in  will  operate  on  the  Lookout  Valley  line,  unless  called  north- 
ward. 

As  early  as  September  24  Rosecrans  telegraphed  Halleck: 

Please  send  the  infantry  by  brigades  as  fast  as  possible.  Let  the  artillery  follow  at 
leisure.  The  great  point  is  to  have  troops  at  Stevenson  and  Bridgeport  to  secure  those 
points  and  the  railroad.  We  can  hold  this  point  if  we  can  keeji  up  communication 
and  supplies.     (0.  R.,  vol.  30,  pt.  3,  p.  812. ) 

On  October  1  Rosecrans  ordered  Hooker  at  Bridgeport  to  "put  down  a  pontoon 
bridge  and  make  immediate  preparations  for  crossing  your  command  at  that  point; 
the  remaining  boats  will  be  held  in  readiness  for  shii^ment  uj)  the  river. "  (O.  R., 
vol.  30,  pt.  4,  p.  24. )  On  October  4  he  renewed  the  order  to  Hooker  to  put  "the 
pontoon  bridge  in  order  so  as  to  be  ready  for  crossing  the  river,"  and  "to  station 
sufficient  detachments  along  the  railroad  between  Nashville  and  Bridgeport  as  will 
secure  our  communication  against  cavalry  raids.  Heavy  force  of  rebel  cavalry  struck 
McMinnville  yesterday  and  will  doubtless  try  to  strike  the  railroad  at  Elk  River  and 
between  there  and  Nashville."     (Id.,  89.) 

On  October  7  the  dependence  of  the  army  upon  the  long  route  had  begun  to  pinch, 
and  Rosecrans  ordered  Hooker  to  make  details  "  to  put  the  wagon  road  from  Bridge- 
port to  Jasper  in  good  condition.  A  large  part  of  our  supplies  must  for  the  present 
be  brought  over  that  route,  and  the  road  must  be  made  good  against  the  rainy  sea- 
son."    (Id.,  159.) 

By  October  12  the  diversion  caused  by  Wheeler's  raid  was  over,  the  difficulties  and 
perils  from  the  long  route  were  growing  more  and  more  pressing,  and  Rosecrans 
reverted  to  shortening  it  by  asking  Hooker: 

Can  you  have  a  column  of  one  division  to  move  up  to  Shellmound  and  push  an 
advance  brigade  to  Whitesides?  They  can  take  ten  davs'  rations  in  haversack  and 
knapsack.     (Id.,  322.) 

To  this  Hooker  replied  that  he  could  with  infantry  only,  but  not  with  artillery,  for 
want  of  horses,  to  which  Rosecrans  in  turn  replied  the  same  day:    . 

I  will  delay  the  order  until  your  batteries  are  ready.  Hasten  their  preparation 
and  report  when  ready.  The  object  is  to  get  possession  of  the  line  of  the  river  up  to  this 
place.     (Id. ) 

Here  we  have  the  definite  statement  by  Rosecrans  of  his  object  in  the  movement. 
Further  evidence  of  this  appears  in  the  dispatch  of  Mr.  Dana  of  October  14,  two 
days  later  (O.R.,  vol.  30,  pt.  1,  216): 

The  necessity  of  opening  the  river  being  thus  imperative,  General  Rosecrans  has 
ordered  Hooker  to  concentrate  his  troops  preparatory  to  seizing  the  passes  of  Raccoon 

3/o(fntoMi  and  occupying  Shellmound,  and,  if  possible,  Lookout  Valley. 

« 

The  state  of  mind  of  Rosecrans  next  appears  in  Mr.  Dana's  dispatch  of  the  16th 
(id.,  219): 

I  have  just  had  a  full  conversation  with  General  Rosecrans  upon  the  situation. 
He  says  the  possession  of  the  river,  as  far  up  as  the  head  of  AVilliams  Island  at  least, 
is  a  sine  qua  non  to  the  holding  of  Chattanooga,  but  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  to 
make  any  movement  toward  gaining  such  possession  until  General  Hooker's  troops 
are  concentrated  and  his  transportation  gets  up.     Hooker's  troops  are  now  scattered 
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along  the  line  of  the  railroad  and  can  not  be  got  together  before  next  Wednesday. 
The  wagons  must  all  have  arrived  by  that  time,  and,  if  the  enemy  does  not  interfere 
sooner,  the  movement  upon  Raccoon  Mountain  and  Lookout  Valley  may  then  be 
attempted.  Rosecrans,  however,  expects  that,  as  soon  as  the  weather  will  allow,  the 
enemy  will  cross  the  river  in  force  on  our  left,  and  then  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to 
fight  a  battle  or  else  to  retreat  from  here  and  attempt  to  hold  the  line  of  the  Cum- 
berland Mountains. 

At  last  Rosecrans  indicates  Williams  Island  as  a  point  from  which  a  route  from 
Chattanooga  to  Bridgeport  may  be  opened,  and  the  report  of  General  Smith,  of 
November  4,  of  the  capture  of  Browns  Ferry  (0.  R.,  vol.  31,  pt.  1,  p.  77)  states: 

On  the  19th  of  October  I  was  instructed  by  General  Rosecrans  to  reconnoiter  the 
river  in  the  vicinity  of  Williams  Island,  with  a  view  of  making  the  island  a  cover  for 
a  steamboat  landing  and  storehouses,  and  began  the  examination  near  the  lower  end 
of  the  island. 

The  same  day  General  Thomas  was  notified  by  Captain  Thorns,  aid  de  camp: 

The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  notify  you  that  he  had  started  to  recon- 
noiter the  other  side  of  the  river  and  probably  would  be  gone  some  hours.  He 
wishes  you  to  take  command  in  the  meantime.     (O.  R.,  vol.  30,  pt.  4,  p.  480.) 

The  record,  which  I  think  I  have  now  quoted  in  full,  therefore,  makes  clear  that 
from  the  time  of  his  being  informed  of  the  reenforcement  ])y  Hooker's  command 
General  Rosecrans  contemplated  using  it  in  the  opening  in  some  way  of  the  line  from 
Bridgeport  to  Chattanooga. 

It  is  equally  clear  that  during  all  that  time  he  never  reached  any  conclusion  as  to 
how  he  could  accomplish  this  object.  I  will  not  weary  the  patience  of  the  board  by 
dwelling  upon  the  grave  peril  in  which  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  stood  if  this 
route  was  not  opened.  It  sufficiently  appears  by  a  single  paragraph  from  the  dispatch 
of  Mr.  Dana  of  October  18  (0.  R.,  vol.  30,  pt.  1,  p.  221) : 

I  rode  through  the  camp  yesterday  and  can  testify  that  my  previous  reports  respect- 
ing the  starvation  of  the  battery  horses  were  not  exaggerated.  A  few  days  more 
and  most  of  them  will  be  dead.  If  the  effort  which  Rosecrans  intends  to  make  to 
open  the  river  should  be  futile,  the  immediate  retreat  of  this  army  will  follow.  It 
does  not  seem  possible  to  hold  out  here  another  week  without  a  new  avenue  of 
supplies. 

Of  course,  in  this  dire  extremity,  if  General  Rosecrans  had  had  any  plan  conceived 
in  his  mind  of  connecting  with  Hooker  he  would  have  informed  Dana  and  Halleck, 
and  would  have  taken  the  promptest  steps  to  put  it  into  execution. 

On  the  contrary,  however,  he  actually  contemplated  withdrawing  Hooker  from 
Bridgeport  and  placing  him  on  the  left  of  the  army  at  Chattanooga,  in  which  quarter 
he  was  constantly  apprehensive  he  would  be  attacked  by  Bragg.  On  October  16  he 
says  to  Halleck  (0.  R.,  vol.  30,  pt.  4,  p.  414): 

Evidence  increases  that  the  enemy  intend  a  desperate  effort  to  destroy  this  army. 
They  are  bringing  up  troops  to  our  front.  They  have  prepared  pontoons  and  imll 
probably  operate  on  our  left  flank,  either  to  cross  the  river  and  force  us  to  quit  this  place 
and  fight  them  or  lose  our  communication. 

And  on  the  next  day,  the  17th,  he  says  to  Hooker  (id.,  p.  446): 

If  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  cross  the  Tennessee  in  force  above  us  H  will  be  nec- 
essary for  your  force  to  come  up.  The  general  commanding  directs  you  to  make  such 
preliminary  preparations  as  will  enable  you  to  move  promptly  and  effectually.  To 
this  end,  the  Twelfth  Corps  ought  to  be  as  far  down  as  is  consistent  with  the  protec- 
tion of  the  exposed  points  of  the  railroads. 

Of  course,  to  have  moved  Hooker's  force  to  the  left  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
at  Chattanooga  would  have  been  an  abandonment  of  all  effort  to  regain  control  of 
the  short  line,  and  that,  too,  for  a  length  of  time  within  which  that  army  would 
have  been  compelled  by  starvation  to  abandon  Chattanooga  and  take  its  chances  of 
safety  in  retreat. 
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For  General  Eosecrans  to  have  thus  contemplated  ordering  Hooker  away  from 
Bridgeport  to  a  point  al)Ove  Chattanooga  is  conclusive  evidence  that  when  he  made 
the  order  he  saw  no  way  whatever  to  the  opening  of  the  line  to  Bridgeport. 

But  more  explicit  evidence  to  the  same  point,  and,  if  possible,  more  conclusive,  is 
his  letter  to  Hooker  of  October  18  (id.,  467),  where  he  says: 

It  will  be  necessary  to  make  extraordinary  efforts  to  get  the  road  passable  from 
Bridgeport  to  Jasper;  also  \o  have  rations  thrown  into  Stevenson  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible.    It  will  require  almost  sniierhuman  efforts  to  sustain  us  here. 

That  steamboat  nmst  be  got  ready  so  that  we  can  freight  to  Shellmound,  and  thus 
shorten  our  wagon  trans])ortati(jn.  This  will  require  us  to  hold  both  sides  of  the 
river  and  fortify,  but  make  our  depot  on  this  side.  I  must  confide  the  pushing  up 
of  the  repairs  to  the  wagon  roads  and  seeing  that  our  supplies  are  brought  forward  to 
your  care,  as  the  remoteness  of  our  position  and  the  necessity  of  the  active  authority 
and  intervention  of  officers  of  high  rank  are  absolutely  necessary  to  the  preservation 
of  our  army. 

Nothing  of  the  short  line  here;  nothing  but  the  long  route.  Desperation  was  before 
the  General.  "7i!  irill  require  almost  siq)erlm)ntin  efforts  to  sustain  us  here.  It  will  be 
necessary  to  make  extraordinary  efforts  to  get  the  road  passable  from  Bridgeport  to 
Jasper."  Wagon  transportation  must  be  shortened  by  freighting  by  steamboat  to 
Shellmound,  when  both  sides  of  the  river  must  be  fortified,  and  the  preservation  of  the 
army  rests  upon  the  intervention  of  officers  of  high  rank  to  push  up  repairs  of  the 
wagon  roads  and  bring  forward  supplies.  Clearly  General  Rosecrans  had  not  yet 
"devised"  the  plan  of  opening  the  short  line  by  seizing  Browns  Ferry. 

We  are  thus  brought  to  the  19th  of  October  and  to  the  separate  and  distinct  recon- 
noissances  made  on  that  day  by  General  Rosecrans  and  by  General  Smith.  The 
two  started  out  together,  but  separated  at  the  door  of  the  hospital,  not  to  meet  again 
during  the  few  hours  General  Rosecrans  was  to  remain  in  command  of  that  army,  if, 
indeed,  they  ever  after  met  in  life.  Mr.  Dana  riding  along  as  he  was  starting  on  his 
way  to  Nashville,  and  General  Smith,  feeling  that  the  long  day's  work  before  him 
did  not  justify  him  in  longer  waiting  for  General  Rosecrans,  joined  Mr.  Dana  and 
rode  on  with  him  until  their  paths  parted,  and  then  proceeded  on  to  the  lower  end 
of  Williams  Island.  From  that  point  up  to  Browns  Ferry  he  made  his  reconnoissance. 
Whatever  may  be  the  evidence  of  the  results  of  the  separate  reconnoissance  made  by 
Rosecrans,  General  Smith  is  the  only  witness  as  to  what  he  did  and  saw,  and  how  he 
came  to  perceive,  ascertain,  comprehend,  and  realize  the  strategic  importance  and 
value  of  Browns  Ferry.  He  tells  us  that  it  was  by  but  an  accident  he  discovered  it 
at  all.  He  had  completed  his  task  and  was  aVjout  turning  to  ride  back  to  Chattanooga 
W'hen  he  perceived  a  battery  overlooking  and  commanding  the  river  at  that  point. 
Riding  up  to  the  battery  and  asking  why  they  were  stationed  there,  he  was  informed 
it  was  to  command  Browns  Ferry.  He  also  learned  that  a  friendly  arrangement 
existed  between  the  troops  of  the  battery  and  the  Confederate  pickets  by  which 
uueither  fired  on  the  other  when  they  might  go  to  the  river's  edge. 

It  is  of  further  interest  to  V)ear  in  mind  that  General  Smith  was  not  only  an  officer 
of  engineers,  but  that  he  had  been  an  ofticer  of  the  topographical  engineers  dnring 
the  long  period  of  his  service  prior  to  the  ci\'il  war.  It  thus  fell  out  that  he,  on  this 
momentous  quest,  could,  without  peril  from  Confederate  bullets  or  fear  of  his  object 
being  suspected  by  the  enemy,  deliberately  sit  by  the  river  ]:)ank  for  an  hour  and 
more,  and,  with  practiced  eye  and  trained  intelligence  and  judgment,  view,  inspect, 
and  study  the  topography  and  lay  of  the  land  on  the  rebel  side  of  the  river.  With- 
out such  a  deliberate  survey  and  inspection  an  observer  not  theretofore  familiar  with 
it  could  hardly  have  observed  or  taken  in  the  strategic  facts  of  the  situation  as  they 
existed  on  the  far  side.  Arid  upon  these  facts  being  comprehended  by  its  com- 
mander rested  the  future  if  not  the  fate  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

When,  on  October  29,  Hooker's  forces  were  in  restored  comnmnication  with  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  that  army  freed  from  peril,  the  problem  of  achieving 
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its  rescue  had  by  its  successful  solution  been  made  plain  to  everybody.  But  up  to 
the  time  of  the  solution  it  was  simply  inscrutable  to  everybody  excepting  those  to 
whom  had  been  confided  the  plan  by  which  it  was  accomplished.  With  Lookout 
Valley  in  our  possession  and  in  short  and  easy  communication  on  the  interior  line 
over  the  Browns  Ferry  bridge  with  the  army  at  Chattanooga,  with  that  army  saved 
from  certain  flight  and  possible  destruction  by  supplies  rushing  in  from  Nashville  by 
way  of  Bridgeport,  the  puzzle  was  solved  to  the  comprehension  of  the  meanest 
intelligence.  Every  teamster  saw  that  the  Lookout  Valley  line  to  Bridgeport  was 
the  key  to  saving  the  army  at  Chattanooga,  and  that  the  possession  of  Browns  Ferry 
was  the  key  to  both  seizing  and  holding  the  Lookout  Valley  line. 

Had  Hooker  crossed  the  river  at  Bridgeport  on  October  1,  or  if,  on  the  12th,  after 
Wheeler's  raid  was  over,  having  artillery  in  condition,  he  had  advanced  to  Shell- 
mound  and  Whiteside,  either  movement  would  have  been  calamitous  to  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland  if  it  had  led  Bragg  to  occupy  Lookout  Valley  in  force,  thereby 
not  only  interposing  his  army  between  those  of  Hooker  and  Rosecrans,  but  what,  if 
possible,  would  have  been  more  important,  holding  the  southern  side  of  the  river  at 
Browns  Ferry  impregnable  against  being  captured  in  the  way  it  afterwards  was. 
With  Browns  Ferry  in  Bragg' s  hands,  Hooker,  advancing  upon  Lookout  Valley,  would 
have  had  to  fight  practically  the  whole  of  Bragg' s  army,  and  with  no  object  to  be 
accomplished  by  this  movement,  since  he  could  not  connect  with  Eosecrans.  A 
shortening  of  the  long  route  by  Waldens  Ridge  was  all  that  could  be  accomplished 
by  his  advance  to  Shellmound.  Only  by  Rosecrans's  seizure  of  Browns  Ferry, 
which  Bragg  had  fatuously  left  unguarded,  except  by  a  picket  force,  and  the  simul- 
taneous advance  by  Hooker  through  the  passes  of  Raccoon  Mountain  and  entering 
Lookout  Valley,  could  the  vital  communication  between  our  two  armies  be  made. 
On  the  other  hand,  had  Bragg,  after  we  had  seized  and  fortified  Browns  Ferry  on 
the  southern  side,  advanced  into  Lookout  Valley  and  the  Raccoon  passes,  he  would 
have  been  open  to  an  attack  upon  his  flank  and  rear  by  Rosecrans's  entire  army, 
except  such  of  it  as  was  needed  to  hold  his  fortified  lines  in  front  of  Chattanooga. 

When,  therefore,  Rosecrans  ordered  Hooker  to  cross  the  river  on  October  1,  and 
to  advance  to  Shellmound  on  the  12th,  he  did  not  contemplate  seizing  Browns  Ferry 
as  a  part  of  the  movement,  and  in  the  end  for  that  reason  it  was  abandoned.  This  is 
further  shown  by  Rosecrans's  hopeless  dispatch  to  Halleck  of  the  16th,  and  by  his 
order  to  Hooker  of  the  17th  to  be  prepared  to  move  his  army  away  from  Bridgeport 
to  the  left  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  above  Chattanooga  in  case  Bragg  attacked 
our  left;  or  if  Bragg  made  no  attack,  then  to  help  open  the  river;  though  no  move- 
ment to  the  latter  end  was  to  be  made  until  Sherman  should  come  in  from  Hunts- 
ville,  and  Sherman's  advance  did  not  reach  Bridgeport  until  the  middle  of  November. 
Meanwhile  all  the  desperate  efforts  were  being  made  to  keep  the  roads  in  condition 
over  the  long  route. 

But  it  may  be  attempted  in  some  way  to  establish  the  case  for  General  Rosecrans 
by  certain  positive  evidence.  Of  this  nature  is  his  testimony  before  the  Committee 
on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  given  two  years  afterwards,  when  he  says  that  aa  early  as 
the  4th  of  October,  ' '  I  called  the  attention  of  General  Thomas  and  General  Garfield 
to  the  map  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinity  and,  pointing  out  to  them  the  positions,  stated 
that  as  soon  as  I  could  possibly  get  the  bridge  materials  for  that  purpose  I  would  take 
possession  of  Lookout  Valley  opposite  tlie  passage  over  the  extremity  of  the  mountain  and 
fortify  it,  thus  completely  covering  the  road  to  Bridgeport  on  the  south  side  as  well 
as  the  river,  and  giving  us  practical  possession  and  use  of  both,  as  well  as  Lookout 
Valley." 

Further,  on  October  4,  ilr.  Dana  telegraphed: 

Engineers  are  now  engaged  upon  the  pontoon  bridge  to  cross  the  Tennessee  at  the 
mouth  of  Lookout  Creek.     (O.  R, ,  vol.  30,  pt.  1,  p.  207.) 
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Accepting  the  testimony  of  General  Rosecrans  and  the  telegram  of  ^Ir.  Dana  to  the 
fullest  extent  of  their  statements,  it  remains  to  be  said  that  a  bridge  to  cross  the  Ten- 
nessee River  either  at  the  point  "  opposite  the  passage  over  the  extremity  of  the  moun- 
tain "or  "at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek ' '  would  be  under  the  command  of  the 
Confederate  batteries  on  Lookout  Mountain.  It  would  have  been  impracticable  to 
achieve  possession  of  the  southern  side  of  the  river  at  either  point  so  as  to  throw  a 
bridge  there,  and  the  bridge,  if  thrown,  would  have  been  rendered  untenable  by  the 
tire  of  the  Confederates'  guns. 

But  the  complete  answer  is  that  neither  "the  point  opposite  the  passage  over  the 
extremity  of  the  mountain  "  nor  the  one  "at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek"  is  Brovms 
Ferry.  Neither  of  those  plans  was  tenable;  neither  ends  have  succeeded;  neither,  in 
fact,  ever  was  attempted;  both,  if  ever  really  contemplated,  were,  in  fact,  abandoned, 
and  for  the  good  reason  that  they  had  to  be,  and  while  they  indicate  a  groping  after 
the  key  of  the  situation,  they  demonstrate  that  the  key  was  not  yet  foimd,  for  the 
Browns  Ferry  plan  had  not  yet  been  discovered  or  "devised." 

(At  that  point  I  resume  the  preparation  of  these  observations  because  of  a  letter 
just  received  from  General  Brooke  that  the  board  will  consider  the  subject  to-morrow 
at  10  a.  m.) 

As  further  positive  evidence  in  favor  of  the  claim  made  on  behalf  of  General  Rose- 
crans is  his  statement  contained  in  the  Nortli  American  Review  of  December,  1885. 
I  do  not  deem  it  necessary,  even  if  time  permitted,  that  I  should  retraverse  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  article  by  General  Smith  in  his  pamphlet,  The  Reopening  of  the  Ten- 
nessee River  near  Chattanooga,  pages  22  to  32  [pages  101-107  of  this  reprint],  and 
which,  of  course,  is  already  before  the  board. 

I  must  rest  content  with  the  observation  that  the  North  American  Review  article 
contains  no  evidence  that  General  Rosecrans  had  discovered  Browns  Ferry  and  its 
successful  seizure  and  occupation  by  him  as  the  way  of  opening  the  short  line.  The 
statements  of  this  article  can  not  be  construed  as  an  explicit  assertion  of  General 
Rosecrans  to  that  effect,  and  even  if  they  were  so  construed,  when  made  twenty-two 
years  after  the  event  they  can  not  be  accepted  as  even  presumptive,  not  to  say  con- 
clusive, evidence  of  the  fact  when  confronted  with  the  facts  established  by  the  official 
record.     He  says  that — 

"While  completing  the  first  two  bridges  Gen.  William  F.  Smith  arrived  and  was 
assigned  to  duty  as  chief  engineer  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  Avas  told 
what  the  plan  was  for  opening  communication  with  Bridgeport  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river  and  what  preparations  were  in  progress  for  its  execution. 

A  jketch  was  made  of  the  river  and  route  to  Browns  Ferry,  the  route  by  which 
troops  would  be  able  to  communicate  from  the  Chattanooga  side  of  the  river  with 
Lookout  Valley  over  the  pontoon  bridge,  which  we  were  straining  every  nerve  to 
secure. 

General  Smith  was  ordered  to  report  for  duty  to  General  Rosecjrans  on  September 
5.  Just  what  was  the  date  when  he  arrived  at  Chattanooga  I  do  not  know;  my 
impression  is  that  it  was  in  September,  and  after  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  But  I 
do  not  understand  that  it  is  now  contended,  either  by  the  members  of  the  park  com- 
mission or  by  General  Dutfield  in  his  report,  that  General  Rosecrans  ever  settled 
upon  Browns  Ferry  as  a  part  of  his  plan  for  opening  the  short  line  at  any  time  prior 
to  his  reconnoissance  on  October  19. 

If  such  is  their  contention,  it  would  be  for  them  to  defend  the  rei)utation  of  Gen- 
eral Rosecrans  for  not  promptly  carrying  it  into  execution  and  thus  rescuing  his  army 
and  the  country  from  their  dire  peril. 

But  if  the  evidence  is  accepted  that  General  Rosecrans  had  in  mind  the  throwing 
of  bridges  across  the  river  at  two  other  points  than  Browns  Ferry,  namely,  the  one 
opposite  the  nose  of  Lookout  Mountain  and  the  other  opposite  Lookout  Valley,  we 
can  well  see  how  he  had  si  general  jilan  to  connect  with  Hooker  at  Bridgeport  and  yet 
failed  to  carry  it  out  simply  because  at  neither  point  was  a  bridge  feasible.     We  can 
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well  understand  why  he  sought  to  shorten  his  long  line  first  by  an  advance  from 
Bridgeport  to  Shellmound  and  throwing  a  bridge  there,  and  next  groping  out  with 
some  vague  but  impossible  scheme  of  advancing  to  Williams  Island;  but  it  staggers 
credulity  to  believe  him  possessed  of  the  plan  involved  in  the  getting  possession  of 
Browns  Ferry  and  then  delaying,  to  say  nothing  of  failing,  to  instantly  and  decisively 
carry  it  out. 
In  the  North  American  Review  article  General  Rosecrans  further  says: 

On  the  19th  of  October  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  accompanied  me  on  a  ride  along  the 
route  and  the  Tennessee  near  Browns  Ferry.  We  returned  at  sunset,  when  I  found 
the  telegrams  awaiting  me  which  released  me  from  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  and  placed  General  Thomas  in  command. 

I  have  read  the  report  of  General  Duffield,  who,  discussing  the  letters  of  General 
Reynolds  and  Major  Bond,  both  of  whom  accompanied  General  Rosecrans  on  his 
reconnoissances,  says: 

My  conclusion  from  these  letters  is  that  both  General  Smith  and  General  Rose- 
crans on  October  19  visited  the  place  where  the  bridge  was  thrown,  but  not  together, 
and  that  each  selected  it  as  the  proper  place  for  the  bridge. 

I  assume  that  no  one  will  contend  that  in  the  lapse  of  years  General  Rosecrans  was 
not  mistaken  in  his  recollection  that  General  Smith  accompanied  him  on  his  recon- 
noissance;  and  under  that  misimpression  he  might  well  come  to  think,  upon  the 
subject  being  revived  at  a  late  day,  that  General  Smith's  plan  was  his  own  plan.  He 
remembered  starting  with  General  Smith,  for  they  did  start  together.  He  failed  to 
remember  their  parting,  and  probably  because  the  parting  occurred,  not  by  his  act,  but 
by  the  act  of  General  Smith,  while  General  Ro.secrans  was  occupied  in  the  hospital 
and  when  he  did  not  know  that  General  Smith  had  gone  on  by  himself. 

General  Duffield  seems  to  rely  for  his  conclusion  upon  the  letters  of  General 
Reynolds  and  of  Major  Bond.  General  Reynolds  was  the  chief  of  staff.  His  letter 
to  General  Smith,  dated  May  20,  1895,  is  important  enough  to  quote: 

As  I  remember  it.  Browns  Ferry  was  already  in  everybody's  mind  as  the  proper 
place,  but  the  point  had  not  been  decided  definitely.  We  visited  one  battery  on  the 
high  ground  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  and  nearly  opposite  a  rebel  battery  on 
Lookout  IMountain.  *  *  *  My  understanding  was  that  Rosecrans  fixed  Browns 
Ferry  as  the  place  for  the  bridge. 

Take  his  first  sentence:  "As  I  remember  it.  Browns  Ferry  was  already  in  every- 
body's mind  as  the  proper  pZace,  but  the  point  has  not  been  decided  definitely. 

Now,  so  far  as  Browns  Ferry  "  being  in  everybody's  mind  "  the  evidence  from  the 
record  shows  it  to  have  been  in  nobody's  mind. 

After  its  brilliant  seizure,  and  the  escajie  of  the  army  from  possible  destruction,  it 
M;as  in  everybody's  mind,  not  before.  "As"  the  General  "  remembers  it "  he  was 
wrong.  "But,"  he  goes  naively  on,  "the  point  had  not  been  decided  definitely." 
The  place  in  everybody's  mind,  but  the  point  not  decided  definitely!  So  the 
army  was  saved;  it  was  in  everybody's  mind;  a  sense  of  relief,  if  not  hilarity, 
reigned;  the  sole  object  of  the  reconnoissance  was  not  to  fix  the  "place"  but  merely 
the  "point,"  and  that  merely  because  it  had  not  been  fixed  "  definitely."  Indeed, 
indefiniteness  characterizes  every  statement  in  this  behalf  of  General  Reynolds. 
He  adds: 

My  understanding  was  that  Rosecrans  fixed  Browns  Ferry  as  the  place  for  the 
bridge. 

' '  Understanding  I ' '  Could  anyone  ever  have  any  other  than  a  recollection  as  vivid 
as  lightning,  never  to  be  dimmed,  never  to  be  subdued  to  a  mere  ' '  understanding ' ' 
of  an  event  which  never  before  known,  averted  calamity  from  both  army  and  country. 

But  the  further  statement  of  General  Revnolds  betravs  not  merelv  confusion  of 
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mind;  it  is  repugnant  to  and  demolishes  liis  otlicr  statement  that  tin  y  then  fixed 
on  Browns  Ferrj'  as  the  "  point."     He  says: 

We  visited  one  battery  on  the  higJi  ground  on  the  norfli  side  of  Ihc  rirer  (oid  uearhj  oppo- 
site a  rebel  batteiy  on  Lookout  Mountain. 

Here  at  last  there  is  a  positive  statement.  It  is  coupled  with  no  qualilication  or 
uncertainty.  The  party  visited  a  battery — one  battery,  not  two;  and  it  was  on  high 
ground — of  course  it  Avas  on  the  north  side  of  the  river — "and  nearly  opposite  a 
rebel  battery  on  Lookout  Mountain."  A  battery,  not  at  Browns  Ferry,  nor  within 
2  miles  of  it,  was  the  one  they  visited;  not  the  battery  at  Browns  Ferry,  but  in  all 
human  probability  the  battery  at  the  point  called  "  Browns  Ferry"  on  the  erroneous 
Merrill  map,  the  battery  at  the  point  opposite  tlie  rebel  l)attery  on  Lookout  Moun- 
tain, where,  according  to  his  testimony  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the 
War,  General  Rosecrans,  as  early  as  October,  had  contemplated  throwing  a  bridge. 
The  point  where,  on  October  19,  as  well  as  October  4,  he  still  held  onto  as  the  place 
to  throw  the  bridge. 

The  only  knowledge  I  have  of  the  statements  of  Major  Bond  is  from  the  report  of 
General  Dutfield.  They  are  contained  in  a  letter  to  General  Boynton,  dated  Novem- 
ber 7,  1895,  wherein  he  says  that  "General  Rosecrans,  General  Reynolds,  General 
Smith,  and  himself  started  early  in  the  morning  of  October  19  to  make  a  reconuois- 
sance  of  the  north  bank  of  the  river;  that  a  careful  examination  of  the  river  was 
made  and  a  point  known  as  Browns  Ferry  was  selected;  that  the  entire  day  was  thus 
spent,  and  it  was  just  before  dark  when  they  returned  to  Chattanooga." 

In  the  absence  of  the  entire  letter,  the  above  quotation  from  it  leaves  much  to  be 
desired.  It  states  that  General  Smith  "started"  with  the  party.  It  does  not  say 
that  he  continued  with  it  or  joined  in  its  examinations  or  conclusions.  The  only 
important  statement  in  the  letter  is  ' '  that  a  careful  examination  of  the  river  was 
made  and  a  point  known  as  Browns  Ferry  was  selected."  For  what  it  was  selected, 
what  the  point  actually  selected  was,  whether  it  was  the  real  Browns  Ferry  or  the 
Browns  Ferry  of  the  Merrill  map,  whether  Major  Bond's  knowledge  on  that  subject 
Avas  or  was  not  clouded  as  that  of  both  General  Rosecrans  and  General  Reynolds 
seem  to  have  been,  must  l)e  left  to  conjecture.  When  we  consider  the  real  mass  of 
official  and  other  evidence  bearing  uiion  the  question  before  the  board,  really  this 
single  sentence  and  statement  of  Major  Bond  "that  after  a  careful  ^examination  of 
the  river  a  point  known  as  Browns  Ferry  was  selected"  does  seem  to  lie  the  slim- 
mest sort  of  testimony  of  any  kind  adduced  in  it  all.    . 

And  yet  upon  Major  Bond's  letter  General  Dutfield  seems  to  rely  more  than  upon 
anything  else  in  reaching  his  conclusion.  In  introducing  the  letter  he  says  Major 
Bond  "recalls  the  occasion  and  states  emphatically  that  General  Rosecrans,"  etc. 

He  goes  on  to  say : 

It  seems  to  me  very  clear  that  these  letters  and  the  statement  of  General  Smith 
only  prove  that  both  General  Rosecrans  and  General  Smith  visited  the  place  where 
the  bridge  was  afterwards  thrown,  but  not  at  the  same  time. 

It  remains  to  consider  the  statements  of  the  report  of  General  Thomas  (O.  R.,  vol. 
31,  pt.  1,  p.  42).     He  says: 

Preliminary  steps  had  already  been  taken  to  execute  this  vitally  important  move- 
ment before  the  connnand  of  the  department  devolved  on  me.  The  bridge  which  it 
was  necessary  to  throw  across  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry  to  gain  possession  of  the 
northern  end  of  Lookout  \'alley  and  open  communication  with  Bridgeport  by  road 
and  river  was  nearly  completed. 

On  the  23d  orders  were  sent  to  General  Hooker  to  concentrate  the  Eleventh  Corps 
and  one  division  of  the  Twelfth  at  Bridgeport,  informing  him  at  the  same  time  what 
his  force  was  expected  to  accomplish,  and  that  a  force  from  this  place  would  cooper- 
ate with  him  by  establishing  a  bridge  across  the  river  at  Brow^is  Ferry  and  seize  the 
heights  on  the  south  or  Lookout  Valley  side,  thus  giving  him  an  open  road  to  Chat- 
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tanooga  when  his  forces  should  arrive  in  Lookout  Valley.     The  force  to  throw  the 
bridge  was  organized  by  Saturday,  the  24th,  and  the  boats  and  bridge  completed. 

What  these  ' '  preliminary  steps ' '  were,  which  had  already  been  made  before  Gen- 
eral Thomas  relieved  General  Rosecrans  of  the  command  of  the  army,  he  does  not 
state,  except  "the  bridge  which  it  was  necessary  to  throw  across  the  river  at  Browns 
Ferry  to  gain  possession  of  the  northern  end  of  Lookout  Valley  and  open  communi- 
cation with  Bridgeport  by  road  and  river  was  nearly  completed." 

It  would  seem  clear  that  in  preparing  his  report  General  Thomas  was  actuated  by 
his  characteristic  magnanimity  and  modesty  in  allowing  to  General  Rosecrans  as 
much  and  to  himself  as  little  credit  in  the  premises  as  was  possible. 

For  example,  as  to  the  preparation  of  the  bridge,  compare  the  report  of  General 
Thomas  with  the  dispatch  of  General  Rosecrans  to  General  Halleck  of  October  18, 
at  7.30  p.  m. : 

Enemy  in  front.  Rumor  of  his  moving  a  corps  up  as  if  to  cross  at  Washington. 
River  at  a  stand.  Our  pontoon  bridge  restored.  Boats  [for]  a  second  under  way. 
Roads  horrid.  Forage  and  animals  failing.  Great  efforts  making  to  supply  deficien- 
cies. Rumored  fighting  of  General  Burnside's  command  60  miles  north  of  Knox- 
ville.     Weather  unsettled.     No  news  from  Sherman. 

What  did  Rosecrans  mean  by  "Boats  for  a  second  underway?"  This  sentence 
follows  the  one  ' '  Our  pontoon  bridge  restored. ' '  Did  it  mean  a  second  bridge  to 
cross  the  river  at  Chattanooga,  or  did  it  mean  that  the  second  bridge  at  Moccasin 
Point,  or  opposite  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek? 

One  thing  it  certainly  could  not  mean,  and  that  was  for  it  to  be  used  at  Browns 
Ferry,  for  Browns  Ferry  was  as  yet  in  the  womb  of  the  unknown.  General  Rose- 
crans had  as  yet  made  no  reconnoissance  on  the  river,  and  had  neither  found  the 
"place,"  or  fixed  the  "point,"  or  "devised"  the  "plan"  for  a  bridge  at  Browns 
Ferry. 

But  apart  from  the  bridge,  and  for  whatever  u.se  it  might  be  put  to,  what  other 
"preliminary  steps  had  already  been  taken  before  the  command  of  the  department 
devolved  upon"  General  Thomas? 

This  statement  of  General  Thomas  could  only  refer  to  orders  from  Rosecrans  to 
Hooker. 

October  19,  at  9  a.  m.,  Hooker  telegraphed  to  General  Granger: 

Have  just  received  orders  from  department  headquarters  to  hold  command  in 
readiness  to  march  at  short  notice.  Yours  will  be  the  onlv  troops  left  on  the  line 
when  I  leave.      (O.  R.,  vol.  30,  pt.  4,  p.  482.) 

But  the  last  and  only  orders  from  Rosecrans  to  Hooker  affecting  his  movements 
were  those  of  October  17,  10  p.  m.  (Id.,  p.  446),  above  discussed,  which  said: 

If  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  cross  the  Tennessee  in  force  above  us,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  your  command  to  come  up,  etc. 

These  orders  looked  to  an  abandonment  of  the  effort  to  open  the  short  line  rather 
than  to  seize  it. 

If  General  Thomas  meant  by  "preliminary  steps"  the  general  idea  of  Rosecrans  to 
regain  the  river  at  Lookout  Valley  and  so  unite  with  Hooker,  then  all  will  agree  with 
him,  and  such,  I  respectfully  submit,  is  the  only  reasonable  construction  to  put  upon 
his  words. 

But  I  have  left  for  the  last  what  I  submit  is  the  strongest  and  the  conclusive  evi- 
dence in  support  of  General  Smith's  contention. 

General  Rosecrans  returned  from  his  reconnoissance  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  to 
find  himself  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  At  6.20 
p.  m.  he  telegraphs  Colonel  Townsend,  assistant  adjutant-general: 

General  Orders,  War  Department,  No.  337,  by  telegraph,  just  received.  Will  be 
executed  immediately.     I  leave  to-morrow  for  Stevenson. 


187 

On  October  18,  at  10.40  a.  in.,  General  Halleck  telegrajjhed  (leneral  Kowecrans  as 
follows  (O.  R.,  vol.  30,  pt.  4,  p.  455): 

Every  available  man  has  been  sent  to  assist  you.  As  fast  as  cavalry  can  be  organ- 
ized and  equipped  it  will  be  sent  forward.  But  you  already  have  more  men  and 
animals  than  y^u  can  feed.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  Sherman  was  directed  to 
open  a  line  on  the  Tennessee  River  to  Athens.  At  last  advices  he  had  reached  Bear 
Creek,  and  would  probably  cross  the  river  at  Eastport  or  Florence.  He  has  already 
drawn  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  against  his  line,  thus  effecting  a  diversion  in  your 
favor.  Why  give  up  to  the  enemy  the  passes  of  Lookout  ^Mountain?  By  holding 
them  can  you  nf)t  cover  your  railroad  and  river  counmmications  with  Bridgeport? 
Would  it  not  be  best  to  regain  them  even  at  a  heavy  cost? 

This  telegram  arrived  at  headquarters  on  the  19th,  at  11  a.  m.,  and  after  General 
Rosecrans  had  left  on  his  reconnoissance,  and  could  not  have  been  read  by  him 
before  his  return  in  the  evening,  and  at  the  same  time  he  received  the  order  relieving 
him  from  the  command. 

Here,  then,  was  General  Rosecrans' s  opportunity,  in  his  reply  to  the  telegram  of 
General  Halleck,  to  inform  his  superior  officer  of  the  discovery  he  had  that  day 
made  of  Browns  Ferry,  and  his  plans  for  seizing  it,  T)y  which  the  army  could  be 
extricated  from  its  peril  and  his  camjiaign  be  turned  from  threatened  disaster  into 
one  of  triumph. 

At  6.20  p.  m.  he  telegraphed  Adjutant  Townsend  of  his  surrendering  his  command. 
On  October  19,  at  8  p.  m.,  he  sent  to  General  Halleck  the  following  answer  (0.  R., 
vol.  30,  pt.  4,  p.  477): 

Your  dispatch  of  the  18th  received.  Sherman's  movement  will  operate  favorably, 
and  the  cavalry  force  w'ill  be  timely.  Lookout  was  given  up  temporarily  because 
we  could  not  then  safely  hold  it. 

It  was  isolated  from  us  by  distance  and  the  defile  of  Chattanooga  Creek.  We 
expect  to  retake  it  as  soon  as  we  are  prepared  to  hold  it.  That  could  be  done  (jnly 
when  the  railroad  being  secured,  the  depots  replenished,  and  Hooker's  transporta- 
tion provided.     Without  that  he  can  not  subsist  in  a  suitable  position. 

Here  was  General  Rosecrans' s  unique  and  complete  opportunity.  His  orders  to 
relinquish  his  command  alone  would  not  have  furnished  it.  To  them  he  could  only 
bow,  as  he  did  in  soldierly  submission,  giving  no  sign,  making  no  excuse,  announc- 
ing no  information  of  an  achievement,  which  would,  if  known  to  the  Government 
in  time,  have  led  to  his  retention  instead  of  his  dismissal.  It  was  the  crisis  of  his 
life  and  his  fame;  it  was  the  crisis  of  the  life  of  his  army  and  his  country.  For  three 
dreadful  weeks  had  the  peril  existed.  One  proposal  or  another  looking  to  the 
opening  up  of  the  river  and  the  short  line  been  made  only  to  prove  abortive. 

General  Rosecrans' s  denials  in  his  North  American  Review  article  of  General 
Grant's  statements  in  the  Century  Magazine  of  the  state  of  the  army  will  not  stand 
before  the  burning  dispatches  of  Mr.  Dana,  reenforced  by  those  of  General  Meigs  and 
General  Garfield  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Waldens  Ridge  route. 

Another  week,  or  at  most  two  weeks,  and  the  army  would  have  been  no  longer 
able  to  be  supplied  by  that  route.  Retreat  would  have  been  inevital)le,  a  retreat 
where  the  artillery  would  have  had  to  be  abandoned,  for  there  would  have  been  no 
horses  to  draw  it;  and  what  would  have  been  the  fate  of  the  army? 

From  all  this,  if  he  had  "devised  the  plan,"  as  now  contended,  he  had  saved  the 
army,  himself,  and  his  country.  Because  of  this  state  of  things  he  had  been  held 
responsible;  he  had  been  relieved  from  his  command.  Here  was  his  opportunity  to 
set  himself  right  as  to  it  all,  for  now  he  had  saved  all.  His  dispatch  should  be  read 
in  connection  with  that  of  Halleck's,  to  which  it  is  in  reply. 

Halleck  says: 

Every  available  man  has  been  sent  to  assist  you.  Cavalry  is  being  sent  forward  as 
fast  as  it  can  be  organized  and  equipped.  Sherman  is  advancing,  and  by  drawing  off 
a  large  force  of  the  enemy  has  already  effected  a  diversion  in  your  favor. 
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But  more  than  all  this  and  right  to  the  point  now  in  queBtion: 

Why  give  up  to  the  enemy  the  passes  of  Lookout  Mountain?  By  holding  them  can 
you  not  cover  your  railroad  and  river  communications  tvith  Bridgeport^  Would  it  not  be 
best  to  regain  them  even  at  a  heavy  cost? 

Now  read  the  reply: 

Your  dispatch  of  the  18th  received.  Sherman's  movement  will  operate  favorably 
and  the  cavalry  force  will  be  timely. 

Now  comes  his  reason  for  giving  up  Lookout  Mountain: 

Lookout  was  given  up  temporarily  because  we  could  not  then  safely  hold  it.  It 
was  isolated  from  us  by  distance  and  the  defile  of  Chattanooga  Creek. 

With  that  statement  we  are  not  concerned  in  this  discussion,  but  now  comes  the 
deadly  part  of  the  dispatch.     Halleck  asks: 

Why  give  up  to  the  enemy  the  passes  of  Lookout  Mountain?  By  holding  them 
can  you  not  cover  your  railroad  and  river  communications  with  Bridgeport?  Would 
it  not  be  best  to  regain  them  even  at  a  heavy  cost? 

Why  did  not  General  Rosecrans  reply,  "All  right;  General  Thomas  can  now  regain 
the  passes,  which  tvill  cover  our  railroad  and  river  communications  with  Bridgeport 
and  at  no  heavy  cost;  indeed,  at  only  trifling  cost.  I  have  made  it  easy  for  him, 
even  if  I  did  it  only  in  the  very  hour  you  remove  me  from  the  command.  Browns 
Ferry  is  the  key  to  the  problem  and  to  my  hitherto  puzzle,  and  I  have  found  it.  I 
present  it  as  my  parting  gift  to  him  and  to  you." 

Would  the  irony  of  history  in  any  of  its  thousand  vicissitudes  ever  have  presented 
an  opportunity  so  striking,  so  dramatic? 

But  such  was  not  his  reply.  Of  Browns  Ferry,  of  the  plan  he  had  "devised,"  not 
one  word,  but  instead  we  have  the  outline  of  an  idea  of  operations,  of  a  state  of  mind 
of  General  Rosecrans  utterly  at  variance  with  a  speedy  regaining  of  the  line  to 
Bridgeport  by  seizing  Browns  Ferry. 

First;   " TFe  expect  to  retake  it  as  soon  as  ive  are  jyrepared  to  hold  it." 

When  Browns  Ferry  was  seized,  and  simultaneously  Hooker  advanced,  the  passes 
of  Lookout  Valley  were  "held"  in  a  vise  which  ever  afterwards  bid  defiance  to 
Bragg. 

Second.  "That  could  be  done  only  when  the  railroad  being  secured,  the  depots 
replenished,  and  Hooker's  transportation  provided." 

What  railroad  secured?  He  could  have  meant  only  the  railroad  from  Bridgeport 
to  Nashville.  Certainly  not  that  from  Bridgeport  to  Chattanooga,  unless  Browns 
Ferry  were  seized  and  held,  without  which  being  done  it  could  not  l)e  held. 

But  third.  "Hooker's  transportation  must  be  provided." 

Of  Browns  Ferry,  of  regaining  the  passes  and  covering  the  communication,  not  one 
word. 

And  if  General  did  not  make  his  claim  then,  if  the  defense  be  set  up  in  such  an 
hour  when  the  doors  of  his  true  court  and  tribunal  were  wide  open,  is  it  now  open 
for  him  or  his  friends  to  raise  the  question  again,  and  that  after  another  soldier  had 
found  the  key,  had  unlocked  the  puzzle,  had  solved  the  problem  which  had  defied 
the  scrutiny  and  the  best  endeavors  of  General  Rosecrans? 

For  many  years  the  honors  of  this  great  achievement  were  conceded  on  all  hands 
to  General  Smith.  I  shall  not  add  to  the  length,  already  too  great,  of  this  paper  by 
quoting  the  general  orders  of  General  Thomas,  of  General  Grant,  and  the  dispatches 
or  the  letters  of  Mr.  Dana,  awarding,  and  with  no  one  to  dispute  them,  to  General 
Smith  the  credit  of  devising  the  place  for  seizing  Browns  Ferry.  But  the  board, 
without  my  asking  it,  will  give  full  consideration  to  them  in  coming  to  their  conclu- 
sion as  to  the  historical  correctness  of  the  legend  upon  which  they  are  called  upon 
to  pass. 

Anthony  Higgins, 
Of  counsel  for  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith. 
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Headquarters,  Department  of  the  East, 
Governors  Island,  New  York;  January  11,  1901. 
Hon.  Anthony  Higgins, 

SS4  Market  street,  Wilmington,  Del. 
Dear  Sir:  I  inclose  herewith  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  chairman  of  tlie  Chickaniauga 
and  Chattanoojia  National  Park  Commission  which  you  desired  to  have.     Please 
advise  me  at  your  earliest  convenience  if  you  have  any  answer  to  make  to  this  com- 
munication. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

John  K.  TJkooki:,  ^[ajor-(uneral. 


Wilmington,  Del.,  Jantuirtj  12,  1901. 
Gen.  John  R.  Brooke, 

Department  of  the  East,  Governors  Island,  New  York  City. 
My  Dear  General:  I  have  received  your  letter  and  General  Boynton's  article  and 
will  give  it  prompt  attention,  and  will  let  you  hear  from  me  at  an  early  date. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Anthony  Higgins. 


HEADtirARTERS,   DEPARTMENT   OF   THE   EaST, 

Governors  Island,  New  York,  January  25,  1901. 
Gen.  William  F.  Smith, 

1013  Clinton  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
General:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  21st  instant,  the  board  is  of  the  opinion  that 
having  received  your  later  letter  and  the  brief  of  ]Mr.  Higgins,  it  will  hardly  be  nec- 
essary for  you  to  appear  before  it,  as  the  board  thinks  it  understands  the  subject  now 
very  thoroughly.  The  board  has  not  received  any  oral  evidence  or  argument  from 
anyone  except  ex-Senator  Higgins,  and  does  not  think  that  it  is  necessary  for  you  to 
appear  before  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  John  R.  Brooke, 

Major-  General. 


1013  Clinton  Street, 
PhiladeljMa,  January  21,  1901. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke, 

United  States  Army. 
Dear  General:  On  your  first  notification  of  the  meeting  of  the  board  to  examine 
into  the  question  of  iny  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  War  with  reference  to  the  legend  on 
an  atlas  of  the  Chickamauga  National  Park  Commission,  I  had  intended  to  appear 
before  you,  but  was  too  ill  to  travel.  Mr.  Higgins,  I  think,  to-day  mailed  his  reply 
and  I  sent  a  short  paper. 

It  has  come  to  me  that  justice  to  the  board  and  to  mj'self  should  make  offer  a 
request  to  appear  before  you  before  you  close  your  sittings,  and  I  therefore  beg  to  say 
that  if  you  will  give  me  notice  I  will  present  myself  before  you  to  explain  any  points 
or  answer  any  questions  you  may  desire  to  ask. 

Yours,  respectfully,  W^m.  F.  Smith. 


1013  Clinton  Street, 
Philadelphia,  January  24,  1901. 
Dear  General  Gillespie:  I  wrote  to  General  Brooke  three  days  since,  asking  to 
be  allowed  to  appear  before  your  board.     As  I  have  ncjt  heard  from  him,  I  fear  he 
may  be  absent  or  not  have  received  my  letter.     As  the  opposition  have  "darkened 
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counsel  with  words,"  I  think  a  personal  hearing  may  make  a  simple  matter  out  of 
what  now  seems  a  mass  of  verbiage. 

If  you  will  kindly  lend  your  aid  to  my  request,  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  you. 

I  can  leave  here  at  9.20  a.  m.  and  can  arrive  at  Governors  Island  or  elsewhere 
about  noon.  If  that  hour  does  not  suit  the  board,  I  can  leave  here  to  spend  the 
night  in  New  York  and  be  at  the  island  by  10  o'clock.  That  will  require  a  day's 
notice  in  advance.  May  I  trouble  you  to  have  someone  send  me  a  card  of  the 
departures  of  the  boat  from  New  York  for  the  island? 
Yours,  sincerely, 

"Wm.  F.  Smith. 


WiLMiNGTOX,  Del.,  January  21,  1901. 
To  Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke,  Col.  George  L.  Gillespie,  Lieut.  Col.  Michael  V. 
Sheridan. 

Gentlemen:  I  learned  from  my  counsel  that  there  was  some  uncertainty  among  the 
members  of  the  board  as  to  what  precisely  was  the  question  I  had  raised  in  my 
appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  INIarch,  1900.  The  preface  to  that  relates  that 
the  legend  in  the  atlas  of  the  Chickamauga  Park  Commission  states  that  ' '  on  the 
27th  of  October  the  river  line  of  the  communication  with  Bridgeport  was  opened 
by  the  execution  of  a  plan  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley,  devised  by  General  Rose- 
crans,  etc." 

I  stated  that  the  legend  was  not  true. 

That  is  the  contention  in  a  nut  shell. 

To  my  counsel  I  leave  the  answer  to  the  argument  and  statements  (not  evidence) 
submitted  by  the  president  of  the  Chickamauga  National  Park  Commission,  but  I 
ask  the  privilege  of  submitting  a  few  remarks  in  my  own  name  on  the  question. 

On  the  18th  of  October  Rosecrans  advises  Hooker  that  a  "steamboat  must  be  got 
ready,  so  that  we  can  freight  to  Shellmound  and  thus  shorten  our  wagon  transpor- 
tation. This  will  require  us  to  hold  both  sides  of  the  river  and  fortify,  but  make  our 
depot  on  this  side." 

That  means,  first,  freighting  to  Shellmound  "to  shorten  our  wagon  transporta- 
tion;" that  is,  the  wagon  transportation  from  Shellmound  to  Chattanooga.  By 
what  route?  Certainly  not  on  the  south  side  of  tlie  river,  for  we  owned  no  roads 
there.  Will  the  board  kindly  measure  the  route  from  Shellmound  to  Chattanooga 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river?  Why  did  not  Rosecrans  expect  to  use  the  roads 
on  the  south  side  for  his  wagon  transportation?  Because  he  was  to  fortify  there  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  and  make  a  depot  there.  Would  any  military  man  say  that 
fortifications  and  a  depot  at  Shellmound  could  be  of  any  service  if  he  expected  to 
use  the  roads  on  the  south  side  of  the  river? 

When,  then,  he  gave  those  instructions,  on  the  18th  of  October,  it  i.s  simply  impos- 
sible that  he  intended  at  that  time  to  capture  Lookout  Valley. 

There  is  one  more  point  to  notice. 

The  record  gives  the  last  order  from  Rosecrans  to  Hooker  having  any  reference  to 
concentration  as  of  date  of  October  17,  10  p.  m.  It  is  asserted  that  another  order 
from  Rosecrans  was  dated  October  19,  which  called  for  immediate  concentration. 

Rosecrans  left  Chattanooga  sharply  at  8  o'clock  on  his  reconnoissance.  If  that  be 
the  case,  something  happened  in  the  night  to  drive  out  the  plan  of  the  18th  with  ref- 
erence to  fortifying  Shellmound,  and  it  was  before  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
19th.  Hooker's  telegram  to  Granger  of  October  19,  9  a.  m.,  is  given  as  proof  of  such 
an  order. 

An  order  leaving  Chattanooga  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  before  8  o'clock  would 
hardly  have  reached  Hooker  in  person  to  have  been  the  subject  of  a  telegram  from 
Hooker  to  Granger  by  9  a.  m.     It  is,  besides,  extraordinary  that  such  an  order  should 
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have,  apparently,  been  the  only  one  missing  from  the  files  of  both  Rosecrans  and 
Hooker's  headqnarters.  The  board  can  not,  I  think,  accept  the  existence  at  any 
time  of  such  an  order. 

On  the  16th,  the  day  before  the  issuance  of  the  order  of  October  17,  10  p.  m.,  Mr. 
Dana  states  that  the  telegraph  line  was  broken  between  Bridgeport  and  Chattanooga, 
and  under  those  conditions  the  order  of  the  17th,  10  p.  in.,  would  hardly  have 
reached  Hooker  in  person  before  a  late  hour  of  the  18th  or  the  morning  of  the  19th. 

Having  discussed  Hooker's  projected  movement  to  Shellmound  and  the  topo- 
graphical order  of  the  19th,  I  will  end  this  paper.  It  may  be  that  the  paper  to  be 
submitted  by  Mr.  Higgins  may  include  these  points,  in  which  case  I  will  ask  the 
board  to  excuse  the  repetition. 

Very  respectfully,  Wm.  F.  Smith. 


Wilmington,  Del.,  January  ^2,  1901. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke, 

Governors  Island„Neiv  York  City,  N.  Y. 
Dear  Sir:  I  herewith  return  you  General  Boynton's  paper  and  one  which  I  beg 
to  submit  to  the  board  in  rejily  to  it;  also  a  «hort  letter  from  General  Smith,  himself, 
upon  the  same  subject. 

If  General  Boynton's  paper,  herewith  inclosed,  is  not  the  original  paper,  but  is  a 
copy  thereof  which  you  intended  for  my  use,  I  would  be  very  much  obliged  if  you 
would  remail  it  to  me. 

Very  truly,  yours,  Anthony  Higgins. 


Headquarters,  Department  of  the  East, 
Governors  Island,  New  York,  January  24,  1901. 
Hon.  Anthony  Higgins, 

834  Market  .street,  Wilmington,  Del. 
Dear  Sir:  The  copy  of  General  Boynton's  paper  sent  to  you  is  marked  "copy," 
and  is  intended  for  you  if  you  desire  it.     According  to  your  request  of  the  22d  instant 
I  herewith  return  it. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours,  John  R.  Brooke, 

Major-General. 


ADDITIONAL  STATEMENT  OF  COUNSEL  HIGGINS. 

Wilmington,  Del.,  January  22,  1901. 
Gen.  John  R.  Brooke, 

Chairman,  etc.,  Governors  Island,  New  York. 

General:  I  regret  that,  not  having  the  paper  of  General  Boynton  at  the  time  1 
prepared  my  communication  already  submitted  to  your  board,  I  am  compelled  to 
trouble  you  with  some  further  observations  that  seem  to  me  to  be  called  for  by  its 
statements.  In  doing  this  I  will  endeavor  as  far  as  possible  to  avoid  repeating  what 
is  contained  in  my  previous  paper. 

As  there  seemed  to  be  some  uncertainty  on  the  part  of  the  board  when  I  met  them, 
and  also  some  confusion  on  the  part  of  General  Boynton,  as  to  just  what  the  conten- 
tion of  General  Smith  is,  I  will  restate  it.  His  objection  is  to  the  correctness  of  the 
legend  in  question  for  Map  No.  6,  which  is  as  follows: 

At  daylight  of  October  27  the  river  line  of  communication  with  Bridgejiort  was 
opened  by  the  execution  of  a  plan  for  recovering  Lookout  Valley  devised  by  General 
Rosecrans,  approved  by  General  Thomas,  and  ordereil  executed  by  General  Grant, 
under  the  immediate  comnuuul  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith. 
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General  Smith  contends  that  the  plan  approved  by  General  Thomas  and  executed 
by  General  Smith  was  not  devised  by  General  Rosecrans. 

As  I  before  stated,  General  Smith  concedes  fully  that  General  Rosecrans  fully 
realized  the  importance  of  recovering  the  short  line  from  Bridgeport  to  Chattanooga; 
that  he  ordered  the  forces  of  General  Hooker  to  Bridgeport  with  the  view  of  accom- 
plishing that  result,  but  that  he  never  worked  out  the  scheme  or  gave  any  orders  by 
which  it  could  be  accomplished;  that  the  orders  he  did  give  never  looked  to  its 
accomplishment,  and  that  at  the  moment  of  his  removal  from  his  command  his  tele- 
gram of  explanation  to  General  Halleck  demonstrates  that  he  even  then  did  not  con- 
template its  accomplishment,  although  he  had  then  returned  from  his  reconnoissance 
to  Williams  Island,  when,  if  ever,  he  could  first  perceive  the  vital  importance  to  the 
plan  of  seizing  and  bridging  Browns  Ferry  in  connection  with  a  simultaneous  advance 
of  Hooker's  force. 

It  must  further  and  all  the  time  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  plan  approved  by 
General  Thomas  and  which  General  Smith  claims  was  devised  by  him  was  the 
advance  of  Hooker  simultaneously  with  the  seizure  of  Browns  Ferry,  and  that  the 
preceding  orders  of  General  Rosecrans  of  October  12  to  G'yeral  Hooker  to  advance 
to  Shellmound  and  Whitesides  looked  only  to  the  s'Ai/rtening  of  the  route  over 
Waldens  ridge  by  seizing  and  holding  Shellmound,  and  not  an  advance  into  Lookout 
Valley,  and  that  had  the  movement  thus  ordered  on  the  12th  of  October  been  made 
by  attracting  the  attention  of  the  enemy  to  the  pomt  it  might,  and  in  all  probability 
would,  have  led  to  their  occupying  Lookout  Valley  in  force  so  as  to  preclude  the 
possibility  of  our  successfully  seizing  Brown's  Ferry  and  uniting  therefrom  with 
Hooker's  army,  which  was  vital  to  the  success  of  the  "plan." 

It  is  true  that  General  Rosecrans,  in  his  second  dispatch  of  the  12th  of  October  to 
General  Hooker  (0.  R.,  vol.  30,  pt.  4,  p.  322)  as  to  the  advance  of  the  latter  to  Shell- 
momid  and  Whitesides,  says  of  the  movement:  "The  object  is  to  get  possession  of  the 
line  of  the  river  up  to  this  place."  But  the  orders  of  the  12th  could  not  have  effectu- 
ated that  result.  There  were  no  pontoons  constructed  at  that  time  to  throw  a  bridge 
at  Browns  Ferry;  no  orders  were  issued  by  General  Rosecrans  for  the  seizing  of 
Browns  Ferry  simultaneously  with  Hooker's  advance,  and  the  order  was  for  Hooker 
to  advance  on  the  following  day,  the  13th,  as  api)ears  by  General  Rosecrans's  first 
dispatch  of  the  12th: 

Can  you  have  ready  a  column  of  one  division,  to  move  up  to  Shellmound  and  push 
an  advance  brigade  to  Whitesides,^  to  start  by  daylight  in  the  morning f     (Ibid. ) 

Moreover,  the  column  was  to  consist  of  but  a  single  division,  and  with  no  bridge 
at  Browns  Ferry,  and  therefore  with  no  possibility  of  connection  with  and  support 
by  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  a  single  division,  had  it  advanced  into  Lookout 
Valley,  could  not  have  withstood  the  attack  it  was  opened  to  from  Bragg' s  entire 
army;  and,  indeed,  it  would  seem  to  be  in  no  slight  danger  even  at  Whitesides  or 
Shellmound. 

Clearly  the  orders  of  General  Rosecrans  to  Hooker  of  the  12th  did  not  constitute 
the  plan  by  which  Browns  Ferry  was  seized  and  Lookout  Valley  and  the  short  line 
recovered. 

Certain  it  is  we  hear  no  more  in  his  orders  or  dispatches  from  General  Rosecrans 
looking  to  such  an  advance,  and  further  thought  seems  to  have  led  him  to  seek  to 
make  use  of  Shellmound  in  another  way,  for  in  his  order  to  Hooker  of  the  18th 
(ibid.,  467)  he  says: 

It  will  be  necessary  to  make  extraordinary  efforts  to  get  the  road  passable  from 
Bridgeport  to  Jasper;  also  to  have  rations  thrown  into  Stevenson  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble.    It  will  require  almost  superhuman  efforts  to  sustain  us  here. 

■■  Italics  throughout  by  Mr.  Higgins. 
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That  steamboat  must  be  got  ready  so  that  we  can  freight  to  Shelhnound,  and  thus 
shorten  our  wa^ron  transportation.  This  will  require  us  to  hold  liotli  sides  of  the 
river  and  fortify,  hut  make  our  dejiot  on  this  side.  I  must  eunlide  the  pushing  up  of 
the  repairs  to  the  wagon  roads  and  seeing  that  our  supjilies  are  brought  for\\-ard  to 
your  care,  as  the  remoteness  of  our  position  and  the  necessity  of  the  active  authority 
and  intervention  of  the  officers  of  high  rank  are  absolutely  necessary  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  Army. 

So  Shellmound  was  to  be  fortified,  and  this,  together  with  the  employment  of  the 
steamboat,  utilized  in  shortening  the  Waldens  Ridge  route.  The  necessity  of  supi)lies 
was  now  growing  desperate.  No  word  appears  of  Hooker's  advance  to  I.ookout  Val- 
ley, while  the  scheme  of  the  12th,  too,  seems  to  have  been  definitely  abandoned. 

As  showing  "the  connection  of  General  Ivosecrans  with  the  reopening  of  the  river 
by  way  of  Browns  Ferry  and  Lookout  Valley,"  General  Boynton  quotes  from  the 
report  of  General  Whitaker  (O.  R.,  vol.  30,  pt.  3,  p.  828)  as  follows: 

The  Ninety-sixth  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  the  Eighty-fourth  Indiana  and  Tenth 
Indiana  Battery,  Fortieth  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  one  section  Fighteenth  Ohio  Bat- 
tery are  directly  opposite  the  base  of  Lookout  Mountain  protei'ting  the  ferry.  Tlie 
One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Illinois  Volunteers,  one  section  of  the  Eighteen"tli  Ohio 
Battery  at  Browns  Ferry,  about  3  miles  below  the  position  of  Colonel  Champion, 

and  adds: 

This  is  held  by  this  commission  to  dispose  of  General  Smith's  contention,  presented 
at  length  in  his  pamphlet  furnished  this  connnission  (pp.  24,  25),  that  General  Kose- 
crans  had  no  knowledge  of  the  real  Browns  Ferry,  but  supposed  it  to  be  at  the  mouth 
of  Lookout  Creek,  3  miles  below  [misquotation — "below"  should  be  "above"],  and 
opposite  Moccasin  Point. 

I  respectfully  submit  that  this  report  of  General  Whitaker  shows  there  Avas  u  ferry 
"directly  opposite  the  base  of  Lookout  Mountain;"  that  this  ferry  was  3  miles  above 
Browns  Ferry,  and  that  it  Avas  to  this  ferry  General  Rosecrans  referred  in  his  testi- 
mony before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  quoted  by  General  Boynton 
(and  also  by  General  Smith's  pamphlet,  p.  22),  where  he  says: 

As  early  as  the  4th  of  October,  fourteen  days  after  the  battle,  I  called  the  attention 
of  General  Thomas  and  General  Garfield  to  the  map  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinity, 
and,  pointing  out  to  them  the  positions,  stated  that  as  soon  as  I  could  possibly  get 
the  bridge  materials  for  the  purpose  I  would  take  possession  of  Lookout  Valley 
opposite  the  passage  over  the  extremity  of  the  mountain  and  fortify  it,  thus  com- 
pletely covering  the  road  from  there  to  Bridgeport  on  the  south  side,  as  well  as  the 
river,  and  giving  us  practical  possession  and  use  of  both,  as  well  as  of  Lookout  Val- 
ley; because,  by  means  of  a  fortified  tete-de-pont,  after  our  fortifications  at  Chatta- 
nooga were  completed,  Ave  could  easily  concentrate  our  Avhole  force  to  fight  the  enemy 
if  he  entered  Lookout  Valley,  and  that  Avithin  tAvo  hours'  march,  while  he  could  not 
approach  us  in  force  with  artillery  Avithout  making  a  circuit  over  Lookout  Mountain 
by  Avay  of  Fricks  and  Stevens  Gap,  26  miles  southeast,  Avhich  Avould  take  two  or 
three  days. 

The  point  in  Lookout  Valley  Avhich  General  Rosecrans  here  says  he  told  General 
Thomas  and  General  Garfield,  on  October  4,  he  Avould  "take  possession  of  as  soon 
as  he  could  possibly  get  the  bridge  materials  for  the  purpose,"  he  says  was  ''''opposite 
the  passage  over  the  extremity  of  the  mountain." 

General  Whitaker  in  his  report  says  his  infantry  (brigade)  and  Ohio  ])attery  "are 
directly  opposite  the  base  of  the  mountain  protecting  the  ferry." 

The  board  Avill  find  further  references  to  this  ferry  by  (xeneral  Whitaker  in  several 
reports  of  September  24  (ibid.,  pp.  827,  828,  829),  and  al.«o  to  the  f err yhoat  belonging 
to  the  ferry,  Avhich  icas  first  captured  by  the  rebels  and  afterwards  recaj>tured  from 
them. 

Whether  General  Rosecrans  actually  contemplated  throAving  a  bridge  at  that  point 
will  ncA-er  be  known.  It  is  rather  to  be  inferred  from  its  being  a  ferry  nearest  the 
jwint  in  Lookout  Valley  he  intended  to  seize. 

20002—01 13 


194 

On  the  other  hand,  it  apparently  was  impracticable  for  a  bridge  because  com- 
manded by  the  rebel  l^atterie?  on  Lookout  Mountain. 

But  General  Whitaker's  reports  can  not  be  used  as  evidence  to  show  that  General 
Eosecrans  contemplated  Browns  Ferry  as  a  place  for  a  bridge;  and  the  further  state- 
ment in  his  testimony — 

.  On  the  19th  of  October  I  examined  the  river  and  selected  a  point  for  the  crossing 
of  the  bridge  at  the  ferry  to  connect  Hooker's  with  the  forces  at  Chattanooga — 

is  conclusive  that  he  had  not  determined,  even  if  there  was  any  evidence  to  show 
that  he  had  considered  the  matter  before.  Certainly  there  is  no  evidence  to  show 
that  he  had  visited  the  spot  or  made  any  reconnoissance  of  the  river  before  the  19fli 
of  October. 

General  Boynton  calls  attention  to  the  following  telegrams  of  Mr.  Dana  to  Secre- 
tary Stanton  as  indicating  General  Rosecrans's  preparations  for  meeting  General 
Hooker's  forces  in  Lookout  Valley: 

September  26  (O.  R.,  vol.  30,  pt.  1,  p.  201): 

Rosecrans-is  about  to  lay  a  bridge  across  the  Tennessee  at  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek, 
so  that  he  can  operate  from  here  to  that  valley  without  crossing  the  mountain. 

September  29  (O.  R.,  vol.  30,  pt.  1,  p.  203): 

Hooker  will  be  tirst  stationed  at  Wauhatchie,  in  Lookout  Valley,  at  the  junction 
of  the  Chattanooga  and  Trenton  and  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroads. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  while  these  telegrams  show  that  General  Rosecrans  thus 
conceived  the  idea  of  the  cooperation  in  the  opening  of  the  Lookout  Valley  route  of 
the  forces  of  General  Hooker  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  yet  General  Rose- 
crans never  gave  any  orders  to  carry  such  plan  with  effect. 

General  Boynton  relies  upon  the  following  order  from  General  Rosecrans  to  Gen- 
eral Hooker  of  October  1  (O.  R.,  vol.  30,  pt.  4,  p.  25)  as  being  in  furtherance  of  such 
plan:  " Put  down  a  pontoon  bridge  and  make  immediate  preparation  for  crossing 
your  command  at  that  point." 

Other  dispatches  of  Mr.  Dana  might  have  been  quoted  to  show  that  General  Rose- 
crans contemplated  the  opening  of  the  short  line: 

October  4  (O.  R.,  vol.  30,  pt.  1,  p.  207) : 

Engineers  are  now  engaged  upon  the  pontoon  bridge  to  cross  the  Tennessee  at 
mouth  of  Lookout  Creek. 

Ortober  14  (ibid.,  p.  216): 

The  necessity  of  opening  the  river  being  thus  imperative,  General  Rosecrans  has 
ordered  Hookei'-to  concentrate  his  troops  preparatory  to  seizing  the  passes  of  Raccoon 
Mountain  and  occupying  Shellmound  and,  if  possible,  Lookout  Valley. 

This  refers  doubtless  to  the  orders  to  Hooker  of  the  12th,  which  I  have  already 
discussed. 

October  16,  12  m.  (ibid.,  218): 

Nothing  can  prevent  the  retreat  of  the  army  from  this  place  within  a  fortnight, 
and  with  a  vast  loss  of  public  property  and  possibly  of  life,  except  the  opening  ot  the 
river.  General  Hooker  has  been  ordered  to  prepare  for  this,  but  Rosecrans  thinks 
he  can  not  move  till  his  transportation  arrives  from  Xashville,  from  which  place  it 
marched  on  the  8th.  It  should  have  been  in  Bridgeport  on  the  14th,  but  is  not  yet 
reported.  The  telegraph  between  there  and  here  is  broken,  however,  and  it  now 
requires  ten  or  twelve  hours  for  carriers  to  make  the  distance. 

October  16,  4 p.  m.  (ibid.,  219) : 

I  have  just  had  a  full  conversation  with  General  Rosecrans  upon  the  situation. 
He  says  the  possession  of  the  river  as  far  up  as  the  head  of  Williams  Island  at  least 
is  a  sine  qua  non  to  the  holding  of  Chattanooga,  but  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  to 
make  any  movement  toward  gaining  such  possession  until  (General  Hooker's  troops 
are  concentrated  and  his  transportation  gets  up.  Hooker's  troops  are  now  scattered 
along  the  line  of  the  railroad  and  can  not  be  got  together  before  next  Wednesday. 
The  wagons  must  all  have  arrived  by  that  time,  and  if  the  enemy  does  not  interfere 
sooner  the  movement  upon  Raccoon  Mountain  and  Lookout  Valley  may  then  be 
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attempted.  Rosecrans,  however,  exjiects  that  as  soon  as  the  weather  will  allow,  the 
enemy  will  cross  the  river  in  force  on  our  left,  and  then  it  will  be  necessarv  for 
us  to  fight  a  battle  or  else  to  retreat  from  here  and  attempt  to  hold  the  line  of  the 
Cumberland  ^Mountains. 

I  will  say  frankly  to  the  board  that,  in  my  opinion,  these  dispatches  of  Mr.  Dana 
above  quoted  make  up  the  strongest  features  of  the  case  for  General  Rosecrans. 

They  manifest  that  he  was  lo.st  without  the  opening  of  the  Lookout  Valley  line, 
and  that  further  delay  was  dangerous,  if  not  fatal. 

His  idea  included  both  the  movement  of  Hooker  to  Wauhatchie  and  a  bridge  at 
Lookout  Valley,  and  this  was  his  view  as  early  as  the  first  dispatch  of  September  26 
ami  as  late  as  that  of  October  16.  But  conceiling  all  that,  it  still  leaves  his  plan 
defective.  It  was  not  the  i)lan  ])y  which  Browns  Ferry  was  seized.  Hooker's  force 
brought  up,  the  two  armies  united,  and  the  Army  of  the  Cuml)erland  saved. 

These  dispatches,  as  well  as  the  orders  of  October  1,  12,  and  17,  indicate  action  and 
movement  by  Hooker  without  any  reference  whatever  to  a  simultaneous  seizure  and 
bridging  of  Browns  Ferry.  September  29  Hooker's  objective  was  to  1)e  Shellmound. 
October  1  he  was  merely  to  cross  the  river  at  Bridgeport.  October  12  he  was  to  go 
certainly  to  Shellmound  and  to  Whitesides  and,  if  possible.  Lookout  Valley.  On 
the  16th  it  was  "Williams  Island  which  was  the  "sine  qua  non  to  the  holding  of 
Chattanooga,"  but  not  Browns  Ferry. 

No  word  appears  in  these  dispatches  of  3Ir.  Dana  that  the  advance  of  Hooker  and 
the  bridging  of  the  Tennessee  at  Lookout  Valley  were  dependent  on  one  another. 
Nothing  of  the  kind  appears  in  the  orders  of  October  1,  4,  12,  17,  or  18. 

I  will  not  cumber  this  paper  by  here  requoting  these  orders  nor  with  repeating  the 
presentation  of  the  military  fact  that  either  movement,  if  made  disjointly  and  by 
itself,  would,  through  attracting  Bragg  in  force  into  Lookout  Valley,  have  hopelessly 
defeated  the  achievement. 

The  pinch  of  the  lack  of  any  order  or  orders  from  General  Rosecrans  l)y  which  the 
Browns  Ferry  movement  was  ])lanned  seems  to  be  felt  by  General  Boynton,  and  so 
we  have  introduced  certain  testimony  ])j  General  Butterfield,  General  Wilder,  Gen- 
eral Garfield,  General  Reynolds,  Colonel  MacKay,  Major  Bond,  Captain  Margedant, 
and  others;  also  the  speech  of  General  Rosecrans  at  the  banquet  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  December  15,  1869;  the  remarks  made  by  way  of  interrup- 
tion of  General  Rosecrans  by  Generals  Granger  and  Sheridan,  besides  the  report  of 
General  Thomas  in  1866  to  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  AVar,  and  the  testi- 
mony of  General  Rosecrans  before  the  same  committee  on  April  22,  1865. 

I  assume  it  will  not  be  disputed  that  all  such  testimony  given  by  witnesses  years 
after  the  happening  of  the  events  will  be  received  with  the  largest  measure  of 
allowance. 

In  no  case  can  they  be  permitted  to  contradict  the  official  record  of  dispatches  and 
orders.  Where  they  are  the  evidence  recorded  by  the  witnesses  at  the  time  of  the 
transactions,  as,  for  example,  the  diary  of  Captain  Fox  as  to  the  fact  that  1,000  feet 
of  bridging  was  ready  at  the  date  of  seizing  Browns  Ferry  and  that  900  feet  only  was 
needed,  and  also  the  personal  letters  of  General  Smith  to  his  home  as  to  the  facts 
and  circumstances  of  the  Browns  Ferry  movement,  such  a  private  record,  made  at 
the  time  and  before  this  dispute  was  mooted,  will  be  second  only,  if  at  all,  to  the  offi- 
cial record  as  authentic  evidence  of  the  facts  therein  stated. 

It  is  casting  no  imputation  upon  the  veracity  of  gentlemen  that  under  such  condi- 
tions they  are  subject  to  the  infirmities  of  human  memory. 

The  unreliability  of  testimony  of  this  character  is  made  especially  manifest  by  the 
letter  of  General  Butterfielil,  which  is  sought  to  be  used  to  eke  out  the  following  dis- 
patch of  General  Hooker  to  Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Granger,  then  at  Nashville  (0.  R,,  vol. 
SO,  pt.  4,  p.  482) : 
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Dispatch  received.  Have  just  received  orders  from  department  headquarters  to 
hold  my  command  in  readiness  to  march  at  short  notice.  Yours  will  be  the  only 
troops  left  on  the  line  when  I  leave;  therefore  I  can  not  leave  them.  Confer  with 
General  Eosecrans  on  the  subject. 

The  attempt  is  by  this  dispatch  to  show  that  the  "orders  just  received  from  depart- 
ment headquarters"  werj;  orders  from  General  Rosecrans.  As  no  such  orders  appear 
of  record,  it  must  be  claimed  that  they  were  lost  or  left  out  of  the  record  by  some 
mistake.  Of  course  such  a  claim  is  a  mere  assumption,  and  unless  otherwise  estab- 
lished must  be  held  by  the  board  as  being  contrary  to  the  fact. 

The  orders  in  question  can  only  be  those  of  the  17th,  10  p.  m.  (ibid.,  p.  446),  a 
part  of  which  I  here  reproduce: 

If  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  cross  the  Tennessee  in  force  above  us,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  your  command  to  come  up.  The  general  commanding  directs  you  to 
make  such  preliminary  preparations  as  will  enable  you  to  move  promptly  and  effectu- 
ally. To  this  end  the  Twelfth  Corps  ought  to  be  as  far  down  as  is  consistent  with 
the  protection  of  the  exposed  points  of  the  railroad. 

Reliance  is  doubtless  placed  upon  the  words  of  Hooker  to  Granger,  "have  just 
received  orders  from  department  headquarters,"  etc.,  to  show  that  the  dispatch  had 
been  sent  that  day,  the  19th,  or  at  most  on  the  18th,  the  day  preceding. 

But  the  dispatch  of  Hooker  to  Granger  of  the  19th  was  dated  at  9  a.  m.  That  of 
General  Rosecrans  to  General  Hooker  of  the  17th  was  dated  at  10  p.  m.  Now,  Mr. 
Dana,  in  his  first  dispatch  of  the  15th,  at  12  m.,  to  Mr.  Stanton  (O.  R.,  vol.  30,  pt.  1, 
p.  218),  says  of  certain  information  expected  from  Hooker: 

It  should  have  been  in  Bridgejiort  on  the  14th,  but  is  not  yet  reported.  The  tele- 
graph between  there  and  here  [Chattanooga]  is  broken,  however,  and  it  now  requires 
ten  to  twelve  hours  for  carriers  to  make  the  distance. 

And  this  he  gives  as  a  probable  explanation  of  the  nonreceipt  of  information  two 
days  old. 

And  yet  it  is  sought  to  fill  this  gap  and  buttress  this  theory  by  a  statement  from 
General  Butterfield,  nearly  forty  years  later,  that  "by  General  Hooker's  orders  and 
through  telegraphic  agreement  with  General  Rosecrans  I  left  Stevenson  for  Chatta- 
nooga and  a  conference  and  agreement  with  General  Rosecrans  as  to  our  proposed 
march  to  the  relief  of  the  situation  at  Chattanooga  with  our  forces." 

Here  is  an  attempt,  after  this  laps^  of  time,  to  prove  the  existence  of  one  lost  order 
by  further  proof  by  word  of  mouth  of  the  existence  of  a  second  lost  order,  both  orders 
being  from  the  commander  of  the  army  and  of  the  highest  character  of  importance. 

But  General  Hooker's  dispatch  to  General  Granger  was  dated  on  the  19th,  at  9  a.  m. 
On  that  morning  General  Rosecrans  left  upon  his  reconnoissance.  The  alleged  dis- 
patch could  only  have  been  sent,  according  to  the  theory,  on  the  18th.  But  why 
would  Rosecrans  give  Hooker,  on  the  18th,  orders  to  concentrate  and  move  more  per- 
emptory than  those  of  the  17th,  when  he  had  not  yet,  by  visiting  Browns  Ferry,  made 
up  his  mind  where  and  when  to  throw  a  bridge  there? 

Moreover,  is  General  Butterfield  now  advancing  a  theory  that  after  all  it  was  he 
and  General  Hooker  who  had  worked  out  the  scheme  for  the  relief  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland ;  that  somehow  General  Rosecrans  devised  this  and  had  asked  Hooker 
to  send  up  Butterfield  to  help  work  it  out?  If  that  be  true,  what  becomes  of  the 
dispatches  of  Mr.  Dana? 

Further,  how  does  this  late-born  theory  of  General  Butterfield  comport  with  the 
dispatches  of  Mr.  Dana? 

Chattanooga,  October  25 — 11  a.  m. 

I  am  going  to  Bridgeport  to  observe  General  Hooker's  movement  to  Raccoon 
Mountain,  in  which  he  has  so  far  manifested  a  surprising  unreadiness.  (O.  R.,  vol. 
31,  pt.  l,p.  70.) 

Bridgeport,  October  27 — 6.30  a.  m. 

Troops  are  now  just  moving  out  for  Shellmound  and  Raccoon  Mountain.  No  evi- 
dence to  show  that  the  rebels  will  oppose  the  undertaking.     Hooker  came  here  from 
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Stevenson  last  night.  He  is  in  an  unfortunate  state  of  mind  for  one  who  has  to 
cooperate — fault-tinding,  criticising,  dissatisfied.  No  doubt  the  chaos  of  Rosecrans'a 
administration  is  as  bad  as  he  descril)es,  but  he  is  quite  as  truculent  toward  the  plan 
he  is  now  to  execute  as  toward  the  impotence  and  confusion  uf  the  old  regime. 
(Ibid,  p.  72. ) 

The  speech  of  General  Rosecrans  at  Indianapolis  in  1869  adds  nothing  that  I  can 
perceive  to  this  discussion.  That  he  had  "directed  other i:)ontoons  to  be  constructed 
b}' which  we  could  throw  a  bridge  across  the  Tennessee  lielowthe  mouth  of  Lookout 
Creek,  on  which  to  march  and  take  possession  of  Lookout  Valley,"  is  not  disputed, 
except  so  far  as  he  had,  at  tlie  time  he  ordered  the  pontoons,  fixed  upon  a  point  below 
Lookout  Creek  as  the  place  to  throw  the  bridge. 

This  statement  by  General  Rosecrans  is  not  consistent  with  the  later  utterance  in 
his  speech : 

On  the  19th  of  October  we  proceeded  to  examine  the  exact  point  where  we  intended 
to  cross  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  taking  possession  of  Lookout  Valley. 

He  does  not  say  where  he  located  the  point  to  throw  the  bridge. 

He  does  not  say  that  on  either  the  day  before  or  on  the  19th,  before  he  started  on 
his  reconnoissance,  he  sent  fresh  orders  to  Hooker  for  any  cooperation  with  some 
movement  that  might  grow  out  of  his  reconnoissance.  Nor  is  it  improbable  that 
General  Rosecrans,  as  he  says,  consulted  with  the  commanders  of  his  army  corps  or 
with  General  Sheridan  as  to  his  plans.     General  Granger  says: 

I  remem1)er  the  night  of  the  discussion  in  General  Sheridan's  tent  about  crossing 
that  river,  and  when  we  would  cross  it,  and  where,  and  how,  and  what  was  necessary 
to  cross  it  with. 

General  Granger  does  not  state  that  any  plan  was  concluded  upon,  or  what  the 
plan  was,  or  the  ]>lace  of  crossing,  or  at  what  date  the  discussion  took  place. 

All  his  indefiniteness  the  l)oard  must  supply  from  the  full  and  ample  dispatches  of 
I\Ir.  Dana,  recorded  at  the  time,  from  whom  nothing  could  or  would  have  been  with- 
held by  General  Rosecrans  that  he  would  confide  to  his  corps  commanders. 

For  further  evidence  that  General  Rosecrans,  before  being  relieved  of  the  command, 
gave  such  an  order  to  General  Ho(jker,  reliance  is  placed  upon  the  clause  in  the  order 
of  General  Thomas  in  taking  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cuudjerland  (0.  R.,  vol. 
30,  pt.  4,  p.  485),  issued  at  11  p.  m.  of  October  19,  as  follows: 

He  desires  that  you  will  use  all  possible  dispatch  in  concentrating  your  command 
and  in  preparing  to  move  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  General  Rosecrans, 
leaving  proper  railroad  guards. 

And  also  to  the  following  statement,  ai)])endea  by  General  Thomas  to  the  al)ove 
order,  in  the  report  he  made  in  1866  to  the  Conunittee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War: 

The  instructions  referred  to  above  were  to  concentrate  as  much  of  his  command  at 
Bridgeport  as  he  could  safely  spare  from  guarding  the  railroad  between  that  point 
and  Nashville,  and  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  move  at  any  moment  toward  Chat- 
tanooga for  the  purpose  of  opening  communication  with  that  place  by  river  and  by 
rail.  Before  he  was  relieved  in  command  of  the  department  of  the  Cumberland, 
General  Rosecrans  and  his  chief  engineer.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  ¥.  Smith,  had  consulted 
together  as  to  means  of  relieving  the  army  at  Chattanooga  from  the  perilous  condi- 
tion it  was  in,  owing  to  the  great  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies,  and  had  })artially 
planned  the  movement,  which  was  left  to  me  to  be  completed  when  I  assumed  com- 
mand, namely,  to  open  a  short  line  of  supplies  from  Bridgeport. 

As  to  both  this  order  and  statement  of  General  Thomas  I  beg  to  renew  the  points 
made  by  General  Smith  in  his  reply  to  the  paper  of  General  Duffield. 

Taking  the  last  jjart  of  his  statement  uji  first,  General  Thomas  could  not  speak  of 
his  own  knowledge  of  what  passed  between  two  other  people — General  Rosecrans  and 
General  Smith — unless  it  occurred  in  his  j^resence,  which  is  not  contended.  He  was 
writing  his  recollections,  three  years  after  they  happened,  of  events  that  took  place 
prior  to  his  taking  the  command.     It  is  probable  in  this  statement  he  gave  his  mere 
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impressions  as  they  remained  after  the  lapse  of  three  years.  It  is  improbable  that 
he  could  have  named  his  informant,  or  that  he  even  made  it  on  hearsay.  He  prob- 
ably was  not  thinking  of  how  this  might  affect  General  Smith.  He  was  merely 
manifesting  toward  General  Eosecrans  a  characteristic  magnanimity.  (See  General 
Smith's  remarks  quoted  by  General  Boynton,  page  9.     [Page  30  of  this  reprint.]) 

But,  second,  after  quoting  his  order  of  the  19th  to  General  Hooker,  General  Thomas 
says  (to  repeat) : 

The  instruction  referred  to  in  the  above  were  to  concentrate  as  much  of  his  com- 
mand at  Bridgeport  as  he  could  safely  spare  from  guarding  the  railroad  between  that 
point  and  Nashville,  and  to  hold  himself  in  readine^^s  to  move  at  any  moment  toward 
Chattanooga  for  the  purpose  of  opening  communication  with  that  place  by  river  and 
by  rail.  Before  he  was  relieved  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
General  Rosecrans  and  his  chief  engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  had  consulted 
together  as  to  means  of  relieving  the  army  at  Chattanooga  from  the  perilous  condi- 
tion it  was  in,  owing  to  the  great  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies,  and  had  partially 
planned  the  movement  which  was  left  to  me  to  be  completed  when  I  assumed  com- 
mand, namely,  to  open  a  short  line  of  supplies  from  Bridgeport. 

I  contend  that  the  constructions  here  referred  to  by  General  Thomas  are,  and  can 
be,  no  other  than  those  of  the  17th  instant,  which  looked  two  ways. 

If  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  cross  the  Tennessee  in  force  above  ns  it  will  be 
necessary  for  your  force  to  come  up. 

The  general  commanding  directs  you  to  make  such  preliminary  preparations  as 
will  enable  you  to  move  promptly  and  effectually.  To  this  end  the  Twelfth  Corps 
ought  to  be  as  far  down  as  will  enable  you  to  move  promptly  and  effectuallv.  *  *  * 
We  must  have  the  river,  and  that  soon. 

I  repeat  here  the  rea.«ons  why  no  order  to  "concentrate"  could  have  gone  from 
General  Eosecrans  to  (General  Hooker  on  the  18th  or  19th. 

First.  There  is  no  such  order  of  record. 

Second.  Nothing  appears  in  the  record,  nor  has  any  reason  been  advanced  to  show 
that  General  Rosecrans  sent  such  orders  on  the  19th,  in  the  early  morning,  before  he 
started  on  his  reconnoissance.  Of  course  he  did  not  on  his  return  when  he  found 
himself  relieved  oi  the  command. 

Third.  His  dispatch  to  Hooker  of  the  18th,  of  record,  precludes  the  idea  of  his 
sending  any  other,  inconsistent,  variant,  or  even  supplemental.     Its  directions  were: 

(1)  To  "make  feasable"  the  road  from  Bridgeport  to  Jasper. 

(2)  To  throw  rations  into  Stevenson. 

(3)  To  shorten  wagon  transportation  by  bridging,  by  steamboat,  to  Shellmound. 

(4)  "This  will  require  us  to  hold  both  .s-u/es  of  Vie  river  [at  Shellmound]  and  fortify; 
but  make  our  depot  on  this  side." 

Clearly  the  seizing  and  fortifying  Shellmound  on  the  ISth,  thus  moving  into  Look- 
out Valley  and  arousing  Bragg  from  his  slumber,  does  not  imply  a  scheme  at  the 
same  time  for  the  seizure  of  Browns  Ferry  with  the  simultaneous  advance  of  Hooker, 
let  alone  an  order  on  the  same  day  looking  to  such  an  alteration. 

(5)  "It  will  require  almost  superhuman  efforts  to  sustain  us  here."  Not  by  the 
short  line,  nor  by  Browns  Ferry,  but  by  Jasper,  through  Shellmound,  by  the  Wal- 
dens  Ridge  route,  and  through  shortening  it.  How  can  the  mere  impressions,  even 
of  General  Thomas,  three  years  later,  stand  against  the  weight  of  the  records  of  this 
official  dispatch? 

(6)  "  If  Sherman  comes  in  from  Huntsville  the  general  commanding  will  be  able 
to  concentrate  and  move  your  entire  strength  according  to  circumstances.  We  must 
have  the  river,  and  that  soon."  Here  it  would  seem  that  any  move  to  "have  the 
river"  was  dependent  on  Sherman's  arrival. 

Where  in  this  dispatch  of  the  18th  to  Hooker  is  there  anything  to  admit  that  on 
the  same  day  he  sent  Hooker  another  order  "to  concentrate  and  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  move  at  any  moment  toward  Chattanooga  for  the  purpose   of  opening 
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communication  with  that  place  by  river  and  rail,"  as  General  Thomas  says  in  his 
"statement?" 

Fourth.  Where  is  there  any  evidence  to  corroborate  the  theory  of  such  a  lost  order 
to  Hooker  on  the  18th  in  the  dispatch  of  that  date  of  General  Rosecrans  to  General 
Halleck?  (0.  R.,  Vol.  30,  pt.  4,  p.  476)  or, 

Fifth.  In  his  dispatch  of  the  19th  to  General  Halleck  (ibid.,  477, 478),  both  which 
I  have  fully  discussed  in  my  former  paper,  except  in  the  latter  as  to  one  point.  Gen- 
eral Halleck  on  the  18th  asks  (ibid.,  455) : 

Why  give  up  to  the  enemy  the  pa.sses  of  Lookout  Mountain?  By  holding  them  can 
you  not  cover  your  railniad  and  river  comnmnications  with  Bridgeport?  Would  it 
not  be  best  to  regain  them,  even  at  a  heavy  loss? 

To  which  General  Rosecrans  on  the  19th  replied : 

We  expect  to  retake  it  as  soon  as  we  are  prepared  to  hold  it.  That  could  be  done 
only  upon  the  railroad  being  secured,  the  depots  replenished,  and  Hooker's  transpor- 
tation provided.     Without  that  we  can  not  subsist  in  a  suitable  position. 

This  dispatch  undoubtedly  was  General  Rosecrans's  military  reason  why  the 
movement  urged  by  General  Halleck  to  reopen  the  short  line  could  not  then  be 
made.     But, 

First.  How  can  this  state  of  General  Rosecrans's  mind  be  reconciled  with  the 
theory  that  on  the  day  before,  the  18th,  he  had  sent  this  alleged  lost  order  to 
General  Hooker,  looking  to  an  immediate  movement  to  recover  the  Lookout  Valley 
line? 

Second.  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  board  to  the  order  of  General  Rosecrans 
to  General  Hooker  on  the  12th  (0.  R.,  Vol.  30,  pt.  4,  p.  322),  asking  if  he  can  move  a 
division  to  Shellmound  and  push  a  brigade  to  W^hitesides,  when  he  saj^s:  "They  can 
take  ten  days'  rations  in  haversack  and  knapsack."  Also,  to  the  following  extract 
from  the  order  of  General  Thomas  to  General  Hooker  of  October  24  (0.  R.,  Vol.  31, 
pt.  1,  pp.  43,  44),  being  the  specific  order  for  the  advance  to  cooperate  with  the 
seizure  of  Browns  Ferry: 

If  you  can  do  so,  it  is  better  not  to  move  tvagons  to  the  sotdh  side  of  the  river  at  present. 
You  will,  however,  exercise  your  judgment  on  this  point.  Report  by  telegraph 
when  you  are  ready.  We  will  cooperate  at  Browns  Ferry,  as  well  as  at  Rankins 
Ferry.  The  object  of  this  movement  is  to  hold  the  road  and  to  gain  possession  of 
the  river  as  far  as  Browns  Ferry. 

Also,  to  the  order  of  General  Hooker  to  General  Geary  of  October  25  (ibid.,  46): 
"Hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  march  at  12  m.  to-morrow.  We  march  with 
three  days'  rations  without  wagons." 

So  it  would  seem  that  on  the  12th  General  Rosecrans  did  not  consider  Hooker's 
transportation  indispensable  to  the  movement.  Neither  did  General  Thomas,  while 
in  fact  it  was  made  with  only  three  days'  rations  and  without  wagons. 

These  dispatches  are  cited  to  show  how  improbable  is  the  theory  of  a  lost  order 
from  General  Rosecrans  to  General  Hooker  of  the  18th  for  an  immediate  movement 
to  open  the  Lookout  Valley  line,  or,  as  indicated  in  the  statement  of  General  Thomas. 

I  would  further  call  the  attention  of  the  board  to  the  specific  character  in  the 
orders  for  the  movement  of  General  Thomas  of  the  24th  that  the  march  of  Hooker 
was  in  cooperation  with  the  seizing  of  Brown's  Ferry. 

It  is  further  shown  in  the  order  of  General  Thomas  to  General  Hooker  of  October 
26  (ibid.,  p.  47): 

Your  telegram  of  10  p.  m.  last  night  received.  Commence  the  movement  to-morrow 
morning,  27th,  and  open  and  secure  the  railroad  and  wagon  road  from  Bridgeport  to 
Rankins  Ferry,  and  thence  as  far  toward  Chattanooga  as  you  can.  General  Palmer 
will  cooperate  with  you  at  Rankins  Ferry.  We  will  cross  a  cooperating  force  at 
Browns  Ferry  and  take  possession  of  the  south  bank  there. 
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And  also  of  the  same  date  (ibid.). 

Except  in  the  most  general  way,  as  I  have  before  submitted,  the  dispatches  of 
General  Rosecrans  show  no  evidence  of  a  dispatch  and  former  plan  of  cooperation. 
Nothing  of  the  kind  appears  as  coming  from  him  on  the  18th  or  19th. 

General  Smith's  plan  does  appear  in  the  above  orders  of  General  Thomas  to  Gen- 
eral Hooker  of  the  24th  and  26th,  orders  based  upon  the  vital  quality  of  cooperation 
between  the  force  of  Hooker  and  those  seizing  Browns  Ferry. 

That  it  was  the  plan  of  General  Smith  and  not  of  General  Thomas  and  not  of  Gen- 
eral Garfield  is  shown  by  the  dispatch  of  Mr.  Dana,  of  October  24  (ibid.,  70),  which 
I  here  requote: 

Grant  arrived  last  night,  wet,  dirty,  and  well.  He  is  just  going  to  reconnoiter  an 
important  position  which  General  Smith  has  discovered  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout 
Valley,  and  which  will  be  occupied  from  here  simultaneously  with  Hooker's  occupa- 
tion of  Raccoon  Mountain.  This  movement  will  probably  take  place  within  three 
days. 

Also  by  the  later  report  of  General  Thomas  (pamphlet  of  General  Smith,  p.  30) : 

To  Brigadier-General  Smith,  chief  engineer,  should  ])e  accorded  great  praise  for  the 
ingenuity  which  conceived  and  the  ability  which  executed  the  movement  at  Browns 
Ferry. 

To  these  I  would  add  the  record  made  bj'  General  Smith  at  the  time  in  the  form  of 
a  letter  home,  dated  October  31.  (See  his  paper  of  March,  1900,  pp.  30-31.)  As  I 
said  before,  this  record,  made  at  the  time  and  before  the  dispute  was  mooted,  comes 
as  evidence  entitled  to  the  highest  credence: 

On  the  19th  of  October  I  was  scouting  along  the  river  bank  3  or  4  miles  below  here 
and  I  came  to  a  place  that  attracted  my  attention.  On  the  other  side  of  the  river  was 
a  sharp  ridge  of  hills,  a  mile  and  a  half  long,  the  base  of  which  was  washed  by  the 
river.  Between  this  ridge  and  a  high,  rugged  mountain  was  a  narrow  valley,  which 
was  a  strong  place  for  us,  and  would  give  a  good  share  of  the  river  if  we  owned  it, 
and  would  also  give  us  an  opportunity  of  aiding  Hooker  on  his  march  to  seize  the  rest 
of  the  river,  should  he  meet  with  any  heavy  force.  Its  inmiense  importance  struck 
me,  and  I  found  a  deep  gorge  in  the  hills  through  which  ran  a  road  for  an  old  ferry. 
I  sat  down  on  the  bank  of  the  river  for  two  hours,  within  a  thousand  feet  of  a  rebel 
picket  who  thought  me  some  soldier  not  on  duty,  and  as  I  sat  there  I  conceived  a 
plan  for  the  capture  of  that  hill,  which,  if  taken,  would  make  Hooker's  work  easy  and 
give  our  soldiers  and  animals  something  to  eat,  and  give  Chattanooga  to  us.  That 
day  General  Thomas  took  command,  and  I  proposed  it  to  him  and  asked  him  to  go 
and  look  at  the  place  and  see  for  himself.  General  Grant  came  then,  and  the  day 
after  he  came  I  took  the  two  down  and  showed  them  the  promised  land.  They  were 
both  impressed  with  the  great  value  of  it,  and  I  was  allowed  to  arrange  the  details 
myself.  Mr.  Dana  suggested  that  1  be  allowed  to  command  the  expedition,  and  that 
was  done.  *  *  *  These  two  hours'  W(irk  with  the  axes  and  we  could  not  be 
driven  out.  The  thing  was  done,  and  I  thanked  God,  who  had  given  us  so  signal  a 
success  when  the  risks  were  so  great  and  where  the  stake  was  so  immense.  *  *  * 
The  next  day  Hooker  came  into  the  valley,  which  we  already  occupied,  but  posted 
his  troops  so  carelessly  that  he  was  nearly  overwhelmed,  and  all  our  gains  nearly  lost. 

Anthony  Higgixs, 

For  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith. 


ADDITIONAL  STATEMENT  OF  GENERAL  SMITH. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 
Wilmington,  Del.,  January  31,  1901. 
Gen.  George  L.  Gillespie, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army. 

General:  A  few  days  ago  General  Smith  gave  our  typewriter  the  manuscript  of  a 

letter  to  the  board  of  which  you  are  a  member,  to  be  put  in  type,  and  later  took  the 

letter  from  her  and  sent  it  to  the  board.     General  Smith  has  been  more  or  less  ill 

for  some  time,  and  was  then  in  no  condition  to  examine  and  correct  the  letter.     I 
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understand  that  there  were  some  errors  in  it,  and  I  have  therefore  had  a  copy  made 
of  the  original  letter  and  inclose  it  herewith  for  such  use  as  may  be  desired.  I  do 
this  as  I  know  General  Smith  would  have  it  done.  He  is  now  under  a  physician's 
care. 

Yours,  truly,  H.  Siebekc;,  Clerk. 


Wilmington,  Del.,  January  3S,  1901. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke,  U.  S.  A., 

Premient  Board,  etc. 

General:  I  have  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  in  which  you  state  that  it  will 
"hardly  be  necessary  for  me  to  appear  before  the  board,  as  you  thoroughly  under- 
stand the  subject."  Had  I  not  lieen  ill  and  in  bed  I  should  have  accompanied  my 
counsel  and  appeared  before  the  board  at  that  time.  I  had  understood  that  the 
locality  had  been  visited  by  two  members  of  the  board  in  company  with  the  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Park  Commission,  at  which  time  I  supposed  you  were  receiving 
oral  and  ex  parte  evidence,  though  I  am  relieved  from  that  supposition  by  the  state- 
ment in  your  letter,  to  which  I  am  replying,  "that  you  have  not  received  any  oral 
evidence  or  argument  from  anyone  except  ex-Senator  Higgins."  I  trust  that  the 
board  will  correct  the  unwitting  mistake  made  to  my  counsel,  causing  delay  in  final 
papers,  that  in  the  paper  furnisheil  to  your  board  by  the  president  of  the  National 
Park  Commission  he  presented  "only  a  statement  of  the  record." 

I  have  written  a  paper  on  matters  of  moment,  which  I  had  iutended  to  present 
orally  to  the  board,  but  as  I  am  not  to  appear,  may  I  ask  the  courtesy  of  the  board, 
even  if  it  is  not  considered,  that  it  may  be  forwarded  by  you  with  your  report  and 
papers  in  the  case?  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  bring  before  the  Ijoard  any  paper  going 
to  disprove  the  statements  in  the  paper  written  in  answer  to  my  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  this  su]:)ject  in  March,  1900. 

Very  respectfully,  Wm.  F.  Smith. 


Wilmington,  Del.  ,  January  — ,  1901. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  R.  Brooke,  U.  S.  A., 
Col.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  U.  S.  A., 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  V.  Sheridan,  U.  S.  A., 

Board  in  re  Legend  on  Atlas: 

I  suppose  it  will  be  conceded  nem.  con.  that  on  the  2oth  of  September,  1863,  the 
fate  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  depended  upon  shortening  the  line  of  supplies 
from  Bridgeport  to  Chattanooga  to  fit  the  transportation  capacity  of  the  army. 

Second.  It  will  doubtless  also  be  conceded  that  the  only  jiossible  way  in  which 
that  line  could  be  sufficiently  shortened  to  meet  the  exigency  of  the  situation  was  by 
getting  control  of  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  line  south  of  the  Tennessee  River  between 
Lookout  Mountain  and  Bridgeport. 

That  truth  must  have  stared  in  the  face  even  the  meanest  capacity  in  that  army. 
No  person,  therefore,  could  claim  special  credit  for  ability  or  knowledge  for  evolving 
such  a  self-evident  truth. 

That  that  was  in  the  mind  of  General  Rosecrans  when  on  the  26th  of  September 
Mr.  Dana  spoke  of  Wauhatchie  as  the  place  to  secure  in  Lookout  Valley  can  not  be 
doubted.  The  dispatch  to  Hooker  of  the  1st  of  October  followed  by  that  of  the  4th 
of  October  was  also  born  evidently  of  the  same  idea. 

There  were  three  ways  of  obtaining  the  desired  end:  First,  the  capture  and  hold- 
ing of  Lookout  Mountain;  second,  the  capture  and  holding  of  Lookout  Valley;  third, 
the  holding  of  Raccoon  Mountain  from  the  passes  to  its  base  on  the  Tennessee  River. 
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I  think  no  one  will  dispute  that  the  tirst  two  plans  at  least  required  a  cooperative 
and  simultaneous  movement  from  Chattanooga,  such  as  bridge  material,  bridge 
makers,  a  guard  to  hold  the  ground  at  the  south  end  while  the  bridge  was  being 
built,  and  a  force  to  cross  and  hold  the  ground  and  be  ready  to  assist  in  clearing  the 
way  for  the  Bridgeport  contingent  when  it  should  enter  through  the  passes  of  Rac. 
coon  Mountain  into  Lookout  Valley.  That  required  study  and  preparations  which 
had  to  be  confided  to  officers  at  both  ends  of  the  line  without  danger  of  leakage,  and 
if  Rosecrans  had  not  such  agents  he  was  handicapped  indeed.  That  such  question  of 
leakage  was  not  in  Rosecrans' s  mind  will  appear,  not  from  Mr.  Dana's  dispatches  of 
September  26  and  October  4,  but  from  the  dispatch  of  Rosecrans  to  Hodges  Septem- 
ber 30,  and  from  Rosecrans' s  testimony  as  to  his  conference  with  Generals  Thomas 
and  Garfield  October  4. 

That  which  has  been  brought  in  evidence  before  your  board  as  to  Rosecrans' s  speech 
in  1869,  with  the  remarks  of  Generals  Granger  and  Sheridan  thereto,  if  accepted, 
strengthens  the  idea.  There  was  then  no  valid  objection  to  Rosecrans  planning  out 
in  detail  this  whole  cooperative  movement  and  giving  to  Hooker  at  one  end  and  his 
own  chief  engineer  at  the  other  end  (who  was  not  thrust  upon  him,  but  accepted  the 
position  under  protest)  such  parts  as  they  would  have  to  carry  out.  That  this  was 
never  done  as  far  as  Hooker  was  concerned  is  shown  by  Dana's  dispatch  from  Bridge- 
port, showing  Hooker's  opposition  "to  the  new  plan,"  and  by  General  Hooker's 
protest,  October  27,  I  think. 

That  the  plan  was  not  made  known  to  the  P^ngineer  Deiiartment  and  orders  given 
for  a  bridge  to  be  made  is  shown  by  the  dispatch  of  Rosecrans  to  Halleck,  7.30  p.  m., 
October  18,  wherein  he  states  that  boats  for  a  second  bridge  at  Chattanooga  are  being 
built.  There  was  but  one  bridge  plant  and  one  set  of  makers,  and  they  were  turning 
out  boats,  etc.,  as  fast  as  possible,  Two  bridges  could  not,  therefore,  be  under  way  at 
the  same  time.     Therefore,  up  to  the  18th  no  cooperation  had  been  directed. 

Rosecrans's  order  of  October  1  might  have  been  intended  to  inaugurate  a  movement 
to  open  the  short  line.  It  could  not  have  been  cooperative,  for  there  were  no  boats 
for  a  bridge  at  Chattanooga  at  that  time. 

The  order  of  October  12  could  not  possibly  have  looked  forward  to  an  occupation 
of  Lookout  Valley.  The  suggestion  of  the  17th  is  with  reference  to  a  movement  of 
Bragg  on  our  left  and  as  affording,  when  Sherman  arrives,  a  movement  "according 
to  circumstances."  That  was  Rosecrans's  last  order  referring  to  the  concentration 
of  Hooker's  command. 

The  suggestions  or  order  of  the  18th  can  not  possibly  be  distorted  into  anything 
but  a  plan  to  transport  to  Shellmound  by  water  and  take  to  the  road  over  Walden's 
ridge.  On  the  19th  Rosecrans  went  on  a  reconnoissance,  claims  that  he  found 
Browns  Ferry,  and  went  back  to  headquarters  to  find  himself  out  of  command. 
Did  he  then  impart  to  Thomas  his  plan,  and  thus  entitle  himself  to  the  place  accorded 
to  him  in  the  obnoxious  "legend?"  There  is  not  a  particle  of  evidence  to  favor 
that  idea. 

Rosecrans's  testimony  in  1865,  which  is  before  your  board,  must  be  accepted. 
That  is  positive  as  to  his  plan,  and  the  reasons  for  its  being  a  success,  and  no  photo- 
graph could  fix  the  locality  better  than  the  words  "opposite  the  passage  over  the 
extremity  of  the  mountain."  That  locality  was  not  used  by  Thomas,  and  therefore 
the  plan  adopted  was  not  devised  by  General  Rosecrans. 

Rosecrans's  testimony  is  supported  by  Mr.  Dana's  telegram  of  the  4th. 

It  will  not  do  in  the  face  of  such  evidence  to  state  that  General  Rosecrans  could 
not  have  intended  to  put  the  bridge  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek,  as  he  was  too 
clever  an  engineer.  Very  many  clever  engineers  have  made  grave  mistakes  before, 
and  Rosecrans  had  had  two  years  to  select  his  words  and  his  place  for  a  bridge,  and 
his  statement  before  the  committee  must  have  been  made  deliberately,  leaving 
nothing  to  correct. 
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If  the  board  will  read  carefully  the  dispatches  of  Mr.  Dana  during  that  trying 
month  of  October,  1863,  they  may  find  ample  reasons  for  the  confusion  that  seemed 
to  reign  in  affairs  at  that  time. 

I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  board  to  Mr.  Dana's  dispatch  of  October  16,  12  m., 
in  which  he  says,  speaking  of  Rosecrans,  that  he  "can  not  perceive  the  catastrophe 
that  is  close  upon  us,  nor  fix  his  mind  upon  the  means  of  preventing  it." 
Very  respectfully, 

"Wm.  F.  Smith. 


CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  PARK  COMMISSION. 

War  Department, 
Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Washington,  September  4,  1900. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Department  of  the  EaM, 

Governors  Island,  New  York. 

General:  I  address  you  as  chairman  of  the  board  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  August  23,  1900,  to  consider  a  claim  made  by  Maj.  William  F.  Smith,  United 
States  Army,  retired,  that  a  certain  legend  in  the  atlas  issued  by  this  commission  is 
erroneous. 

This  commission  has  been  directed  to  furnish  your  boanl  with  "such  papers, 
records,  and  information  as  may  be  pertinent  to  the  question  at  issue."  Upon 
inquirv  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  in  the  Adjutant-General's  Office, 
we  find  that  certain  papers  transmitted  to  Maj.  William  F.  Smith  have  not  been 
returned  to  the  files,  and  Major  Smith  will  doubtless  transmit  these  direct  to  you. 
From  the  card  retained  in  the  Record  Division  it  appears  that  these  papers  included 
the  report  of  Gen.  Henry  M.  Duffield,  dated  Detroit,  Mich.,  January  23,  1900,  made 
in  accordance  with  directions  of  the  Hon.  Russell  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War,  upon 
the  claim  of  Maj.  W.  F.  Smith,  and  that  accompanying  this  report  were  the  following 
papers: 

1.  Letter  of  instructions  from  Secretary  Alger,  dated  November  30, 1897,  with  Gen- 
eral Smith's  appeal  and  letter  from  him  to  Senator  Proctor. 

2.  General  Smith's  pamphlet,  "The  Reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,"  etc.,  with 
maps  attached. 

3.  Reply  of  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission  to  Gen- 
eral Smith's  appeal,  dated  March  22,  1898. 

4.  General  Smith's  rejoinder  to  the  above,  dated  April  3,  1898. 

5.  Copy  of  letter  of  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Reynolds  to  General  Smith,  datetl  May  20, 1895. 

6.  Copy  of  letter  of  May  23,  1895,  from  same  to  same. 

7.  Letter  of  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  dated  January  12,  1898,  stating  conversation 
with  Gen.  John  T.  Wilder. 

8.  Letter  of  Maj.  Frank  S.  Bond  to  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  dated  November  7,  1895. 

9.  Summary  and  review  of  the  claim  of  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  for  the  information  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  by  the  chairman  of  the  commission. 

10.  Letter  of  General  Duffield  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  January  23,  1900, 
transmitting  his  report  and  inclosures  with  various  indorsements  thert^on. 

If  these  papers  should  have  been  lost,  we  will  thank  you  to  inform  us,  that  we  may 
supply  the  deficiency  from  this  office. 

From  the  Adjutant-Cieneral's  Office  we  are  informed  that  General  Smith's  reply  to 
General  Duffield' s  report  had  reached  that  office  and  been  forwarded  to  you.  As 
this  paper  was  sent  you  during  my  vacation,  I  did  not  see  it,  and  consequently  am 
at  a  loss  to  know  wliether  any  additional  evidence  is  required  fro)u  us  to  sustain  the 
statements  of  our  legend  than  we  have  already  furnished  the  Secretary  of  War. 
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If  there  is  no  impropriety  in  my  seeing  a  copy  of  this  last  paper  of  General  Smith's, 
I  would  be  glad  to  have  it  before  me  as  a  guide  in  selecting  from  the  evidence  in  our 
possession  such  further  portions  as  may  be  called  for  by  statements  in  this  paper. 

In  the  absence  of  the  other  members  of  the  commission,  I  will,  upon  learning  what 
papers  are  in  your  hands,  prepare  a  full  summary  of  the  case,  consecutively  arranged 
for  transmittal  to  your  board,  and  will  be  very  glad  to  be  informed  by  you  as  to  the 
time  when  your  board  will  probably  meet  to  consider  this  case. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  serA'ant, 

H.  Y.  BOYNTON, 

Chairman  of  Commission. 


Headquarters,  Department  of  the  East, 
Governors  Mand,  New  York,  September  6,  1900. 
Gen.  H.  Y.  Boynton, 

Chickaniauga  and  Chnttanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

War  Department,  WasJtington,  D.  C. 
General:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  4th  instant,  I  would  say  that  the  only  paper 
that  we  have  thus  far  received  is  the  letter  of  Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  retired, 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  "War  in  March,  1900  (the  date  was  not  inserted),  in 
which  he  discusses  the  report  made  by  General  Duffield.  General  Duffield's  report 
we  have  not  got.  In  fact,  we  have  received  nothing  as  yet  except  the  paper  above 
referred  to.     If  you  want  this  paper  of  General  Smith's,  I  will  send  it  to  you. 

This  board  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  their  other  duties  are  such  that  they 
will  not  be  able  to  give  this  matter  particular  attention  until  sometime  in  November, 
and  therefore  plenty  of  time  will  be  given  you  to  get  up  what  you  think  advisable  to 
submit  to  it.  You  have  named  in  your  letter  ten  different  papers,  none  of  which 
have  we  received.  I  will  be  away  for  a  day  or  two.  On  my  return  I  expect  to 
remain  only  an  hour  or  so,  when  I  will  go  away  for  a  considerable  absence. 
Yery  truly,  yours, 

John  R.  Brooke,  Major- General. 


War  Department, 
Chick  am  AUG  a  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Washington,  September  7,  1900. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  East,  Governors  Island,  New  York  City. 
General:  Replying  to  your  letter  of  September  6  instant,  you  will  confer  a  great 
favor  if  you  will  send  me,  as  you  offer  to  do,  the  letter  of  Gen.  William  F.  Smith, 
retired,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  ]March  last,  in  which  he  discusses  the 
report  made  by  General  Dutfield.  After  examination  the  pajier  will  be  promptly 
returned  to  your  board. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  H.  Y.  Boynton, 

Cliairynayi  of  Commission. 


War  Department, 
Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Washington,  September  18,  1900. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ea.?t,  Governors  Island,  Neio  York. 
General:  Herewith  I  return  the  letter  of  Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  retired,  trans- 
mitted to  this  commission  by  your  letter  of  September  8  instant,  with  thanks. 

Yerj'  respectfully,  yours, 

H.  Y.  Boynton,  Chairman. 
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AVar  Department, 
Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Washington,  October  IS,  1900. 
Gen.  John  R.  Brooke, 

Governors  Island,  Xew  York. 
Dear  General:  Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  was  forwarded  to  Chattanooga,  and 
reached  there  the  day  after  I  left,  and  has  just  come  to  hand  here. 

The  article  which  you  have  in  mind  appeared  in  the  North  American  Review  for 
December,  1885,  page  580,  being  entitled  "The  mistakes  of  Grant."  It  was  signed, 
as  you  suppose,  by  General  Rosecrans.  I  have  no  doubt  you  can  borrow  a  copy 
from  the  Astor  Library  in  New  York;  but  if  you  do  not  succeed,  it  is  in  the  War 
library  here,  from  which,  of  course,  you  can  obtain  it. 

As  you  are  looking  for  statements  from  General  Rosecrans  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
I  send  you  under  separate  cover  the  third  volume  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  which,  as  you  will  notice  in  a  preface  to  the  vol- 
ume, was  stenographically  reported  at  the  time.  I  have  marked  certain  paragraphs 
of  General  Rosecrans^ s  statement  on  pages  76,  77,  and  78,  certain  statements  of  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  on  page  77,  and  of  Gen.  Gordon  Granger  on  pages  79  and  80,  which 
refer  directly  to  the  matter  in  question. 

We  have  incorporated  all  of  these  statements  in  an  official  letter  written  in  accord- 
ance with  the  directions  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  presentmg  to  your  board  such 
papers  and  information  as  are  in  the  possession  of  this  connnission.  We  had  intended 
to  send  the  book  with  that  communication,  but  as  you  are  reading  the  article  in  the 
North  American  Review,  these  statements  of  General  Rosecrans  and  his  associates — 
Sheridan  and  Granger — will  prove  of  interest,  and  I  send  the  book  at  this  time  in 
advance  of  our  official  communication  to  your  board. 

Very  truly,  yours,  H.  V.  Boynton, 

Chairman  of  Comviission. 


War  Department, 
Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Washington,  October  30,  1900. 
Gen.  John  R.  Brooke, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  East,  Cyovernors  Island,  New  York, 
General:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  this  com- 
mission has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  board  of  which  you  are  president  "such 
papers,  records,  and  information"  in  its  possession  as  are  pertinent  to  the  claim  of 
Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  that  he  and  not  General  Rosecrans  devised  the  plan  for  recover- 
ing the  river  line  of  supplies  between  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  in 
October,  1863. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  V.  Boynton, 

Chairman  of  Commission. 


War  Department, 
Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Washington,  November  24,  1900. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  East,  Governors  Island,  Neiv  York. 
General:  General  Gillespie  asked  me  about  the  sending  of  maps  ])y  (ieneral  Rose- 
crans's  order  to  General  Hooker. 

The  dispatches  on  this  subject  will  l)e  found  in  Serial  No.  53,  War  Records,  page 
33,  Dickson  to  Garfield,  Nashville,  October  2;  page  59,  Garfield  to  Merrill,  Chatta- 
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nooga,  Octol^er  3;  page  90,  Garfield  to  Hooker,  Chattanooga,  October  4,  and  page  91, 
Hooker  to  Garfield,  Stevenson,  October  4  (postscript  October  5). 

In  regard  to  the  question  which  arose  as  to  communication  along  the  river  between 
the  vicinity  of  Williams  Island  and  Browns  Ferry,  the  dispatches  in  Serial  No.  52, 
War  Records,  show  the  Fifth  Kentucky  Cavalry  headquarters  at  Williams  House 
with  patrols  above  and  below,  and  that  the  Ninth  Kentucky  Cavalry  was  patrolling 
the  banks  of  the  river  up  to  the  infantry  pickets  from  Chattanooga.  The  following 
are  the  pages:  806,  Sinclair  to  McCook,  top  of  page;  807,  Hoblitzell  to  Sinclair,  859, 
860,  Hoblitzell  to  Sinclair. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  H.  Y.  Boynton, 

Chairman  of  Commission. 


War  Department, 
Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Was}^ington,  November  84,  1900. 
Gen.  John  R.  Brooke, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  East,  Governors  Island,  Xev  York. 
General:  General  Gillespie  asked  me  to  look  for  the  letter  of  Captain  Margedant, 
topographical  engineer,  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  on  the  staff  of  General  Rosecrans, 
which  described  to  me  the  maps  and  plans  on  hand  before  General  Rosecrans  was 
relieved,  and  which  General  Smith  took  possession  of. 

I  have  foiuid  such  letter  giving  a  very  full  statement,  but  do  not  find  one  in  which 
he  assured  me  that  one  of  these  maps  showed  Browns  Ferry  with  boats  for  a  bridge 
sketched  in  in  pencil. 

This  is  a  letter  written  in  1895,  upon  receiving  General  Smith's  pamphlet  of  that 
year  attacking  me  on  the  opening  page.  Captain  INIargedant,  being  a  warm  friend 
of  mine,  wrote  freely,  and  his  letter  was  made  confidential  so  far  as  quoting  him  in 
such  form  as  to  make  him  a  party  to  the  newspaper  controversy  which  I  opened  on 
General  Smith. 

We  would  like  to  have  this  jjaper  added  to  those  in  the  appendix  of  our  case. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Chairman  of  Commissio7i. 


Hamilton,  Ohio,  September  4,  1895. 
Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton, 

TFar  Department,  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga 

National  Military  Park  Commission,  Chickamauga,  Ga. 

Dear  General  and  Comrade:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  August  31,  and  also 
pamphlet  of  General  Smith. 

I  have  heard  of  the  claims  of  General  Smith  before.  He  is  the  man  to  claim  most 
everything.  He  would  claim  the  creation  of  the  world  after  this  lapse  of  time,  and 
evidence  to  the  contrary  being  destroyed,  if  he  could  possibly  do  so  and  find  an 
audience  outside  of  the  world  to  lay  the  claim  before. 

I  remember  Baldy  Smith  (as  we  called  him)  very  well,  but  I  think  he  has  forgot- 
ten all  about  me — the  topographical  engineer  on  the  staff  of  the  commanding  gen- 
erals, who  worked  day  and  night  to  arrange  the  maps  necessary  for  field  operations 
at  that  time.  I  remember  very  well  that  Gen.  Charles  A.  Dana,  now  of  the  New 
York  Sun,  was  sent  about  1863  to  the  headquarters  of  General  Rosecrans,  represent- 
ing the  War  Department  at  that  time  at  the  headquarters.  I  remember  his  coming 
there  and  also  that  he  and  General  Smith  were  antogonistic  toward  Major-General 
Rosecrans. 
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I  remember  also  the  day  when  Baldy  Smith  came  Ijy  tlie  order  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment (I  understood)  to  take  charge  of  the  engineer  department,  etc.  At  that  time 
Baldy  Smith  M'as  not  known  to  me.  We  had  strict  orders  not  to  loan  any  of  the  engi- 
neering instruments  to  civilians  or  military  men  not  in  connection  with  the  engineer 
department,  and  wliile  he  was  standing  in  front  of  the  headquarters  of  General  Rose- 
crans  he  took  from  my  hand,  I  may  say  forcibly,  an  instrument  belonging  to  the 
engineer  department  in  order  to  use  it  himself,  without  introduction  by  himself  or 
others.  I  objected  strongly,  demanding  the  return  of  the  instrument  at  once,  when 
General  Rosecrans  turned  around  and  said:  "Why,  Captain,  don't  you  know  General 
Smith,  who  Avill  be  in  charge  of  the  engineer  dejiartment  for  some  time?"  General 
Rosecrans  introduced  me,  and  I  requested  General  Smith  to  give  me  a  receipt  for  the 
instrument,  for  which  I  was  responsible,  in  conformity  with  the  rules  of  the  depart- 
ment. General  Smith  did  not  even  answer.  I  saw  at  once  that  he  meant  mischief 
and  trouble,  and  that  he  came  for  that  purpose. 

One  evening  while  I  was  at  the  engineer  department  office  (a  small  house  near 
the  headquarters),  a  gentleman  dressed  as  a  civilian  came  into  the  office  demanding 
to  see  the  map  of  the  defense  of  Chattanooga  and  Chickamauga,  etc. 

1  informed  the  gentleman  that  I  had  strict  orders  by  the  department  commander 
not  to  show  the  battle  maps,  war  maps,  or  anything  connected  with  the  engineer 
department  to  anyone  except  by  order  from  the  general  commanding.  This  strict 
order  was  given  me  by  Generals  Rosecrans  and  Garfield  for  the  first  time  since  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga.  We  had  a  standing  rule  not  to  show  anything  pertaining  to 
the  making  and  compiling  of  maps.  This  peremptory  order  was  given  on  account 
of  the  planned  movements  to  regain  communications  and  to  take  the  offensive  again. 
The  gentleman,  without  introducing  himself,  demanded  and  ordered  me  to  show 
these  maps  at  once,  which  I  refused  to  do.  He  left  the  office  and  another  civilian 
returned  within  a  few  minutes  with  a  sword  buckled  over  his  civilian  dress  coat,  and 
drawing  the  same,  demanded  the  maps.  I  took  my  own  sword,  which  was  hanging 
on  the  wall,  and  told  him  that  Iwoidd  not  do  so  under  any  circumstances  unless  he 
had  an  order  from  the  general  commanding. 

He  returned  (I  learned  afterwards)  to  General  Baldy  Smith's  headquarters,  and 
returning,  he  brought  a  written  order  signed  (I  believe)  by  General  Baldy  Smith, 
putting  me  under  arrest  because  I  refused  to  sJtow  the  maj^s  of  the  department  to  the  civilian 
upon  their  demand.  Now  this  person  was  not  an  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  but  a  civilian  employed  by  the  Coast  Survey  Office  of  the  United  States. 
After  placing  me  under  arrest,  he  took  possession  of  the  maps,  and  I  went  to  the 
headquarters  of  the  department  to  see  General  Rosecrans  in  regard  to  the  occurrence. 
The  general  directed  that  I  should  at  once  make  a  statement  of  the  case  through 
Gen.  Baldy  Smith  to  the  headquarters.  Conforming  to  the  military  rules,  I  did  so 
at  once,  writing  the  whole  night  on  this  statement  and  a  part  of  the  next  day,  and 
delivered  the  same  in  person  at  the  headquarters  of  Baldy  Smith. 

This  statement  was  kept  by  General  Smith  for  some  time,  and  after  eight  long 
days  I  was  reinstated  in  charge  of  the  topographical  engineer  department  by  order 
of  the  general  commanding.  The  next  day  after  my  reinstallment  I  received  the 
order  of  General  Smith  to  proceed  in  person  every  morning  at  3  a.  m.  sharp  to  the 
outside  picket  line  and  make  a  complete  round  of  the  same,  to  make  observation  and 
measurements  of  the  enemy's  camp  fires,  note  all  changes,  and  report  each  morning 
at  6  o'clock  at  General  Smith's  headquarters  the  result  of  my  reconnoiter.  For  about 
ten  mornings  I  proceeded  faithfully  on  this  trip  around  the  line,  although  it  was  well 
known  that  on  account  of  the  very  heavy  fog  prevailing  no  one  could  see  15  steps 
ahead.  I  considered  it  a  piece  of  spite  work,  because  I  was  kept  busy  in  daytime 
until  late  at  night  to  compile  the  reports  and  sectional  maps  sent  in,  and  we  had 
plenty  of  officers  and  men  in  our  department  who  could  attend  to  this,  not  having 
anything  else  to  do.  After  disturlnng  the  very  heavy  slund)er  of  the  general  for 
several  mornings  and  making  the  usual  fog  reports,  the  order  was  revoked. 
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While  the  topographical  department,  its  maps,  sketches,  aud  plans  were  in  the 
hands  of  General  Smith  and  his  engineers,  they  surely  must  have  seen  the  plans  of 
the  proposed  movements.  We  had  been  working  on  a  tine  large  topographical  map, 
made  in  color,  all  fixed  objects,  the  course  of  the  river,  the  elevations  of  the  heights, 
points  of  triangulation,  the  ferries,  the  fortifications  around  Chattanooga,  were  in  ink, 
while  some  of  the  proposed  movements  were  shown  in  pencil  lines  so  that  they  could 
be  changed.  This  map  was  intended  for  the  War  Department,  to  accompany  Major 
General  Rosecrans's  report. 

There  was  another  map  in  pencil  lines  only.  It  contained  the  movements  of  the 
Union  and  rebel  armies  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga;  also  the  changes  of  the  line  of 
fire  from  the  enemy  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga;  proposed  fortifications  aromid 
Chattanooga.  This  was  largely  used  by  General  Rosecrans  himself  at  his  headquar- 
ters. I  found  this  map  afterwards,  and  sent  it  about  ten  years  ago  to  the  general. 
The  other  large  map  should  be  on  file  in  the  War  Department.  General  Dana  had 
a  number  of  copies  of  parts  made  for  sending  to  Washington  to  accompany  his  reports. 

While  I  had  no  opportunity  to  inform  myself  whether  General  Smith  and  his  engi- 
neers had  seen  the  maps  and  plans  while  they  had  taken  charge  of  the  same,  I  hardly 
can  believe  that  they  did  not  see  the  plans  and  understand  fully  the  lines  of  proposed 
movements  on  the  maps.  I  never  had  a  thought  at  that  time  that  there  could  be  a 
dispute  raised  in  reference  to  the  origin  of  these  contemplated  movements.  These 
gentlemen  and  soldiers  were  apparently  in  full  power  and  control  of  affairs  by  the 
order  of  the  War  Department,  and  they  had  a  right  to  inform  themselves  fully,  azid 
1  suppose  they  did  do  this. 

Dear  General,  perhaps  you  are  not  aware  that  the  engineer  department  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland  was  one  of  the  best  organized  and  arranged  in  existence.  We  had 
at  that  time  representative  assistant  engineers  with  every  division  and  brigade,  and 
even  with  regiments,  whose  duty  it  was  to  report  to  headquarters  regularly,  and  who 
had  every  day  to  work  hard.  We  engaged  about  30  draftsmen  in  our  office;  we  had 
two  i^hotographic  apparatuses,  solar  cameras  for  enlarging  objects  taken  at  a  distance; 
we  had  a  special  arrangement  to  lithograph  maps  by  means  of  two  full  lithographic 
presses,  and  also  new  apparatuses  for  printing  the  so-called  black  war  maps  invented 
by  myself  and  bearing  my  name;  also  maps  printed  on  neckties  and  shirts,  etc.,  used 
by  the  scouts.  We  had  a  regular  information  bureau,  to  which  the  prisoners  were 
brouglit  for  giving  information  in  regard  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  etc. 

We  arranged  a  system  of  information  maps  and  printed  them  often  on  the  march, 
which  were  sent  out  daily,  and  which  had  to  lie  returned  in  the  evening  with  any 
corrections  and  additions  which  had  been  made.  They  were  known  as  information 
maps.  All  this  was  done  by  order  of  General  Rosecrans  and  Captain  Merrill,  engi- 
neer oflicer.  United  States  Army,  under  my  personal  direction,  having  full  charge  of 
all  topographical  matters  concerning  the  department. 

Colonel  Merrill  took  charge  jirincipally  of  the  building  of  fortifications  and  bridges, 
of  securing  supplies  necessary  for  the  engineer  department  and  for  the  pioneers  of 
the  army. 

I  may  say  to  you  that  the  plans  for  defense  and  offense  for  reopening  of  the  Ten- 
nessee River,  the  building  i  if  Ijridges,  the  opening  of  the  roads,  and  all  the  movements 
which  afterwards  took  place  after  General  Rosecrans  was  relieved  of  the  command, 
were  fully  developed  under  General  Eosecrans  before  ]te  left  Chatlanoogn.  General  Rose- 
crans kept  his  own  counsel,  and  there  w^ere  only  a  few  oflScers  on  his  staff  who  were 
posted  as  to  his  intended  movements. 

There  can  hardly  be  any  doubt  that  Gen.  Baldy  Smith  was  instrumental  in  chang- 
ing somewhat  the  details  of  the  intended  movements.  The  origin  of  the  plans,  how- 
ever, are  Generals  Rosecrans's  and  Thomas's. 

Now,  a  few  words  in  regard  to  the  names  and  positions  of  the  Williams  and  the 
Browns  ferries.     The  map  of  Chattanooga,  made  in  Camp  Stevenson,  Alabama,  Sep- 
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tember  8,  1863,  is  a  copy  of  what  we  called  "information  map,"  often  called  by  the 
assistant  engineers  of  the  divisions  "progressive  maps."  It  should  be  understood 
that  we  had  at  that  time  of  the  war  very  few  maps;  they  had  to  be  made  by  us.  We 
generally  started  by  using  the  very  meager  lines  of  the  State  maps  or  those  of  counties, 
if  we  could  get  hold  of  them;  further,  by  the  information  of  the  people  living  in  the 
vicinity,  which  was  generally  very  incorrect;  also  by  the  information  received 
througli  j)risoners,  and  by  surveys  made  by  our  own  engineers  scouting  in  the  enemy's 
lines.  We  compiled  the  various  reports  and  sent  out  sectional  maps  among  the  vari- 
ous engineers  of  the  army,  ordering  them  to  iill  up  or  complete  certain  sections  and 
return  the  same  to  headquarters.  We  furnished  them  these  new  maps  and  kept  on 
compiling  and  sending  and  receiving  information  maps  until  we  corrected  the  errors 
which  necessarily  would  creep  in.  The  map  shown  in  General  Smith's  pamphlet  is 
one  of  these  incorrect  information  maps  which  were  sent  out  for  correction  and 
completing.     *     *    * 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  i\  Margedant, 
Formerly  SKperlntcudent  of  ilw  Topogniplilcdl  Engineer  Department, 

Army  of  the  CumberUmd. 

Note. — The  omission  noted  above  relates  solely  to  two  maps  after  the  battle  of 
Chattanooga,  and  so  has  no  bearing  whatever  upon  the  questions  now  at  issue. 


War  Department, 
Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Washington,  November  27,  1900. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Brooke, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  East. 
General:  We  have  the  names  and  addresses  of  16  survivors  of  the  Eighteenth 
Ohio  Battery,  and  have  sent  them  all  a  copy  of  the  inclosed  letter.     Whatever  reiilies 
we  receive  will  be  forwarded  to  your  board. 

A  set  of  the  proceedings  of  the  beef  board  will  go  to  you  to-day  from  the  Senate. 
I  see  that  there  is  no  index.  I  intend  to  make  a  very  general  one,  and  will  mail 
you  a  copy. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  H.  V.  Boynton. 


War  Department, 

ClIICKAMAUGA    AND    CnATTANOO(iA    NATIONAL    PaRK    COMMISSION, 

WdsJiingtoii,  November  27,  1900. 
My  Dear  Sir:  This  commission  is  trying  to  ascertain — 

(1)  Which  section  of  Captain  Aleshire's  Battery  (Eighteenth  Ohio)  was  stationed 
at  Browns  Ferry  a  few  days  after  the  battle  of  Chickamauga. 

(2)  About  how  far  was  the  earthwork  in  which  the  guns  were  placed  from  the 
bank  of  the  river  and  the  ferry. 

(3)  Was  it  at  any  time  on  the  high  ridge  a  luilf  mile  back  of  tlie  ferry,  or  was  it 
all  the  time  in  the  river  bottom  near  the  river. 

Can  you  give  us  any  information  on  any  of  these  i)oints? 

An  early  rejily,  for  which  we  send  a  franked  envelope,  will  greatly  oblige  us. 

Thanking  you  in  advance, 

Very  truly,  yours,  H.  V.  Boynton, 

Cliairvuui  of  Commission. 
20002—01 -14 
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War  Department, 
Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Washington,  December  29,  1900. 
Gen.  John  R.  Brooke, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  East,  Governors  Island,  New  York. 
General:  Inclosed  please  find  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  this  commission  to 
several  members  of  the  Eighteenth  Ohio  Battery  of  Whitaker's  brigade,  which  was 
stationed  at  Browns  Ferry  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  [page  209], 
and  the  replies  thereto. 

We  have  heretofore  informed  you  that  this  letter  had  been  sent  with  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining,  if  possible,  the  location  of  the  battery  which  General  Smith  visited 
on  the  day  of  his  reconnoitering  Browns  Ferry. 

Gen.  John  T.  Wilder  called  at  our  office  a  few  days  since,  and  when  asked  if  at  the 
time  of  his  visit  to  Browns  Ferry,  Williams  Island,  and  the  ford  below,  on  the  21st 
of  August,  1863,  there  was  an  open  way  between  Browns  Ferry  and  Williams's  house 
he  replied  that  he  rode  through  there  along  the  bank  of  the  river  with  his  command 
without  encountering  any  obstacles. 

General  Gillespie  asked  if  we  had  any  idea  where  Gen.  Gordon  Granger's  papers 
could  be  found.  We  have  not  been  able  to  trace  them,  though  we  understand  that 
his  widow  is  still  alive.  Some  time  after  his  death  she  married  the  adjutant  of  the 
Fifteenth  Infantry  (Granger's  regiment),  Lieut.  Thomas  Blair. 

As  a  fact  tending  to  corroborate  Gen.  Gordon  Granger's  statement,  as  recorded  in 
the  third  volume  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
heretofore  sent  you,  to  the  effect  that  he  had  in  writing  the  instructions  of  General 
Rosecrans  concerning  the  plan  for  opening  the  Tennessee  River,  you  will  doubtless 
recall  that  the  records  show  that  a  portion  of  General  Granger's  troops  in  the  region 
of  Bridgeport  were  cooperating  with  General  Hooker  in  preparations  for  the  advance 
into  Lookout  Valley.  This  appears  from  the  dispatch  to  which  your  attention  has 
heretofore  been  directed  from  General  Hooker  to  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  S.  Granger,  the 
latter  being  a  part  of  the  command  of  Gen.  Gordon  Granger,  which  apjiears  on  page 
482  of  serial  No.  53,  War  Records. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Chairman  of  Commission. 


WiLKESViLLE,  Ohio,  December  5,  1900. 
H.  V.  Boynton, 

Chairman  of  Park  Commission,  WasJiington,  D.  C. 
My  Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  inclosed  letter  of  yours  of  November  27,  would  say  that, 
to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  on  the  22d  of  September,  1863,  our  battery  crossed 
the  river  at  Chattanooga.  Crossed  over  Waldens  Ridge  and  went  south  to  Moccasin 
Point.  The  right  section  of  the  Eighteenth  Battery  was  temporarily  placed  at  Browns 
Ferry  to  protect  the  crossing,  and  only  remained  there  one  day  and  night,  without 
earthworks,  on  a  sand  bar,  close  to  the  river,  not  over  100  yards  from  the  river  and 
ferry.  (There  were  earthworks  erected  afterwards,  but  I  do  not  know  what  battery 
occupied  them. )  The  right  section  of  the  Eighteenth  Battery,  together  with  the  bal- 
ance of  the  battery,  was  permanently  located  on  Moccasin  Point,  at  the  extreme 
south  end  of  Moccasin  Point,  opposite  Lookout  INIountain,  where  earthworks  and  a 
bomb-proof  fort  were  erected  for  our  protection,  and  remained  there  until  the  battles 
of  Lookout  Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge.  We  were  not  at  any  time  stationed  on 
the  high  ridge  east  and  back  of  Browns  Ferry. 

Yours,  truly,  L.  E.  Simmons, 

Late  Sergeant,  lilgld  Section  Eighteenth  Ohio  Battery. 
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Washington,  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  December  5,  1900. 
Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission. 

Dear  Sirs:  Yours  of  the  27th  of  November  received.  The  reason  for  my  delay  in 
replying  to  you  was  that  I  wanted  to  see  a  comrade  of  the  battery  and  talk  with 
him,  thinking  perhaps  his  mind  would  be  clear  on  the  subject.  I  have  not  kept  any 
records,  so  have  to  depend  on  my  memory  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

According  to  my  memory — 

First.  It  was  the  right  piece  of  the  right  section  and  the  left  piece  of  the  left 
section. 

Second.  So  far  as  I  can  remember,  from  50  to  100  feet  from  the  bank  of  the  river. 

Third.  This  part  of  the  battery  was  all  the  time  in  the  river  bottom  near  the  river. 

They  were  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Bierce. 

Respectfully,  John  Hays. 


Sioux  City,  Iowa,  December  3,  1900. 
Chickamauga  Park  Commission,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sirs:  The  right  section  of  Captain  Aleshire's  battery,  Eighteenth  Ohio,  was 
stationed  on  the  bank  of  river. 

Am  not  positive  whether  it  came  back  to  the  two  sections,  established  on  Moccasin 
Point,  before  the  battle  of  Lookout  Mountain  or  not. 

Respectfully,  F.  M.  Blagg. 


War  Department, 
Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Washington,  November  30,  1900. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  East,  Governors  Island,  New  York. 
General:  Hearing  that  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  has  retained  ex-Senator  Higgins  as  his 
attorney  to  submit  an  argument  to  your  board  during  the  consideration  of  his  case, 
this  commission  respectfully  requests  that  such  argument  be  in  writing,  to  the  end 
that  if  it  contains  errors  of  statement  this  commission  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
endeavoring  to  point  them  out  in  a  written  communication. 

We  do  not  ask  or  desire  to  argue  this  case  to  your  commission,  either  orally  or  in 
writing,  but  to  submit  it  solely  upon  the  record  and  ascertained  corroborating 
information. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.   V.    BOYNTON, 

Chairman  of  Commi.'isio7i. 


Headquarters,  Department  of  the  East, 
Governors  Island,  New  York,  November  12,  1900. 
Adjutant-General  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  The  board  appointed  to  report  upon  the  matter  of  Maj.  William  F.  Smith, 
U.  S.  A.,  retired,  thinks  it  advisable  to  visit  Chattanooga,  in  order  to  more  fully 
determine  upon  the  questions  referred  to  it.  I  would  therefore  ask  that  it  be 
authorized  to  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  John  R.  Brooke, 

Major-  General. 
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War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  November  15,  1900. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke,  U.  S.  A., 

Governors  Island,  New  York. 
Sir:  The  Acting  Secretary  of  War  directs,  as  necessary  for  the  public  service,  that 
the  board  of  officers  convened  by  the  letter  to  you  from  this  office,  dated  August  23, 
1900,  to  consider,  investigate,  and  report  upon  a  certain  claim  made  by  Maj.  William 
F.  Smith,  U.  S.  A.,  retired,  in  the  matter  of  the  legend  of  the  atlas  of  the  Chicka- 
mauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission,  and  of  which  board  you  are 
president,  proceed  to  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  in  order  to  more  fully  determine  upon  the 
questions  before  the  T)oard,  and  that  upon  the  completion  of  this  duty  the  members 
of  the  board  return  to  their  proper  stations. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  H.  Carter, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


TREASURY'  Department, 
Office  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  11,  1901. 
Gen.  Geo.  L.  Gillespie, 

Army  Building,  Nero  York  City. 

General:  I  have  made  a  thorough  search  in  the  archives  and  chart  and  other 
divisions  of  the  survey  for  a  chart  said  to  have  been  jjublished  prior  to  the  one  men- 
tioned in  your  letter  (November  4,  1863),  and  find  no  trace  of  it. 

The  only  original  records  in  the  archives  are  two  plane  table  topographical  sheets — 
one  entitled  ' '  Chattanooga  and  its  approaches,  showing  the  Union  and  rebel  works 
before  and  during  the  battles  of  23,  2-1,  and  25  November,  1863.  Surveyed  under  the 
direction  of  Brig.  Genl.  Wm.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer  of  the  military  division  of  the 
Mississippi,  during  parts  of  November  and  December,  1863,  by  F.  W.  Dorr,  U.  S. 
Coast  Survey.     Scale  1:10000." 

The  other  sheet  is  entitled  ' '  Lookout  Valley  north  of  Wauhatchie,  and  parts  of 
Lookout  and  Raccoon  Mountains,  Tenn.  Scale  1:10000.  Surveyed  during  the 
months  of  November  and  December,  1863,  under  the  direction  of  Brig.  Genl.  W.  F. 
Smith,  chief  engineer,  military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  by  John  W.  Donn,  U.  S. 
Coast  Survey." 

There  are  no  original  sheets  by  Capt.  P.  C.  F.  West,  United  States  Coast  Survey, 
who  was  aid-de-camp  on  General  Smith's  staff. 

Among  the  miscellaneous  charts  in  the  archives  and  library  I  find  one  lithograph 
map,  in  colors,  with  title,  "Battlefield  of  Chattanooga,  with  the  operations  of  the 
national  forces  under  command  of  Genl.  U.  S.  Grant,  during  the  battles  of  Nov. 
23-24-25,  1863,"  with  note:  "Published  at  the  Coast  Survey  Oflice  from  surveys 
made  under  the  direction  of  Brig.  Genl.  W.  F.  Smith,  by  Capts.  F.  W.  Dorr  and 
J.  W.  Donn,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  and  by  Maj.  Morhardt,  Capts.  Ligowsky,  McDowell, 
Jenney,  and  Lts.  Boeckh  and  Dahl,  U.  S.  Vols.,  and  from  information  relative  to  the 
battles  furnished  by  Capt.  Preston  C.  F.  West,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey."  (Scale  about 
1  :  40000. ) 

Also  one  photograph  map,  scale  1  :  20000,  with  no  date,  which  may  have  been  the 
base  map  for  a  photograph  map  on  reduced  scale,  which  in  turn  may  have  been  the 
map  used  for  the  lithograph  chart  mentioned  above,  although  it  shows  the  fortifica- 
tions more  in  detail  than  the  lithograph.  The  fortifications  are  drawn  by  hand  in 
blue  ink;  no  date  is  given.  There  is  also  a  manuscript  map,  with  no  date,  which 
shows  rebel  positions  around  Raccoon  Mountain  and  Browns  Ferry,  not  indicated 
on  the  lithograph  and  other  maps,  and  which  covers  more  territory,  taking  in  from 
Ringgold  on  the  east  to  Kelleys  Ferry  on  the  west. 


213 

These  are  all  the  records  now  in  the  office.     The  want  of  dates  complicates  the 
matter  to  a  degree. 

Photographic  copies  of  any  of  the  above-mentioned  maps  can  be  sent  to  yon  if  you 
desire  it,  and  if  I  can  serve  you  in  any  other  way  please  command  me. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

Henry  L.  Marindix, 

Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey, 


WAR    DIARY    OF    MAJ.    FRANK    S.    BOND,    LATE    A.    D.    C,  STAFF  OF    GENERAL 

ROSECRANS. 

38  West  Fifty-first  Street, 

New  York,  December  37,  1900. 
Gen.  G.  L.  Gillespie, 

Of  Board  of  Officers,  New  York  Citij. 
General:  As  I  understand,  the  board  of  officers  of  which  you  are  a  member 
desire  all  the  information  that  can  be  obtained  in  respect  to  the  Browns  Ferry  move- 
ment, early  in  October,  1863.  I  submit  herewith  an  extract  from  my  diary  of  events, 
kept  during  the  three  years  I  was  in  the  service,  covering  the  period  from  and 
including  September  30  to  October  20,  1863,  that  may  be  of  use  in  determining  who 
originated  the  plan  that  was  subsequently  carried  into  practical  effect  by  General 
Thomas's  orders  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  Gen.  \V.  F.  Smith. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

Frank  S.  Bond, 
Late  Major  and  A.  D.  C,  U.  S.  Vols.,  Staff  Major-(kneral  Rosecrans. 

1863,  September  30,  Chattanooga. — Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  and  staff  arrived.  Gen- 
eral Wheeler,  with  rebel  cavalry,  reported  as  having  crossed  Tennessee  River  near 
Washington. 

October  1,  Chattanooga. — Reorganization  of  the  army  discussed;  General  Smith, 
chief  engineer,  and  General  Reynolds,  chief  of  staff,  probably.  Garfield  going  to 
Washington  with  dispatches.     Wheeler's  cavalry  across  river. 

October  2,  Chattanooga. — Hooker's  troops  arrived  at  Bridgeport.  Wheeler's  cav- 
alry destroyed  General  Thomas's  wagon  train  in  Sequatchie  Valley.  Mr.  Dana 
returned  from  Nashville. 

October  3,  Chattanooga. — ]\lcCook  pitched  into  rebel  cavalry  in  Sequatchie.  Gen- 
eral Smith  announced  as  chief  engineer.  Hooker  reported  with  Eleventh  Army 
Corps  at  Stevenson  and  this  side.     Corps  reports  of  the  battle  received. 

October  4,  Chattanooga. — McMinnville  was  captured  by  Wheeler's  cavalry. 

October  5,  Chattanooga. — Check  on  New  York  to  pay  General  Garfield  $130  for 
dark-brown  mare.  Mr.  Dana  gets  a  tumble  while  out  riding  with  me.  Rebels  com- 
menced shelling  from  Lookout  Mountain  and  from  Mission  Ridge;  not  much  account. 

October  6,  Chattanooga. — Strange  sounds  of  battle  heard  yesterday  and  to-day  to  the 
east  of  Mission  Ridge.  McCook  and  Crittenden  heard  yesterday  of  the  order  reliev- 
ing them.     Only  one  bridge  across  river.     At  work  on  pontoons. 

October  7,  Chattanooga. — Three  \).  m.,  Wheeler's  cavalry  got  hurt  near  Shelbyville. 
Duck  River  and  other  bridges  destroyed.  Crook  and  McCook  in  close  pursuit — so 
reported  by  General  Butterfield. 

Octobers,  Chattanooga. — Evident  signs  of  movement  by  rebs.  Cutting  timber,  etc. 
At  work  on  general's  report. 

October  9,  Chattanooga. — Report  to  A<ljutant-General  at  Washington,  in  accordance 
with  General  Order  No.  244. 

October  10,  Cliattanooga. — Reorganization  of  army  completed.  Generals  McCook 
and  Crittenden  and  staff  started  north.  Sent  flag  of  truce  for  body  of  General 
Lytle.     Colonel  San))orn  in  charge. 

October  11,  Chattanooga. — Rebs  stopi)ed  trains  and  cars  at  Nanvers  with  the  sharp- 
shooters. 

October  12,  Chattanooga. — General  Reynolds  announced  as  chief  of  staff. 

October  13,  Chattanooga. — General's  report  finished.  Election  for  Ohio  State 
officers  held. 
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October  14,  Chattanooga. — Upper  bridge  taken  up.     Trestle  bridge  removed. 

October  15,  Chattanooga. — General  Garfield  left  for  Washington  with  official  reports 
of  battle.     Twelve  p.  m.,  pontoon  bridge  carried  away  in  consequence  of  heavy  rains. 

October  16,  Chattanooga. — My  servant,  Sam,  arrived  from  Nashville  with  traps. 

October  17,  Chattanooga. — At  work  on  pontoon  bridge;  hope  to  have  it  finished 
to-morrow. 

October  18,  Chattanooga. — Pontoon  bridge  finished  at  dark.  General  Butterfield 
arrived  at  headquarters,  and  Colonel  Simmons,  C.  S.,  arrived. 

October  19,  Chattanooga. — Took  long  ride  over  the  river  with  General  Rosecrans 
and  General  Smith.  Went  to  Browns  Ferry,  the  proposed  point  for  location  of 
pontoon  bridge,  pontoons  for  which  are  being  built  and  are  nearly  finished  at  Chat- 
tanooga. On  return  heard  General  Rosecrans  was  relieved  of  command,  with  orders 
to  report  at  Cincinnati.  Remainder  of  night  was  busy  getting  ready  to  start  in  the 
morning. 

October  20,  Chattanooga. — Left  at  7  a.  m..  General  with  Captain  Thoms  and  myself, 
for  Cincinnati.  General  Butterfield  and  Lieutenant  Oliver  joined  us.  Spent  the  night 
at  Prior's  house.     AVagons  did  not  get  up. 


FAPEKS  SUBMITTED  BY  GENEKAL  SMITH. 

Extract  from  the  Memoirs  of  Gen.  P.  H.  Sherid.\n   (pp.  298-302)   Relative  to 
THE  Relief  of  Chattanooga,  October,  1863. 

On  October  16,  1863,  General  Grant  had  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
"Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi."  *  *  *  The  same  order  that  assigned 
General  Grant  relieved  General  Rosecrans  and  placed  General  Thomas  in  command 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  At  the  time  of  the  reception  of  the  order  Rosecrans 
was  busy  with  preparations  for  a  movement  to  open  the  direct  road  to  Bridgeport, 
having  received  in  the  interval,  since  we  came  back  to  Chattanooga,  considerable 
reenforcement  by  the  arrival  in  his  department  of  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  corps, 
under  General  Hooker,  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  With  this  force  Rosecrans 
had  already  strengthened  certain  important  points  on  the  railroad  between  Nashville 
and  Stevenson,  and  given  orders  to  Hooker  to  concentrate  at  Bridgeport  such  por- 
tions of  his  command  as  were  available  and  to  hold  them  in  readiness  to  advance 
toward  Chattanooga.  *  *  *  General  Grant  arrived  at  Chattanooga  on  October 
23  and  began  at  once  to  carry  out  the  plans  that  had  been  formed  for  opening  the 
shorter  or  river  road  to  Bridgeport.  This  object  was  successfully  accomplished  by 
the  moving  of  Hooker's  command  to  Rankins  and  Browns  ferries  in  concert  with  a 
force  from  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  which  was  directed  on  the  same  points,  so 
by  the  27th  of  October  direct  communication  with  our  depots  was  established. 


Extract  prom  Article  by  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox  on  the  Chickamauga  Crisis. 
[Scribner's,  September,  1900,  p.  332.] 

To  return  to  Chattanooga  in  October,  1863;  one  thing  remained  to  be  done  before 
a  new  campaign  could  begin.  A  better  mode  of  supplying  the  Army  must  be  found. 
Thomas  had  answered  Grant's  injunction  to  hold  Chattanooga  at  all  hazards  by  say- 
ing: "  I  will  hold  the  town  till  we  starve."  The  memorable  words  have  been  inter- 
preted as  a  dauntless  assurance  of  stubborn  defense,  but  they  more  truly  meant  that 
the  actual  peril  was  not  from  the  enemy,  but  from  hunger.  Rosecrans  had  begun  to 
feel  the  necessity  of  opening  a  new  route  to  Bridgeport  before  he  was  relieved,  and 
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on  the  very  day  he  laid  down  the  command  he  had  directed  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith 
(sent  to  him  since  the  battle  to  be  chief  engineer  of  his  army)  to  examine  the  river 
banks  in  the  vicinity  of  Williams  Island,  G  or  7  miles  below  the  town  by  the  river, 
and  to  report  upon  the  feasibility  of  laying  a  pontoon  bridge  there  which  could  be 
protected.  The  expectation  had  been  that  Hooker  would  concentrate  his  two  corps 
at  Bridgeport,  make  his  own  crossing  of  the  Tennessee,  and  jmsh  forward  to  the 
hills  commanding  Lookout  Valley. 

Hooker  had  shown  no  eagerness  to  take  tlie  ]a])oring  oar  in  this  business,  and 
excused  his  delay  in  concentrating  at  Bridgeport  by  the  lack  of  wagons.  General 
Smith's  reconnoissance  satisfied  him  that  Browns  Ferry,  a  little  above  the  island, 
would  admirably  serve  the  purpose.  A  roadway  to  the  river  on  each  side  already 
existed.  On  the  south  side  were  a  gorge  and  a  brook,  which  sheltered  the  landing 
there,  and  would  cover  and  hide  troops  moving  toward  the  top  of  the  ridge  com- 
manding Lookout  Valley.  Smith  reported  his  discovery  to  Thomas,  and  suggested 
that  pontoons  be  built  in  Chattanooga  and  used  to  convey  a  force  by  night  to  the 
ferry,  where  they  might  be  met  by  Hooker  coming  from  below.  Thomas  approved 
the  i>lan,  and  as  soon  as  Grant  arrived  he  inspected  the  ground  in  company  with 
Thomas  and  Smith,  and  ordered  it  to  be  executed.  The  boats  were  completed  ])y 
the  end  of  a  week,  and  on  the  night  of  the  26th  of  October  the  expedition  started 
under  the  command  of  General  Smith  in  person.     *     *     * 

Hooker  crossed  the  river  on  the  bridge  at  Bridgeport,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
28th  marched,  by  way  of  Running  Waters  and  Whitesides,  to  Wauhatchie.  The 
enemy  made  a  vigorous  but  unsuccessful  attempt  to  dislodge  him;  his  position  was 
made  strongly  defensible;  Bragg  did  not  again  venture  to  disturb  it,  and  the  easy 
lines  of  supply  for  Chattanooga  were  opened.     The  subsistence  problem  was  solved. 


EXTRACTS    KKOM    MEMOIKS    OF    (iENEKAL    (JKANT,    VOL.    II. 

Page  £8. — On  the  morning  of  the  21st  we  took  the  train  for  the  front,  reaching 
Stevenson,  Ala.,  after  dark.  Rosecrans  was  there  on  his  way  north.  He  came  into 
my  car  and  we  held  a  brief  interview,  in  which  he  described  very  clearly  the  situa- 
tion at  Chattanooga  and  made  some  excellent  suggestions  as  to  what  should  be  done. 
My  only  wonder  was  that  he  had  not  carried  them  out. 

Page  29. — During  the  evening  most  of  the  general  officers  called  in  to  pay  their 
respects  and  to  talk  about  the  condition  of  affairs.  They  pointed  out  on  the  map  the 
line,  marked  with  a  red  or  blue  pencil,  which  Rosecrans  had  contemplated  falling 
back  upon.  If  any  of  them  had  approved  the  move  they  did  not  say  so  to  me.  I 
found  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  occupying  the  jjosition  of  chief  engineer  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  *  *  *  He  explained  the  situation  of  the  two  armies  and  the  topog- 
raphy of  the  country  so  plainly  that  I  could  see  it  without  an  inspection.  I  found 
that  he  had  established  a  sawmill  on  the  banks  of  the  river  by  utilizing  an  old  engine 
found  in  the  neighl)orhood,  and  by  rafting  logs  from  the  north  side  of  the  river  abo\'e 
had  got  out  the  lumber  and  complete<l  pontoons  and  roadway  ])lank  for  a  second 
bridge,  one  flying  bridge  being  there  already.  He  was  also  rapidly  getting  out  the 
materials  and  constructing  the  boats  for  a  third  bridge.  In  addition  to  this  he  had 
far  under  way  a  steamer  for  plying  between  Chattanooga  and  Bridgejjort  whenever 
we  might  get  possession  of  the  river. 

Page  31. — The  next  day,  the  24th,  I  started  out  to  make  personal  inspec'tion,  taking 
Thomas  and  Smith  with  me,  besides  most  of  the  members  of  my  personal  staff.  We 
crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and,  moving  to  the  north  of  detached  sjjurs  of 
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hill.«,  reached  the  Tennessee  at  Browns  Ferry,  some  3  miles  Itelow  Lookout  Moun- 
tain, unobserved  by  the  enemy.  Here  we  left  our  horses  back  from  the  river  ami 
approached  the  water  on  foot. 

Page  32. — That  night  I  issued  orders  for  opening  the  route  to  Bridgeport — a  rrackcr 
line,  as  the  soldiers  appropriately  termed  it. 

Page  35. — Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  had  been  so  instrumental  in  preparing  for  the  move 
which  I  was  now  about  to  make,  and  so  clear  in  his  judgment  about  the  manner  of 
making  it,  that  I  deemed  it  but  just  to  him  that  he  should  have  command  of  the 
troops  detailed  to  execute  the  design,  although  he  was  then  acting  as  a  staff  officer 
and  was  not  in  command  of  troops. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  after  my  return  to  Chattanooga,  the  following  details  were 
made:  General  Hooker,  who  Avas  now  at  Bridgeport,  was  ordered  to  cross  to  the 
south  side  of  the  Tennessee  and  inarch  up  by  AVhitesides  and  "Wauhatchie  to  Browns 
Ferry.  General  Palmer,  with  a  division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, was  ordered  to  move  down  the  river  on  the  north  side,  by  a  back  road, 
until  opposite  AVhitesides,  then  cross  and  hold  the  road  in  Hooker's  rear  after  he 
had  passed.  F<yur  thousand  men  were  at  the  same  time  detailed  to  act  under  General 
Smith  directly  from  Chattanooga.  Eighteen  hundred  of  them,  under  General  Hazen, 
were  to  take  60  pontoon  boats,  and  under  cover  of  night  float  by  the  pickets  of  the 
enemy  at  the  north  base  of  Lookout,  down  to  Browns  Ferry,  then  land  on  the  south 
side  and  capture  or  drive  away  the  pickets  at  that  point.  Smith  was  to  march  with 
the  remainder  of  the  detail,  also  under  cover  of  night,  by  the  north  bank  of  the  river 
to  Browns  Ferry,  taking  with  him  all  the  material  for  laying  the  bridge  as  soon  as 
the  crossing  was  secured. 

On  the  26th  Hooker  crossed  the  river  at  Bridgeport  and  commenced  his  eastward 
march.  At  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  Hazen  moved  into  the  stream  with 
his  60  pontoons  and  1,800  brave  and  well-equipped  men.  Smith  started  enough  in 
advance  to  be  near  the  river  when  Hazen  should  arrive.  There  are  a  number  of 
detached  spurs  of  hills  north  of  the  river  at  Chattanooga,  back  of  which  is  a  good 
road  parallel  to  the  stream,  sheltered  from  the  view  of  the  top  of  Lookout.  It  was 
over  this  road  Smith  marclied.  At  5  o'clock  Hazen  landed  at  Browns  Ferry,  sur- 
prised the  picket  guard  and  captured  most  of  it.  By  7  o'clock  the  whole  of  Smith's 
force  was  ferried  over  and  in  possession  of  a  height  commanding  the  ferry.  This 
was  speedily  fortified,  while  a  detail  was  laying  the  pontoon  bridge.  By  10  o'clock 
the  bridge  was  laid,  and  our  extreme  right,  now  in  Lookout  Valley,  Avas  fortified  and 
connected  with  the  rest  of  the  Army.  The  two  bridges  over  the  Tennessee  River — a 
flying  one  at  Chattanooga  and  the  new  one  at  Browns  Ferry — with  the  road  north 
of  the  river,  covered  from  both  the  fire  and  the  view  of  the  enemy,  made  the  con- 
nection complete.  Hooker  found  but  slight  obstacles  in  his  way,  and  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  28th  emerged  into  Lookout  Valley  at  Wauhatchie.  Howard  marched  on 
to  Browns  Ferry,  while  Geary,  who  commanded  a  division  of  the  Twelfth  Corps, 
stopped  3  miles  south.  The  pickets  of  the  enemy  on  the  river  below  were  now  cut 
off,  and  soon  came  in  and  surrendered. 

The  river  was  now  opened  to  us  from  Lookout  Valley  to  Bridgeport.  Between 
Browns  Ferry  and  Kelleys  Ferry  the  Tennessee  runs  through  a  narrow  gorge  in  the 
mountains,  which  contracts  the  stream  so  much  as  to  increase  the  current  beyond 
the  capacity  of  an  ordinary  steamer  to  stem  it.  To  get  up  these  rapids  steamers  must 
be  cordelled — that  is,  pulled  up  by  ropes  from  the  shore.  But  there  is  no  difficulty 
in  navigating  the  stream  from  Bridgeport  to  Kelleys  Ferry.  The  latter  point  is  only 
8  miles  from  Chattanooga  and  connected  with  it  by  a  good  wagon  road,  which  runs 
through  a  low  pass  in  the  Eaccoon  Mountains  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  to  Browns 
Ferry,  thence  on  the  north  side  to  the  river  opposite  Chattanooga.  There  were 
several  steamers  at  Bridgeport,  and  abundance  of  forage,  clothing,  and  provisions. 
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Extract  from  Rosecraxs's  testimony  before  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Con- 
DrcT  of  the  War  of  18B5. 

[i>-9] 
[Report  of  committco,  part  3,  ISCJ-Ci."),  i)p.  ^•2-:!;}.] 

General  Halleck  in  hiw  annual  report  says  I  abandoned  the  passes  of  Lookout 
Mountain,  leaving  the  public  to  imagine  that  these  passages  were  within  the  possi])le 
control  of  my  army,  and  their  abandonment  not  justified  as  a  military  measure.  I 
call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact  that  one  of  these  passes  was  42  miles 
south  of  Chattanooga,  and  the  next  nearest  26  miles  south  of  Chattanooga,  and  the 
nearest  at  the  extremity  of  Lookout  Mountain  in  front  of  our  lines.  This  latter 
may  have  been  the  one  which  gave  rise  to  his  report;  and,  if  so,  it  ought  to  have 
l)een  so  stated.  I  was  satisfied  that  I  could  not  hold  even  this  pass  and  Chattanooga 
at  the  same  time  if  the  enemy  did  his  duty,  and  therefore  withdrew  my  troops  from 
it,  l)ut  established  batteries  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  which  rendered  it  practi- 
cally of  little,  if  any,  use  to  them.  Subsequent  events  amply  justified  the  wisdom  of 
this  decision,  for  the  enemy,  with  a  division  and  a  half,  were  unable  to  hold  it 
against  General  Hooker,  and  it  was  their  attempt  to  cover  this  point  which  was  one 
of  the  causes  of  their  being  beaten  so  easily  at  Missionary  Ridge.  In  General  Grant's 
official  report  of  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  I  think — for  I  have  not  the  docu- 
ment— there  is  an  implication  that  when  he  assumed  command  there  was  great 
danger  of  my  abandoning  Chattanooga.  Nothing  could  be  more  mistaken  or  unjust 
to  me  than  such  an  impression.  All  my  actions  and  sentiments  were  utterly  at  vari- 
ance with  the  idea  of  giving  up  that  point,  which  I  had  won,  and  the  possession  of 
which  formed  an  epoch  in  the  war.  I  mention  facts  on  this  sul)ject,  viz,  as  early  as 
the  4th  of  October,  fourteen  days  after  the  battle,  I  called  the  attention  of  General 
Thomas  and  General  Garfield  to  the  map  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinity,  and  pointing 
out  to  them  the  positions,  stated  that  as  soon  as  I  could  possibly  get  the  bridge 
materials  for  that  purpose,  I  would  take  possession  of  Lookout  Valley,  opposite  the 
passage  over  the  extremity  of  the  mountain,  and  fortify  it,  thus  completely  covering 
the  road  from  there  to  Bridgeport,  on  the  south  side  as  well  as  the  river,  and  giving 
us  practical  possession  and  use  of  both,  as  well  as  of  Lookout  Valley;  because,  by 
means  of  a  fortified  tete-de-pont,  after  our  fortifications  at  Chattanooga  were  com- 
pleted, we  could  easily  concentrate  our  whole  force  to  fight  the  enemy  if  he  entered 
Lookout  Valley,  and  that  within  less  than  two  hours'  march,  while  he  could  not 
approach  us  in  force  with  artillery  without  making  a  circuit  over  Lookout  Mountain, 
by  way  of  Fricks  and  Stevens's  gaps,  26  miles  southeast,  which  would  take  two  or 
three  days. 

An  interior  line  of  fortifications  was  laid  out  and  put  in  course  of  construction, 
designed  to  cover  our  depots  with  a  garrison  of  one  or  two  divisions  against  all  the 
forces  the  enemy  could  bring.  I  had,  moreover,  ordered  the  construction  of  small 
steam))oats  and  barges  at  Bridgeport  to  run  thence  to  Chattanof)ga,  two  of  which 
were  well  advanced  when  the  army  crossed  on  its  advance  into  Creorgia,  and,  from 
the  2;>d  of  September,  my  correspondence  and  my  staff  officers  will  testify  that  I  was 
urging  the  quartermaster.  Captain  Edwards,  who  had  the  work  in  hand,  to  hasten 
its  completion,  which  it  was  hoped  would  be  the  case  by  the  time  we  were  ready  to 
take  and  hold  Lookout  Valley.  To  effect  this  General  Hooker  was  directed  to  con- 
c'entrate  his  troops  at  Stevenson  and  Bridgeport,  and  advised  that  as  soon  as  his  train 
should  arrive,  or  enough  of  it  to  subsist  his  army  10  or  12  miles  from  his  depot,  he 
would  be  directed  to  move  into  Lookout  Valley  to  take  possession  of  that,  and 
every  effort  was  made  to  complete  the  pontoons,  etc.,  to  connect  that  with  our  troops 
at  Chattanooga.  On  the  19th  of  October  I  examined  the  river  and  sclecte<l  a  point 
for  the  crossing  of  the  bridge  at  ferry  to  connect  Hooker's  with  the  forces  at  Chatta- 
nooga.    I,  moreover,  directed  Gen.   \V.   F.  Smith  t(j  reconnoiter   the  sliore  above 
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Chattanooga,  witli  a  view  to  that  very  movenieiit  on  tlie  enemy'is  riglit  flank  wliich 
was  afterwardH  inaile  by  General  Sherman. 

On  tlie  19th  of  October,  on  my  retnrning  frf)m  ^'electing  the  position  of  the  pon- 
toon bridge,  I  received  orders  to  turn  over  the  connnand  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cund)erlan(l  to  Major-General  Thomas,  repair  to  Cincinnati,  and  report  from  there, 
by  letter,  to  the  Adjutant-General  for  orders. 


PAPERS  FROM  THE  PARK  COMMISSION. 

War  DKr.VKTMENT, 

CllUKAMArciA    AND   ClI ArfANOOCi A    NATIONAL   PaRK   COMMISSION, 

Washington,  November  12,  1900. 
Maj.  Cien.  John  li.  Buookk, 

Cummandinf/  Department  of  the  East,  Governors  Island,  New  York. 

(tENERAl:  In  further  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
furnish  tlie  board  wliich  is  to  acton  the  claim  of  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  of  which  you 
are  ])resident,  with  sxich  papers  or  information  i)ertinent  to  the  case  as  are  in  our 
possession,  W(^  liave  the  lionor  to  forward  this  day  a  copy  of  tiie  atlas  issued  l)y  this 
commission,  the  first  page  of  which  contains  the  full  text  of  the  legend  to  which 
General  Smith  objects,'  and  Plate  VI  of  which  shows  the  positions  about  Browns 
Ferry.  The  topographical  base  of  this  last  map  was  executed  under  the  direction  of 
Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  to  accompany  General  Grant's  official  report  of  the  battle  of 
Chattanijoga. 

The  attention  of  your  l)oard  is  res])ectfully  called  to  tlu-  three  ]>oints  marked, 
resi)ectively,  A,  P,  and  C  on  the  sloj)e  of  Lookout  Mountuin  between  the  Cravens 
House  and  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek. 

Between  the  road  at  the  i)oint  A  and  the  river  bluff,  which  is  perpendicular  and 
about  260  feet  high,  the  Confederates  had  a  battery  of  two  heavy  guns,  i>rotected 
against  the  Union  batteries  on  Moccasin  Point,  which  commanded  the  whole  ground, 
under  which  teams  would  have  been  obliged  to  approach  a  bridge  thrown  at  or  near 
the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek. 

The  point  B  is  about  180  feet  above  Lookout  Creek,  and  there  were  numerous  posi- 
tions on  the  road  l)etween  A  and  B  where  Held  batteries  would  have  a  plunging  fire 
upon  a  bridge  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek  and  at  the  same  time  a  lire  over  their 
entire  range  for  trains  approaching  or  leaving  either  end  of  the  bridge. 

At  the  point  (-  the  Ccmfederates  had  a  strong  earthwork  mounted  with  heavy  guns, 
which  of  itself  would  have  rendered  tlu'  maintenance  of  a  bridge  at  the  mouth  of 
Lookout  ( ^reek  im])ossible. 

It  is  respectfully  submitteil  that  these  conditions  were  such  as  to  i)reclude  the 
assumption  that  General  Rosecrans  ever  entertained  a  purpose  of  attempting  to  throw 
a  bridge  either  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek  or  any  other  point  near  it  within  the 
range  of  the  guns  on  the  slopes  of  Lookout  Mountain. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  V.  Boynton, 

Cliairman  of  Commimon. 

'  For  full  text  see  page  134,  Boynton  to  Duffield,  March  22,  1898. 

'^It  is  im]Hissiblo  to  reproduce  the  atlas  here.  The  points  A  and  B  were  on  the 
road  lt'a<ling  over  the  north  ]>oint  of  the  mountain  following  the  crest  of  the  i)erpen- 
dicular  river  bluffs  down  to  a  point  near  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek,  A  being  at 
the  highest  ]>t)iiit  of  the  road  and  B  jiart  way  down  the  western  slope.  C  was  on 
the  western  slope  south  of  the  road  between  A  and  B.  See  map  Chattanooga  and 
vicinity,  ])age  1(>2,  upon  which  the  points  A,  B,  and  C  have  been  designated.  See 
also  the  half  tone,  page  219. 
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"War  Department, 
Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Washington,  November  26,  1900. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke, 

Commanding  DejMrtment  of  the  East, 

Governors  Island,  X.  Y. 
General:  Herewith  please  find  three  copies  of  a  half  tone  made  from  a  photograph 
whicli  we  had  taken  some  years  since,  showing  the  western  slope  of  Lookout  Mountain, 
the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek,  Browns  Ferry,  and  the  roads  from  that  point  toward 
Kellys  Ferry  and  toward  Chattanooga, 

On  one  of  these  half  tones  I  have  indicated  in  red  ink  ^  the  sites  of  the  two  batteries 
on  Lookout  Mountain  which  overlook  Lookout  Valley  and  the  farming  country 
l)etween  Browns  Ferry  and  Moccason  Point.  The  battery  ^  to  the  left  of  the  picture 
is  the  one  we  looked  down  upon  in  our  visit  to  Lookout  Mountain,  as  you  will 
readily  see,  and  the  position  indicated  at  the  right  is  in  the  vicinity  of  that  earthwork 
which  we  first  visited,  directly  on  the  river  bluff. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours,  H.  V.  Boynton, 

Chairman  of  Commission. 

'As  red  ink  would  not  show  in  this  reproduction,  the  sites  have  been  indicated  by 
the  letters  A  and  B. 
^The  remaining  battery,  to  the  left  of  the  picture,  is  indicated  by  the  letter  C. 
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